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Twichnham, Ifoy 37, 1737. 

THE papers that compose the first of these 
volumes were printed about sixteen years ago, to 
Wbich there are now added two or three sinalt 
tracts; and the verses are transferred into a vo- 
lume apart, with the addition of such others ai 
we since have written. Tlie second (and perhaps 
a third) ^11 consist of several small treatises in 
prose, in which a friend or two is concerned 
tvith us. 

, Having both of us been extremely ill treated 
by some booksellers, (especially one Edmund 
Curli),t it was our opinion that the best method 
we could take for justifying ourselves, would be 
to publish whatever loose papers, in prose and 
verse, we have formerly written ; not only such 
as have already stolen into the world (very much 
t6 our regret, and perhaps very little to our 
Credit), but sach as in any probability hereafter 
[Qay run the same fate; having been obtained 
frbm us by the importunity, and divulged by the 
iadiscrption of friends, although restrained by pro- 

* This " qucTuloos and apologetical preface," Dr. Johnton in- 
'■*rBM xu, vtat wrifteti by Mr. Pope, N, ■ . 
t See two of ti^ tracts in the preient volome. N- 

n 9 mises. 
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4 PREFACE TO 

mises, which few of theln are ever known to oh-' 
Serve, and often think they make us a compli- 
ment In breaking. 

But the consequences have been still worse : 
we have been entitled, and have had our names 
prefixed at length, to whole volumes of mean pro- 
ductions, equally offensive to good manners and 
good sense, which we-never saw nor heard of till 
they appeared in print. 

For a forgery in setting a false name to a writ- 
ing, which may prejudice another'si fortune, the 
law punishes the offender with the loss of his ears; 
but has inflicted no adequate penalty for such, as 
prejudice another's reputation in doing the saoio 
thing in print; though all and every individual 
book, so sold under a false name, are manifestly 
so many sevpr^l an^ multiplied forgeries. 

Indeed we hoped, that the good nature, .or at 
least the good judgment of the world, would have 
cleared us from the imputation of such things, » 
had been thus charged upon us by the malice of 
enemies, the want of judgment of friends, the 
uncqncern of indifierent persons, and the confi- 
dent assertions of booksellers. 

We are ashamed to find so ill a taste prevail^ 
as to make it a necessary work to do this justice 
to ourselves. It is very possible for any author 
to write below himself: either his subject ^lot 
proving so fruitful, or fitted for him, ash^ ^ flrst 
itujagined; or his healtli, 'or hit huqiour, or the 
present disposition of his miud, unqualifying him 
at that juncture : however, if he- possessed any 
distinguishing marks of style, or peculiarity of 
thinking, there would remain io his Iea$t soccess- 

ful 
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TB£ UISCELLANIU. 5 

{ill vritings some few tokens, whereby penoQs of 
taste might discover him. 

But, since it hath otherwise fallen out, we think 
we have sufficiently paid for our want of pru- 
dence, and determine for the future to he less 
communicative : or, rather, having done with 
such amusements, we are resolved to give up 
what we cannot fairly disown, to the severity of 
critics, the malice of personal enemies, and the 
indulgence of friends. 

We are sorry for the satire interspersed in some 
of theise pieces upon a few people, from whom the 
highest provocations have been received, and wlio 
by their conduct since have shewn, that they 
lave not yet forgiven us the wrong they did. It 
is a very unlucky circumstance to be obliged to 
retaliate the injuries of such authors, whose works 
«re 80 soon forgotten, that we are in dai^sr al- 
ready of appearing the first aggressors. It is to 
be lamented, that Virgil let pass a line; which 
told posterity he bad two enemies called fiavius 
•and Maevius. The wisest way is not once to name 
them, but (as the madman advised the gentleman, 
who told him he wore a sword to kill his enemies) 
to let them alone and they will die of themselves. 
And according to this rule we have acted through- 
out all those writings, which we designed for the 
press: but in these, the publication whereof was 
not owing to our folly, but that of others, the 
omission of the names was not in our power. At 
the wdrst, we can only give them that liberty 
now for something, which they have so inany 
yean exercised for nothing, of tailing ^^d scrib* 
Uiof against us. And it is some oommendation, 
B 3 that 
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that ve bave not done it all this vbile, but avoided 
publicly to characterise any person without long' 
experience. Nonum pr&aatur i» annum is a good 
rule for all writers of characters ; because it may 
happeii to those, who vent praise or censare too 
precipitately, as it dtd to- an eminent Engiislt 
poet, who celebrated a yoang nobleman for erect* 
ing Dryden's monument upoit a promise, which 
kis lordship foi^^ot, till it was done by another. ■ 

In regard ta two persons only, we wish ouir 
raillery, though ever so tender, or resentment, 
though ever so Just, had not been indulged. W« 
»peak-(^~»ir John Vanbrugh,^ who was e man of 
wit; and of honour; and of Mr. AddisoDit whose 
name 'deserves all respect from every lover oT 
learning. • - 

We cannot deny (and perhaps most writers of 
our kind have been in the saine circunutaaces)^ 
that in several parts of our lives, and according, 
to the dispositions we were in, we have writtea 
aome things, which we may wish never to have- " 
thought on. Some sallies of levity ought to be 
imputed to ybuthr (supposed in charity, as it was- 
in truth, tabe the time in which we wrote tbcm)j 
others to the gaiety of our mads at certain junc- 
tures cominon to all men.- The publishing of 
these, wliieb we cannot disown, and without our 
consent, is, . I tliink, a greater injury, than that 
of ascribing to us the most stupid productions^ 
which we can wholly deny. 

This haa been tisually practised in other coun- 

• S« ToL XVI. p. &J. N. 
t.S«theFwtiBeBt<rfH»tt*»,inwl.3aJ£. H. 
■■■■ •■■ ■ " ■ trieft 
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trlM titer a man's decoise; irfaich m a great 
kneasure accounts for that sianifest ioeqaali^ 
^Hind in the works of the best aBtfaon; the coU 
lectors oa]y coosidering, that so many mocc 
sheets raise the price of the book; «id the greab- 
est fame a irriter is in possession of, the ttors of 
such trash he may bear to hare tacked to him. 
Thus it is apparently the editor's interest to in^ 
sert what the author's judgment had rejected; 
and care is always taken to intersperse these ad- 
ditions in such a manner, that scarce any boek 
«f consequence Can be bought, without piurch8»> 
ing something unworthy of the author abag 
vith it. 

But in our own country it is still wone : those 
very booksellers, who have supported themselves 
upon an author's fame while he lived, have dooe 
their utmost after his death to lessen it by such 
practices; even a man's last will is not secunc 
from being exposed in print; whereby his most 
particular regards, and even his dying tender- 
nesses, are laid open. It has been humorously said, 
that some have fished the very jakes for papers 
Jeft there by men of wit: but it is no jest to afr 
firm, that the cabinets of the sick, and the closets 
of the dead, have been broke open and ransackwl 
to publish our private letters, and divulge to ail 
mankind the most secret sentiments and inter- 
couTse of friendship. Nay, these fellows aw 
arrived to that height of impudence, that, when 
the. author has publicly disowned a spurious 
piece, they have disputed his own.nara« witfi 
him in printed advertisments; which his beeu 
practised to Mr. CoBgreve and Mr. Prior. 

B 4 We 
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We are ihefeforc compelled, in respect to- 
tniUt, to submit to a very great hardship ; t9 
own such pieces, as in our stricter judgments we 
would have suppressed for ever : we are obliged 
to confess, tJiat this whole collection, io a man- 
ner, consists of what we not only thought un- 
likely to reach the future, but unworthy even of 
the present age; not our studies, but our follies; 
not our works, but our idlenesses. 

Some comfort however it is, that all of them 
are innocent, and most of them, slight as they 
are, had yet a moral tendency ; either to soften 
the virnleace df parties against each other; or 
to laugh out of countenance some vice or folly 
of the time ; or to discredit the impositions of 
quacks and false pretender* to science; or to 
humble the arrogance of the ill-natured and en- 
vious; in a word, to lessen the vanity, aud pro- 
mote the good humour of mankind. 

Such as they are, we must in truth confess, 
they are ours, and others should in justice be- 
lieve, they are all that are ours. If any thing 
else has been printed, in which we really had 
-any hand, it is either intolerably imperfect, or 
loaded with spurious additions ; sometimes even 
with insertions of men's names, which we never 
meant, and for whom we have an esteem aud 
respect. Even those pieces, in which we are 
least injured, have never before been printed 
from the true copies, or with any tolerable de- 
gree of correctness! We declare, that this col- 
lection contains every piece, which in the idlest 
humour we have written; not only such, as came 
un(?er our review or correction; but many others, 

which, 
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vhicli, however unfinished, are not now in our 
power to suppress. Whatsoever was in our own 
jKJssession at the publishing hereof, or of which 
Qo copy was gone abroad, we have actually de- 
stroyed, to prevent all possibility of the like 
treatment. 

These volumes likewise will contain all the 
papers, wherein we have casually had any share; 
particularly those written in conjunction with 
our friends. Dr. Arbutlmot and Mr. Gay; and 
lastly, all this sort composed singly by either of 
those hands.' The reader is therefore desired to 
do the saftie justice to these our friends, as to us; 
and to be assured that all the things, called our 
Miscellanies (except the works of Alexander Pope^ 
published by B. I.intot, in quarto and folio, in 
1717; tliose of Mr. Gay, by J. Tonson, in quarto, 
in 17fiO; and as many of these Miscellanies as 
have been formerly printed by Benj. Tooke) arc 
absolutely spurious, and without our consent im- 
posed upon the pubji». 

JONATH. SWIFT. 

ALEX, POPE. 



ApVBIU 
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ADVEHtlSEMENT TO A fOUETH 
VOLUME; 1729. 



OF the following Tolume we need only say, 
that it contains the remainder of those MisceU 
laneous Pieces, which were in some sort promised 
in the Preface to the former volumes, or which 
have been written since. The Verses are paged 
separately, that they may be added to that to- 
lume, which wholly consists of Verse, and the 
Treatise of the Bathos placed in their stead in 
this. The reader may be assured no other E.dir 
lion is either genuine or complete, and that - 
they are all the things of this kind which will 
ever be printed by the same hands. There arc 
in this volume, as in the former, one or two 
small pieces by other hands. 



ADVEK- 



( " ) 



ADVERTISEMENT TO THE FIFTH AND 
SIXTH VOLUMES; 17S6. 



AS most of tliia Author's .Writings have been 
already published in "The Drapier's Letters,** 
" GuUivei's Travels," and the four volumes of 
" Miscellanies,** printed for Messieurs Motte 
and Gulliver, it would have been injurious to 
the English buyer, as well as proprietor, to have 
reprinted here the Dublin edition of his Works. 
Wffare therefore only to assure both, that these 
two volumes consist of such pieces, as are not 
in the fore- mentioned volumes, but, excepting 
three Tatlers, contain every thing la th« DubUa. 
edition besides. 
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THE ART OF 

SINKING IN POETBY, 



FSBtT rVBXIIHED IN 1727. 
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-Ttie learned Mr. Uptcai bas made *n ingenious remark om 
the title of Ah piece. " Tis pleaiant enough to consider ho<v 
the cb;aDge of a cnitla letter ^a« often led learned cocnmeatatmn 
into miitskea i and a tl, being aCcIdedfatly altei^a into a B, 
in a Greek Rhetorician, gave occasion (o one of the best pitcea 
of satire that wag ever written in the English language, vi«, 
'HEPI BAeOTSj a treatlffe tOfittrntag tte Art of Sinking id 
Poetry. The blunder I mean ii in the second sectioa of Loa- 
gious: EI ESTIN r*0T2 TIE H BASOTS TEKNH, 
Wtead of IIASOTSj a moat ridiculous blunder, wtuch faaa 
.occauoned as ridlcaloos criticisms." Obaeivatipiis on Sbakea^ 
pcare, p. 251). 

Ml De Larcket, the tmshtar of Herodotna, give a French 
translation also of this Li^ of Scriblenis. It is easy't^ imagine 
that the humour has evaporated in a French translation. 

The blunder relating to the word viiia(, reminds one of a 
«oost egregious mistake of Rapia the critic, whose knowledge 
of Greek has been much questioned. Selating a story of £a- 
phranor the painttir, be ujt, *' Af ioa bas relied it." Hav- 
ing read the story in Enstathins; who says, axuoy tyfa^tv} 
wUcb meant, that EuphranoTf hearing a description of Jupiter 
«ad in HomcFj " went away and painted it." 

Db. Wahtoi*. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 



WHEN **The Art of Sinking in Poetry" va^ 
inserted m the " Miscellanies" published in 1737, 
ft was accompanied by the following note: Mar* 
tivvs ScRiBLERus, though of Geroian extrac- 
tion, was bora in England. See his life and 
Memoirs^ which will shortly be published." 
, From whatever cause the delay arose, tbostt 
'' Meitioirs" were not given to the public till the 
yeir 17*0, when Dr, Arbuthnot had been fivd 
years dead, and the faculties of Dr. Swift were 
rapidly dtellning; and even then one book alontf 
was produced ; a considerable part of which was 
hndoubtedly the production of Arbuthnot, though 
in other parts the inimitable pen of the Dbah i$ 
undoubtedly to be traced. 

But on this head we shall transcribe the senti*- 
ments of successive commentators. 

" Mr. Pope, Dr. Arbuthnot, and Dr. Swift, ii 
conjunction, formed the project of a satire oft 
the abuses of human learning; and, to make it 
the better received, proposed to execute it in 
the manner of Cervantes (the original author of 
this species of satire) under a continued nar- 
rative of feigned advtotures. They had obsei> 
Ted dnt those abuses still kept their ground 
Vgainst all that the ablest and gravest authors 
could say to discredit them ; they concluded^ 
there^e, thf fof^^ pi r't^o^^ way w&tfting to 
quicken 
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quicken their disgrace ; and riflicule was here in 
its place, when the abuses had been already de- 
tected by sobtT reasoning; and truth' in no dan- 
ger to suffer by the premature use of so power- 
ful an instrument. But the separation of our 
Author and. his friends, which soon after hap- 
pened, with' the death of one, and the infirraities 
of the other, put a final period to their design, 
when they had only drawn out an imperfect 
essay towards it, -under the title of Ihe First 
Book of the Meiiioirs of Scriblerus. 

Afora/«a/(Vc* never lost more tlian in the de^^ 
feat of this project ; in the execution of which, 
eacli of tliis illustrious triumvirate would have 
found exercise for his own peculiar talent; be- 
sides constant employment for those they all had 
in eommoii. Dr. Arbuthnot was skilled in iever^ 
thing which related to science; Mr. Pope was a 
master in the fine arts ; and Dr. Swift excelled 
in the knowledge of the world. Wit they all 
had in equal measure, and in a measure so large;, 
that no' age perhaps ever produced three men, 
to whom Nature had more bountifully bestowed 
a, or in whom Art had brought it to higher per- 
fection." Bp. Wabbvrton. 

*f The Memoirs of Scriblerus extend only to 
the first book of a work projected in concert by 
Pope, Swift, and Arbuthnot, who used to- meet 
in the time of Queen Anne, and denominated 
ithemselvfis the Sciibkrus Club, Their piirposc 
•vas to. censure the abuses of learning by a fict^? 

.> *:Id thcevljeditiomthtoraifafiMAfffrj. ){; . 

' tious 
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OF SINKIKIO Ilir rOBTKT. . 17 

Uous life of an infatuated scholar. They were 
dispersed ; the design was never completed ; and 
Warburton laments its miscarriage, as an event 
very disastrous to polite letters. If the whole 
may be estimated by this specimen, which seems 
to be the production of Arbuthnot, with a few 
touches perhaps by Pope, the want of more will 
not be much lamented ; for the follies which the 
writer ridicules are so little practised, that they 
are not known ; nor can the satire be understood 
but by the learned : he raises phantoms of ab* 
surdity, and then drives them away; he cures 
diseases that were never felt. For this reason 
this joint production of three great writers has 
never obtained any notice from mankind ; it has 
been little read, or when read it has been forgot- 
ten, as no man could be wiser, better, or merrier, 
by remembering it. The design cannot bo^st of 
much originality ; for, besides its general resem- 
blance to Don Quixotte, there will be foundin it 
particular imitations of the History of Mr. Ouflle. 
■Swift carried so much of it into Ireland as sup- 
plied him withliints for his travels; and with these 
the world might have been contented, though 
the rest had been suppressed." Dr. Johnson. .. 

** The life of the solemn and absurd pedant, 
Dr. Scribterus, of which Johnson speaks too coo- 
temptuously, and says it is taken from tlie His- 
torj' of Ouffle, is the only true and genuine imir 
tation we have in our language of the serious and 
pompous manner of Cervantes; for it is not easy 
to say, why Fielding should call his Joseph An- 

TOL. xviii. C drews, 
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dretfs,* excellent as it isy an imttation of his 
manner. Don Quixotte is in truth the most ori' 
ginal and unrivalled work of modern ti,me5. The 
great art of Cervantes consists in having- painted 
bis mad hero with such a number of amiable 
qualities, as to make it impossible for us totally 
to despise him. This light and shade in drairing 
characters shews the master. It is thus Addison 
has represented his Sir Roger, and Shakespeare 
his Falstaif. How great must be the native force 
of Cervantes'a humour, when it can be embel- 
lished by readers, even unacquainted with Spa* 
nish manners, with the institution of chivalry, 
and with the many passages of old romances and 
Italian poems, to which it perpetually alludes. 
There are three or four celebrated works that 
bear a great resemblance, and have a turn of sa- 
tire simitar to that of these Memoirs ; The Bar- 
boQ of Balsac; The Life of Montmaur, by Me- 
nage and others; the Chef d'Ouvred'un Inconnu 
ofMathanase; and La Charlatanerie des Sevans 
of Menken. 

*' Whatever may be determined of other part* 
of these Memoirs, yet the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
dghth, tenth, and twelfth chapters, appear to be 
the production of Arbuthnot; as they contain 
allusions to many remote and uncommon part» 
of learning and science, with which we cannot 
imagine Pope to have been mucU acquainted, 
and which lay out of the reach and course of 

* Joseph AojlrewR was written to ridicule R>cbanIion'» Pamdtr 
ind the pablicsUoD gave fiicbardioii comi«krable dugrin. 
Bowuu. 
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his reading. The rich vein of humour, which, 
\i\e a vein of mercury runs through these Me- 
moirs, is much heightened and increased by the 
great variety of learning which they contain. 
It is a fact ill literary history worth observing, 
and which deserves to be more attended to 
than -I think it usually is, that the chief of 
those who have excelled in exquisite works of 
art and liumour, have at the same time been 
men of extensive learning. We may instance in 
Lucian, Cervantes, Quevedo, Rabelais, Arbuth- 
not, Fielding, and Butler, abovi: all ; for no 
work, in our language contains more learoing 
than Hudibras." Dr. Wart on. 

That the reader may form his own judgment 
of these Memoirs, the Introduction originally 
prefixed to them shall be copied at large, and 
the contents of the several chapters; referring 
for further particulars to the Works of Mr. Pope, 
as published respectively by Bp. Warbtfrton, Dr. 
Warton, and Mr. Bowles. 



SXTftODDCTlOl^ 

C,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 



( «o -J 



INTRODUCTION 



THE MEMOIRS OF SCRIBLERUS. 



In the reigD of Queen Anne (which^ notwithr 
standing those happy • times which succeeded, 
every Englishman may remember) thou mayst 
possibly, gentle reader, have seen a certain ve- 
nerable person who frequented the outside ' of 
the palace of St. James's, am\ who, by the gra- 
vity of his deportment and habit, was generally 
taken for a decayed gentleman of Spain. His - 
' stature was tall, his visage long, his complexion ' 
olive, his brows were black and even, his eyes 
hoilow yet piercing, his nose raclined to aqui- 
line, his beard neglected and mixed with grey : 
all this contributed to spread a solemn melan- 
choly over his countenance. Pythagoras was 
sot more silent,. Pyrrho more motionless, nor 
2eno more austere. His wig was black and smooth 
as the plames of a raven, and hung as straight as 
the hair of a river god rising from the water, Hia 
cloak so completely covered his whole person, 
that whether or no he had any other clothes 
(much less any linen) under it, I -shall not say; 

* Ironicsl. Bqwlii* 

-' but 
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but bis sword appeared a- full yard behiitd him, 
and his manner of irearing it was so stiff, that it 
seemed grown to Iiis' thigh. His whole figure 
was so utterly unlike any thing of this worldf 
that it was not natural for any man to 'ask him 
a question without blessing himself first Those 
who never saw a Jesuit, took bim for one, and 
others believed him some High Priest of the 
Jews. 

But Udder this macerated form was concealed 
t mind replete with science, burning with a real 
ef benefitting his fellow-creatures, and filled 
with an honest conscious pride, mixod with a 
scorn. of doin^ or suflTering the least thing be- 
neath thetiignity of a philosopher. Accordingly 
he had a soul that would not let him accept of 
any offers of charity, at the same time that his 
body seemed but too much to require it. His 
kdging was in a small chamber op four pair of 
stairs, where he regularly paid for what he had 
when he eat or drank; and he was often observed 
wholly to abstain from both. Hedeclined speaking 
to any one, except the queen or her first minister, 
to whom he attempted to make some applications i_ 
but his. real business or intentions were utterly 
unknown to atl men. 7'hus much is certain, that 
he was innoxious to the queen's ministry; who, 
* either out of jealousy or envy, had him spirited 
away, and carried abroad as a dangerous per- 
son, without any regard to th^ kaott'a laws of 
the kingdom. 

One day, as this gentleman was walking about 

dinner-time aluue in the Mall, it happened that a 

manuscript dropt from under bis cloi|.k, which 

c 3 my 
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my servant picked up, and brought to tnr. If 
vas wrtttea in tl)e Latin toDeue, and contained 
many qjost profound secrets, in an unusual turi^ 
of reasoning and style. The 6rst leaf was in- 
scribed with these words, CodiciUus, sett Libert 
Memorialis, Martini ScrUtleri. The book was of 
so wonderful a nature, that it is incredible 
what a desire I conceived that moment to be 
acqqaintefj with tlie author, who I clearly con^ 
ceived was some great philosopher in disguise. 
I several times endeavoured to speak to him, 
which he as often industriously avoided. At 
length I found an opportunity (as he stood un-' 
der the Piazza by the Dancing-rooiti -in St.' 
James's) to acquaint him in the Latin tongue, 
that his manuscript was fallen into my hands; 
and saying this, I presented it to him, with grea^ 
encomiums on the learned author. Hereupon 
he took me aside, surveyed me over with a fixi 
attention, and opening the clasps of the parch- 
ment cover, spoke (to my great surprise) in Eng- 
glish as follows: 

*i* Courteous stranger, whoever thou art, I 
embrace thee as my best friend; for either the 
Stars and my Art are decejtful, or the destined 
time is come which is to manifest Martinv^ 
ScaiBLBRDs to the world, and thou the persoa 
chosen by fate for this task. What thou seest in 
Qie is a body exhausted by the labours of the 
mind. I have found in Dame Nature not in-^ 
deed an unkind, but a very coy mistress: watch-, 
ful nights, anxious days, slender meals, and endf 
less labours, must be the lot of all who pursue. 
her through her labyrinths and meanders. My 
■' " ' .^ ^ •-■-■■'■ - ^ 
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firat vital air I drew in this island (a soil fruitful 
of philosophers); but my complexinn is become 
adust, and my body arid, by visiting lands (as 
the Poet has it) alio nub sole ealenus. I have, 
through my whole life, passed under several dis- 
guises and unknown names, to screen myself 
from the envy and malice which mankind ex- 
press against those who are possessed of the Ar* 
canum Magnum. But at present I am forced to 
take sanctuary in the liritish Court, to avoid the 
revenge of a cruel Spaniard, who has pursued 
me almost through the whole terraqueous globe. 
Being about four years ago in the city of Madrid, 
in quest of natural knowledge, I was informed of 
a Lady who was marked with a pomegranate 
upon the inside of her right thigh, which blos- 
somed, and, as it were, seemed to rtpeo in the 
due season. Forthwith was I posse&sed with an 
insatiable curiosity to view this wonderful ph©- 
jiomenon. I felt the ardour of my passion in- 
crease as the season advanced, till, in the month 
of July, I could no longer contain. I bribed her 
duenna, was admitted to the bath, saw her un- 
dressed, and the wonder displayed. This was 
loon after discovered by the husband,, who find- 
ing some letters I had written to the duenna, 
containing expressions of a doubtful meaning, 
suspected me of a crime most alien from the 
purity of my thought^. Incontinently I left Ma- 
drid by tlfe advice of friends, have been pur- 
sued, dogged, and waylaitl through several na- 
tions, and even now sc^rpe think myself secure 
within the sacred walls of this palace. It has 
been my good fortune to have seen all the grand 
c 4 pheuomena 
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phenomena of nature, excepting an eartLqtuke, 
which I waited for in Naples three year» in 
vain; and now by means of some British ship 
(whose coloucs no Spaniard dare approach),* I 
impatiently expect a safe passage to Jamaica, 
for that benefit. To thee, my friend, whom Fate 
has marked for my Histonographer, Ileavethe«e 
my Commentaries, and otbers of my works, Np 
niore-*-be.faithftil and impartial." 

He soon after performed his promise, and left 
me the Commentaries, giving me also further 
lights by many conferences; when he was unfor- 
tunately snatched away (as I before related) by 
the jealousy of the Queen's Ministry. 

Though I was thus to niy eternal grief deprived 
of his conversation, he has for some years con- 
tinued his correspondence, and communicated to 
me many of his projects for the benefit of manr 
kind. He sent me some of his writings, and 
recommended to my care the recovery of others, 
straggling about the world, and assumed by 
other men. The last time I heard from liim was 
QO occasion of his strictures on the Dunciad: 
since when, several years being elapsed, I have 
reason to believe this excellent person is either 
dead, or carried by bis vehement thirft of knowr 
ledge into.same remote, or perhaps v>njli$coyered 

- * ISi* nation had long been impatitfit for a war with Ipuq] 
all the iggressioiii, iniolcncUt, an4 thrcati of that power wcrp 
pxagEerate4 by those who withed to inflame the panioni of the 
people. At len{;th war wai declared la 1739> which ehewi (he 
time thii iDtrodnation wai written. The Memcrfrg were began, 
in conjanciion with Swift and Arbutbnoij in the tiaic of qiieen 
itniw, BowiH. 

' ' T^^i<^« 
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region of the world. In either case, I think it a 
debt no longer to be delayed, to reveal what I 
know of this prodigy of science, and to give the 
history of his life, and of his extensive merits to 
mankind; in which I dare promise the Reader, 
that whenever he begins to think any one chap- 
ter dull, the style will be imracdiately changpd, 
in the pe^ t. 



eONTENTS OF THE MEMOIRS. 

Cbap. 

1. Of the parentage and family of Scriblenis* 
how he was begot, what care was taken of 
him before he was born, and what prodi- 
gies attended his birth. 
. 3. The speech Qf Cornelius over his son, at the 
hour of bis birth.* 

3. Shewing what befell the Doctor's son and his 

shielf^, pn the day of the christening. 

4. Of the suction and nutrition of the great 

Scriblerus in his infancy, and of the firat 
rudiments of his learning. 
^. A dissertation 4pon playthiqg8.f 

• Most bappilr cf^ied bj Steroe, that ttae dudple <£ Swift. 
Dr.WiiTOH. ' 

t Dr. Arbuthoot used to taj, Uiat notvithstaniUng all dM 
boaits of (be ure conveyance of tradition, it was no where pre- 
•Cfred pure and incorropt but among ichoolbtTs, vhoie gamea 
and plays are banded down invariably tbe tqme, ' iroiQ que gcoo* 
Dr. W4«T0ii. 

6. Of 
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Chap. . 

6. Of ttie gymnastics; in what exercises Mar- 

tinus was educated; something concerning 
music ; and what sort of a man his uncle 
was. 

7. Rhetoric, Logic, Metaphysics. 

8. Anatomy. 

9. How Martinus became a great critic* 

10. Of Martinus's uncommon practice of phyi- 

sic; and how he applied himself to the disr 
eases of the times. 

11. The case of a young nobleman at court, 

with the Doctor's prescription for the same. 

12. How Martinus endeavoured to find out the 

seat of the soul, and of his correspondence 
with the Freethinkers f- 

13. The Double Mistress. 

14.;}) Of the secession of Martinus; and some hints 
of his Travels. 
It was in the year I699, that Martin set oiit 

* In ■ thU chapter occars the following passage : " He te- 
■olvcd to try fint opon Vii^il, Horace, and Terence. The 
(pedmen on Virgil be has given ui. His Terence and Horace 
«ie in every body's baods, under the nam^i ofBiciarJ Benf/ty 
and Francis Hare" On which Dr. War too observes, "Sir 
Isaac Newton, it is laid, spoke with much contempt (but snrelj, 
without just grounds) of these two accompHshpd scholars and 
critics, fur equabbliug, as he expressed it, about an old play-; 
boak." N. 

f This whole chapter is an inimitable ridicule on Colllm's ar- 
StKDenis aguBft Clarke, to prove the sou) to b; only a quality. 
3p. Warbuktom. 

X Tfaii chapter Is so poinndty aUtuire to the Db^n, that the 
wbtfle of it tball be inserted. 
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oa hU Travels.* Thou wilt certainly be very 
curious to koow what they were. It is not yet 
time to infor;oi the^. But what hints I am at li^ 
jberty to give^ I will. 

Thou »halt know then, that in his first voyage 
he was carried, by a prosperous storm, to a dis'^ 
covery of the Remains of the ancient Pygmaean 
empire. 

. That in hi? second, he , was as happily ship- 
wrecked on the land of the giants, now the most - 
humave people in the world.f 

That in bis third voyage, he discovered a whole 

* It u veiy acutely and jostljr observed by Mr. Cambridge, in 
the Preface to his Scribleriad, that it was lurprisfeg Mr. CDpa 
dould make bis Scribleras so compiicated a character as he re- 
presents him towards the end of hit Memmra, attribuliog to bin 
dungi qiute incompet^e, Naj, tmii is his lust of loading tltii 
character, that he declaici Gulliver's Travels .to be the Tnvcb 
of Scriblerus i and this without any other pretence, than that 
Swift liad once designed to write the Travels of Scriblenu. 
What reasons indused htm to change this work df humour, .ttt 
a particular gralificatiou of bis spleen, it is not to the present 
purpose to make known ; but this is certain, that when he made 
to total an alteration in his design, he took care not to give one 
feature of Scriblerus t j his Gulliver. Dr. Wartom. 

f Is it not a fact, that the more intimate knowledge we ac- 
quire of the character of rude nations, the lets cruel they ap- 
pear. The Moors, Turks, Malays, Atabiatu, are croA front 
their fauatlctsm. jealousy, and peculiar supcratitioiis. The mat 
bsrbarons natioas have an idea of that oivn great tuferioritf, but 
fhis is inoSensivc, Tiie Cafires have been thought the most 
bloody people in ■ the woild, and yet how hnrUane have 'th(^ 
bnn fboDd to those who have been cast upon their shomj 
The tame, re^ectiug their humanity, may be said of the most 
miserable and persecuted race, the Esquimaux. " Savage nations," 
u thfy are called, are fretjuently, in this respect, much more " siu- 
ited agaimtj thao tiaiiiag." Bowlss. 

kingdom 

C,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 



-(S -'C0NTIKT9 OP THE STZUOIBS. 

kingdom of philosophers, who govern by the ma- 
thetnatks; with whose admirable schemes and 
projects he returned to beneflt his own dear 
country; but bad the misfortune to find them 
rejected by the envious ministers of Queen AtmCt 
and himself sent treacherously away. 

And hence it is, that in his fourth voyage he 
discovers a vein of melancholy proceeding to 
almost a disgust of his species; hut above all, 
a mortal detestation to the whole flagitious race 
of ministers, and a final resolution not to give 
in any memorial to the secretary (^ state, in order 
to subject the lands he discovered to the crown of 
0reat Britain. 

Kow if, by these hints, tlje reader pan help 
Iiimself to a further discovery of the nature and 
contents of these Travels, he is welcome to as 
much light as- they can afibrd him; I am obliged, 
by all the ties of honour, not to speal; moTd 
openly. 

But if any man shall see such very extraordi* 
nary voyages, into such very extraordinary na- 
tions, which manifest the most distinguishing 
Tnarks of a philosopher, a politician, and a legis- 
lator; and can imagine them to belong to a 
surgeon cf a skip, or a captain of a merchantman, 
let him remain in his ignorance. 

And whoever be be, that shall further observe, 
in every page of such a hook, that cordial lave of 
mankind, that inviolable regard to truth, that 
passion for his dear country, and that particular 
attachment to the excellent princess Queen Anne; 
surely that man deseryes to be pitje^l, if by all 

tnost 
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those visible signs sind characters, he cannot dis- 
tinguish and acknowledge the great Sariblerut. 

CIttp. 

IS. Of the discoveries and works of the great 
Scriblerus, made and to be made, writt^ 
and to be written, known and uoknowa.* 

* Araong^ tbe qoaVificstionl stlribnted to Scrifalenii, u On 
fidlowing, particularly appropriate to Swiil: " In politicti hn 
wiitiugs arc of a peculiar cait, for the luoct part iromcal, and 
llie drift of thou oftea m profound and delicate ai to be va^ 
taken by tbe vulgar. He once went to fai, ■• Co write a per- 
auaaire to people to eat their own cbiMren, wbicb wai aa'littl* 
mdentood aa to be taltea in in pan." K. 



KAKTIMV* 
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MARTINUS SCRIBLER09, 

nEPi BAer:;. 



CHAP I, 

IKTRODOCTION 



It hath been long (my dear countrymen) the- 
Bubject'of my concern and surprise, that whereas 
numberless poets, critics, and orators, hav« com- 
piled and digested the art of ancient poesy, 
there hath not risen among us one person so public- 
spirited, as to perform the like for the nioderik 
Although it is universally known, that our every 
way industrious moderns, both in the weight <^ 
their writings, and in the velocity of their judg)- 
ments, do so infinitely excel the said ancients. 

Nevertheless, too true it is, that while a plain 
and direct road is paved to their Ei|wt, or »*blime; 
DO track has .been yet chalked out to arrive at 
our paSe«, or profound. The Latins, as tb^carae 
between the Greeks and us, make use of the word 
altitudo, which implies equally heighth aiid depth. 
Wherefore considering, with no small grief, how 
many promising geniuses of this age are wan- 
dering (as I may say) in the dark without a 
guide, I have underta>ken this arduous, but ne- 
cessary task, t« lead them as it were by tire 

hand, 
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hand, aod step by step, the gentle dowD-hiU 
way to the bathos ; the bottom, the end, the 
central porai,- the non plus ultra,- a( tiw modem 
poesy ! When you consider (my dear country- 
men) the extent, fertility, and populousness of 
our lovlands of Parnassus, the flourishing state 
of our trade, and the plenty of our manufac- 
ture; there are two , reflections, which admini-, 
nister great Occasion of surprise; the one, that 
all dignities and honours should be bestowed upon 
the exceeding few meagre inhabitants of the top 
of the tbountain; the other, that our own nation 
should have arrived to that pitch of greatness it 
now posse^es, without any regular system of 
laws* As to the first, it is with great pleasure 
I have observed of late the gradual decay of de- 
licacy and reSnement among mankind, who are 
become too reasonable to require, that we should 
labour with infinite pains to come up to the 
taste of these mountaineers, when they without 
any may condescend to ours. But as we have 
iiow an unquestionable majority on our side, I 
doubt not, but we shall shortly be able to level 
the highlanders, and procure a further vent for 
our owp product, which is already so much re- 
lished, encouraged, and rewarded by the nobi- 
lity and gentry of Great Britain.* 

Therefore 

* Notwitbitaadbg Pope** gmt acknowledged ■operiority, ba 
wu ccrtafnljr lore at aaf emouragtmtnt givea to those whoi 
were to much beoeath him in itatioii and talents : hot Stephen 
Duck IcMked up to Pope ai the most cmluent poet, sqd tbb 
duanned Pope fnta treading on humble Dock hiouelf: iui spleen 
«a^ directed agaJMl the f&wtu, jud krit, and la£et, who patro- 

nixcd 
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Therefore to supply our former defect, I pur- 
pose to collect the scattered rules of Q«r art» 
into regular institutes from the e^tample ^nfl 
practice of the deep geniuses of pur nation; 
imitating herein my predecessors, the master (tf 
Alexander, and the secretary of the repovned 
Zenobia:* and in this my undertaking! am the ~ 
more animated, as I expect more success thap 
has attended even those great critics ; since their 
laws, though they might be good, have ever 
been slackly executed ; and their precepts, how- 
ever strict, obeyed only by fits and by a verjr 
smalt number. 

At the same time I intend to do justice upop 
our neighbours, inhabitants of the upper Parnas- 
sus; who, taking advantage of the rising ground, 
are perpetually throwing dovn rubbish, dirt, apd 
stones upon us, never suffering us to live ia 
peace. f These men, while they enjoy the crys- 
tal stream of Helicon, envy us our common wa- 
ter, which, (thank our stars) though it is some- 
what muddy, flows in much greater abundance. 
Nor is this the greatest injustice, that we have 
to complain of; for, though it is evident that we 
never made the least attempt or inroad into their 

nized bim. The court, indeed, were villing Duck should be 
tonndered as a sort of rival to Pope, who was {H^^miaent i 
and Swift in a lof^ tone, sayi, " May such a court have alwaya 
mch poeta to celebrate it !" I forget tbe exact words ; he 
■neaotDuck aod Clbber. Bowleb, ^ 

* LoDginus. Bowles. ■ 

t This might be truly said of Pope and his party, who having 
•ertainly possessed at the time, the fountnin-hud of Heltbon, . 
KCmcd to be angry that any one else should presume to come 
Id tile same stream, hoveyafar belrrw, Bowlbi. 
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territories, but lived contented in our native feus; 
they have often not only committed petty lar- 
cenies upon our borders, but driven the country, 
and carried off at once whole cartloads of our 
manufacture; to reclaim some of which stolen 
goods is part of the design of this treatise. 

For we shall see, in the course of this work, 
that our greatest adversaries have sometimes de- 
scended toward us; and doubtless might now and 
then have arrived at the bathos itself, had it 
not been for that mistaken opinion they all en- 
tertained, that the rules of the ancients were 
equally necessary to the moderns ; than which 
there cannot be a more grievous error, as will 
be amply proved in the following discourse. 

And indeed when any of these have gone so far, 
as by the light of their own genius to attempt 
new models, it is wonderful to observe, how 
nearly they have approached us in those parti- 
cular pieces ; though in their others they diflTered 
ioto cteio from us. 



CHAP. ir. 



THAT THE BATHOS, OR PROPUND, IS THE 
VATURAL TASTE OF MAN, AND IN PAHTICV- 
I.AR OF THE PRESENT AGE. 

THE taste of the bathos is implanted by nature 
itself in the soul of man; till perverted by cus- 
tom or example, he is taught, or rather com- 
pelled to relish the sublime. Accordinjiy, we 
see the unprejudiced minds of children delight 

only 
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only in such productions, and in such imagef, a»v 
our true modern writers set before them. 1 have 
obaervetl how fast the general taste is returning 
to this first simplicity and innocence ; and if the 
intent of all poetry be to divert and instruct, 
certainly that kind, which diverts and iostructa. 
the greatest number, is to be preferred. Let us 
look round among the admirers of poetry; we 
shall find those, who have a taste of the sublime 
to be very few; but the profund strikes univer- 
sally, and is adapted to every capacity. It is a 
fruitless undertaking to write for men of a nice 
and foppish gusto, whom al^er all it is almost im- 
possible to please ; and it is still more chimerical 
to write for posterity, of whose taste we cannot 
make any judgment, and whose applause we can 
never enjoy. It must be confessed, our wise 
authors have a present end, 

£t prodesse volunt, et delectare poct». 

Their true design is profit or gain; in order to 
acquire which, it is necessary to procure applause 
by administering pleasure to the reader: from 
whence it follows demonstrably, that their pro- 
ductions must be suited to the present state. 
And I cannot but congratulate our age on this 
peculiar felicity, that though we have made in- 
deed great progress in all other branches of 
luxury, we are not yet debauched with any high 
relish in poetry, but are in this one taste less 
nice than our ancestors. If an art is to be esti- 
mated by its success, I appeal to experience, 
whether there have not been, iu proportion to 
their number, as many starving good poets as 
bad ones? 

D 3 Never- 
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Nevertheless, in making gain* the pnncipil 
%nd of our art, far be it from me to «xclude 
toy great geniuses of rank.' or fortune froda 
^diverting themselves this way. They ought to 
be praised no less than those princes, who pass 
their vacant hours in some ingenious mechanical 
■or manual art Aod to such as these, it would 
i>e ingratitude not to own, that our art has 'bee* 
oiten infinitely indebted. 



TU£ N£CESSITr OF TBX BATHOS PHTSICALIT 
CONSIDERED. 

FURTHERMORE, it were great cruelty and 
injustice, if all such authors as cannot write in 
the other way, were prohibited from writing at 
all. Against this I draw an argument from what 
seems to me an undoubted physical maxim; that 
poetry is a natural or morbid secretion from the 
brain. As I would not suddenly stop a cold in 
the head, or dry up my neighbour's issue, I would 
as little hinder him from necessary writing. It 
may be affirmed with great truth, that there ia 
hardly any human creature, past childhood, but 
at one time or other has had some poetical evacu- 
ation, and no question, was much the better for 
it in his health ; so true is the saying, nascimur 
fo'ette. Therefore is the desire of writing properly 

* Dill not Pope make " gain (he end of his art !" 

Sh)s tuterit Gr^hos it sclitione querentes. BotlM- 

termed 
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temncd pruritus, the " tititlation of the gcveia- 
tire faculty of the brain," and the person ia laid 
to conceive; now, such aa conceive, myit hring 
forth. I have known a man thoughtful, melan- 
choly, and raving for divers days, who forth- 
with grew wonderfully easy, lightsome, and 
cheerful, upon a discharge of the peccant hu- 
mour in exceeding purulent metre. Nor can i 
question, but abundance of untimely deaths are 
occasioned for want of this laudable vent of un- 
ruly passions: yea, perhaps, in poor wretches 
(which is very lamentable) for mere want of pen, 
ink, and paper t From hence it follows, that a 
suppression of the very worst poetry is of dan- 
gerous consequence to the state. We find bgr 
experience, that the same humours which vent 
themselves in summer in ballads and sonnets, 
are condensed by the winter's cold into pam- 
phlets and speeches for and against the ministiy: 
nay, I know not, but many times a piece of poe- 
try may be the most innocent composition of K 
minister himself. 

It is therefore manifest, that mediocrity ought 
to be allowed, yea indulged, to the good subjects 
of England. Nor can I conceive how the world " 
has swallowed the contrary as a maxim, upon 
the single authority of Horace.* Why should 
the golden mean, and quintessence of all virtues, 
be deemed so offensive in this art? or coolness 
or mediocrity be so amiable a quality in a man, 
and so detestable in a poet? 

* „ , .__,. - - I Mediocribos tut poetia 
Nod dii, noa faominet. Sec— — — Popc. 

D 3 * Hqw- 
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However, far be it from me to compare these 
writers with those great spirits, who are born 
with a vivaciti de pesajtteur, or (as' an English 
author calls it) an " alacrity of sinking;"* and 
who by strength of nature alone can excel. All 
I mean, is, to evince the necessity of rules to 
these lesser geniuses, as well as the usefulness «f 
them to the greater. 



CHAP, IV. 

THAT THXRE IS AN ART Of THB BATHOS, OR 
PROFUND. 

WE come now to prove, that there is an art of 
sinking in poetry. Is there not an architecture 
of vaults and cellars, as well as of lofty domes 
and pyramids ? Is there not as much skill and 
labour in making ditches, as in raising mounts? 
Is there not an art of diving as well as of flying? 
and will any sober practitioner affirm, that a div- 
ing engine is not of singular use in making him 
longwinded, assisting his descent, and furnish- 
ing him with more ingenious means of keeping 
underwater? 

If we search the authors of antiquity, we shall 
find as few to have been distinguished in the true 
profund, as in the true sublime. And the very 
same thing (as it appears from Longinus) had 

* Spoken b}* FalstafT of himself in S^s^cspcare'i " MerT7 
yrivci of Wicdsor." H. 

. been 
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iteen imagined of that, as now of this; namely^ 
that it was entirely the gift of nature. I grant, 
tbat to excel in the bathos a genius is requisite; 
yet the rules of art must be allowed so far use- 
ful, as to add weight, or, as I may say, hang on 
lead to facilitate and enforce our descent, to 
guide us to the most advantageous declivities, 
and habituate our imagination to a depth of 
thinking. Many there are that can fall, but few 
can arrive at the felicity of fading gracefully; 
much more for a man, who is among the lowest 
of the- creation, at the very bottom of the atmos- 
phere ; to descend beneath himself, is not so easy 
3 task, unless he calls in art to his assistance. It 
ii with the bathos as with small beer,* which is 
indeed vapid and insipid, if left at large and let 
abroad ; but being by our rules confined and 
well stopt, nothing grows so frothy, pert, and 
bouncing. 

The sublime of nature is the sky, the sun, 
moon, stars, &c. The profund of nature is gold, 
pearls, precioiis stones, and the treasures of the 
deep, which are inestimable as unknown. But 
all that lies between these, as corn, flowers, 
fruits, animals, and things for the mere use of 
man, are of mean price, and so common as not to 
be greatly esteemed by the curious. It being 
certain that any thing, of which we know the 
true use, cannot be invaluable: which affords r. 
solution, why common sense hath either been 
totally despised, or held in small repute, by the 
greatest modern critics aud authors. 

« The lamcumileii repeated in the Dunciad. Dt-Waktom, 
P 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

or tHi TauS OENIU^ ton tHB PROtUND, AND 
BY WHAT tt 18 CONSTITUTED. 

AND I will venture to hy it down as the first 
maxim, and .corner-stone of this oitr art, that 
whoever would excel therein, must studiously 
avoid, detest, and turn his head from all the 
ideas, ways, and workings of that pestilent foe 
to wit, and destroyer of fine figures^ which is 
known by the name of comtnon sense.* His bu- 
siness must be to contract the true g-o«/ df trovers; 
and to acquire a most happy, uncommon, unac- 
countable *ay of thinking. 

He is to consider himsdf as a grotesque pain- 
.ter, whose wbrks would be spoiled by an imitation 
of nature, or uniformity of design. He is to 
iDiDgle bits of the most various, or discordant 
kinds, landscape, history, portraits, animals; and 
connect them with a great deal of flourishing, 
by head or tail, as it shall please his imagination, 
and contribute to his principal end; which is, 
to glare by strong oppositions of colours, and 
surprise by contrariety of images. 

Serpcntei avibui gecniDenhir, tigribua agni. Hoi. 

His design ought to be like a labyrinth, out of 
which nobody can get clear but himsetf. And 

• This is too stronglf expressed : directly, and wilboul p^ 
liation aod disgu'iac, to fecontiniend absurdity is false writing, 
and uuoatuTBl to a grrai d^eej bo aUo is the begiatiing (tf the 
tpnth chapter. Dr, WipTou. 

since- 
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■ioce the great art of poetry is to tAix truth 
with fiction,* in order to join the credible with 
the surprising, oiu author shall produce the cre- 
dible, by painting nature in her lowest simpli- 
city;. and the surprising, by contradicting com- 
mon opinion. In the very same manner he will 
affect the marvellous; he will draw Achilles with 
the patience of Job ; a prince talking like a jack- 
pudding ; a maid of honour selling bargains; a 
footman speaking like a philosopher; and a fine 
gentleman like a scholar. Whoever is cODver* 
sant in modern plays, may make a most nobis 
collection of this kind, and at the same time 
form a complete body of modem ethics and 
morality. 

Nothing seemed more plain to our g^eat au- 
thors, than that the world hath long beea weary 
of natural things. How much the contrary are 
formed to please, is evident from the universal 
applause daily given to the admirable entertain- 
ments of harlequins and magicians on our stage. 
When an audience behold a coach turned into a 
wheelbarrow, a conjurer into an old woman, or 
a man's head where his heels should be ;t how 
are they struck with transport and dehght ! which 
can only bt imputed to this cause, that each ob- 

* Atque itB mentiinr, aic nna falsa rentbcet." Hoback. 

t Alluding to Rich and Gibber's Pantomimei. Yet tbci^ 
perhaps, maj be considered innocent, ti well as pleasant, la coot- 
parisoD af aomc of our dramatic entertainmeals ; they do itot 
amke rice virtuci and virtue vice; ibfj da not dress ap wliat 
pusion tbe aoAor plcaties, in the tawdry end fascinating omameDti 
of unnstnnd Wtiliment, nor deitribe hyperbolical benevoleace, 
•niiable adalleiy, bercHC roVberj, or tublime ptastltaiion ; whitA 
is more than we am fay of tb« G*rmaii dramatitU. Bowus. 

ject 
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ject is changed into that which bath been tug* 
gested to them by their own low ideas before. 

Ue ought therefore to render himself muter 
of this happy and anti-natural way of thinking, to 
such a degree, as to be able, on the appearance of 
any object, to furnish his imagination with ideas 
infinitely below it. And his eyes should be like 
unto the wrong end of a perspective glass, by 
which all the objects of nature are lessened. 

For example ; when a true genius looks upon 
the sky, he immediately catches the idea of a 
piece of blue lute-string, or a child's mantle. 

The sfciei, whose ipreadiDg Tolnmei loirce have room, 
SpuQ IhiD, and wove in oature'i fineit loom, 
llie new-born world in their loft lap embrac'd. 
And all around ihdr »tanj mantle cast,* 

If he looks Upon a tempest, he shall have aa 
image of a tumbled bed, and describe a succeed- 
ing calm in this manner; 

Tbc ocean, jojed to lee the lempeit fled. 

New laji hiB wavei, and imootbi bia raffled bed.f 

The triumphs and acclamations of the angels at 
the creation of the universe present to his ima- 
gination " the rejoicings on the lord mayor's 
day;" and he beholds those glorious beings ce- 
lebrating their Creator, by huzzaing, making 

* Prince Arthur, p. 41, 42. f P. 14. 

N. B. In order to do justice to these great poeti^ our dtatjou 
are taken fram ibe beit, the lait, and most correct editioas of ' 
their work*. That which we oaa of Prince Arlbar, ii in doo- 
dedmoj 1714, the fbnrt^ editioo revised. Pofb. 

illumi- 
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iVluminatioDS, and flinging squibs, crackers, and 
ftky-rockets. 

GlorioQi ill umi nation I, made od high 
By all the start and plaoets of the iky. 
In juct degrees, aod shining order placed, 
Spectatora cbann'd, and the blest dwellings graced. 
Tbrough all the eolighten'd air swift tire-workt flew, 
' Which with repeated shouts glad cherubs threw. 
Comets ascended with their sweeping train. 
Then fell in starry showers and glittering rain. 
In air ten tbouund meteon blazing hung. 
Which from th' eternal battlement* were flung.* 

If a man, who is violently fond of wit, will 
sacrifice to that passion his friend or his God, 
-would it not be a shame, if he who is smit with 
the love of the bathos, should not sacrifice to it 
all other transitory regards ? You shall hear a 
zealous Protestant deacon invoke a saint, and 
modestly beseech her to do more for us than 
Providence. 

Look down, blest saint, with pity then look down. 
Shed OD this land thy kinder influence. 
And guide m throagh the ousts of providence. 
In which wc stray. + 

Neither will he, if a goodly simile come in his 
way, scruple to affirm himself an eye-witness of 
things never yet beheld by man, or never in ex- 
istence ; as thus : 

Thus have I seen in Araby the btett, 

A pbcenis cooch'd npon her funeral nest.} 

• Prince Arthur, p. 50. 

t AmbwMC Philips on the death of qneen Mary. Warbuhton. 

t Anon. Wastok. 

But 
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But to convince you that nothiog is so great 
which a marvellous genius prompted by this 
laudable zeal is not able to lessen; hear how the 
most sublime of all beings is represented in the 
following images. 

First he is a Painter. 

Sometimet the Lord of natuK in tbe air 
Sprcadi forth bU clouds, his lable cannui, where 
Hie pencil, dipt in bcxnmly colour bright, 
pBiati hif fair rainbow, charming to the sight.* 

Now he is a Chemist. 

Th' Altnighty Chemist does hU work prepare, 
Poon down his waters on the thinty plain, 
Digcits his lightning, and distils his rain.f 

Now he is a Whestlbb. 
Mc in bis gnpiog arms th' Eternal took. 
And with such mighty force my body shook. 
That tbe strong grasp my members sorely bruis'd, 
Broke all my bones, and all my sinews loos'd.t 

Now a Recruiting Officeb. 

For clouds tbe simbeams levy fresh supplies. 
And raise recruits of vapoors, which arise 
Drawa from the seas, to muster in the skies.|| 

• Blackmore, opt. edit. duod. I/lfi, p 171. 

Tbe gravity of the solemn pedsnt Scriblenis is not at all kept 
tip in this piece. His critidsma are not any more in character 
than the Travels of Gulliver, erroneously asserted to be part of 
tbe plan intended to be pursued by Pope, Arbuthnot, and 
Swift. No man ever atten^ted so many epic poemi as Black- 
more; and few have written so many verses, except pertupa 
Lopez de Vega, who is said to have produced id all 21,310 
verses. Dr. Waetom. 

t Blackmore, Pj. dv. p. 263. J P. 75. H P. 1 70, 

Kone of these images are ntor* abiunl Hod irhere Dryden 

Noir 
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Now a peaceable Guarantzz. 

Id leagaes of peace the neighbours did agree. 
And to maintaiD them God wat guarantee,* 

Tlien he is an Attornet. 

Job, as a vile ofiender, God indites. 
And terrible decrees against me writes, 

God will not be my advocate. 

My caose to manage or debate, f 

In the following lines he is a Goldbbatir. 

Who the rich metal beats, and then with care 
Unfolds the golden leaves to gild the fields of air. { 

Then a Follih. 



' th' exhaling reeks, that secret rise. 
Borne on reboooding sunbeams through the skies, 

nys, in the 231st stanza of his Annus Mirabilis, that the Al> 
mighty having looked down for some time wi the fire of Lmtdoi^ 
at last daps an extinguisher upon it : 

" An hollow crystal pyramid he takes 
Id firmamental waters dipt above j 
Of it a broad extinguisher he makes. 
And hoods the flames that to their quarry drove." 

But another passage in Dryden is carried to a still greater length 
of profaneness and absurdity in his Hind and Panther; who Epeak* 
thn* of the Creator : 

" The divine Blacksmith iii th' abyss of light. 
Yawning and lolling with a careless beat. 
Struck ont the mute creation at a heat } 
But he work'd hard to hammer out our souls. 
He blew the bellows, and sllrr'd up the coals ; 
Long time he thought, and could not on a sudden, 
pLuead up with unskimm'd milk this reasoning pudding." 
Dr. Wartom. 
«. BUcknfere, p. 70. | P.61. 'J P. 181. 

Arr 
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Are thickeo'd, wrought, and whitea'd, till tb^ grow 
A heavenly fleece • — — — 

A Mebcib, or Packer. 
Didit thoQ ODC end of air's wide curtain holdf 
And help the bales of j&hcr to onfold ; 
6a}r, which coemtcan pile wa* by thy hand ODToll'd ? f 

A BOTLER. 

He nieasurci all the drops with wondroas skill. 
Which the black clondi, bis floating bottlea. Ml. ( 

And a Baker. 



II God in the wilderness his table spread. 
And in hii airy ovens bak'd their bread. ^ 



CHAP. 



• p. 18. t Pwl- P- 174. t P- 131. 

It it remarkable that Swift highly coinmcDds Biackmore in 
Boorc than one place; from whom Dr. Johoion strangely asserts 
that Pop* might have learnt the art of reasooiog in verse, exem- 
plified in the Poem on Creation ; but Ambrose Philips related that 
Biackmore, as be proceeded in this poem, communicated it from 
time to time to a club of wits, bis asaociates, and that every man 
CMitiibated as he could, either improvement or correction ; so that 
there are perhaps no where in the book thirty lines together that 
now stand as ibey were originally written. Dr. Wahvos, 
II Biackmore, Song of Mosea, p. 218. 

I There is nothing so offensive to taste as the mixture of luiSmt 
and vM^ar imagery J but there are very few poets who stand clear 
of it: Virgil has a simile of a Topj Homer his Jack-ass j Dry- 
den, Cowley, and indeed all our early writers, abocnd in ibis 
false imagery. It seems indifferent, whether they furiue a meta- 
fhor drawn from the ion, or from a candle; witness Dryden's de- 
scription of the fire of London, 8cc. Milton has himself been. 
In some passages, too little attentive to this Impropriety } in gene- 
ral, his great mind naturally embraced worthy and lofty illustra- 
tion i but if a megner illustration suggested itself, be did not 
pgiue to rqcct it. So in the exquisite Comus : 

O thieviiH 
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«f THE SBVSRAL KINDS Ot GENIUSES IN THE 
PROrUND, AND THE MABKS AND CHARAGTERa 
OF BACH. 

I DOUBT uot, but the reader, by this cloud of 
examples, begins to be convinced of the truth of 
our assertion, that the bathos is an art, and that 
the genius of no mortal whatever, following the 
mere ideas of nature, and unassisted with an ha- 
bitual. Day laborious peculiarity of thinking, 
could arrive at images so wonderfully low and 
unaccountable. The great author, from whose 
treasury we have drawn all these instances (the 
father of the bathos, and indeed the Homer of it) 
has, like that immortal Greek, confined his la- 
bours to the greater poetry, and thereby left 
room for others to acquire a due share of praise 
in inferior kinds. Many painters, who could 
never bit a nose or an eye, have with felicity 

O tbieviab night. 
Why ihoutd'st thou, but for tome fdoDioiu endr 
Id thj Jari lantern thus dose up the itarsj 
That Satur* hung in hearen, and fill'd tbetr 1«ID|W 
With CTerlutiug oUf &C. 

Ibpe \t m general very prone in this respect ; indeed, such is the 
present taite and good kdsc, (bat, at T. Warton observes, " al* 
most every writer, avoids such palpable absurdities j but in the 
present age, had Comui been written, we should not perhaps hav« 
had the greatest bcaudei of it* wild and romantic imagery." la 
&ct, avoiding ftuitt, ii mt iMngi creating beauties, amther. 
Bow tat. 
copied 
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copied a smallpox, or been admirable at a toad or 
a redherriiig: and seldom are we without geni- 
uses for still-life, which they can work up and 
stiffen with incredible accuracy. 

A universal genius rises not in an age; but 
when he rises, armies rise in him ! he pours 
forth five or six epic poems with greater facility, 
than five or six pages can be produced by an ela- 
borate and servile copier after nature or the an- 
cients. It is affirmed by Quintilian,* that the 
same genius, which made Germanicus so great a 
general, would, with equal application, have 
made him an excellent heroic poet. In. like 
manner, reasoning from the affinity there ap- 
pears between arts and sciences, I doubt not, but 
an active catcher of butterflies, a careful and 
fanciful pattern -drawer, an industrious collector 
of shells, a laborious and tuneful bag-piper, or a 
diligent breeder of tame rabbits, might severally 
excel in their respective parts of the bathos. 

I shall range these confined and less copious 
geniuses under proper classes, and (the better to 
give their pictures to the reader) under the 
names of animals of some sort or other ; where- 
by he will be enabled, at the first sight of such 
as shall daily come forth, to know to what kind 
to refer, and with what authors to compare 
them-t 

I. The 

• Iq a fine panage of the tenth book : " Gcrmaoicuin Augni- 
tam ab initiiutii studiis deflexit cura terrarum i paramque dUi 
..visum cat es£e cum oiBximuBi poetaruni." Dr. Warton. 

f This vaa the chapter which gave so much offence, and ex- 
cited inch laud clamours ngaicEt our author by hb introductioD of 

these 
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1. The riyiug Fi^es : these are writers who 
now and then rise upon their fins, and 6y out of 
die profund ; but their wings are soon dry, ajid 
they drop down to the bottom. G. S. A. H. • 
C. G.t 

2. The Swallon's are authors, that are ' eter- 
nally skimmiDg and ilutteriog up and down, but 
ill their agility is employed to catch, flies. L. T. t 
W. P. Lord H. II 

3. The Ostriches are such, whose heaviness 
rarely permits them to raise themselves from the 
ground ; their wings are of no use to lift them 
np, and their motion is between flying and walk- 
ing; but then they run very fast, D. F. L. E.§ 
the hon. E. H. | 

4. The Parrots are they, that repeat another's 
words iu such a hoarse odd voice, as makes them 
seem their own. W B. W. S. C. C.«* the reve- 
rend D. D. 

these ialtial letters, whicli he in vain asserted were placed at ran- 
dom, and meant no pariicolar writers -, which was not believed. 
Tbece inilial letters cannot now be authenEically filled up. 

Dr. Wahtow. 

• By a letter from Mr. Pope to Aaron Hill, (printed in RutF- 
bead'a Life of Pope, p. 553) it appears Ihat Mr. Hill took these 
iDilial letters to be meant of himself; " though every letter ia 
the alphabet" (Mr, Pope says) " was put in the same manner : and 
in truth (except some few) ttiose letters were set at random, to 
occasion, what they did occasion, the suspicion of bad and jealoui 
writer*, of which number J could never reckon Mr. Hill, and 
most of wboa£ names I did not know." We are afraid that natiy 
of the warmest admirers of Mr, Fope will be inclined toadoabt 
this peremptory aiBcrtioa. N. 

t Charles Gildon. Bowles. X Tihbald. Bowiti. 

H Lord Hervey, Bowles. § Laorance Eusden. Bowlss. 

4- Hon. Edw. Howard, called in the Dunciad, " High>born 
Howard." Bowles. #« Colley Cibbcr, Bowles. 

TOL. xviii. ■ 5. Th» 
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5. The Didappers are authors, that keep them- 
selves long out of sight, under water, and come 
up now and then, where you least expected them. 
L. W. * G. D. t esq the hon. Sir W. Y. 

6. Tlie Porpoises are unwieldy and big; they 
put all their numbers into a great turmoil and 
tempest, but whenever they appear in plain light 
(which is seldom) they are only shapeless and 
ugly monsters. I. D. % C. G.|i I. O. § 

7. The Frogs are such, as can neither walk nor 
fly, but can leap and bound to. admiration; they 
live generally in the bottom of a ditch, and make 
a great noise, whenever they thrusttheir heads 
above water. E. W.J. I. M.»»esq. T. D-tt gent. 

8. Tlie £els are obscure authors, that wrap 
themselves up in their own mud, but are mighty 
nimble and pert. L. W.JJ L. T.|||j P. M.§§ Ge- 
neral C. 

g. The Tortoises are slow and chill, and like 
pastoral writers, delight much in gardens : they 
have for the most part a fine embroidered shell, 
and underneath it a heavy lump. A. P-li W. B.*t 
L. E. The right hon. E. of S. 

These are the chief characteristics of the bathos, 
and in each of these kinds we have the comfort 
to be blessed with sundry and manifold choice 
spirits in this our island. 

* Leonard Welstwi. Bowles. f George Docket. Bowlh. 

t John Dennis. Bowles. || Charles Gildon. Bowi.n. 

5 Jciin Oidmijton. Rowt.es. i Edward Ward. Bowlbe. 

*« James Moore. Bowles. ^\ Thomas DiickcL Bowlbs. 

JI Leonard Welsted. Bowles. |||| Tibbald. Bowlbb. 

H Peter Motteux, Bowles. 4+ Ambrose Philip*. Bowlm. 
•t 'William Broome, Bowles. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

OP THE PHOFUND, WHBN IT CONSISTS IN THK 
THOUdHT. 

WE have already laid down the principlea, upon 
which our author is to proceed, and the manner 
of forming his thought hy familiarizing his mind 
to the lowest ohjects; to which it may be added, 
that vulgar conversation will greatly contribute. 
There is no question, but the garret or the prin- 
ter's boy may often be discerned in the composi- 
tions made in such scenes and company; and 
much of Mr. Curl himself has been insensibly 
infused into the works of his learned writers. 

The physician, by, the study and inspection of 
urine and ordure, approves himself in the sci- 
ence; and in like sort, should our author accus- 
torn and exercise his imagination upon the dregs 
of nature.* 

This will render his thoughts truly and funda- 
mentatly low, f and carry him many fathoms be- 
yond mediocrity. For, certain it is (though 
some lukewarm heads iniagine they may be safe 
by temporizing between the extremes) that where 
there is not a triticalness or mediocrity io the 
thought, it can never be sunk into the genuine 
and perfect batlios by tlie most elaborate low exr 
pression : it can, at most, be only carefully ob- 
scured, or metaphorically debased. But, it is the 

* Pope, ai! Jobntcoi observed, seems to take dalJght ia thbga 
phfsicatlj impure. Bowles. 

t It would br unpardonable not to ceniure lucb imiges and ex- 
.ptestioDs. Dr. Wartor. 

E 2 thojgbt 
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thought alone that strikes, and gives the whole 
that spirit, which we admire and stare at. For 
iostaace, in that ingenious piece on a lady's 
drinking the Bath waters : 

Shedriofcs! Bhedrioki! behold the noatchleii dame I 

To bcr 'tis water, but to as 'tis flame : 

Thus fire is water, water fire by turns, 

Aod the same stream at once both cools and bumi. * 

What can be more easy and unaffected, than the 
diction of these verses ? It is the turn of thought 
alone, and the variety of imagination, that charm 
and surprise us. And when the same lady goes 
into the bath, the thought (as in justice it ought) 
goes still deeper : 

Venus beheld her, 'midst her crowd of ilaves. 
And tboDght herself just risen from the wav-es. -f 

How much out of the way of common sense is 
this reflection of Venus, not knowing herself 
from the lady ! 

Of the same nature is that noble mistake of a 
frighted stag in a full chace, who, saith the poet — 

Hean bU own feet, and thiolvs thef toanA like morej 
Aod fears the hind feet will o'ertake the fore, J 



^Anonymous. -f Idem. 

J .Dr. Ridley told Mr. Steevens that Mr. Spence informed him, 
these lines were originady in " Windsor Forest," as Pope had 
acknowledged to him : niid that when Spence had published the 
first part of his Essay on the Odynficy, Pope immediately intro- 
duced himself, and' en treated for better treatracnt in the second. — 
Mr. Spence also informed Dr. Warloo that this paesage, and many 
. other ridiculous ones, in thi.^ treatise, were quoted from our poet's 
own early pieces, particularly his- epic poem, called Alcander. So 
senaible of its own erron aoi imperfectk>m U a mind truly great. 

—When 
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So astonishing as these are, they yi«ld to the 
foliowing, whi;h is profundity itself. 
None bQl bim&clf can be his parallel. * 

Unless it may seem borrowed from the thought 
of that master of a show in SmithBeld, who writ 
in large letters of the picture of his elephant, 

This is the greatest elephant ia the world, except himself. 

However, our next instance is certainly an 
original. Speaking of a beautiful infant: 

So fair ibou art, that if great Cupid be 
A child, ai poets say, lure thou art he ! 
Fair V<;dus would mistake thee for her own. 
Did not thy eyes proclaim thee not her ion. 
There all thelightDings of thy motbtr'i sbioe. 
And with a fatal bnghtaess'lciU in thine. 

First he is Cupid, then he is not Cupid ; first 
VeoHS would mistake him, then she would not 
mistake him : next his eyes are his mother's, 
and laatly they are not his mother's, but hit 
own. 

Another author, describing a poet, that shines 
forth amid a circle of critics ; 

Thus Phoebus through the zodiac takes his way. 
And amid monsters rises into day, 

—When Voltoire first brought on the siagc his Mariamne, 1722, 
in which Herod gave her a cup of poison, the parterre cried out, 
" La Rcine boil," and the play was damned. N, 
* Theobald, Double Falsehood. 

It is a little remarkable that this line of Theobald, which ia 
iboagbt to be the masterpiece of absurdity, is evidently copied 
ftoffl a line of Seneca, in the Hercules Furens : 
" - Quxris Aldd« parem, 
Nemo fit nisi Ipse " Dr. Wabtok. 

B 3 What 
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What a peculiarity is here of invention ! The 
author's pencil, like the wand of Circe, turns all 
into monsters at a stroke. A great genius takes 
things in the lump, without stopping at minute 
considerations: in vain might the ram, the bull, 
the goat, the lion, the crab, the scorpion, the 
fishes, all stand in its way, as mere natural ani- 
mals : much more might it he pleaded, that a 
pair of scales, a;i old man, and two innocent 
children, were no monsters : there were only the 
centaur and the maid, that could be esteemed 
out of nature. But wliat of that? with a bold- 
ness petuliar to these daring geniuses, what he 
found not monsters, he made so. 



CHAP. vni. 

PF THE PliOFUND, CONSISTING OF THE CIRCUH-- 
STANCES: AND IN AMPLIFICATION AND PE- 
RIPIIRASE IN GENERAL. 

WHAT in a great measure distingyishe? other 
writers from ours, is their choosing and separat- 
ing such circumstances in a description, as cn- 
Hoblp Qr elevate the subject. 

The circumstances which are most natural are 
obvious, therefore not astonishing or peculiar: 
but those that are far fetched or unexpected, or 
lia^dly cpmpatihie, wjll surprise prodigiously. 
These therefore we must principally hunt out ; 
but above all preserve a laudable prolixity; pre- 
senting th« whole and every side at once of tha 

image 
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image to view. For, choice and distinotion are 
not only a curb lo the spirit, and limit the de- 
scriptive faculty, but also lessen the book ; which 
is frequently the worst consequence of all to our 
author. 

Job says in short, he washed his feet in butter; 
a circumstance some poets would have softened, 
or passed over: now hear iio\v thi» butter is 
jpread out by the great genius. 

Al^h tcati diBbCDded wiib tfaetr milky store. 
Such numerous lowing herds before my door. 
Their painful burden lo unload did meet. 
That wc with butter might have washed oar feet. * 

How cautious and particular ! *' He had," says 
our aijthor, " so many herds, which herds thri- 
ved so well, and thriving so well gave so much 
milk, and that milk produced so much butter, 
that, if he did out, he might have washed his feet 
in it," 

The ensuing description of Hell is no less re- 
markable in the pircumstanpe.'s. 

lu flaming heaps the raging ocean rolls. 
Whose livid waves involve despairing louU;. 
The liquid bumings dreadful colours shew, 
SoDie deeply red and oihcrs faiuily blue, f 

Could the most minute- Dutch painter have 
been more exact ■ How inimitably circumstan- 
tial is this also of a wawhorse ! 

His eyeballs bam, he wounds the smoking plain. 
And knots of scarlet riband deck his mane. } 

* Btackirorp^ Job, p. 133. 
f Prince Arthur, p. sg, X Anpnyrapus. 

m4 Of 
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Of certain Cud gel- players. 

Tbey brandish high io air their tbreat'niog itaveg, 
ITieir hands a woven guard of oacr lavcs. 
Id which they fix their hazel weapon'i end. * 

Who would not think the poet had past hia 
whole life at wakes in such laudable diversions? 
since he teaches us how to hold, nay how to 
make a cudgel ! 

Periphrasef is another great aid to prolixity; 
being a diiFused circumlocutory manner of ex- 
pressing 

* Priuce Arthur, p 197. 

f It is to ho 1ameDle4 that our author binuelf bas faroiihed 

too man; examples of iaiproper Feriphrase and AiapU6cation Ik 

hi» traoslationg of Homer. Of a Tripod set on the fire be tay», 

(Odyssey, b. viii.) : 

f The flames climb round it with a fierce embrace 
The fuming waters babble o'er the blaze." 

Of a person wearied : 

" ■ Lost in lassitude be all the man i 
Deprivd of voice, of motion, and of breath; 
The soul scarce wakiag in the arms of death." 

Of shutting a door, (b. i.) : 

" The bolt obedient to the silken cord. 
To the strong staple's inmost depth restor'd, 
Sccuf'd the »alTe, 

Of a vword, (b. viil.); 

'f -^— Whose blade of brats dt<iplays 
A ruddy gleam i whose hilt a silver blaze; 
Whose ivory sheath inwrought with curious pridft, 
Adds gracefiil (error to the wearer's sjde. 

These, and a pumber of other lines that might be added, are 
ipstances of the ^tse-fiorid and over-laboured ornament, directlj 
contrary to the nmpllaty and taa%y of Homer. At the sama 

tiaif 
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pressing a known idea, which should be 90 mys- 
teriously couched, as to give the reader the plea- 
sure of guessing what it is, that the author can 
possibly mean ; and a strange surprise, when he 
finds it. 

The poet I last mentioned is incomparable in 
his figure. 

A waving sea of heads was rounil mn spread, 
And stiUfrcsb streams the gazing deluge fed. * 

Here is a waving sea of heads, which by a fresh 
ptream of heads grows to be a gazing deluge of 
heads. You come at last to find, it means a great 
prowd. 
How pretty and how genteel is the following ! 

Nature's confectioDer 

WbtKe suckets are moist alchemy : 
The still of his refining mould 
Minting Ibe garden into gold.f 

What is this but a bee gathering honey? 

Little Syren of the stage. 
Empty warbler, breaiUing lyre, 
WaDlon gale of fond desire. 
Tuneful mischief, vocal spell. J— - 

time it ough^ to be observed, that he was betrayed into this tui^d, 
fonxA, and figurative language, by the difficulty of translating 
Homer into rhyme ; for be never falls into this fault in his othw 
works, which are remarkable for purity and brevity of style. 
" Cett unc belle chose (says Comeitle, with his amiable frank- 
pcu in one of his prefaces] jjuc de faire vers puissans & majes- 
tneui ; cetle pompe ravit d'ordinaire les esprits, & pour Ic moini 
)a ibiouit: mais il l^ut que les lujets en fassent oaitre les occa- 
^ons." Clitandre, p. 108. Dr. Waetok. 
» Job, p. 78. 
-f Clei-eland. ^ Ambrose f lulips to Cazzooa. 

^ho 
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Who would think, this was only a poor gentle- 
voman, that sung finely ? 

We may define amplification to be making the 
most of a thought : it is the spinning-wheel of 
the bathos, which draws out and spreads it into 
the finest thread. There are amplifiers, who can 
extend half a dozen thin thoughts over a whole 
folio ; but for which, the tale of many a vast ro- 
mance, and the substance of many a fair volume, 
might be reduced to the size of a primer. 

In the book of Job are these words, " Hast 
thou commanded the morning, and caused the 
day-spring to know his place ?" How is this ex- 
tended by the most celebrated amplifier of our 
age ? 

Canst thou set forth tb' ethereal miaes on bigh^ 
Which the refulgent ore of light supply ! 
Is the celestial furnace to thee known, 
In which I melt the golden metal down ? 
Tieasuresj from whence I deal out light as fast. 
As all my stars and lavish suns can waste. * 

The same author ha^ amplified a passagp in the 
civ"" psalm; "He looks on the earth, and it 
trembles. He touches the hills, and they smoke." 

The bills forget they're fii'd, and io their fright 
Cast off their weight, and ease themselves for flight : 
The woods with terror wing'd outfly ihc wind. 
And leave the heavy, panting hills bebiud. f 

Vou 

• Job, p. )08. t Job, p, 267. 

There are rather too many examples, hpwever apposite they 

may be, taken from BUckmore alone. The Job of Sandys doe* 

not seem to be admired and known, in a degree equal to its merits. 

Haite tol^ 0^ bow highly Pope thought of it. 7be Vfrsificalion 
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YoH here see the hills not trembling, but shak- 
ing off woods from their backs, to run the faster: 
after tliis you aife presented with a foot-race of 
mountains and woods, where the woods distaoqe 
the mountaiDS, that, like corpulent pursy fellows, 
come puffing and panting a vast way bebifu) 
them. 



CHAP. IX. 



OF IMITATION, AND THE MANNER Of 
lUITATING. 

THAT the true authors of the profund are to 
imitate diligently the examples in their own 
way, is not to be questioned, and that divers have 
by this means attained to a depth, whereuuto 
their own weight couid never have carried them, 
is evident by sundry instances. Who sees not 
that De Foe was the poetical son of Withers, 
Tate of Ogilby, E. Ward of John Taylor, and 
Eusden of Blackmore? Therefore when we sit 
down to write, " let us bring some great author 
to our mind, and ask ourselves this question; 
'f How would Sir Richard have said this? do I 

ii equal to that of Waller. There is great force and energj' in 
Young's Parapbraieon part of ibe book of Job. Dr. Wabtoh. 
* Ad admirable Parody on the Fourteenth Section of Long!- 
out, vben be advises the writer to ask hiimclf, whilst he is com- 
poung any work, " How woald Homer, Plato, or Demostbenei, 
btje nprcssed tbcmselrn oo this lubj^t i" pr. 'Wa^tov. 

' ■ ei^' 
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express myself as simply as Ambrose Philips ? or 
flow my Tiumbers wilh the. quiet thoughtlessness 
ofWr. Welsted?"* 

But it may seem somewhat strange to assert, 
that our proficient should also read the works 
of those famous poets, who have excelled in the 
sublime: yet is not this a paradox. As Virgil 
is sat4 to have read Eniius, out of his dunghill to 
draw gold ; so may our author read Shakespeare, 
Milton, and Dryden, for the contrary eiid, to 
bury their gold in his own dunghill. A true 
genius, "f when he finds any thing lofty or shining 
in them, will have the skill to bring it down, take 
off the gloss, or quite discharge the colour, by 
some ingenious circumstance orperiphrase, some 
addition or diminution, or by some of. those 
figures, the use of which we shall shew iti our 
next chapter. 

The book of Job is acknowledged to be infinite- 
ly sublime, and yet hasnotthe father of the bathos 
reduced it in every page ? Is there a passage in 
all Virgil more painted up and laboured than the 
description of Etna in the third ^ueid ? 

— HoTTifidsjtista tonat ^Ina niinjs. 
Intent um que atram pTommpil ad cEthcra nnbeic. 
Turbine fumantem piceo, et candenle favilta, 
Attollitque globos flammarum, et sidera lanibil ! J 

iDterdam 



* A writer not so totalljr contemptible. See hii Works, pab- 
lisbed by Mr. Nichols, with a defence of several of bit pieces, 
Bvo. 1767. Db.Wabton. 

t Here again a bare-faced absurdity is recommended without 
palliation, which is false and uoDatural writing. 

{ Thesetwo words^ aAcr he bad said " AtlollitqncgiobaB flain- 
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Interdam icopulo* «TOl«u]iie 'rtsCcn montit 
Erigit eructans, Uquelitctaque laia anb iDiai 
Ctim gemitu gtomerat, fundoqiic esvituat imo, 

(I beg pardon of the gentle English reader, tn<l 
such of our writers as umlerstaiul not Latin.) Lol 
how tliis istaken down by our British poet, by the 
single happy thought of throwing the iiiountuia 
into a fit of the colic. 

Etna, aa<J all tl)e burotcig racmntains, fiod 
llieir kindled stores with inbred storms of wind 
Blown up to rage ; and roaring oat conoplain. 
As torn wjih inward gripes, and tort'ring pain : 
Lab'ring, thejr cnst iheir dreadltil vomii round. 
And with thdr melted bowels ipread (he ground." 
Horace, ia search of the sublime, struck his 
head against the stars ; f but £mpedocles, to fa- 
thom 

manun," are perhaps ike 011I7 two in Vi^l ibat majr be called 
bombast and nipertragical, ovrfoyixa, uya Lon^as, but 

■ Perhaps we bare not in our language a more strikiiig example 
of a true turgid eipression and genuine fustian and bombast, than 
in tbefalloving lines of Xat Lee's Alexandettlie Great, Wboiain- 
(roduccd saying, 

*' When GI017, lilte the dazzling eagle, stood 
Pcrch'd on my beaver in the Graoic flood j 
When Fortune's self my standard tremfaHng bore. 
And the pate Fates stoitd frighten "d on the shore } 
When the Immortals on the billows rode. 
And I myself appear'd the leading God !" 
Is it to be conceived that Dr. Warburton affirmed, in a long 
note on the First Epistle of Horace, b. i>. that " these six lines 
contain not only the most sublime, but the most judicious im- 
agery that poetry could conceive or paint }" I thought that a noM 
which contained 10 outrageoos a paradox, and so totally incon- 
sistent with true taste aod scJid judgment, ou^t not 10 be re- 
tained. Dr. W*«T0N. 
* PrinceAithor, p. 75. t " SdiUmt feriotnaidera TeiticF." 

And 
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thorn the profund, threw himself into jEtita. And 
who but would imagine our excellent modera 
had also been there from this description ? 

Imitation is of two sorts; the first is, when we 
force to our own purposes the thought of others ; 
the second, consists in copying the imperfections 
or blemishes of celebrate(;l authors, t have seen 
a play professedly writ in the style of Shakespeare, 
■wherein the resemblance lay in one single line. 

And so good moiTOw t'ye, good master lieutenaat.* 

And sundry poems in imitation of Milton, 
where, with the utmost exactness, and not so 
much as one exception, nevertheless was constantly. 
nathless, f embroidered was broidered, hermits were 
eremites, disdained 'sdeigned, shady umbrageous, en- 
terprise emprize, pagan paynim, pinions pennons, 
stceet dulcet, orchards orchats, bridge-work pontifical; 
nay htr vas kir, and their was thir, through the 
whole poems. And in very deed, there is no 
other way, by which the true modern poet could 
read to any purpose the, works of such men, as 
Milton and Shakespeare. 

It may be expected, that, like other critics, I 

And so did the -writer <rf the following Jines, in a well-Unowa 
Tragedy : 

" Should the fierce North, upon bis frozen wings, 
£ear him aloft above the wandering clonds, 
And seat him in tbe Pleiads' golden chariot, 
Thence should my fiiiy drag him down to tortures." 
* A line of hiB friend Howe. Bowlbi. 

-f He alluded particularly to Philip's Cyder, of which he often 
expressed a strong di.tapprobation, and particularly on account of 
these antiquated words. He oflen -quoted the tbllowing line as 
not English : 

" Admiaister thdr tepid genial airs." Cyder, b. ii. 

should 
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should next speak of the passions : but as the 
main end and principal effect of the bathos is to 
produce tranquillity of mind (and sure it is a bet- 
ter design to promote sleep than madness) wc 
have little to say on this subjeft. Nor will the 
short bounds of this discourse allow us to treat 
at large of the emollients and opiates of poesy; 
of the cool, and the manner of producing it; or 
of the methods used by our authors in managing 
the passions. 1 shall but transiently remark, 
that nothing contributes so much to the cool, ai 
the use of wit in expressing passion; the true 
genius rarely fails of points, conceits, and proper 
similes on such occasions : this we may term the 
pathetic epigram matical, in which even puns are 
made use of with good success. . Hereby our 
best authors have avoided throwing themselvei 
or their readers into any indecent transports. 

But, as it is sometimes needful to excite the 
passions of our antagonist in the polemic way, 
the true students in the law have constancly taken 
their methods from low life, where they observed, 
that to move anger, use is made of scolding and 
railing; to move love, of bawdry; to beget fa- 
vour and friendship, of gross flattery ; and to 
produce fear, of calumniating an adversary with 
crimes obnoxious to the state. As for shame, it 
is a silly passion, of which as our authors are 
incapable themselves, so tliey woujd not produce 
it in others. 
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CHAP. X. 

OF TROPES AND FItiUllES: AND FIRST OF tHB 
VARIEGATING, CONFOUNDING, AND REVER- 
SING FIGURES. 

BUT we proceed to the figures. We cannot 
too earnestly recommend to ourautliors the study 
of the abuse of speech. They ought to lay 
down as a principle, to say nothing in the usual 
.way, but (if possible) in the direct contrary. 
Therefore the figures must be so turned, as to 
manifest that intricate and wonderful cast of. 
head, which distinguishes all writers of this kind: 
or (as I may say) to refer exactly the mould, ia 
which they were formed, ip all its inequalities, 
cavities, obliquities, odd crannies, and distor- 
tions. 

It would be endless, nay impossible, to enume- 
rate all such figures,* but we shall content our- 

• Atioiher figure which greatly contribute! to the Bathos might 
here be added, which Longinui, ia hi> third tectioD, calls the 
Parenthyrtua ; a kind of violence and etnoiioQ, ill-timed and out 
of season, and disproportioned to the subject j into which good 
writen, aaj Horace himself, is said to have fallen. When he 
says, that " even as the most superb and useful iDODumenls of 
human skill and regal magnificence, the making new porte, the 
draining of marshes, the altering the course of rivers, the boild- 
jog motes, and other vast and' expensive works, alter and deca^; 
ID do words and curreDt expressions ; 

" Debcmur morti oos nostraqut— 
Monalia facta peribunt, 
Ncdum scrnloDum stet honos et gratia vivax." 
, " The objects by which this decay of words arc illostratcd arc 
toola^ and important for the occasion." Hob. Art of Poetry, 
1. 63. See Blondell'i Comparison of Horace aai Pindar. 

Dr. Waston. 
' selvef 
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Selves to range the principal, which most power- 
fiiUy contribute to the bathos, under three classes. 

L The variegating, confounding, or reversing 
tropes and figures; 

II. The magnifying, and 

HI. The diminishing. 

We cannot avoid giving to these the Greek oj? 
Roman names : but in tenderness to our country- 
men and fellow writers, many of whom, however 
cx(]iiisite, are wholly ignorant of those languages, 
ve have also explained them in our mother 
tongue. 

Of the 6rst sort, nothing so much conduces to 
the bathos, as the 

Catachrbsis. * 

A master of this will say, 
" Mow the beard, 
Shave the grass, 
Pin the plank. 
Nail my sleeve/' 

From wbence results the ^me kind of pleasure to 
the mind, as to the eye, when we behold Harle- 
quin trimming himself with a hatchet, hewihg 
down a tree with a rasor, making his tea in a 
cauldron, and brewing his ale in a tea-pot, to 
the incredible satisfaction of the British spectator. 
Another source. of the bathos is. 

The Metontkt, 

the inversion of causes for effects, of inventor* 
for iaveittions, Sec 
VOL. xviii. F Lac'd 
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lac'i In her Cocini * new ippearcJ the brid^ -^ 

A Bubble-bof t <iid Tampion X at her side, V 

Aod with an atr tUvuie her Colnaar || p\y'd : J 

Then O t she criesi what (laves I round me lee I 
Here t lur^t Red-coat, there a imart $Toup£e,| 

The SrsTicDocHB, 

which consists in the use of a part for the whote; 
Yoii may call a young woman soiiietimes prettp~ 
face and pigs-eyts, and sometimes snotty-nose and 
draggle-tail. Or, of accidents, for persons ; as s 
lawyer, is called split-cause, a tailor^ prick-louse, 
Ac, Or of things belonging to a man, for the man 
himself; as a vword-man, a gown-man, a t-m't-d- 
man; a wbite-staff", a turnkey, &c. 

The Arostorxsis, 

an excellent figure for the ignorant, asy " wl»t 
shall I say ?" when one has nothing to say : or^ 
** I can no- more," when one really can no more. 
Expressions which the gentle reader is- so good as- 
never to take in earnest. 

The Mbtapho*.** 
The first rule is to draw it from the lowest things ; 

whiclk 

• Stays. t TweezBr-ca»e. J Watch. |[ Fan. 

i A aort of perriwig : alt wordsin use at tikis present jear IJRt/. 
Popi. 

4. These five lines, and the two at' the bottom of p. 70, are 
rinoted from bis own youthful poems ; u indeed are most of thosa 
inaTked Anorrymeut. See also note on p. 52, Dr. Waktok. 

»* It were to be wished that all the critical c^niona of Dr. 
Johnson were ai solid and jadicious as arebisadtiiirri>leobserTa-' 
tioDf ia the Xjfe of Cowley, on taixt Afetapbon, falN Wit, aod 

what 

C,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 



bP SINKIHO IN P08TST. 6/ 

vHich is a certain way to sink the highest ; as 
Vhen you speak of the thunder of heaven, tay. 

The lords abore are hungry and talk Kg.* 

Or if you would describe a rich man refunding 
his treasures, express it thus, 

Tbo' he (at said) may richet goT^e, the ipoD 
I^infiil in masay Tomil shall recoil : 
Soon (hall be perUh with a itidft decay. 
Like hit 0<ka wdnre, catt with Koro away.f 

tile Second, that whenever you start a meta- 
^r, you must be sure to run it down, and pur- 
sue it as far as it can go. If you get the scent 
ofa state negociation, follow it in this manner : 

Tbe itones and all the elementa with tlim 
Shall ratify « strict coofederacy; 
Wild beasts their savage temper shall forget. 
And for a firm alliance with thee treat ; 
Tbe finny tyrant of the spadoiu scat 
Shall send a scaly embassy for peace } 
His plighted faith the crododile shall keep. 
And seetng thee, for joy lincerety wecp.t 

Or if you represent the Creator denouncing 
war against the wicked, be sure not to omit one 
circumstance usual in proclaiming and levying 
war. 

Envc^ and agents, who by my command 

Seside in Palestina's land. 

To whom commisstana I have given 

To manage there tbe interests of Heaven ; 

wliat (after Dryden) he calls " Metaphysical Poetry," Aiier a 
Mnaia period, in every country and in eveiy langoage men grow 
^nayt^tbe natural, and search after tbe singular. Dr. Wabtoit, 

* Lee's Alexander. t Blaokmore, Job, p^ 91, 93. 

VA, p. 23. 

■■■■' .'J f a Ye 
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Ve holy heralds, who proclaim 

Or war or peace, in miae joar matter's aame,-^ 

Yc pioneers of Heaven, prepare a road. 

Make it plain, direct and broad j-~ 

For I in penoO will my people head; 

^ — — For the divine dclirerer 

Will on his march !n m^esty appear. 

And needs the aid of no confed'rate powV.* 

Under the ai'ticle of the Confounding we rank, 

I. The Mixture OF FieuEE8,f 

vhich raises so many images, as to give you no 
image at all. Bat its principal beauty is, when 
it gives an idea just opposite to what it seemed 
meant to describe. Thus an ingenious artist^ 
painting the spring, talks of a snow of blossoms, 
and thereby raises an unexpected picture of win- 
ter. Of this sort is the following : 

The gaping douds pour lakes of sulphur down, 
Wbfwe livid Sashes sick'niog Baobeams drown. { 

What a noble confusion ! clouds, lakes, brim- 
stone, flames, sun-beams, gaping, pouring, sick- 
ning, drowning ! all in two lines. 

* Blackmore, Isaiah, c. xl. 
t In Concannen's Supplement to the Profuad, letter the 8econd,r 
which is a counterpart to this tenth chapter, and treats of Fignrcii, 
are some more shrewd remarks and more pertinent cxansples than 
might be expected from such a writer, and are enough to make 
MS think he had some more able assistaot. Concaunen was at 
that time an intimate friend of Waiburton : and it has been sng- 
gested was assisted by him in writing these remarks ; but of this 
thereisno positive proof. Dr. Waeton. . 

J Prince Arthur, p, 3?. 

S.The 
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S. Tlie Jabook. 

Thy head shall rise tba' buried in tfae dmt. 

And 'midst the stan his glitt'ring tturets dinut • 

^are, What are the glittering turrets of a' 
nan's head ? 

Upon the share; as frequent as the sand. 

To meet the prince, the glad Dimcdaos stand, f 

Queere, Where these Dimctians stood? and 
of what size they were ? Add also to the jargon ' 
lach as the foliowing : 

Destruction's empire shall no longer last. 
And dego]ation lie for ever waste. X 
Here Niobe, sad mother, makes her moan. 
And teems converted to a ttoae in stone. || 

But for variegation, nothing is more useful thau 
9. ThepAKANOMAsiA, or PuN, § 

where a word, like the tongue of a jack-daw; 
■peaks twice as much b^ being split ; as this of 
Mr. Dennis ; 

Bullets, that wound, like PartbUns as they if : ^ 

• Job, p. 107. t Prince Arthur, p, 157. % Job, p. sg. 
II T. Cook, Poems. W, 

{ An happy reading of Atterbury vindicates Mlton froin do- 
Sndiag his style by a very vils pun often quoted : 

" And brought into this worid, a world of woe." 
Atterbary wonld point it thus t 

" And brought into this world (a world of woo)" 

in a parentheus, and putting the repeated word iq apposition to 
*e farmer. Dr. Wabtow. 

4 Poems, i6g3, p. 13. - 

r3 or 



C,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 



70 HABTINOS SCBIBLERV4 

or this excellent ooe of Mr. Welsted, 

— _■ Behold the virgin lie "J 

Nakcdj an4 ooly cover'd by the sky, * 

To which thou may'st add, 

To lee ber beauties no man needs to ttoop^ 
She bai the whole fa<»ison for her hoop. 

4. The Aktithesia, or Sbe-sat, f 

^Thereby contraries and oppositions are balanced 
in such a way, as to cause a reader to remain sus-; 
pended between them, to his exceeding delight 
and recrcfitton. Such are these on a lady, who 
made herself appear out of size, by hiding a 
young princess under her clothes. 

While the kind njmpb, changing her faaltlcu (hape, 
fiecomca UDhandgotne, handsomely to 'scape. { 

On the maids of honour in maurning. 

Saily tbcf charm, and diwnally they please. || 

— — His eyes so bright 

Let in the abject and let out the light. ( 

The Gods look pale to see us look so red. 4- 

I The Fairies and their qneeq. 

In mantles blue came tripping o'er the green. •« 

All nature felt a reTerentia] shock. 

The sea stood slill to see the iqoont^ns rock, ff 

* Welsted, Aeon and Lavinia. P. 

f It were to be wished our author himself bad not been so vcrj. 
fond of this figure i of all others, if two often rcpeated> the moit 
tiresome and disguslibg. Dr. Waktoh. 

i Waller. ' || Steele, on Queen Mary. f OaBrles. 

i Lee, Alexander. ■• Philips's Pastorals, -ft Blsckmor^ 
Job, p. 176. 

fHAr. 
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CHAP. XI, 



THl PlGpRZt CONTIKOID : OF THI UAONIFTINO 
AND DIUINISHINO FIOUSEB. 

A GENUINE writer of the profund, will take 
care never to magnify any object without cloud- 
ing it at the same time ; his thought will appear 
in a true mist, and very unlike what is in nature. 
It must always be remembered that darkness ii 
an essential quality of the profund, or if there 
chance to be a glimmering, it must be, as Miltoq 
expresses it. 

No lig^t, but rathcf darkneii vitible. 

The chief figure of this sort is. 

The Htpsrboi.b, or impossible. * 
For instance, of a Lion. 

He Toar'd lo load, and look'd lo wondroui grim, 
Hii very ihadov dnnt not fqiiav him. f 

Of a Lady at Dinner. 

The tilrer vbiteneti tb^t adorni Ihy neck^ 
SuUieg the plata and makci the aapkin black, 

* Into which even the great Conteille has lometimcB fallen, 
and that tno even in his Cinna ; much more when he co{»eg the 
eztravaganciei of Guillam de Castro, in bis Cid. The Spanish 
writers abound in these absurdities } and indeed there are many 
nch in ^otron and in Bonsard. Dr. Wabtok, 
t Vet. Aut. 

¥4 Of 
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Of the same. 

;— The obfcureness of her birth 

Cannot eclipse the lustre of her eyea, 1 

Which make her dl one light, * ] 

... , Of a BuU-baitbg. 

Up to the stars the (prawling mastifiv fij-. 
And add new monsicrG f to the frighted sky. 

Of a Scene of Misery. 
Behold a scene of misery and wpe ! 
Here Ai^i soon might weep himself quite blind, 
£v'n tho' he had Briareus's hundred haodi 
To wipe his hundred eyes. J— -^ 

- And that modest request of two ahsent lovers : 

Ye gods ! annihilate Inil space and time. 
And make two lovers bapp)r, 

2. The Periphrasis, which the modenis fall 
the circumbendibus, whereof we have given ex- 
amples in the ninth chapter, aud shall again in 
the twelfth. 

To the same class of the magnifying may be 
referred the following, which are so excellently 
THodern, that we have yet no name for them, la 
describing a country prospect. 

I'd call them mountains, but can't call them to. 

For fear to wrong them with a name too low j 

While the fair vales beneath so humbly lie. 

That even humble seems a term too liigh. || 

III. The last class remains ; of the diminish-; 
ing. 1. the Anticlimax, and figures where th^ 

* Theobald, Doable Falsbood. i Blackmor9,p.a.l. 
% Anonymous. 1| Anonymous. I 

second 
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second line drops quite short of the first, thai» 
S^hich DOthing creates greater surprise. 

On the Extent of tbe Britisli Anns. ' 

Under the Tropics is our lapj^age spoke. 
And part of Flanders hath rcceiv'd oui joke. * 

On 3 'Warrior. 

And tboo, Dalbonsy, the great God of war, - 
X^ieutenant-coloQel to the carl of Mar, f 

Qn the vaJour of the English, 

Nor Art nor Nature hai the force 

To stop its steady courscj - ' 

Wor Alps nor PyrenaeaDs keep it ont ■'■ 

• Nor fortif/d redotibt J 

At other times this figure operates in a larger 
extent ; and when the gentle reader is in expec- 
tation of some great image, he either finds it sur- 
prisingly imperfect, or is presented with some- 
thing low, or quite ridiculous ; a surprise resem- 
bling that of a curious person in a cabinet of an- 
tique statues, who beholds on the pedestal the 
names of Homer, or Cato ; but looking up finds 
Homer without a head, and nothing to be seen 
pf Cato but his privy menibcr. Such are these 
lines of a Leviathan at sea : 

His motioD works, and beats the oozy mud, 
And with its slime incorporates the flood. 
Till all th' tncumbcr'd, thick, fermenting stream 
Does like one pot of boiling ointment seem. 
Where'er he swims, he leaves aloDg the lake 
Such frothy furrows, sncb a foamj track^ 

f Adodtihoiu. f AooDymoiu. % DenniB on Namor* 
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TI)>t all the waters <^ the deep appeal 
Hoarjr— with age, or gra/ witli sudden fear.* 

But perhaps even these are excelled by the en- 
sniDg. 

Jijow the muted flamcB and ^er^ store, -^ 

B7 winds auanltedj in wide forges roar, > 

And ragJDg seas fiow down of melted ore. J 

Sometimes tbcy hear long Iron ban remov'd, 
And to wd fro {lage heaps ^f widcrs sIioyM. f 

2. The Vulgar 

is also a species of the diminishing : by this a spear 
flying into the air is compared to a boy whistling 
as he goes on an errand. 

The mighty Stu^ threw a massj spear, 

Which, wifh its errand pleas'd, sung through the ahr. | 

A man raging with grief to a mastiff dog. 

I cannot stifle ibis gigantic woe, 
NoroD my raging griefs muzzle throw. || 

And clouds big with water to a woman in grei^( 
necessity. 

Distended with the waters in 'em pent, 

The clouds hang deep in air, but hang onrenl, 

3. The Inpaktinb, 

This is, when a poet grows so very simple, as 
to think and talk like a child. I shall take my 
examples from the greatest master in this way. 
Hear how he fondles like a mere stammerer : 



* Blackmore, Job, ig?. f Prince Arthur, p, IS?; 
t Prince Arthur. [] Job^ p. 41. 
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Xitda phann <^ placid mtca. 
Miniature of Beautj'i Qneeq, 
Hi tljcr British bliue of mJae, 
Hither, 9II ye Grecian Ninc^ 
With the lovely Graces tbree^ 
And yopr pretty nnrKliog lee. 
When the meadows next are leeiif 
Sweet enamel, wklte and green. 
When again the lambkin* play. 
Pretty, sportlings ^"^1 <^ May. 
Tbeii the neck so wliile aD4 round, 
(Little neck vith brillianta bound) 
And thy gentleness of mttid, 
(Gentle from a gentle kind) Sai, 
Happy thrice, and thrice again. 
Happiest be of happy men, * tec 

and the rest of those excellent lullabies of hU 
composition, 
How j)rettily he asks the sheep to teach him to 

Weat ? 

Teach me to griere with bleating moan, my abeep.f 

Hear how a babe would reason ou his nurse's 
^eath : 

That ever she could die I Oh most nnUnd ! 
To die, and leave popr Colinet behind ! 
And yet, why blame I ber ? } 

With no less simplicity does he suppose, that 
shepherdesses tear their hair and beat their 
breasts at their own deaths : 

Ye brighter maids, laint emblemi of roy AEr, 
With looks cast down, and wiib disbeyel'd hair, 

* Ambrose PhUips on MIsi Cuzzona. 
t Philips'! Pastoralf. { lUd. 
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In bitter aoguish beat your breasts, and moan 
Hei death untimelji;, as it were your owd. * 



4. The Inanity, or Nothingness. 

Of this the same author furnishes us with most 
beautiful instances. 

Ah silly I, more sillj than my sheep, 
(Which on the flow'ry plain I once did fccep.)t 
To the grave senate she could counsel give, 
(Which with aatonishmcnt they did receive. 
He whom loud cannon could not terrify, 
Falls froDQ the grandeur of his majesty, |I 
Happy, merry as a king. 
Sipping dew— —you sip and ring, f 

"Where you easily perceive the nothingness of 
every second verse. 

The noise returning with returning light. 

What did it? 

Dbpersed the silence, and dispell'd the night. 4- 

The glories of proud London to survey. 

The sun himself shall rise by break of day. «* 

5. The Expletive, 

admirably exemplified in the epithets of many 
aitthors. 

Th' ^mb^ageous shadow, and the verdant green, ft 
The running current, and odorous fragrance. 
Cheer my lone solitude with joyous gladness. 

* Philips's Pastorals. f Ibid. t Plulips on a. Maiy. 

II Ibid. { T, Coolc, op a Grasshc^per. -f Anonymous, 

«* Autor Vet. 
-|-t I am afraid be glanced at. Thomson, Dr. Wastoit, 

Or 
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Or in pretty drawling words like these ; 

All mm his tomb, at! men his sons adore, 
And his tons' sons, till there shall be no more. * 

The riEing sun oar grief did see. 
The setting sun did tee the same ; 

While wretched we remember'd thee, 
O SioDj Sion, lovely name t f 

6. The Macrologt and Plbonabh 

are as generally coupled, as a lean rabbit with a 
fat one; nor is it a wonder, the superfluity of 
words, and vacuity of sense, being just the same 
thing. I am pleased to see ^ne of our greatest 
adversaries t employ his figure. 

Tbe growth of meadows, and the pride of fieldf. 
The food of armies and support of wars, 
Befiise of swords, and gleaningi of a fight, 
Letsen hit numben and contract his host. 
Where'er bis friends retire, or foes succeed, 
Cover'd wiU) tempests, and in oceans <irowii'd. Jf 

Of all which the perfection is 

* T. Cook, Poems. f Ibid. 

■{■ Even such pure writers as Catullus, Lncrelins, and Horace, 
bsTc soraetinies been guilty of Pleonasms : of which there are ex- 
amples in the Miscellaneous Observations of Jortin, p. 3^, vol. it. 
Of this sort of style Quintilian, as usual, speaks elegaoily : ' Ut 
corpora non robore sed valctudine ioflantur; et recto itinere lapst, 
plerumque divertunl. £rit ergo obscurior, quo quiaqui deterior,' 
Again, ' Ut gtatiu^ breves in digitos erignntur, et plura iofirmi 
minantur. — Ne (xieretnr tamen verbis multis ; nam sit louga et im- 
pedita oratio, ut earn judices similem agmini totidem Usas habenii 
quot milites ; in quo et nunierus est duplex, nee duplum viriom.' 
Ttw MX English lines here quoted are a severe stroke on Addison's 
Campaign. Dr. Waktok. 

nCamp. 

The 
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The Tautoi-ogt. 

Break Uiroagh the billow*, and— divide the main, * 
In itDoother numbers, and — ia (ofter venfe. 
Divide-^nd part — the Krer'd WOTld-*in t*6. f 

With ten thousand others equally iriiisidkl, and 
plentifully flowing thrbugh mo3t .of our cele* 
. britted modefn poems. 



CHAP. Xlt 

or fJEPBESStOir, Attn the SZVsKAIi fiOBTS 6W 
STtLK OF THE FBE81NT AQE. 

THE expression is adequate when it is propor- 
tionably low to the profundity of the thought. 
It must not be always grammatical, lest it appear 
pedantic and ungentlemanly; nor too clear, for 
fear it become vulgar; for obscurity bestows a 
cast of the wonderful, and throws an oracular 
dignity upon a piece which hath no meaning. 

For example, sometimes use the wrong num- 
ber : 

The snord aod pestilence at once devours, 

instead of devour. % 

* ToDSon's Miscellany, I2mo. vol. iv. p, 2pl, 4th edit, 
f Tonson's Miscellany, vol. vi, p. 121. 

X Our author himself bas more than once fallen into this faal^ 
as hath been observed in the notea of this edition, and of wliich 
Dr. Lowth in hli Grammar mentions many itutaoc^. 

Dr. Wabtom- 
Some- 

C,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 



0» illNKIKO IV POETRTr 79 

Sometimes the wrong case ; 

And who more fit to MMitlie the god Una ^Am I * 
bstead of thoa. 

And rather than say, 

TbelU ttm Achillet weep, 
she hatrd him weep. 

Wt must be esceedtn; careful in two things ; 
first, in the choice of low words : secondly, in the 
sober and orderly way of ranging them. Many 
of our poets are naturally blessed with this ta- 
lent, insomuch that they are in the circumstance 
of that honest citizen, who had made prose all his 
life without knowing it. Let verses run in this 
manner, just to be a vehicle to the words ; I take 
them from my last cited author, who though 
otherwise by no means of our rank, seemed once 
in his life to have a mind to be simple. 

If not, a prize I will myself decree. 

From him, or him, or else perhaps (torn thee, f 

^— Full of days was he ; 

Two ages past, he lived the third to see. { 

The Ung of forty kings, and honour'd more 
By mighty lore, than e'er was kiog before. 9 

Ihat I may know, if thou my pray'r deny« 
The most despised of all the gods am I. $ 

then let my mother once be rul'd bf me. 
Though much more wise than I pietend to be. 4- 



* Tickell, Homer, II. i. f'P- > 1- t P- 17- U P- »9i 
I P. 34. J. P. 58. 

Or 
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Or these, of the same hand :• 
I leave the arts of potitj hoi verse 
To them that practise them with more snooeis. 
Of greater truths I now prepare to tell, 
Acd so at occe, dear friend and niose, farcwcll.f 

Sometimes a single tvord will vulgarize a poe- 
tical idea; as where a ship set on fires owes all 
the spirit of the bathos to one choice word, that 
ends the lind 

And his scorch'd rihs the hot contagion {ry'i, f 

And in that description of a world la ruins: 

Should the whote frame of ndtore rcAin'd him bteafcy 
He, unconcei'n'd, ^onld hear the might}' crack.) 

So also in these. 
. Beatts tanie and uvage to the Hver's brink 
Come from the fields and wild abodes— to drink.[| 

Frequently two or three words will do it effec- 
tually. 

He from the clouds docs the iweet liquor squeese. 

That cheers the forest and the garden trces.-t- 

It is also useful to employ technical terms,** 

which estrange your style from the great and 

general 

* Asserting plainly that the £nt book of the Iliad, published 
by Hckell, was really the work of Addison. Dr. Waktoh. 

t Tonson's Miscellanj. 12wo. vol. iv. p. 2g2, 4th edition. 
These arc the two last feeble lines of Addison's Epistle to Sacbe- 
vcrelli and the twoprecediogonesareasbad. Dt.Wabton. 

J Tonson's Miscellany, vol, vi. p. 1 19. S Job, p, 203, 

il Prince Arthur, p. 131. 4. Id. Job, p. 264. 

** No passage in Blackmore himself can exceed the vulgarity 

of introducing technical terms, and tea language, more than the 

foUowiLg 
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general ideas of nature; and the higher your 
subject is, the lower should you search into mc- 
chaoics for your expression. If you describe the 
gairoentof an angel, say that, his linen was finely 
tputi, and bleached on the happy plains.* Call an 
army of angels, angelic cuirassiers ; -f and if you 
have occasion to mention a number of misfor- 
tunes, style them 

Freib troops of pains, and r^mrated woes, t 

Style ip divided by the rhetoricians, into the 
proper and figured. Of the figured we have al- 
ready treated, and the proper is what our authors 
have nothing to do with. Of styles we shall 
meation oqly the principal, wliich owe to the 

Ictknrias lines of the 146, l*?, and 148, stauzas of Dryden*i 
Annas Mirabilia : 

" So here some pick out bullets from the sides, 

Some drive old oakum thro' each scam and rift ; 
Thxii left hand does the calking iron guide. 
The rattliog mallet with the right tb^ lift. 

" With bailing pitch another, near at band, 
From friend); Sweden brought, the seams instops; 

Which well laid o'er, the salt-sea waves withstand. 
And shake them from the rising beak in drops. 

*' Some the gall'd ropes with dawby marling btind, 
Or^sear-cloth mash with strong tarpauling coats. 
To try new shrouds one mounts into the wind. 
And one below their ease or stiffness notes." 

Who would think jt possible that these lines, and there are 
Many inch to be found in his work«, eould have been written 
hy Ibeauthor.of Palamon and Aicite, and thi: Ode on St. Ce- 
cilia's day? Dr. Wabtok. 

* Prince Arthur, p. 19. -f- Ibitf. p. 33^. J Job, -p. 86. 

VOL. xviu. nioderua 
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moderns either their chief improvemeiit, or ea- 
tire invention. 

I. The Florh Stti-e, 
than which none is (noK proper to ihe hatboa, %» 
flowers, which are the le>we»t of vegetables^, ar« 
moat gawly, «nd dqi many time^ grow i« gre»» 
plenty at the' bottom of ponds and ditches. 

A fine writer of this kind presents you with 
the following posie; 

The groves appear all drcit with wrcatbw of flowers. 
And bora tbeir loaves drop anMtiatic ihowerii 
Whoso fragrant heads in mysijc Iwii^ sboM^ 
, Excbang'd their su-ects, and tni^'d wilh ihouaaod ^VMs, 

As if the willing branches strove,* 
To beautify and shade the gtove.f 

Which in^leed most branches do. But this, is stil^ 
excelled by our Laureate; 

Branches in branches twined compose lj>e grove. 
And shoot and spread, and blossom into love. 
The trembling palms their mutual vowi repeat. 
And bending poplars bending poplars ooeeL 
The dtstaot plaotaips 8«em to pFCsi nvwe iugli> 
And te the sighing alders, sldcct ugb-J 

Hear also our Homer. 
His rc^ of state is foctn'd of light refin'd. 
An endless train of lustre spreads behind. 



* It is surprising to find so ^se and florid a conceit as is con- 
tained in the following lines, in a writer generally so chaste and 
correct as Addison. 

" While bcre the vine on hills of ruins climbs, 
Industrious to conceal great Bourbon's crimes." Campaign. 

Dr.WAHTON. 

f Behn*s Poems, p.2. ~ { Guar^an, L&mo. 127- 

His 
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His ibroM's of br^bt completed glorj made. 
With pearls cdeslial, and with getat inlaid: 
Whence floods of jay, and leas of splendoar flow. 
On all tbe angelic gazing throng below.* 

2. The Pert Style. 

This does in as peculiar a manner become the 
low in wit, as a pert air does the low in stature. 
Mr. Thomas Brown, the author of "The London 
Spy" and all the spies and trips in general, are 
hereia to be diligently studied ; in verse, Mr. 
Gibber's prologues. 

But the beauty and energy of it is never so 
conspicuous, as when it is employed in modern- 
izing, and adapting to the taste of the times, the 
works of tbe ancients. This we rightly phrase, 
doing them into English, and making them Eng- 
lish; two expressions of great propriety; the 
one denoting our neglect of the manner how; 
the other, the force and compulsion with which 
it is brought about. It is by virtue of this style, 
that Tacitus talks like a colFee-honse f politician, 
Josephus 

■ Blackmore, Ps. civ.' 

t If the leadei wishes to have a perfect idea of tr^njling, let 
bin cast bit eye on Eicbard's transjalion of Terence. What will 
be think ef such pbraies aa these, called translations fcom that 
degint wiiter. 

"TSfy (elly chimti cufhoard." 
" Well said Tom Prog." 

My ftieud, Lawson Huddleston, esq. of Shaftsbnr^, is the w'y 

prrsoo, to nse his own expression, who has endeavoured to make 

Terence speak like a gentleman: " nei.tbcr in the blank veree of 

Colman, or with the vulgarity of Etchard." Two plays were 

G 2 J ' iran^taccd 
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Josephus * like the British gazetteer, TuHy is as 
short and smart as Seneca f or Mr. Asgiltr Mar- 
cus Aurelius is excellent at snip-SDap, and honest 
Thomas a-Kempis as prim and polite as any 
preacher at court. 

3. The Alauode Styli, 
which is fine by heing new, and has this happi- 
ness attending it, that it is as durahleand exten- 
sive as the poem itself. Take some examples of 
it, in the description of the sun rn a mourning 
coach upon the death of Queen Mary. 

See nMBbus now, as once for Phaeton, 

Has mask'il bU f^icc, and put deep mourning on; 

Dark cloudi bb sable chariot do surround, 

And-4he dull steeds stalk o'er the melancholy round. J 

Of Prince Arthur's soldiers drinking. 

While rich burgundian wine, and bright champaign. 
Chase from their minds the terror of the main.i; 



translated by Huddleston, when at Oxfoid, but as "they were only 
printed for his friends, the/ are not sufficiently koown to the 
public. Bowles. 

• Josephus, translated by Sir Roger L'Eitrange. W. 

t In such familiar phrases as these -, " 0ns good turn is tfie 
shoeing horn of another— He 4ues me good in spite of my teeth 
— ^Aflcr a matter of eight years." And in ^lop, " The moon 
was ID a heavy twitter." Collier's Antooino* was in the same 
iimart taste. Thomas ^-Ketnpis was translated by Dr. Stanhope, 
whose primness is here uoted. There is hardly any species of 
had writing but what is exposed in some part or other of this 
little treatise, in which the justest rules are dcUvered under the 
mask of ridicule, fortius et melius, tbqn in professed and serioui 
critical discourses. Dr. Waxton. 

t Ambrose Philips. i Pii nee .Arthur, p, i6. 

whence 
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whence we also leam, that burgundy and cham- 
paign make a man on shore despise a storm at 
sea. 

Of the Almighty encamping his reginieots. 

^— He sunk a vast capacious 6tep, 
Where he bii liquid regimenti does keep. 
Thither the waves file off, and make thdr waj. 
To form the mighty body of the >ea ) 
Where they encamp, and in their yslioa stand, 
Entreuch'd in works of rock, and Eoes of gand.^ 

Of two armies on the point of engaging. 

YoD armies are the cards which both must play j 
At leait come off a saver, if you may: 
Throw boldly at the sum the gods have set ; 
Tliese on your side will all their fortunes bct.f 

Alt perfectly agreeable to the present customs 
and best fashions of our metropolis. 

But the principal branch of the alamode is the 
Pbjurient; a stj'le greatly advanced and ho- 
noured of late by the practice of persons of the 
first quality; and, by the encouragement of the 
ladies, not unsuccessfully introduced even into 
the drawing-room. Indeed its incredible pro- 
gress and conquests may be compared to those 
of the great Sesostris, and are cvtry where 
known by the same marks, the images of the 
genital parts of men or women. It consists 
wholly of metaphors drawn from two most fruit- 
ful sources or springs, the very bathos of the 
human body, that is to say * * * and * * • * • hiatus 
magnus lachrymabilis **•• And selling of bar- 

* Blackmofe, Ps. civ. p. 261. t Lee, SophouLsba. 

g'S gains 
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gains, and double eiHendre, and KiSCiptr/Mc and 
'OA^tpti'/J'iiT^oc all derived from the said sources. 

4. The Finical Syle,* 
which consists of the most curious, affected, min- 
cing^ metaphors, and partakes of the alamode; 
as the following: 

Of a brook dried by the sun. 

Won by tiic sumnftr's importiiiiiog ray, 

Th' eloping streap did from her cbannel stray. 

And with enticiag suD-beams stele away.f 

Of an easy death. 

|When watchful death shall on hU harvest look. 
Add see thee, r'pe with age, iuvite the book ; 
He'll geutly cut Ihy bending stalk, and tbee 
Lay kindly in the grave, hi* gr»nary.6 

Of trees in a storm. 

Oaks whose estended arms the winds defy. 

The tempest sees their strength, and Mghs, and passes by.|| 



* In which Felton'i Superficial Dissertation on the Classics 
b written, who b very fearfiil to be thought a scholar, and 
makes an apology foe quoting a commoQ piece of Latin. 

Dr. Waeton. 

t Blackmore, Job, p. 26. 

X Tbis puts oie in mind of za epitaph I bave seen ia Nor- 
tbumberland : . 

Here lies, to parents, friends, and country d^r, 

A youth, who scarce had seen his 17lh year. 

But in that time so much good ^ense bad shown. 

That Death mistook 17 for 71. BowiM. 

5 Blackmore, Job, p. 33. H Deap. 

Of 
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Of water simmering over the fire. 
Tbe cparUing flames raise water to a smile. 
Yet the pleas'd liquor pines, and lessens all thewtule.* 

5. Lastlt, I shall place the Combbous,! 
which moves heavily under a load of metaphors, 
aod draws after it a long train of wonls ; and the 
fiusKiK, or stately, frequently and with great 
felicity mixed with the former. For, as the first 
is the proper engine to deptess what is high, so 
is the second to raise what is base and low to a 
ridiculous visibility. When both these can be 
done at once, then is the bathos in perfection; 
as when a man is set with his head downward 
and his breech upright, his degradation is com- 
plete: one end of him is as high as ever, only 
that end is the wrong one. Will tiot every true 
lover .of the profund be delighted to behold the 
most vulgar and tow actions of life exalted in the 
following manner? 

Who knocks at the door? 
For whotn tbm radelf plead* toy loud-toDgued gate, 
lliat be Goay enter ? 

See wt(o is there? 

Adnnce the firinged cartains of thy eyes. 
And tell me who comes yonder.^ 

* Anonymous, in Tonsoa's Miscellany, Part 6, p. 2i4. 
f This is the tault of two eminent wrilen, who at the same 
tinae abound in transcendent beauties, and whom for that reason 
it is less invidious to mention, Tbomion and Johnson j and I 
fear even Alilton has furnished an example : 

" I hear the sound of words, their sense, the air 
Dissolves, unjointed, e'er it reach my ear." 

Samson Agonlstes, v. 176. Dr. Wabton, 
t Tempest. 

G 4 :- Shut 
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Shut the door. 

He wooden guardian of our privacy 
Quick on its axle taro. 

Bring my clothes. 
Br'mg me what nature, tailor to the bear. 
To man himself deoy'd; she gave me cdd. 
But would Dot give me clothci. 

Light the fire, 

Bring forth some remnant of Promethean theft. 
Quick to expand th' inclement air congeal'd 
By Boreai's rude breath . 

SaufF the cajidle. 

Yon' luminary ampntation nceda. 

Thus shall you save its half eitlaguisb'd Ijfe, 

Oppn the letter, 

WaxI render np thy trust.* 
Uncork the bottle, and chip the bread, 

Apply thine engine to (he spungy door; 
Set Bacchus from his glassy prison free. 
And strip white Ceres of her nut-brown coat.f 



• Theobald, Double Falsehood. 

f These verses are hu own. Dr. Wabtoi^. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

4 PROJECT FOR THl ADVANCEMENT OF THB 
BATHOS. 

THUS have I (my dear countrymen) with in- 
credible pains aftd diligence discovered the hid- 
den sources of the bathos, or as I may say, broke 
open the abysses of this great deep. And hav- 
iug now established good and wholesome law*, 
what remains but that all true modems with their 
utmost might do proceed to put the same in 
execution? In order whereto, I think I shall, 
in the second place, highly deserve of my coun- 
try, by proposing such a scheme, as may facili- 
tate this great end. 

As our number is confessedly far superior to 
that of the eneiny, there seems notbing wanting 
but unanimity among ourselves. It )■ therefore 
humbly offered, that all, and every individHal 
of the bathos, do enter into a firm association, 
and incorporate into one regular body, whereof 
every member, even the meanest, will some way 
contribute to the support of the whole; in like 
manner as the weakest reeds, when joined in 
one bundle, become infrangible. To which end, 
our art ought to be put upon the same foot with 
other arts of this age. The vast improvement 
of modern manufactures, arises from their being 
divided into several branches, and parcelled 
cut to several trades: for instancy in clock- 
making 
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making one artist makes the balance,, another 
the spring, another the crown wheels, a fourth 
the case, and the principal workman puts all to- 
gether; to this economy we ove the perfection 
of our modern watches, aad doubtless we :-Jso 
might that of our modern poetry and rhetoric, 
were the several parts branched out in tlie like 
manner. 

Nothing is more evideiit than that divers per- 
sons, no other way remarkable, have each a 
strong disposition to the formation of some par- 
ticular trope or figure. Aristotle saith, that 
•* jhe hyperbole is an ornament fit for young 
men of quality ;" accordingly we find in those 
gentlemen a wonderful propensity toward it, 
■whiqh, is marvellously improved by travelling. 
Soldiers- also and seamen are very happy in the 
same figure. The periphrasis,* or circumlocu- 
tion, is the peculiar talent of country farmers; 
the proverb a.nd apologue, of old men at clubs; 
the ellipsis^ or speech by half-words, of ministers 
and politicians; the aposiopesis of courtiers; the 
liotes, or diminution, of ladies, whisperers, and 
backbiters; and the anadiplosis of common criers 
and hawkers, who by redoubling the same words 
persuade people to buy their oysters, green bast- 
ings, or new ballads. Epithets may be found in 
great plenty at Billingsgate; sarcasm and irony 
learned upon the water; and the eptphonema, or 
exclamation, frequently from the bear garden. 



** All Ibis paragraph down to tkc words in it, " House of. 
Commons," is woaderfully acute and Mlifical, especially the 
tnentioning the Bear-gardcnj l)r. WiBTOK. 

and 
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and as frequently from the " Hear htm" of the 
house of commons. 

Now each man applying his whole time snd 
genius upon his particular figure, would doubt- 
less attain to perfection; and when each became 
Jncorporated and sworn into the society (as hath 
been proposed) a poet or orator would have no 
more to do, but to send to the particular traders 
ill each kind; to the metaphorist, for his alle- 
gories; to the simile#iaker, forhiscomparisooa; 
to the. ironist, for his sarcasms; to the apotheg- 
niatist, for his 5eiitences,&c. vherebyadedication 
or speech would be composed in a moment, the 
superior artist having nothing to do but to put 
together all the materials. 

I therefore propose, ihat there be contrived, 
with all convenient dispatch, at the public ex- 
pense, a I'hetorical chest of drtwers, consisting 
of three stories; the highest for the deliberative, 
the middle for the demonstrative, and the lowest 
for the judicial. These shall be divided into ioci 
or places, being repositories for matter and ar- 
gument in tJie several kinds of oration or writ- 
iag; and every drawer shall again he subdivided 
into cells, resembling those of cabinets for rari- 
ties. The apartment for peace or war, and that 
of the liberty of the press, may.in a very few 
days be filled with several arguments perfectly 
new; and the vituperative partition will as easily 
be replettished with a most choice collection, 
entirely of the growth and manufacture of the 
present age. Every composer will soon be taught 
the use of this cabinet, and bow to manage all the 
register* 
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registers of it, which will be drawn out much in 
the manner of those in an organ, . 

The keys of it must be kept in honest hands, 
by some reverend prelate, or valiant officer, of 
unquestioned loyalty aud affection to eveiy pre- 
sent establishment in church and state; which 
will sufficiently guard against any mischief, that 
might otherwise be apprehended from it. 

And being lodged in such hands, it may be at 
discretion let out by the^lay to several great 
orators in both houses: from whence it is to be 
hoped much pro6t and gain will also accrue to 
our society. 



CHAP. XIV.* 



HOW TO HAKK DEDICATIONS, PANSGYIIICS OR 
SATIRBS, AND OF THE COLOURS OF RONOUR- 
ABLB AND DISHONOURABLE. 

NOW of what necessity the foregoing project 
may prove, will appear from this single consider- 
ation, that nothing is of equal consequence to the 
success of our works, as speed and dispatch. 

Great 

• It will be difficult to find more knowledge of life, more wit, 
more latire, more good setiie, in any pauage of equal length 
than is comprized in this fourteenth diapter. Perhaps Dryden's 
Dedication of the State of Innocence to the Duchess of York Is 
a piece of the groasett aod moit abject adulation that ever dis- 
graced 
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Great pity it ir that solid brains are not like 
other solid bodies, constantly endowed with a 
velocity in sinking proportioned to their heavi- 
ness : for it is with the flowers of the bathos, as 
with those of nature, which if the careful gardener 
brings not hastily to market in the morning, 
must unprofitably perish and wither before night. 
And of all our productions none is so short-lived' 
as the dedication and panegyric, which are of^en 
but the praise of a day, and become by the next 
utterly useless, improper, indecent, and false. 
This is the more to be lamented, inasinuch as' 
these two are the sorts, whereon in a manner 
depends that profit, which must still be remem- 
bered to be the main eud of our writers and 
speakers. 

We shall therefore employ this chapter in 
showing the quickest method of composing them; ■ 
after which we will teach a short way-to epic 
poetry. And these being confessedly the works 
of most importance and difficulty, it is presumed 
we may leave the rest to each author's own learn- 
ing or ptactice. 

First, of panegyric. Everyman is honourable, 
who is 80 by law, custom, or title. The public 
are better judges of what is honourable than pri- 

gnned troc genius, except indeed tlie naaseoag and falwtne 
Dedication of such a man as Comeille of bis Horace \o Cardi- 
Dil Biclilieu, after this proud churchman had treated him to 
iDJurioust}' in the afiair of the Cid. If it be thought that I s[)eak 
disrespect fully of such a great minister as Richlieu, I beg leave 
to tuy, that one luch poet as Cornnlle is of luore real value 
than an hundred Richlieus, in the eyes of those .who regard 
merits more than siations, Dr. Wabton. 

vate 
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Tate men. The virtues of ^reat men, like those 
of plants, are inherent in them whether they are 
exerted' or not; and the more strongly inherent, 
the less they are exerted ; as a man is the more 
rich, the less he spends. Alt great minister», 
without either private or economical virtue, are 
virtuous hj. their posts; liberal and geeerous 
upoii the public money, provident upon the 
public supplies, just by paying public interest, 
courageous and magnanimous by the fleets and 
armicSi magniticeut ufMm the public expenses, 
and prudent by public success. They have by 
their office a right to a share of the pubhe stock 
of virtues ; besides they are by preseriprion im- 
memorval invested in all the celebrated virtacs 
of their predecessors in the same stations, espe- 
cially those of their own ancestors. 

As to what are commonly called the colours 
of honourable and dishonourable, they are' va- 
rious in different countries: in this they are Wac, 
green, and red.* 

But, forasmuch as the duty vre owe to the pub- 
lic doth often require, that we should put some 
things in a stronaflight, and throw a ^ade over 
others, I shall explain the method of turning a 
, vicious man into a hero. 

The first and chief rule is the golden rule of 
transformation, which consists iii coBvevting 



* A severe sarcasm on three orders of knighthood in this 
country. But wh^ ridicule such orders? Is it not of public 
ntilily, and consequently providential, that there should be a 
«ort of minds in the world capable of being actuated and put 
into motion by such objects, as Wits and Philosophers call 
Trifles. Dr.WABTow. 

vices 
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vices iQto their bordering virtues. A man who 
is a spendthrift, and will not pay a just debt, may 
have his injustice transformed into liberality ; 
coicardice may be 'metamorphosed into prudence; 
intemperance into good nature and good fellow- 
ship; corruption into patriotism; and lewdness 
into tenderness and facility. 

The second is the rule of contraries : it is cer- 
tain, the less a man is endued with any virtue, 
the more need he has to have it plentifully be- 
stowed ; especially those goorf qualities, of which 
the world generally believes he hath none at all: 
for who will thank a man for giving him that 
which he has r 

The reverse of these precepts will serve for 
uttrc ; wherein we are ever to remark, that whoso 
loses his place, or becomes" out of favour with 
the government, hath forfeited his share in pub- 
lic praise and honour. Therefore the truly pub- 
^-spirited writer ought in duty to strip him, 
whdm the govertiment hath stripped; which i& 
the real poetical justice of this age. For a fvll 
collection of topics and epithets to be used in 
the praise and dispraise of miaisterial and un- 
mmisterial persons, I refer to our rhetorical ca- 
binet; concluding with an earnest exhortation 
tp all my brethren, to observe the precepts here 
Uid down, the aeglect of which hath cast sume 
of them their eari in the pillory. 
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CHAP. XV. 

A RBCEIPT TO MAKe'aN EPIC JOEM.* 

AN epic poem, the critics agree, is the greatest 
work human nature is capable of. They have 
already laid down many mechanical rules for 
compositions of this sort, but at the same time 

they 

* A BRvere aDunadTersioD it hen intendeil on Bossui wbo,- 
after he has been U many yean quoted, commended and fol- 
lowed, by a long train of respectable disciples, must, 1 am afraid, 
alas 1 be at last deserted and given up as a visionary and faotas- 
lical mtici especially for imagining, among other vain and 
gronndlesa conceits and refiuentents, that Homer and Virgil £rst 
fixed on some one moral truth or axiom, and then added a fablt 
or story, with suitable names aod characters, proper to illustrate 
the trath so fixed upon. Before Bossu, Mambrun had advanced^ 
the same doctdne, and treated, it in a pbilosophical Aristotelian 
manner, in a laboured pisgertation, which he exemplified by ■ 
woful Latin Epic Poem, intituled Constantlnas. He was one of 
ihoie many critics who may remind us of the fete of Boccdini, 
when he was appointed by Paul V. governor -of a small town; 
bccansc be had written well on political subjects and on the art 
of government; but was obliged to be recalled after three months 
administration for incapacity in the business. The lamcotable 
Epic Poems that Bollcau has strung together, the Jonas, the 
David, the Moses, the Alafic, the Ciovis, arc exactly of the seal 
and size of Sir Richard's Job, Arthur, and Alfred; from whom 
our Scriblerus takes so many instances of the absurd. To tbrae 
Voltaire has added a work that ought to be exempted from this 
catalogue, (he St. Louis of the Jesuit Le Moine, who seems to 
have'posseiised a more vigorous and fertile fancy than any of bn 
counlrymenj who, whatever talent* they may lay claim to, are 
not eminent for imagination aad crea live powers. 'His.POem 
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they cut off almost all undertakers from the pos- 
sibility of ever performing them; for the first 
quelification they unanimously require in a poet, 
is a genius. T shall here endeavour (for the bene- 
fit of my countrymen) to make it manifest, that 
epic poems may be made without a genius, nay 
without learning or much reading. This must 
necessarily be of great use to all those who con- 

ii in eighteen books, on the Eccovcry of onr Saviour's Crown of 

ITioms from the Saracens; the subject therefore closely resembles 
thatofTasso, certainly one of the most interesting subjects that ■ 
bu ever been treated. He has, like T^sso also, introduced ma- 
diinery of angels, <1enioii3, and magicians. The speech and 
beb3viour,of one of the 'l:ittcr, Miremc, in the fifth book, pago 
145, who calls up from Hell the shades of many departed ty- 
rants, is conceived with wonderful wildnesa of fancy, heightened 
byihe scene of ibis transacUoo, near the pyramids of Egypt; 
specially when the ghost of Saladin declares, with an awful 
and tremendous voice, that the Sultan must blay his daughter as 
ID expiatory sacrifice. In sbort, this poem abounds in the tcr- 
n"blc graces, and is in a tone and manner very superior to that 
generally used by the writers c£ France, and approaching to the 
wblimityof Dante or Milton ; the nob'o fictions of whose Para- 
dise Lost, the cautious and severe Boileau h;i-", it is imagined, 
endeavoured to ridicule in tlie third canto of his An of Poetry, 
1. 193. 

" Et quel objet enfin i presenter aux yeuK, 

Qu« le diabic toujours hurknt contre les cieuz, 

Qai de voire h^ros vcut rabaisser la gloire, 

Et souvent avec Dieu balance la victoire." 
What Boileau says df the Epspee is the worst, aod what Mar- 
moDtel says, is the best part in their respective Arts of Poetry. 
It ought to be added, that although Le Moine frequently uses a 
turgid and hyperbolical sty'e, yet that he has prctited a dis- 
course on Heroic Poetry, in which arc many sensible and~ acute 
feniarks. Le Moine is praised by Fontenet I e, vol. n. of his works. 
Voltaire vety frankly owns, " Lci Francois n'ont pas la teU 
ipique." Dr. Waetom. ' 

VOL. xviii. a few 
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fess they never read, tad of whom the world i» 
convinced they never learn. Moliere observes 
of making a dinner, " that any roan can do it 
with, money, and if a professed cook cannot da 
it without, he haa his art for nothing." The ' 
Mme may be said of making a poeai. It i» 
easily brought about by him that baa a genius, 
but the skill lies in doing it without one. In 
pursuance of this end, I shall present the readef 
with a plain -and certain recipe, by which any 
Author in the bathos may be qualified for this 
grand peFformance. 

For the Fable. 
Take out of any old poem, history-hook, ro" 
mance, or legend (for instance, Geoffrey of Mon<- 
mouth or Don Belianis of Greece) those parts of 
the story which afford most scope for long de- 
scriptions: put these pieces together, and throw 
all the adventures yoci fancy into one tale. Then- 
take a hero, whom yon may choose for the sound 
of his name, and put Inm into the midst of these 
adventures: there let him work for twelve 
books; at the end of which you may take him 
out, ready prepared to conquer or to marry; it 
being necessary tliat the conclusion »f aa epior 
poem be fortunate. 

To make an Episode. 

Take any remaining adventure of your for- 
mer collection, in which you could no way in- 
volve your hero : or any unfortunate accident, 
that wa» too good to be thrown away; and it 

wilt 
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*in bte of use, applied to any other person, who 
nitty be lost and evaporate in the, course of the 
work, without the least damage to the com- 
position. 

For the Moeal and Allegobt. 

These you may extract out of the fable after- 
wards, at your leisure : be sure you strain them 
sufficiently. 

For the Manners.* 

"tor those of the hero, take all the best qua- 
lities you can find in the most celebrated heroes 
of antiquity: if they will not be reduced to a 
consistency, lay them all on a heap upon him. 
But be sure they are qualities, which your pa- 
tron would be thought to have; and to prevent 
any mistake, which the world may be subject to, 
selek from the alphabet those capital letters that 
compose his name, and set them at the btad of 
a dedication before your poem. However do. not 
absolutely ohaer%'e the exact quantity ofthese vir- 
tues, it not being determined whether or not it 

* A f tibke of ridicule on Bossu. Two very different opinions 
■re held DD this sabject: and two very opposite interpretations 
are given of the j^ijora; ijSj) of Aristotle, mi miandi mora of 
Horace. Dader, Bu^u, Sbaftesbuiy, Harris, maintain that the 
words xoeaa, that the niann«-B Should be only poetically good] 
bat Heinriva, Hare, Batteaux, Marmontc), and Twining, insist 
that tfacyatiould be tti orally good. The succeeding paragraph 
aboQt the use of machines cannot bat remind one of the difierent 
opiniwR beld on this sut^ect by I^tronios, by Bossu, by Hobbes, 
by l^ta^, by Hard, by Voltaire, by Lord Eiunu, by Blair, and 
BoilMu^ Dr. Wamok. . - 

H 3 .„ . be 
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be necessary for the hero of a poem to be an ho- - 
nest maD. ' For the under characters, gather ■ 
them from Homer and Virgil, and change the 
names as occasion serves. 

For the Machines. 
Take ot Deifies,* male ami femule, as many as 
you can use ; separate tlirm into two equal parts, 
and keep Jupiter hi tlie middle ; fet Juno put hira ' 
ill a ferment, and Venus mollify him.' Kemetri- 
her on all occasions to make use of volatile Mer- 
cury. If you have need of devils, draw them 
out of Milton's Paradise, and extract your spirits 
from Tasso. The use of these machines is evi- 
dent; since no epic poem can possibly subsist, 
■without them, the wisest way is to reserve them: 
for your greatest necessities; when you cannot 
extricate" your hero by any human means, or 
yourself by your own wit, seek relief from Hea- 
ven, and the gods -will do ycur business very 
readily. This is according to the direct prescrip- . 
tion of Horace in his "Art of Poetry." 

" 'Nee deus intersit, nisi £gntii vinilict nodus 
Itunderit." 

That is to say, a poet should never call upon the ' 
gods for tlieir assistance, but when he is in great 
perplexity. 

* in Dryden's long dedication to Lord Dorset of his transla- 
tion i)f Juvenal, he gives an account of iiis design of writing ao 
£pic Poem on the aclioiis eiiher of Arihar or the Black Prince, 
and of ihe machinery he intended to have used on that occasion, 
wbicli seems to liave been happily and judiciously imagtaed, 
' founded. on an idea of a contest between tie Guardian Angela of 
kicgdonw. But Arthur was resen-ed for another file, and for- 
fli^het the most iibsurd e:iamples la the Bathot. Dr. Waktok. 

For 
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For the Desceiptions. 

Tot ^.Tempest. Take Eurus, Zephyr, Auster and 
Boreas, and cast tbein together in one verse : add 
to these of rain, lightning, and thunder (the 
loudest you can) quantum siiffidt. Mix your 
ijlouds and billows well together till they foam, 
and thicken your description here and there 
with a quicksand. Brew your tempest well in 
your head, before you set it a blowing. 

For a Bailie. Pick a large quantity of images 
and descriptions from Homer's Iliad, with aspire 
or two of Virgil,, and if there remain any ovei-- 
plus, you may lay them by for a skirmish. 
Season it well V'ith similes, and it will make an 
excellent battle. 

For a Burning Town. If such a description be 
necessary (because it is certain there is one ia 
Virgil) old Troy is ready burnt to your hands. 
But if you fear that would be thought borrowed,' 
a chapter or twy pf Purnet's " Th.eory of the 
Conflagration,'"^ well circumstanced and done 
into verse, will be a good succedaflcum. 

As for simiiies and metaphors, the^ may bfi 
found all over th? creation; the mftst igporant 
9iay gather them, bwt the'difiicplty is in apply- 
ing them. For this advise with yoyr book* 
leller.-f 

CHAP. 

* An andeserro] larciani on a woiic full of itroD^' imagery, 
Burnet"* Theory. Dr. Wabton. 

t The DiscourK of Voltaire on the Epic Poets ofallnationi, 

\i^t&. to hii Henriade, contains many false and rude opinions, 

patticukrijr vxaa objections to Paradise ];«st. In the Geneva 

H 3 * editioo 
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edition of this poem we are iofoinied of a carious anecdote i 
"Wlicn it was printed MLonAoa ia 1126, in qmrto, by subscripr 
tion, Mr. Dadiky, a Greek, and native of Smyrna, vho at that 
time resided in London, saw by chance tijc first leaf 3S it wa« 
printing, wbere wa* tiie following line, 
, " Qui fbrea les Francois ^ deveair hcareui;'* 

he immediately paid a visit to the Aut]ior, an4 taiA to bioit " I 
am of the country of IHomer; be djd not begin h)s Poems by S 
stroke of V/it, by an Enigma." ITie Author immediately cor- 
rected the line: but I beg leave to add, that he did not correct 
many others of the sncne modern kind. VoItuTs b>s drt^t tt 
remark in the last ediiim of his Essay oa Epic Poetry, vbick 
is not indeed very favourable to the taate.of bis cogntrymen; 
but is perfectly true 2nd just, and which be seems to bare for- 
gotten in some of his lale assertions : ' 

^' Ie must be owned Ibat it is more difficult ibr a Prencbman 
ip sqccced in Epic Poetry than for any other pewonj but natbef 
tbe constraint of rbymc, nor the dryocs* of «ur &igmge> i* *(» 
cause of tbis difficulty. Shall I venture to naroe the- caused 
It is becautc, of aJl polished nations, ours is tbe least poctiq. 
Tbe works in verse; which are most in vogue in France, are 
pieces fox the theatre. These pieocs mvist be written io a styl» 
that approaches to that of convenat'ton. Dcapreaux has tie«te4 
only didactic subjects, which require simplicity. It il wol| 
lujDwn that exactness aiid elegance constitute the chief' merit 
of hit verses, and those of Racine -, and when Despreeux at- 
tempted a sublime ode, he was no longer Despresux. TTiesp 
examples have aceustofitfd the Prencb to too vuufonn k nureb." 
Dr^ WAaTON. 

Nothing caq be morejuEt or true, than this obterrailioii oi 
Tohaire : the French language, adapted to elegance, lightnesS;, 
■Dd coDoquiat point, sMth {if I may so say) under the weight 
fif ifitTinsip pfietry irrvitocM V«l>flire'-I <wd Hcuriadi. |N>WLM, 
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CHAP. XVI. 

A PBOJECT FOB THE ADVANCEMSHT OS THB' 
STAGE.*. 

IT may be thought that we should not wholly 
omit the drama, which makes so great and so lu- 
crative a part of poetry. But this province is so 
well taken care of by the present managers of the 
theatre, that it is perfectly needless to suggest to 
them any other methods than tliey have already 
practised for the advancement of the bathos. 

Here therefore, in the name of all our brethren, 
let me return our sincere and humble thanks to 
the most august Mr. Barton Booth, the most se- 
rene Mr. Robert Wilks, and the most undaunted 
Mr. Colley Gibber; of whom let it be known, 
when the people of this age shall be ancestors, 
and to all the succession of our successors, that 
to this present day they continue to outdo even 
their own outdoings ; and when the inevitable 
hand of sweeping time shall have brushed off all, 

* The character c^ a Player is in thic chapter treated ralher 
too caatemptfiously. iohnaoa fell into the ume cant, and treated 
l>ii old in^ Gairick unkindly asd unjiutty, M a tiioe -wbea h« 
vu received ibto the familiarity of same of the best familie* ia 
this country. Saron, Cbamelle, La Covreiir, Du Menilj Le Kaii^ 
were equally respected in France. But the whole chapter is, ia 
other respects, replete with incomparable and original humour, 
particalarly the third, fifth, ninth, tenth, and eleventh articles of 
ttus project. I have not been al^ to discover that Booth, wh« 
was a man of excellent character, or Wilks, ever gave any such 
fwticular ofii^ce to our author as to deserve the sarcasma Jiera 
throvD upon them. Dr. Wastok. 

h4 - . the 
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the works of to-day, niay this testimony of a 
contemporary critic to tlieir fame be extended 
as far as to-morrow. 

Yet if to so Avise an admiiilstratioit it be possi- 
ble any thing can he added, it is that more ample 
and comprehensive sclieme which Mr. Dennis and 
Mr. Gildon (the tuo j;ieatest critics and re- 
formers then living) rtadc pubhc in the year 
1720, in a project sjigned with their names, and 
dated the second of February. I cannot better 
conclude than by presenting the reader M'ith the 
substance of it. 
' *' I. It is proposed, that the two the4tres be 
incorporated into one company; that the royal 
academy of music be added to them as ^n or- 
chestra; and that Mr. Figg with his prize-fighters, 
and Violante with the rope-dancers, be admitted 
in partnership. 

*' «.- That a spacious budding be erected at the 
pubhc expense, capable of containing at least ten 
thousand spectators; which is become absolutely 
necessary by the great addition of children and 
jiurses to the audience, since the new eutertain- 
inents.,* That there be a stage as large as the 
Athenian, which wasiiear ninety thousand geo- 
metrical paces square, and separate divisions for 
the two houses of parliament, my lords the judges, 
the hon6urable the directors of the academy, and 
the court of aldermen, who shall all have theii; 
places frank. 

" 3. If Westminster-hall be iiot allotted to this 
■ervice (which by reason of its proximity to the 

* FaDtomimes were then first exhibited in England. P. ' 

" ' . two 
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two chambers of parliament above mentioned . 
seems not altogether improper) it is left. to the 
wisdom of the nation whether Somerset- house 
may not be demolished, and a theatre built upon 
that site, which lies convenient to receive spec- 
tators from the county of Surry, who may be 
yafted thither by waterrcarriage, esteemed by 
all projectors the cheapest whatsoever. To this 
may be added, that the river Thames may in the 
readiest manner convey those eminent personages 
from courts beyond the seas, who may be drawn, 
cither by curiosity to behold some of our most 
celebrated pieces, or by affection to see their 
countrymen, the harle(}uins and eunuchs;* of 
lA'liich convenient notice may be given, for two 
or three months before, in the public prlntsi 

" 4. Tiiat the theatre abovesaid be environed 
with a fair quadrangle of buildings, fitted tor the 
accommodation of decayed critics and poets; out 
of whom six of the most aged (their age to be 
computed from the year wherein their first work 
was published) shall be elected to manage the af- 
fairs of the society, provided nevertheless that 
the lanreat for the time being may be always 
one. The head or prcsiclent over all (to prevent 
disputes, but too frequent among the learned) 
shall be the most ancient poet and critic to be 
found in the whole island. 

" 5. The male-players are to he lodged in the 
garrets of the said quadrangle, and to attend the 
persons of the poets dwelling under them» by 
brushing their apparel, drawing on their shoes, 

• Fariadli. Eowi-tfi. 

and 
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and the like. The actresses are to make their 
beds and wash their linen. 

■ " 6. A large room shall be set apart for a li- 
brary, to consist of all the modern dramatic 
poems, and alt the criticisms extant. In the 
tnidst of this room shall be a round table for tb« 
council of six to sit and deliberate en the merits 
of plays. The majority shall determine the 'dis- 
pute: and if it should happen, that three and 
three should be of each side, the president shall 
have a casting voice, unless Avhere the contention 
may run so high as to require a decision by single 
combat. 

'* 7. It may be convenient to place the council 
of six in some conspicuous situation in the theatre, 
where, after the manner usually practised by com- 
posers in music, they may give signs (before set- 
tled~aud agreed upon) of dislike or approbation. 
In consequence of these signs the whole audience 
tball be required to clap or hiss, that the town 
maylearn certainly, when and how far they ought 
to be pleased. 

•* 8. It is submitted, whether it would not be 
proper to distinguish the council of six by some 
particular habit or gown of an honourable shape 
and colour, to which may be added a square cap 
and a white wand. 

" 9. That to prevent unmarried actresses mak- 
ing away ivith their infants, a competent provi- 
sion be allowed for the nurture of them, who 
shall for that reason be deemed the children of 
the society ; and that they may be educated ac- 
cording to the genius of their parents, "the said 
actresses shall declare upon oath (as far as their 
memory 
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memory wtH allow) the true names and'qaalitiat 
of their several fathers. ApriTatBgentleinan''ft 
aon shall at the public expense be brought up a 
page to attend .the counoil of six : a more ample 
provision shall be made fortheson of apoet; and 
a-grester still. for the soo of a cntio. 

" 10. i^ it bo discovered, tliat any actress. i» 
got with child doring'the interlude.^' of any pUy^ 
whereto ahe hath a par^ it shall bo reckoned » 
BQglecb of lier business .aiid'sbe<shail forfeit aa^ 
oordingly. If any actor for the future shalt 
commit murdorT except upon the stage, ho shall 
be left to the laws of the land ; the like is to be 
understood of rofahcry and theft. In all other 
cases, particularly in those for debt, it is pro- 
posed that this, lite the other courts of Whitehall 
and St. James's, may be held a place of privilege. 
And whereas it has been found, that an obliga- 
tion to satisfy paltry creditors has been a discou- 
ragement to men of letters, if any person of qua- 
lity or others shall send for any poet or critic (#f 
this society to any remote quarter of the town, 
the said poet or critic shall freely pass and repass, 
without being liable to an arrest. 

" 1 1. The forementioned sch^e, in its several 
regulations, may be supported by profits arising 
from every third night throughout the year. And 
as it would be bard to suppose, that so many per- - 
sons could live without any food (though from 
the former course of their lives a very little will 
he deemed sufficient) the masters of calculation 
will, we believe, agree, that out of those profits 
the said persons might be subsisted in a sober and 
Recent mapner, . We M"'!! venture to affirm fur- 
ther, 
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ther, that not only the proper magazines of thun- 
der and lightning, but paint, diet-drinks, ,spit- 
ting-pots, and all other necessaries of life, may in 
like manner fairly be provided for. 

" J2. If some of the articles may at first view 
seem liable to objectioos, particularly those that 
give so vast a power to the council of six (which 
U indeed larger than any entrasted to the great 
officers of state), this may be obviated by swear- 
ing those six persons of his majesty's privy counr 
. cil, and obliging them to pass every thing of mo- 
ment previously at that most honourable board." 

Vale, ^fruere, 

MAR. SCRIP. 
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MARTINI SCRIBLERI 

SUMMI CUTlCf, 
CASTIGATIONUM I^ ^NEIDEM 

SPECIMEK. 

£nxidkm totam, amice lector, innumerabilibus 
pccb^ mendis Bcaturientem, acl pristinum sen- 
sum revocabimus. In singulis fere versibus 
.spuriee occurrent lectiones, in omnibus quos 
unquam vidi coclicibus, aut.vulgatis aut iue- 
ditis, ad opprobrium usque criticorum, in hunc 
diem existentes. Interea adverte oculos, et 
his paucis fruere. At si qus: sint in hlsce cas- 
tigationibus, de quibus non satis liquet, sylla- 
barum quantitate?, vrfo^iyifttiw nostra libro ipsi 
prxiigeuda, ut consulas, moneo. 
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*»♦ JT IS vefy easy, tut t-cfy tingratefu], to laagh at coll(** 
tors of various readings, and adjustCTa of texts, those poor pkoieers 
of literature ; wha dns ^nrard 

A waggon load of meanings for one word, 
While A's depos'd, and B with pomp reilor'dj 
To the IndefatfeaHe researches of many a Dutch coitanifcAfat6t 
And German editor, are we indebted for that ease and facility with 
which we arc now enaljled to jead. " J am persuaded," sayi 
BaytCf " that the ridiculous obstinacy of the first critics, who 
lavished so much of that tiuie upon tlie qtiestioo, wbetlier we 
ought to say VirgiJius or VergiJius, has been ultimately of great 
me i they thereby inspired meh i-itb an extreme veneration for 
antiquity ; tliey disposed Ibem to a sedulous inquiry into the con- 
duct and cbaractel- of the ancient Orecians and RomauJ, and that 
gare occasion to their ijnproving by those great example*," Diet. 
Totn. T. p. 79^- I ^^^ atways been struck with the (cdlowing 
words of 9 caoMnentatnr, who was a)u) a great pkilosopber, I 
meaA Dr. Clarke; who thus finishes the preface to his incompa- 
rable edition of Homer : " Levb quidem hjec, et parri forte, si 
per se specteniur momenti. Sed ex elementis constant, ex prtnct- 
piis eriunter, omnia : £t ex judicii consuetudine in rebos minutis 
adbiblti, pendet gccpissiiae in maximis vera atque accorala scien- 
tia." Keal scbdars will always ^ak witii due regard of such 
names, as the Scaliger's, Salmasius's, Heinsics's, Barman's, ReJs- 
kius's, Markland's, Gesner's, Heyne's, Toup's, Bentlcy's, and 
Rare's. •* Sans- Bt qu'on appclie les crudits," says Marmotltcl, 
very sensibly, " noiK lerions encore barbares. C'est graoe nux 
lumieres qu'ils ont tfansmises, que leurs ecrits ne soni plus de 
laisoD." Jortin used frequently to mention this attempt to dis- 
credit emendalory criticism, with strong marks of derision ; and I 
have now before me, a letter from Toup to Mr, Thomas Wartoo. 
in the same strain. Dr. Wabtok. 
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■ I. SPECIMEN UBBI PRIMI, Vbh. I. 

ARMA virumque cano, Trojse qui primiK ab orh 
ItalUm, fato proi'agas, I^winaque veait 
Litora. Multum iile et terr i$jaciaiui et atto, 

Vi superflm 

Arma virumque cano, Trojse qui primus ab /iris 
Italiam, j?a?w profugus, Latinaque venit 
Ijttora. Multum ille & terris vexatus, et alto 
Vi superftm— — 

Ab aris, nempe Hercmi Jovts, vide lib. ii. veft 
512, 550—fiatii ventorum ^oli, ut sequitur — Zo- 
tina certe littora cum ^neas aderat, Lavina non 
nisi postea ab ipso nominata, lib. xii. ver. 193-^ 
Jaciatus terris non convenit. 

ir. Ver. 52. 

£C quisquis numen Junofiis adoret 7 
£t quisquis nomen Junonis adoret ? 

• This was written to ridicule Betitley's edition of MUtoo, and, 
II tbe subject is fair, so many of the emendations, in the style of 
Bentlejr, are-very happy and vi'elt conceived. 

The reason of Pope's an^r against Bentley is said to have bccD, 
—that soon after the publication of Homer, meeting Bentley at 
dinner, lie said, " I trust yoU have received my Homer, *hieh f 
'<»^red the bookseller to send." Bcntley, who wished to hav* 
avcHdcd tbe subject, is said to have replied : " I have received 
' J«ar trai>slatioii, but pray do not call it Homer." Bowles. 

Longe 
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Longe melius, quam, ut antea, numen, et pro- 
culdubio sic Virgilius. ^ 

in. Ver. 86. 

Venti, velut agmme facto. 
Qua data porta ruunt 

Venti, Telut aggerefracto. 
Qua data porta ruunt 

Sic corrigti, meo periculo. 

IV. V£R. 117. 

Fidumque v^hebat Orontem. 
Fortcmque vehebat Orontem. 
"Son fdum, quia epitheton Achates notisbimuni 
Oronti nunquani datur. 

V. Vbr. Il.Q. 

Excutitur, pronusque magister 
Volvitut in caput 

Excutitur : pronusque magij tkr 

Volvitur in caput 

Aio Virgilium aliter non scripsisse, quod plank 
confirmatur ex sequentibus — Ast ilium ttrjlmtus 
ibidem torquet — r- 

VI. Ver. 122. 

Apparent rari nantcs in gurgitc v'asto 

Arma vir^m ; 

Arrfii hominum : ridicule antea crma wirfijM, qu£c 
ex ferro conflata, quomodo possunt nataTcf 

VII. 
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Vir. Ver. 151. 

Atque rotis summas leviter perlabitur undas. 
Atque rotis spumas leviter perlabitur udas. 
Summas & ieviter perlabt,. j>leonasmus est : mirificfe 
altera lectio Neptuui agilitatem & celeritatem 
exprimtt ; simili piodo noater de Camilla, Ma. xi. 
lile vel intactte segetis per summa volant, &c. 
hyperbolic^ 

Vril. Veb/ 154. 
Jamque_/flCM ex saxa volant, furor arma ministrat. 
Samjieces & saxa volant, fugiuntque minuitri: 
uri Solent, instanti periculo — FeEcesJitcibus lough 
prxstant, quid eoim nisi fasces j^ctarent vulgus 
sordid um r 

IX. Ver. 170. 
Fronte sub adversa.' scopulis pendentibus antrum, 
Intus aquEe dulces, vivoque sedilia saxo. 
Fronte sub adversa populis prandentibus antrum. 

Sic malim, * Long^ potJIis qu4m scopulis penden- 
tibut; nugje! nonae vides versu sequent! dulces 
oquas ad potanduni & sedilia ad discumbendutn 
dari? in quorum usum r qu'ippe prandentium. 

X. Vee. 188. 
Tres littore cervos 
Prospicit errantes: hos tota armenta seqaantnr 
A tergo 

• One would ihink this note was written to ridicule Warbur- 
ton, not Bentley's mode of criticising ; it is £0 exactly apposite to 
tataj of his interpretations. Dr. Waxiox. 
TOL. XVIII. I Tres 
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Tres littore coroos 
Aspicit errantes : hos agmina tota sequuntur 
A tergo — - 

Cervi, lectio vulgata, absurditas nottssima: hsc 
animalia in Africa non inventa, qais oescit? at 
motus Sc ambutandi ritus corvorum, quis non agno- 
vit hoc loco? Littore, locus ubi errant corvi, 
uti noster alibi, 

Et sola in sicca secum ^tiatur arena. 
Omen prseclarissimuni, immi6 etagminibus milttum 
frequenter observatum, ut patet ex hjistoricisp 

XL Veb. 748. 
Arcturum, pluviasque Hyadea, gemimsque Triones 
Errpr gravissimtis. Corrigo, — septem^ve Triones. 

XII, ViB, 631, 

Quare agite, Ojuvenes, teclis succeditenostns. 
Zec/M potius dicebat Dido, polita magis orationc, 
& quai unica voce et torum & mensam expnme? 
bat: 

Hanc tectiooem probe conflrmat appellatio Oju- 
venes/ 

Duplicem hunc sensum alibi etiam Maro lepid<i 
innuit, ^n. iv. ver. 19. 
Huic uni forsan potui succumbere cu^ .* 
Anna ! fetebor enim — rr- 
Sic corriges, 

ffuic uni [viro scil,] potui succumbere ai^a^f 
Anna ! fatebor enim, etc. 
Vox sttccumhere quam fleganter ambigua ! 
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LIBER SECUNDUS. Via. I. 

CONTICUERE oranes, intentique ora tene- 
bant, 

Inde toro pater iEneas sic orsus ab alto. 
Concubiiere omnes, intentique ora tenebant; 
Inde toro satur ^oeas sic orsus ab alto. 

Concubuere, quia toro jEneam vidimus accum- 
bentem : quin et altera ratio, scil. tontkuere S^ ora 
tenebant, tautologies dictum. In manuacripto per- 
quam rarissimo in patris museo, legitur, oregeme- 
bant; sed magis ingeoios^ quam ver^. Satur 
£nea3, quippe qui jamjam a prandio surrexit : 
paler nihil ad rem. 

II. Vee. 3. 
Infandum, regina, jubes rcnovare dolorcm. 
Infantum, regina, jubes renovare dolorem. 
Sic baud dubito veterrimis codicibui scriptum 
fiiisse : quod satis constat ex perantiqu^ i1t& Bri- 
taanoruni cantileni vocatd. Chevy Chace, cujus 
autor hunc locum sibi ascirit in hxc verba, 

The child may rue that is unborn. 

III. Vbr. 4. 

Trojanas ut opes, et lamentabile regnum 

Eruerxnt Dana'i. 

Trojanas ut oces et lamentabile regnum 

lyiruerint. 

Mallem (/oes potids quim opes, quoniam in anti- 

quissioiis illis temporibus oves et armenta divitin 

J 2 regum 
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regum fuere. Vel fortasse mies Paridis innuit, 
quas super Idam nuperrime pascebat, et jam m 
vindictam pro Helenas raptu, a Menelao, Ajace 
[vid. Hor. Sat. ii. 3,] aliisque ducibus, raerit6 oc- 
cisas, 

IV, Veb. 5. 

Quaeque ipse miser rima vid'i, 
Et quorum pars magna fui. 

Quaeque ipse jniserrimus audi, 

Et quorum pars magna fui 

Omnia tam audita quam visa recte distinctione 
enarrare hie ^neas profitetur : multa quorum 
nox ea fatalis sola conscia fuit, vir probus et pius 
tanquam visa referre non potuiL 

V, VEK..7r 

Quis talia/fl«rfo 
Temperet a lacrymis? 

Quis talia/e«(/c, 
Temperet in lachrymis P 

Major enim doloris indicatio, absque modo lar 
chrymare, qu^ solummo^o a lachrymia pon temr 
pcrare, 

VI, Ver. 9, 

Et jam nox bumida coelo 
Prxcipitat, suadentque cadentia sydera somnos. 

Et jam nox lumina ccelo 
Prfficipitat, suadentque latentia sydera spmnos. 

Lectio, hutnida, vetpertinum rorem solum in- 
nuere videtur: magis mi arridet /Mmina, qu« /a- 
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tentm postquam prcecipitantur, aurorie adventum 

annunciant. 

Sed si tantus amor casus cognoscere nostras, . 

Et breviter Trojie supremum audire lahorem. 

Sed si tantus amor euros cognoscere noctis, " 

Et brech ter TrojjE superiimque audire labores. 

Cure Noctis (scilicet noctis excidii Trojani) 
magis compendiosj; (vel ut dixit ipse breviter) 
totam belli catastrophen denotat, quim diflFusa 
iila et indeterminata lectio, casus nostras. Ter 
audire gratum fuisse Didoni, patet ex libro 
quarto, ubi dicJtur, lUacosque iterum demens au- 
dire labores exposcit : Ter enim pro sape usurpatur. 
Tro^a, superumque labores, rect6, quia non tantum 
homines sed & Dii sese his laboribus immtscue- 
runt. Vide ^n. ii. ver. 610, etc. 
Quanquani animus meminisse horret, lactuque r^ 

Incipiam. 

Quanquam animus meminisse borret, lactusquere- 
s&rgit. 

Resurgit mult6 propriiis dolorem renascentem 
QOtat quam ut hactenus, refugit. 

VII. Veb. \% 

Fracti bello, fatisquc repulsi 
Ductores Danaflm, tot jam labentibus annis 
Instar mentis equum, divina Palladia arte 
jEdificant— ^efc. 
Tracti bello, fatisque repulsi. 

Tracti & repulsi, antithesis perpulcbra ! Fracti, ' 
frigide et vulgafit^r. 
Fquum jam Trojanam (ut vulgus loquitur) ade- 
I 2 amua : 
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amus; qucm si equam Greecam vocabis, lector, mi- 
ninie pecces: soIeb coim femellEe utero gestant. 
Uterumque armato milite cempknt — Uteroque re- 
cutw Imonuere caoee— Atque utero sonifum quater 

arma dedere Inclasoa utero Danaos, &c. Vox 

foEta non convenit maribus, — Scaitditjataks nutch- 

ma muros, Fceta armis Palladem virginem, 

equo mari fabricando invigilare decuisse, quis 
putat? et incredibile prorsus ! Quamobrem exis- 
timo veram equee lectionem passim restituendam, 
nisi ubi forte, metri caussa, equum potius quant 
equam, genus, pro sexu, dixit Maro. Vale ! dum 
haec paucula corriges, majus opus moveo.* 

* tbett U mocb pleasantry in luppouDg it ihould be the 
Trojan mare, and not honei aaS in the reasons asiigned for this 
oew reading. The nme may be laid of allertDg lectit for kciis, 
¥cr. 631 } and of altering a)Nu for oves, ver. 4, chap. 3. 

Dr. Waktdw. 
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AN ESSAY 



LEARNED MARTINUS SCRIBLERCS, 



THE ORIGIN OF SCIENCES.* 

WlITtBH TO THl llOST LBAklTBb PK. ■ --, t. R. 1. FS01I TRB^ 
OBSERTa OF KlfBIA, 

AMONG all the inquiries which have beea 
pursued by the curious and inquisitive, there is 
none more worthy the search of a learned head, 
than the source from whence we derive those arts 
and sciences which raise us so far above the vul- 
gar, the countries in which, they rose, and the 
channels by which they have been conveyed. As 
those, who first brought them among us, attain- 
ed them by travelling into the remotest parts of 
tlie earth, I may boast of some advantages by the 
same means; since I write this from the deserts 
of Ethiopia, from those plains of sand, which 
have buried the pride of invading armies, with 
my foot perhaps at this instant ten fathom be- 
low the grave of Cambyses ; a solitude to which 
neither Pythagoras nor Apollonius ever pene- 
trated. 

It is universally agreed, that arts and sciences 
were derived to us from the ^Egyptians and In- 

■ Tbii eiMy wm bj Dr. Panidl. N. 

I 4 dians; 
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dians; but from whom they first received them 
is as yet a secret. The highest period of time, 
to which the learned attempt to trace them, is 
the beginning of the Assyrian monarchy, when 
their inventors were worshipped ss Gods. It is 
therefore necessary to go backward itvto times 
even more remote, and to gain some knowledge 
of their history, from whatever dark and broken 
hints may any way be found in ancient authors 
concerning them. 

Nor Troy nor Tliehes were the first of empires; 
we. have mention, though not histories, of an 
earher warhke people called- the FygmEeans. I 
cannot but persuade myself, from those accounts 
in Homer, • Aristotle, and others, of their his- 
tory, wars and revolutions, and from the very 
air in which those authors speak of them as of 
things known, that they were then a part of the 
study of the learned. And though all we directly 
hear is of their military achievements, in the 
brave defence of their country from the annual 
invasions of a poweiful enemy, yet I cannot doubt, 
but that they excelled as much in the arts of peace- 
ful gDvernment ; though there remain no traces 
of their civil institutions. Empires as great have 
been swallowed up in the wreck of time, and such 
sudden periods have been put to them, as occa- 
sion a total ignorance of their story. And if I 
should co'ijecture, that the like happened to this 
nation, from a general extirpation of the people 
by those flocks of monstrous birds, wherewith 
antiquity agrees they M'cre continually infested ; 
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it ought hot to seem more incredible, than that 
one ef the Baleares was wasted by rabbits, Smyn- 
the by mice,* and of late Bermudas almost depo- 
pulated by rats, t Nothing is more natural to ima- 
gine, than that the few survivors of that empire 
retired into the depths of their deserts, where 
they lived undisturbed, till they -were found 
out by Osiris, in his travels to instruct mankind. 

" He met, "says Diodorus,J'* in Ethiopia a sort 
of httle Satyrs, who were hairy one half of their 
body, and whose leader Pan accompanied him in 
hisexpedittonfor the civilizing of mankind." Now 
of this great personage Pan we have a very par- 
ticular description in the ancient writers; who una- 
nimously agree to represent him shaggy-bearded, 
hairy all over, half a man and half a beast, and 
walking erect with a staff, the posture in which 
his race do to this day appear among us. And 
since the chief thing to which he applied him- 
self was the civilizing of mankind, itshould seem 
that the first principles of science must be re- 
ceived from that nation, to which the Gods were 
by Homer^said to resort twelve days every year 
for the conversation of its wise and just inhabb- 
tants. 

If from Egypt we proceed to take a view of 
India, we shall find, that their knowledge also 
derived itself from the same source. To that 
country did these noble creatures accompany 
Bacchus in his expedition under the conduct of 
Silenus, who is also described to us with the same 

* Eustatbiui in Horn. II. i. t Speede, in Bermuda*. 
IOiod.l. i. ch. IS. W-i- 

marks 
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marks and qualifications. " MankiDd is igoaraat,** 
saith Diodorus,* "whence Silenus derived hi» 
birth, through his great antiquity; but he had a 
tail on bis loins, as likewise had all his progeny, 
in sign of their descent." Here then they settled 
a colony, which to this day subsists with the same 
tails. From this time they seem to have com- 
municated themselves only to those men, who 
retired from the converse of their own species to 
a more uninterrupted life of contemplation. I 
am much inclined to believe that in the midst of 
those solitudes they instituted the much cele- 
brated order of gymnosophists. For whoever 
observes the scene and manner of their life, will 
easily find them to have imitated with all exact- 
ness imaginable the manners and customs of their 
masters and instructors. They are said to dwell 
in the, thickest woods, to go naked, to suffer 
their bodies to be over-run with hair, and, their 
nails to grow to a prodigious length. Flutarchf 
says, " they eat what they could get in the fields, 
their drink was water, and their bed made of 
leaves or moss. " And Herodotus ^ t^dls ns, that 
they esteemed it a great exploit to kill very 
many ants or creeping things. 

Hence we see, that the two nations which 
contend for the origin of learning, are the same 
that have evermost abounded with this ingenious 
race. Though they have contested, which was 
first blest with the rise of science, yet have they 
conspired in being grateful to their common 

• Diod. 1. ili. ch. 6g. 

f Plntarcb m bis Onit on Alexander's fortane, t Herod. 1. i. 
masters. 
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masters. Egypt is so well known to have wor- 
shipped them of old in their own images ; and 
India may be credibly supposed to have done 
the same from that adoration, which they paid 
in latter times to the tooth of one of these hairy 
philosophers; in just gratitude, as it should 
aeem, to the mouth, from which they received 
their knowledge. 

Pass we now over into Greece; where we find 
Orpheus returning out of Egypt, with the same 
intent as Osiris and Bacchus made their expe- 
ditions. From this period it was, that Greece 
first heard the name of satyrs, or owned them 
for temidei. And hence it is surely reasonable 
to conclude, that he brought some of this won- 
derful species along with him, who also had a 
leader of the line of Pan, of the same name, and 
expressly called king by Theocritus.* If thus 
much be allowed, we easily account for two of 
the strongest reports in all antiquity. One is, 
that of the beasts following the music of Or- 
pheus : which has been interpreted of his tam- 
ing savage tempers, but will thus have a literal 
application. The other, which we most insist 
upon, is the fabulous story of the gods compress- 
ing women in woods under bestial appearances ; 
which will be solved by the love these sages are 
known to bear to the females of our kind. I am 
sensible it may be objected, that they are said 
to have been compressed in the shape of differ- 
ent animals ; but to this we answer, that women 
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under such apprehensions hardly know what 
shape they have to deal with. 

From what has been last said, it is highly cre- 
dible, that to this ancient and generous race the 
world is indebted, if not for the heroes, at least 
for the acutest wits of antiquity. One of the 
most remarkable instances, is that great mimic 
genius ^sop,* for whose extractiou from these 
gyhestres homines we may gather an argument 
from Planudes, who says, that ^Esop signifies the 
same thing as ^thiop, the original nation of our 
people. For a second argument we may offer 
the description of his person, which was short, 
deformed, and almost savage; insomuch that he 
might have lived in the woods, had not the bene- 
volence of his temper made him rather adapt 
himself to our manners, and come to court in 
wearing appareK The third proof is his acute 
and satirical wit; and lastly his great knowledge 
in the nature of beasts, together with the na- 
tural pleasure he took tu speak of them upon all 
occasions. 

The next instance I shall produce is Socrates. "f 
First, it was a tradition, that he was of an un- 
common birth from the rest of men : secondly, he 
had a countenance confessing the line he sprung 
from, being bald, flat-nos'd, with prominent eyes, 
and a downward look: thirdly, he turned cer- 
tain fables of^op into verse, probably out of 
the respect to beasts in general, and love to his 
family in particular. 

* Vit, JEMp. laiiio. t fcc Plato and Xcnopbon. 

In 
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In process of time the women, with whom 
these Sylvans would have lovingfy cohabited, 
were either taught by mankind, or induced by 
an abhorrence of their shapes, to shun their em- 
braces ; so that our «ages were necessitated to 
mix with beasts. This by degrees occasioned the 
hair of their posterity to grow higher thati their 
middles ; it rose in one generation to their arms, 
in the second it invaded their necks, in the third 
it gained the ascendant of their heads, tiU the 
degenerate appearance, in which the species is 
now immersed, became completed. Though we 
must here observe, that there were a. few, who 
fell not under the common calamity ; there bein^ 
some unprejudiced women in every age, by vir- 
tue of whom a total extinction of the original race 
was prevented. It is remarkable also, that even. 
where they were mixed, the defection from their 
nature was not so entire, but there still appeared 
marvellous qualities among them, as was manifest 
in those who followed Alexander in India. How 
did they attend his army and survey his order! 
how did they cast themselves into the same>forms 
for march or for combat ! what an imitation was 
there of all his discipline !" the ancient true re- 
mains of a warlike disposition, and of that con- 
stitution, which they enjoyed, while they were 
yet a monarchy. 

To proceed to Italy; at the first appearance of 
these wild philosophers, there were some of the 
least mixed' who vouchsafed to converse with 
mankind; which is evident from the name of 
Fauns,* afando, or speaking. Such was he, who 

coming 
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coming out of the woods in hatred to tyranny, 
encouraged the Roman army to proceed against 
' the Hetruscans, who would have restored Tar- 
quin. But here, as in all the western parts of 
the world, there was a great-and memorable era, 
in which they began to be silent. This we may- 
place something near the time of Aristotle, whea 
the number, vanity, and folly of human philo- 
sophers increased, by which men's heads became 
too much puzzled to receive the simpler wisdom 
of these ancient Sylvans ; the questions of that 
academy were too numerous to be consistent 
with their ease to answer ; and too intricate, ex- 
travagant, idle, or pernicioas, to be any other 
than a derision or scorn unto them. From this 
period, if we ever hear of their giving answers, 
it is only when caught, bound, and constrained, 
in like manner as was that ancient Grecian 
prophet, Proteus. 

Accordingly we read in Sylla's* time of such a 
philosopher taken near Dyrrachium, who would 
not be persuaded to give them a lecture by all 
they could say to him, and only showed his 
power in sounds by neighing tike a horse. 

But a more successful attempt was made in 
Augustus's reign by the inquisitive genius of the 
great Virgil; whom, together with Varus, the 
commentators suppose to have been the true per- 
sons who are related in the sixth Bucolic to have 
caught a philosopher, and doubtless a genuine 
one of the race of the old Silenus. To pre- 
vail upon him to be communicative (of the itn- 

• Vid. PloUrch. iaVit. Sylta; 

portance 
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portance of which Virgil was well aware) they 
not only tied him fast, but allured him likewise 
by a courteous present of a comely maiden called 
£gle, which made him siag both merrily and 
instructively. In this song we have their doc- 
trine of the creation, the same in all probability 
as was taught so many ages before in the great 
pygmaean empire, and several hieroglyphical 
fables under which they couched or embeliished 
their morals. For which reason I look upon this 
fiucolic as an inestimable treasure of the most 
ancient science. 

In the reign of Constantine we hear of another 
taken in a net, and brought to Alexandria, 
round whom the people flocked to hear his wis- 
dom ; but as Ammianus Marcelliuus reporteth, 
he proved a dumb philosopher; and only in- 
structed by action. 

The last we shall speak of, who seemeth to be 
of the true race, is said by St. Jerome to have 
met St. Anthony* in a desert; who inquiring the 
way of him, he showed his understanding and 
courtesy by pointing, but would not answer, for 
he was a dumb philosopher also. 

These are all the notices, which I am at pre- 
aent able to gather, of the appearance of so great 
and learned a people on your side uf the world. 
But if we return to their ancient native seats, 
Africa and India, we shall there find, even in 
modern times, many traces of their original 
conduct and valour. 

{n Africa (as we read among the indefatigable 
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Mr. Purchas's collections) a body of them, whose 
leader was inflamed with love for a Woman, by 
martial power and stratagem won a fort from the 
Portuguese. 

But I must leave all others, at present, to ce- 
lebrate the praise of two of their unparailed mo- 
narchs in India. The one was Perimal the mag- 
nificent, a prince most learned and communica- 
tive; to whom in Malabar their excess of zeal 
dedicated a temple, raised on seven hundred 
pillars, not inferior in Maffiaeus's * opinion to 
those of Agrippa in the Pantheon. The other, 
Hanimant the marvellous, his relation and suc- 
cessor, whose knowledge was so great, as made 
his followers doubt if even that wise species could 
arrive at such perfection: and therefore they 
rather imagined him and his race a sort of gods 
formed into apes. His was the tooth which the 
Portuguese touk in Bisnagar 1359, for which 
the Indians offered,- according to Linschotten.-t" 
the immense sum of seven hundred thousand 
ducats. -Nor let me quit this head without men- 
tioning with all due respect Oraog Outang tho 
great, thelast of this line; whose unhappy chancel 
it was to fall into the hands of Europeans. Oran 
Outang, whose value was not known to us, for 
he was a mute philosopher: Oran Outang, by 
whose dissection the learned Dr. Tyson J has 
added a confirmation to this system, from the 
resemblance between the honw sylvestris and our 
human body, in those organs by which the ra- 
tional soul is exerted. 

« Maff. 1. i. + Linschot. ch. 44. P. 

% Di. lysoa's Anatom^ofa Piginy, 4to. P. 
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We must now descend to consider this people 
u sunk into the bruta natura by their continual 
commerce with beasts. iiVet even at this time 
what experiments do they not afford us, of re- 
lieving some from the spleen, and others from 
impostbumes, by occasioning laughter at proper 
seasons! with what readiness do they enter into 
tbe imitation of whatever is remarkable in hu- 
man life ! and what surprising relations have le 
Comte * and others given of their appetites, ac- 
tions, conceptions, affections, varieties of ima- 
ginations, and abilities capable of pursuing them ! 
If under their present low circumstances of birth 
and breeding, and in so short a term of life as 
is now allotted them, they so far exceed all 
beasts, andequal many men; what prodigies may ' 
we not conceive of those, who were nati mel^ori- 
hm annis, those primitive, longevat, and ante- 
diluvian man-tigers, who 6rst taught science to 
the world ! 

This account, which is entirely my own, I am 
proud to imagine has traced knowledge from a 
fountain correspondent to several opinions of the 
ancients, though hitherto undiscovered both by 
them and the more ingenious moderns. And 
now what shall I say to mankind in the thought 
of this great discoverj'? what, but that they 
should abate their pride, and consider that the 
authors of our knowledge are among the beasts? 
that these, who were our elder brothers by a 
day in the creation, -whose kingdom (.like that in 
the. scheme of Plato) was governed by philoso- 

* Father le Comte, a jeiuit, la the acconnt of bis travels. P. 
VOL xvjii. -- ^ K phers. 
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phers, vfao flourished with learning in Ethiopia 
and India, are nov distinguished and known only 
by the same appellation as the man-tiger and the 
monkey. 

Ai to speech, I make no question, that there 
are remains of the first and less corrupted race 
in their native deserts^ vho yet have the power 
of it. But the vulgar reason given by the Spa- 
niards, *' that they will not speak for fear of be- 
ing set to work," is alone a sufficient one, con- 
sidering hoir exceedingly all other learned per- 
sons affect their ease. A second is, that these 
observant creatures, having been eye-witnesses 
of the cruelty with which that nation treated 
their brother Indians, find it necessary not to 
show themselves to be men, that they may be 
protected not only from work, but from cruelty 
also. Thirdly, th^ conld at best take no delist 
to converse with the Spaniards, whose grave and 
sullen temper is so averse to that natural and 
open cheerfulness, which is generally observed 
to accompany all true knowledge. 

But now were it possible, that any way could 
be found to draw forth their latent qualities, I 
cannot but think it would be highly serviceable 
to the learned world, both in respect of recover- 
ing past knowledge, and promoting the future. 
Might there not be found certain gentle and art- 
ful methods, whereby to endear us to them ? U 
there no nation in the world, whose natural turn 
is adapted to engage their society, and win them 
by a sweet similitude -of manners? Is there no 
nation, where the men might allure theni by a 
distinguishing civility, and iq a manner fasci- 
^^- ^ . Bate 
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nate them by assimilated motions? no nation where 
the women with easy freedoou, and the gen- 
tlest treatraent, might oblige the loving crea^ 
tures to sensible returns of humanity? The 
love I bear my native country prompts me to 
wish this nation might be Great Britain; but 
alas! in our present wretched, divided condi- 
tion, how can we hope, that foreigners of so 
great prudence will freely declare their senti- 
ments in the midst of violent parties, and at so 
vast a distance from their friends, relations, and 
country? The affection I bear our neighbour 
state, would incline me to wish it were Holland — 

Sed ]kt& in parte mamiUac 
Nil talit Arciidico. 

It is from France then we must expect this re- 
storation of learning, whose late monarch took 
the sciences under his protection, and raised 
them to so great a height. May we not hope 
their emissaries will some time or other have in- 
structions, not only to invite learned men into 
their country, but learned beasts, the true an- 
cient man-tigers I mean of Ethiopia and India? 
Might not the talents of each kind of these be 
adapted to the improvement of the several 
sciences? the man-tigers to instruct heroes, 
statesmen, and scholars ; baboons to teach cere> 
mony and address to courtiers; monkeys, the 
art of pleasing in conversation, and agreeable 
affectations to ladies and their lovers; apes of 
las learning to form comedians and dancing 
,.- ,K fi : ■ master*; 
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masters; and marmosets, court pages and young 
English travellers? But the distinguishing of each 
kind, and allotting the proper business to each, I 
leave to the inquisitive and penetrating genius 
of the Jesuits in their respective missions. 

. ' Vale, ^fruere.. 
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WONDERFUL EFFECI9 



CONJUNCTION OF THE PLANETS JUPITBB, MARS, 
AND SATURN. 
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1q novB felt animiu matatu dicere fonnas 
Corpora—— 

I SUPPOSE every body is sufBciently <t>pri9e<t 
of, and duly preparedfor, the famous conjunction 
to be celebrated the I9th of this instant Decem- 
ber 1722, foretold by all the sages of antiquity 
under the name of the antiiu mvnabilis, or the me- 
taraorphostical conjunction; a word which de- 
notes the mutual transformation of sexes (the 
effect of that configuration of the celestial bo- 
dies) the human males being tb be turned into 
females, and the human females into males. 

The Egyptians have represented this great . 

transformation by several significant hierogli- 

phics, particularly one very remarkable. There 

are carved upon an obelisk, :a^ barber and a mid- 

■ wife; the 'barbet .delivers his razor .to the mid- 
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wife, and she her swaddling clothes to the barber. 
Accordingly Tbales Milesius (who, like the rest 
of his countrymen, borrowed his learning from 
the Egyptians) after having computed the time 
of this famous cttnjuaction, " then," says he, 
*' shall men and women mutually exchange the 
pangs of shaving and cbildbearing." 

Anaxim^ander modestly describes this metamor- 
phosis in mathematical terms, "then," says, he, 
" shall the negative quantity of the women be 
turned into positive, their — into + (i. e.) their 
minus into plus." 

Plato not only speaks of this great change, but 
describes all the preparations toward it. " Long 
before the bodily transformation," says he, "na- 
ture shall begin the most difficult part of the 
work, by changing the ideas and inclinations of 
her two sexes : men shall turn effeminate, and 
women manly ; wives shall domineer, and hus- 
bands obey ; ladies shall ride a horseback, dressed 
like cavaliers ; princes and nobles appear in 
nightrails and petticoats ; men shall squeak upon 
theatres with female voices, and women corrupt 
virgins; lords shall knot and cut paper: and 
even the northern people itft(*» xmrpi* ipntiy, a 
phrase (which for modesty's sake I forbear to 
translate) which denotes a vice too frequent 
among us. 

That the ministry foresaw this great change, 
is plain from the calico act J whereby it is now 
become the occupation of the women all over 
England, to convert their useless female habits 
into beds, window-curtains, chairs, aod joint- 
V stools ; 
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stools; undressing themselves (as it vere) be- 
fore their truisformatioD. 

The philosophy of this trassformatioD vill not 
seem surprising to people, vho seardi into the 
bottom of things. Madame Bourignon, a devout 
French lady, has shovn us, how man vas at first 
created male and iemale in one individual, hsviag 
the i^culty of propagation within himself; a cir- 
cumstance necessary to the state of innocence^ 
wherein a man's happiness was not to depend 
upon the caprice of another. It was not till 
after he had made ^ faux pas, that he had his 
ii;male mate. Many such transformations of in* 
dividnals have been well attested ; particularly 
one by Montaigne, and another by the late bi- 
shop of Salisbury. From all which it appears, 
that this system of male and female has already 
undergone, and may hereafter suffer, several 
alterations. Every smatterer in anatomy knows, 
that a woman is but an introverted man ; a new 
fusion and fiattts will turn the hollow bottom of 
a bottle into a convejcity ; but I forbear for the 
sake of my modest men-readers, who are in a 
few days to be virgins. 

In some subjects the smallest alterations will 
do : some men are sufficiently spread about the 
hips, and contrived with that female softness, 
that they want only the negative quantity to 
make them buxom wenches; and there are wo- 
men who iare, as; it were, already the ^&zuc/ie * 
of a good sturdy man. If nature could be puz- 
zled, it will be how to bestow the reduodant 

* SketdviODG^^vt^t/wesKr. S.' 
. - '^ K 4 - matter 
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matter of the exuberant bubbies that Dowappear 
about towD, or how to roll out the sbort dapper 
fellows into well-sized women. 

This great conjunction will begin to operate 
on Saturday the 39th instant Accordingly akout 
eight at night, as Senezino shall begin at the 
opera, SivUUte, he shall be observed to make. an 
unusual motion ; upon which the audience will 
be aflccted with a red suffusion over their coun- 
tenance : and because a strong succession of the 
muscles of the belly is necessary toward perform- 
ing this great operation, both sexes will be thrown 
into a profuse involuntary laughter. Then, to 
use the modest terms of Anaximander, " shall ne- 
gative quantity be turned into positive, &c." 
Time never beheld, nor will it ever assemble, 
such a number of untouched virgins within tbose 
walls ! but alas ! such will be the impatience and 
curiosity of people to act in their new capacity, 
that many of them will be completed men and 
women that very night. To prevent the disor- 
ders that may happen upon this occasion, is the 
chief design of this paper. 

Gentlemen have begun already to make use 
of this conjunction to compass their filthy pur- 
poses. They tell the ladies, forsooth, that it is 
only parting with a perishable commodity, hardly 
of so much value as a calico under-petticoat; 
since, like its mistress, it will be useless in the 
form it is now in. If tlie jadies have no regard 
to the dishonour and immorality of the action, 
I desire they will consider, that nature M-ho 
never destroys her own productions, will exempt 
bigbellied women till the time^of their lying in ; 

so 
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■o that not to be transfonned, will be the same 
as to be pregnant. If they do not think it worth 
while to defend a fortress, that is to be demo- 
lished in a few days, let them reflect, that it will 
be a melancholy thiug Dine months hence to be 
brought to bed of a bastard ; a postiiumous bas- 
tard, as it were, to which the quondam father can 
be no more than a dry nurse. 

This wonderful transformation is the instru- 
meot of nature to balance matters between the 
sexes. The cruelty of scornful mistresses shall 
be returned ; the slighted maid shall grow into an 
imperious gallant, and reward her undoer with 
a big belly, and a bastard. 

It is hardly possible to imagine the revolutions, 
that this wondeiful phenomenon will occasion 
over the face of the earth. I long impatiently 
to «ee the proceedings of the parliament of Paris> 
.as to the title of succession to the crown ; this being 
acase not provided for by the Salique law. There 
will be no preventing disorders among friars and 
mouks; for certainly vows of chastity do not 
bind, but under the sex in which they were 
made. 'I be same will hold good with marriages, 
though I think It will be a scandal among Pro- 
testants for husbands and wives to part, since 
there remains still a possibility to perform the 
debitum conjugale, by the husband being ^emnie 
couverte. I submit it to the judgment of the 
gentlemen of the long robe, whether the trans- 
forma'tion does not discharge all suits of rapes. 

The pope must undergo a new groping: but 
the false prophet Mahomet has contrived matters 
well for hiB successors ; fbr as the grand sigoior 

has 
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has now a great many fine women, he will then 
have as many fine young gentlemen, at his de- 
votion. 

These are surprising scenes ; but I beg leave 
to affirm, that the solemn operations of nature 
are subjects of contemplation, not of ridicule^ 
Therefore I make it my earnest request to the 
merry fellows and giggling girls about town, 
that they would not put themselves in a high 
twitter, when they go to visit a general lying ia 
of his first child; his officers serving as midwives, 
nurses, and rockers dispensing caudle; or if they 
behoM the reverend prelates dressing the heads 
and airing the liuen at court, I beg they will 
remember that these offices must be filled with 
people of the greatest regularity, and best cha- 
racters. For the same reason I am sorry, that 
a certain prelate,* who, notwithstanding his con- 
finement,! still preserves his healthy cheerful 
countenance, cannot come in time to be a nurse 
at court. 

I likewise earnestly entreat the maids of ho- 
nour, (then ensigns and captains of the guards) 
that at their first setting out they have some 
regard to their former station; and do not run 
wild through all the infamous houses about town: 
that the present grooms of the bed-chamber (then 
maids of honour) would not eat chalk and lime 
in their green-sickness: and in general, that the 
men would remeoiber they are become retro- 
mingent, and not by inadvertency Ufi up against 
walls and posts. 

* Bp. Atterbnry, N. t ddeM«ber 17». N. , 

petticoats . 
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Petticoats will not be burdensome to the cler- 
gy; but walls and assemblies will be iodecent for 
some time. 

As for you, coquettes, bawds, and chamber- 
maids (the future minister^ plenipotentiaries, 
.and cabinet-counsellors to the princes of the 
earth) manage the great intrigues that will be 
committed to your charge, with your usual se- 
crecy and conduct : and .the aflairs of your 
masters will go better than ever. 

O ye exchange- worn en !* (our right worship- 
ful repr^entatives that are to be) be not so 
griping in the sale of your ware as your pre- 
decessors, but consider that the nation, like a 
^endthrift heir, has run out : be likewise a little 
more continent in your tongues than you are at 
present, else the length ' of debates will spoil 
your dinners. 

You housewifely good women who now pre- 
side over the confectionary (henceforth commis- 
sioners of the treasury) be so good as to dispense 
the sugar-plums of the government with a more 
impartial and frugal hand. 

Ve prudes and censorious old maids (the hopes 
of the, bench) exert but your usual talent of 
finding faults, and the lawfc will be strictly exe- 
cuted ; only I would not have you proceed upon 
such slender evidences as you have done hi- 
therto. 

It is from you, eloquent oyster- merchants of 
Billingsgate, (just ready to be called to the bar, 
and quoifed like your sister sergeants) that we 

* Sbopkeqitt^ of Exetcr-tiluiise. N. 

expect 
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expect the sbortening the time, and lesseaiog 
the expenses of lawsuits ; for I think you arc 
observed to bring your debates to a short issue; 
and even custom will restrain you from taking 
the oyster, and leaving only the shell to your 
client. 

ye physicians ! who in the figure of old 
women are to clean the tripe in the markets, 
scour it as effectually as you have done that of 
your patients, -and the town will fare most de- 
liciously on Saturdays. 

1 cannot but congratulate human nature upon 
this happy transformation : the only expedient 
left to restore the liberties and tranquillity of 
mankind. This is so evident, that it is almost 
an affroDt to common sense to insist upon the 
proof: if there can be any such stupid creature 
as to doubt it, I desire he will make but the 
following obvious reflection. There are in Europe 
alone, at present, about a million of sturdy fel- 
lows, uhder the denomination of standing forces, 
with arms in their hands : that those are masters 
of the lives, liberties, and fortunes of all the rest, 
I believe no body will deny. It is no less true 
in fact, that reams of paper, and above a square 
mite of skins of velkim, have been employed to 
no purpose to settle peace among those sons of 
violence. Pray who is he that will say unto 
them, " go and disband yourselves?" but lo 1 by 
this transformation it is done at once, and the 
halcyon days of public tranquillity return ; for 
neither the military temper aor discipline can 
taint the soft sex for a whole age to come : bel- 
laque matribus ittviaOj wars odious to mothers, will 

not 
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not grow immediately palatable in their paternal 
sute. 

Nor will the influence of this transformation 
be less in family tranquillity than it is in national. 

Great faults will be amended; and frailties for- 
given on both sides. A wife, who has been dis- 
turbed with late hours, and choked with tlie . 
haut'gout of a sot, will remember her sufferings, 
and avoid the temptations; and will for the same 
reasons indulge her mate, in his female capacity, 
in some pasiions, which she is sensible from ex- 
perience are natural to the sex; such as vanity, 
fine clothes, being admired, &c. And how ten* 
derly must she use her mate under the breeding 
qualms and labour-pains which she hath felt her- 
self r In short, alt unreasonable demands upon 
husbands must cease, because, they are already 
' satisfied, from natural experience, that they are 
impossible. 

That the ladies may govern the affairs of the 
world, and the gentlemen those of their house- 
bold, better than either of them have hitherto 
done, is the hearty desire of 

Their most sincere well-wisher, 

M. S. 
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SRECIMEN OF SCRIBLERUS'S REPOmrs.* 
Stkadling verttu SriLst. 

Le report del case argue en le commeD baidce 
devant tout les justices dele mesme banke, en 
le quart an du riygne de roy Jaqnes, entre 
Matthtv Stradling, plaat. & Peter Stiles, def. 
en un action propter certos equos coloratos, 
Angiici ppeh tfat$t9, pott per le dit Matthew 
vers le dit Peter. 

Le recitel ftJU John Swalcv of Swale-Hall in 
flel case. Swale Dale faft bp t%t ViititX Swale, 
%t. mobe W I'Ast QOliU atib ^etftammt: In to&iti, * 
among otj^et WttimHf, mat ttifi, viz. Out of the 
kind love and respect that I bear unto my much 
honoured and good friend Mr. Matthew Strad- 
liogV C^'^^ ^ ^° bequeath unto the said Matthew 
Stradling, gent all my black and white horses. 
«6e Zt»t&tttv jgab 01; hlacli fmtWy »U to&>tt 
fm9i0> (utb tin ppcb fiamtn. 

* William Fortescae, esq., vho, in 1736, was made a baron 
of ihe eschcqiicr, appeaia to bare Seen among Mr, Pope's moct 
famHiar and eateemed fnnids, and manj letten to bim from Mr. 
Pope are in the lait edition of that Poet*s worki. He waa> thoogb 
a lawyer, a man of great humour, talenti, and inb^iify. Tbil 
whimiical caie of the pyed boriea, penned in ridicu^ of the di 
miutj Reporti, wai the jtnnt composition of Mr. Pope sod Mr. 
Fortetcne. He la mentioned by Jarvia in a letter to Pope, where 
■peaking of lady M. W. M. be cays, 

Sedente Geyo, et ridente Forte^uo. Bowlei. 
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Le point or no tge taii Matthew Stradling 

ftouio suit tie ttit rf» int«f tr 

^Atlcins apprentice {lour le pi, mop 
rour le pi. jijjiiyj ^^ ,j p, „„j^_ 

ant Unt of ail ft tmnnl cipitimt w toMilm 
toj^at i0 t$e nature of horses, anb aI0o to&at 10 
the nature of colours; anil 00 t&t avgnment tofll 
nntttatntlp titiite ittrelf in a tuofola tnaii, 
t&at 10 to 0ap, tge formal part, anA substantial 
part. Horses art ibt substantial part, or tfilnf 
fetiintatSct: black and white ttt fonnal oc to> 
amiytiw giatt. 

Horse, in a ^fdical tnwt^totS imfon a cer- 
tain quadrupede or four-footed animal, which, 
by the apt and regular disposition of certain 
proper and convenient parts, is adapted, fitted, 
and constituted for the use and need of man. 
lua, eo nnt(i«air|i ant tontucllie toat >|if« animal 
tonttftet to be to t^ ti^oof of tit contmontoeal, 
tSat ^untt; ant tilinii attt of yatlfament Sain 
from time to time been mate in favour of horses. 

1st Edw. VI. fltaketi tSe ttaniiiiocting oCfioteeg 
•Hi of tie Unttom, no lew a f enalt; t(an tSe 
fotfMtnce of 40l. 

9d and 3d .Edward VI. ^Obett from horse- 
stealers tSe btneflt of eteir tierg;. 

And the Statutes of the i7th and 3Sd of Hen. 
VIII. conte0fenO oo far at to taiie tare of t(efr 
fierp breed : Cge0e our tnifie antestorfj {nrutentlp 
foceaeeing, ttat t^e; conU not better taie tate of 
tteit otiin |ioeterit|i, tgan b; al«a taking tare of 
cSat of tStir Sot«e«. 

ant 
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anb of eo great tfitam are horses in tge epe of 
tftt tommon lain, tgac l»gen a Knight of the 
Bath tommittttft anp great anb enormou0 crime, 
Ue punt0gment is to ^atie j^i^ spurs chopt off 
with a cleaver, being, at mafftrr Bracton tsrll 
ftb0crtiet|l, unworthy to ride on a horse. 

Littleton, Sect. 315, saith, Jf tenentif in cottt* 
mon malte & \ta$t rejserbing far uat a horse> ^ep 
if &aU jbn&t but one a&eiit, because, saith the book, 
ttt lato Inilt not suffer a horse to be severed. 
Stnotfier argument of tugat &igg estimation tfie 
lata ma^etg of a gorse. 

lIBut OS t&e great biffcrente sermctg not to be tfo 
mucj^ coucj^ing tftt substantial part, horses, let 
us proteeb to tf^t formal or bescri^be pare, viz. 
tRBgat l^orses tgep are tgat come tsitjgin tgis ]Br« 
qutSt, 

Colours are tommonI|i of various kinds and dif- 
ferent sorts; of togicg white anb black are tj^ 
tteo eirtremes, anb, consriiumtip, comprehend 
within them all other colours whatsoever. 

HSp a bequest therefore of black and white 
horses, gray or pyedhorsesmay welt pass; fottcj^ 
ttno rjctmnes, or remotest enbs of an? t&tng are 
bebiseb, tge late, bp tommon incenbnunt, \aUl 
inttnb whatsoever is contained between them to 
be devised too. 

usuttbt present case is Still Stronger, coming 
noc onlii taiitgfn tj^e intenbmtnt, but also tgr beep 
letter of tgt toorbs. 

asp tge tBorb black, all tfie gorges tgat aw 
black are devised ; bp tgt toorb white, are bC< 
biSeb tgose tgat are white ; anb bp tge Same tootb, 
teitg t&e conjunction topnlatibe, and, betttccn ^gem. 

the 
■ ' *< 
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the bones that are black and white, tj^ot i9 to 
0ap, pyed, are devised also. 

M^attUtt is black aod white i0 pyed, ant 
t^attbtv is pyed i0 black and white; ergo, black 
and white i$ pyed, ottil, vice versa, pyed ifl black 
and white. 

3|f therefore black and white horses ace ttef)j0tli> 
pyed horses shall pass by such devise ; but black 
and white horses are devised ; ergo, the pi. shall 
have the pyed horses. 

Catlyne i^nttmtt mop ^tmhlt aV 
Pour le conttacp, t&t plaintiff shall not have 
defend. the pyed horses by intendment; foe 
if bp t^ bet)i0e of black and white 
horses, not onlp hlaii sub togite j^orEir^, but 
jEiocttcfi of an? tolout: bettueen tfttst ttoo tftwm$ 
map pa90, then not only pyed and gray horses, 
but also red or bay horses would pass likewise, 
which would be absurd and against reason, ^nb 

lii» i0 ano^ec Strang; argument in lato, 2s/ihil, 
quod est contra rattonem, est licitum : for reason is 
the life of the law, nap t^t common law is nothing 
but reason ; mglcfi iiS to be un&er0toob of artifi- 
cial perfection and reason gotmi bp long 0CUbp, 
anl^ not of mans natural reason; for netnonascitur 
ariifex, and legal reason est summa ratio; anb 
i^vtfaxt if all t&t na^on tBat i0 &i0{>er0eb into 
sto manp' biffetent geab^, tDetrmtiteb into oiu, ff 
coulb not mafce »txth a laioi a» tgt late of England ; 
betau07 bp tttanp 0ntce00ion0 of aQt9 it &a0 ft^nt 
ftfttt anb veRixb bp gcabe anb leamebmen; 00 
^at ttit olb rule map be brrefieb in it, Neminem 
oportet esse legibus sapientiorem. 

^0 t^ttftm pyed horses bo not come mitflin 
voi.rxvin. . * I. ' * tj&e 
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tfie tottnftmtnt of tS* Xttmttty 00 neitgtc ttci t^F 
toftgin tj^ Uttn of tgr morbtf. 

a pyed horse ifi not a white-horse, ndt^ Ui a 
pyed a black horse ; goto tgen (Olt pyed horses 
tome imber 4e tDSlti^ of black and white horses? 

lBt»iitty ttgm tufttom fiatft abo^b a urtaiK 
bmrminatit nanir to an? one tjging, ht all MiiiUff, 
feofounni, anb orantjl, that certain name shall 
be made use of, and no uncertain circumlocutory 
descriptions shall be allowed ; for CtrtailH? ilf it$ 
fatBn of cis&t, anti t^ mot&et of in^tiu* 

Le reste del argumen jeo ne pouvois oyer, car 
jeo fui disturb en man place. 

%>t tmm fait lougemntt m boubc' it i' t$t 
mamt h 0^0 Qrai^ btlibetation nu 

3ttbgmmt fuft bonne pour It pi, nisi causa. 

Motion in arrest of judgment, ^at ttt pyed 
honea were mare* ; anb tdemBpiM an inspection 
vas prayed. 

Ct 0w no It court advisare rult 
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KEY TO THE LOCK; 

TREATISE, 

rHOTlKQ BtTOHS ALL CO>TK1D1CTIOII 

THE DANGEROUS TENDENCY OF A LATE POEM. 

urrrrtBD 

THE RAPE OF THE LOCK, 

GOVERNMENT AND RELIGION. 

WBITTBH IN 1714. 
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^en the Rape of the Lock, Pope'i moft . exqmnte Poesi, 
was pnUMhedj Dcddu wrote tome criticism! on it, ai if tbere 
were b UitM muaatig in zeaay- of the inddcnti, and he there- 
fore publicly accused tbe author of being an ette^ of lut Hiig . 
tmd oBttniry. This trifle vag written to shew, in the mott forcible 
pdnt of view, the ridiculousnen of accoiatiooi, founded on such 
coinddendea. Bow^bs. 
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A KEY TO THE LOCK. 

. Since this unhappy division of our nation 
into parties, it is not to be imagined how many 
jirtifices have been made use of by writers to ob- 
scure the truth, and cover designs which may be 
detrimental to the public. In particular, it has 
})een their custom of fate to vent their political 
spleen in allegory and fable. If an honest be- 
lieving nation is to be made a jest of, we have a 
story of "John Bull and his wife :"* if a trea- 
surer is to be glanced at, an ant with a white 
straw is introduced; if a treaty of commerce is 
to be ridiculed, it is immediately metamorphosed 
into a tale of " Count Tariff".'* 

But if any of these malevolents have a small 
talent in rhyme, they principally delight to con- 
vey their malice in that pleasing way ; as it were 
gilding the pill, and concealing the poison under 
the sweetness of numbers. 

ft is the duty of every well-designing subjeet 
to prevent, as far as he can, the ill consequences 
of such pernicious treatises; and I hold it mine 
to warn the public of a kte poem, entitled " The 
Rape of the Lock;" which I shall demonstrate to 
be of this nature. 

It is a coqimon and just observation, that, 

* Alluding to Svntt'i allegorical histoTy of Joho Bull, and other 
ironical pieces, on the tide of the Tories. The "Aut," andtbe 
^ Wbite Straw," 1) lord Oxford aod the Treasarer'i white wand. 
Bovus. 

• ,1 3 whcM 
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when the meaning of any thing is dubious, one 
can no way better judge of the true intent of it, 
than by considering who is the author, what is 
his character in general, and his disposition in 
particular. 

Now that the author of this poem is a reputed 
Papist is well known; and that a genius so capa- 
ble of doing service to that cause may have been 
corrupted in the course of his education by Je- 
suits or others, is justly very much to be sus- 
pected; notwithstanding that seeming coolness 
and moderatioq, which he has been (perhaps art- 
fully) reproached with by' those of his own per- 
suasion. They are sensible, that this nation is 
Secured by good and wholesome laws to prevent 
all evil practices of the church of Rome ; parti- 
cularly the publication of books that may in any 
sort propagate that doctrine: their authors are 
therefore obliged to couch their designs the 
deeper; and though I cannot aver the intention 
of this gentleman was directly to spread Popish 
doctrines, yet it comes to the same point if he 
touch the government: for the court of Rome 
knows very well, that the church at this time is 
so firmly founded on the state, that fhe only Way 
to shake the one, is, by attacking the other, 
' What confirms me in this opinion is al» accir 
dental discovery I made of a very artful piece of 
management among his Popish friends apd abet- 
tor?, to hide his whole design u^on the govern- 
ment ; by takjng all the characters upon them- 
^eWes. 

Upon the day that this poem was published, tt 

was my fortune to step into th? Cpcoa-tree, where 

• a pertain 
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a cet-taib gendetnaa was raiHag very liberally at 
the author, vith a passion extremely well coun- 
terftitcd, for haviog (as he said) reflected upon 
him iQ the character of Sir Flume. Upon hij 
going out, I inquired who he was, add they told 
me " he was a Roman catholic knight." 

I was the same evening at Will'a, and saw a 
circle round another gentleman, who was raiUng 
in like manner, and showing his snuff-box * and 
cane to prove he was satirised in the same cha- 
racter. I asked this gentleman's name, and was 
told "he was a Roman catholic lord." 

A day or two after I happened to be in com- 
pany with the young lady to whom the poem is 
dedicated. She also t6ok up the character of 
Belinda with much frankness and good humour, 
though the author has given us a hint, in his 
dedication,t that he meant something farther. 
This lady is also a Roman catholic. At the same 
time others of the characters were claimed by 
some persons in the room ; and all of them Ro<- 
man catholics. • 

But to proceed to the work itself. 
In all things which are intricate, as allegories 
in their own nature are, and especially those that 
are industriously made so, it is not to be expected 
we should find the clew at flrst sight : but when 
once we baVe laid hold on that, we shall trace 

. , # "Of ambtt JMEJf-feoif vaiB, 

And (he nke conduct o( a clOoded cane." Bowlbi. 

f " The character of Belbda (at it it here manageit) rescm- 
, Uei you ia nothing bat beaaty." Dedication to the Rape of the 
Lock. Waixom. 

L 4 . this 
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this our author through all the labyrinths, dou- 
blings, and turnings of his intricate composition. 

First then let it be observed, that in the most 
demonstrative sciences some postulata are to 
be granted, upon which the rest is naturally 
founded. 

The only postulatum or concession which I 
^esire to be made ma, is, that by thk Lock is 



Thb BARRiEa Treaty.* 

L^^First then, I shall discover that Belinda re- 
presents Great Britain, or (which is the same 
thing) her late majesty. This is plainly seeu in 
his description of her: 

Oq bcr white breast a sfiarUing cfou slie bore : 

alluding to the ancient name of Albion, from her 
white cliffs, and to the cross which is the ensign 
of England. 

II. The baron, *ho cuts off the lock, or barrier 
treaty, is the E. of Oxford. 

III. Clarissa, who lent the cissars, my lady 
Masham. ■ 

IV. Thalestrls, who provokes Belinda to re- 
sent the loss of the lock, or treaty, the duchess 
of Marlborough. 

• For a fuH account of the poUtlcal transactiom reladng to 
this treaty, kc "The Conduct of the AUia;' and " Romarki 
on the Barrier Treaty." Wahtom. 

Some of these admirably ridiculous idea, are veiy ditsimibr 
from some of Warborton's seriou* discoveries of lacnt beaolics in 
hit farourite author. Bovlbs. 

V. Sir 
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V. ^ir Plume, who is moved by Thalestres to 
redemand it of great Britain, prince Eugene, who 
came hither for that purpose. 

There are some other inferior characters, 
irhich we shall ohserve upon afterward : but I 
shall first explain the foregoing. 

The first part of the baron's character is his 
being adventurous, or enterprising, which is the 
common epithet given to the earl of Oxford by 
his enemies. ' The prize he aspires to is the trea- 
sury, in order to which he offers a sacrifice : 

■^^ an altar built 
Of twelve TMt French romances neatly gilt. 

Our author here takes occasion maliciously to 
Insinuate this statesman's love to France ; repre- 
senting the hooks he chiefly studies to be vast 
French romances : these are the vast prospects 
from the friendship and aUiance of France, which 
he satirically calls romances: hinting thereby, 
that these promises and protestations were no 
more to be relied on than those idle legends. Of 
these he is s^d to build an altar; to intimate 
that the foundation of bis schemes and honours 
was fixed upon the French romances abovemen- 
tjoned.* 

A fan, a garter, half a pair of glovei. 

One of the things he sacrifices is a fan; which, 

* The outcry against lord Oxford at the .time wn, that h« 
mi in the interest of the Pretender, and had correapondfed 
with the couirt of France. Whatever might have been .th« 
idicoiei of Boliogbroke and othen, there is now little doubt 
hnt that l«rd Oxford himielf had no idea of changing tbo 
frotcstant mcccssion. Bowlxi. 

botii 
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both for its gaudy show and perpetual fluttering, 
has been held the emblem of woman : this points 
at the change of the ladies of the bedchamber,* 
The garter alludes to the hoDours he conferred 
On some of his friends ; and we may, without 
straining the sense, call the half pair of gloves a 
gauntlet, the token of those military employ- 
ments, which he is said to have sacrificed to bis 
designs. The prize, as I said before, means the * 
treasury, which he makes his prayer sooa to ob- 
tain, and long to possess. 

The pow'rs gave ear, and granted half bis pray'r. 
The reit, the winds dupers'd in empty air. 

In the first of these lines he gives him the trea- 
sury, and iu the last suggests, that he should not 
long possess that honour. 

Tliat Thalestris is the duchess of Marlborough, 
appears both by her nearness to Belinda, and by 
this author's malevolent suggestion that she is a 
lover of war. 

To arms, to araiB, the bold TbelettrM cries : 

but more particularly by several passages in her 
speech to Belinda upon the cutting oft' the lock 
or treaty. Among other things she says, " Was 
it for this you bound your locks in paper du- 

* The duchess of Mnrlborough had been lady of the bcd- 
tbaniber, but ber imperlncK manner toon alienated the ro- 
mtliiiii^ ainrcltop of ihe queenj thuugh they had corresponded 
for «>me lime, under ibe- assunwd nBm*» of Mra. Morlcy, 
- and Mn. Frecraau.-*- Mn. Mashani> a diaiam relation, vas 
' ititn>44lc<-d by the dbcbess, whom ihe afterwards entirely ti^- 
pkutcd in tiie (]iiecn'i confidence. Bowles. 

ranee r" 
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ranee ?" Was it for this so muCh paper has been 
spent to secure the barrier treaty r 

Methinfcj, a1read}r I your tean nirvej j 
Already hear the horrid ihingi xhey say. 
Already see you a degraded tcHUt. 

This describes the aspersions under which that 
good princess buffered, and the repentance which 
must have followed the dissolution of that treaty ; 
and particularly levels at the refusal some people 
made to drink h^r majesty's health. 

Sir Plume (a proper name for a soldier) has all 
the circumstances that agree with prince Eugene: 

Sir nutne, of amber snofT bos juatly rain. 
And tbe nice conduct of a clouded caiie> 
Willi earnest eyct . - — 

Tis remarkable, this general is a great taker 
of snuff, as well as towns ; his conduct of the 
clouded cane gives hira the honour whicli is so. 
justly his due, of an exact conduct iu batti^ 
which is figured by his cane or truncheon, the 
ensign of a general. His *' earnest eye," or the 
vivacity of his look, is W particularly remarkable 
ifi him, that' this character could be mistaken for 
no other, bad not the author purposely obscured 
it by the fictitious circumstances of a " round 
unthinking face." 

Having now explained the chief characters of 
his huttidn persons (for there are some others 
that will hereafter fall in by the by, in' tbe sequel 
of this discourse) 1 shall next take in pieces bis 
ma^ehiiieryj wherein the satire is wholly confined 
to ministers of state. 

Tlie 
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- The sylphs and gnomes at first sight appeared 
to me to signify the two contending parties of this 
nation ; for, these being placed in the air, and 
those on the earth, I thought agreed very well 
with the common denomination, high and low. 
But as they are made to be the first movers and 
infiuencers of all that happens, it is plain they 
represent promiscuously the heads of parties ; 
whom he makes to be* the authors of all those 
changes in the state, which are generally ini- 
puted to the levity and instability of the British 
nation. 

This erring mortals levity may call : 

Ob blind to trutb ! tbe sylpbs contrire it all. 

But of this he has given us a plain demonstration ; 
for, speaking of these spirits, he says in express 
terms, 

— — — The chief the care of nattoDS own. 
And gnard, with ami divine, the BritiBb ibnne. 

And here let it not seem odd, if in this myste- 
rious way of writing, we find the same person, 
who has before been represented by the baron, 
again described in the character of Ariel; it 
being a common way with authors, in this fabu- 
lous manner, to take such a liberty. As for in- 
stance, I have read in St Evremond, that all the 
different .characters in Petronius, are but Nero 
in so Diaiiy diflferent appearances. And in the 
key to the curious romance of Barclay's Argenis, 
both Poliarchus and Arcbombrotus mean only 
the king of Navarre. 

We 
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tP6 observe, in the very beginning of the p6tm, 
that Ariel is possessed of the ear of Belinda; 
tiierefore it is absolutely neeessary, that this 
person must be 'the minister who was nearest the 
queen. But whoever would be further convinced 
, that he meant the treasurer, may know him by 
his ensigns in the following line : 

He laited his azoie wand. 

tits sitting on the mast of a vessel shows ht» 
fresiding over the South-Sed trade. When Ariel 
assigns to his sylphs all the posts about Belinda, 
what is more clearly described than the trea- 
lurer's disposing of all the places in the kingdom, 
and particularly about her majesty P But let uf 
hear the lin,cs: 

• — '■ Yc tpirita, to your ctiai^ rtpair. 

The fluttering fen bd Zcphyretta's care; 
Tlle'dro'ps to tbec, BriUante, wc coosigro, 
;^,.MDiiunliUa, let the watsli be thine i 
pQ tfaoa, Criapiua, tesd her &v'rite lock. 

Me has here particularised the ladies and womea 
of the bedchamber, (he keeper of the cabtnet» 
and her majesty's dresser, and impudently givea 
nicknames to each. To put this matter beyond 
all dispute, the sylphs are said to be wondrous 
fond of place, in the canto following, where 
Ariel is perched uppermost, and all the rest take 
their places subordinately under him. 

Here again I cannot but observe the excessive 
malignity of this author, who could not leave the 
character of Ariel withont the same invidious 

stroke 
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Stroke which he gave hiip ia the charaoterof the 
baron before. 

Amaz'd, confui'd, he saw hi* pow'r expir'd. 
Resign'^ lo fate, and with a sigh lelir'd : 

bentg another prophecy that he should resign bis 
place, which it rs probable all ministers do, with 
a sigh. 

At the head of the gnomes he sits Umbriel, a 
dusky melancholy spirit, who makes it his busi- 
ness to give Belinda the spleen; a vile and ma- 
licious suggestion against some grave and worthy 
miiiistcr. The vapours,* phantoms visions, and 
the like, are tlie jealousies, fears, and cries of 
danger, that have so often affrighted ^nd alarqied 
the nation. Those who are described, in thfi 
house of spleen, under those several fantastical 
forms, are the same whom their iUwillers have so 
often called the whimsical. . 

The two foregoing spijrits being th&;Qoly con- 
siderable characters of the macfahiery, I shall but 
just mention the sylph, that is wounded with the 
sctssars at the loss of the lock ; by whom is un; 

* The Ytrj alamn and " criei of danger," wUdi Acf, vriiff 
WCK plaiting agaiitsl the gwenmml, affected to tidicale, were 
among tbe cauees that their phis did not succeed. In our i»j, 
we have had tbe utne crj against '* alanniitt ;" whereai> H it 
bad not been for tbe alarm, to jliEtljr excited, all siiisfpcnt at- 
tempts lo queH the storm after it had once bum on \u, votli 
bare betQ in raio. When tbe evil baa once takro pUce^ it ia 
too late to say, " Wbo cmdd base CKpectcd it i This vbi vrittco 
in the year 1714> it ia said; tbe rebellion broke out tbe next year, 
ID which some of the author's Iriends were concerned ; at leul« 
Mr. Blount, a rigid' Catholic, soon after the overt acH at fratOB. 
(faouglit It Bcouai^ to absent bimtclf itaat Scgtaod. SoTi.K- 

doubtedly 
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Joabtedly understood my Iwd Townsend, who at 
that time received a wotind in his character foe 
making the barrier-treaty, and was cut out of 
his employment upon the dissolution of it ; but 
that spirit reunites, and receives no harm ; to 
signify that it came to nothiog, and his lordship 
had no real hurt hy it. 

But I must not conclude this head of the cha- 
racters without ohserving, that our author has 
run through every stage of beings in search of 
topics for detraction. As he has characterised 
some persQua under %Dgel» and men, so he has 
others under animals and things iBanimaCe: he 
has even represented an emiQent clergyman £|s » 
dog, and a noted frriter as a tooL Let us exaipine 
the former j 



■ ' ipt Shotk, wbo thoagbt A« slept too kng, 

L^pt up, tnd wak'd hii miitresa with hli tongoe. 
Twat tben,*B«liii(la, if r^nit say tiue, 
Tiijr eye* first epan'd on • billet-doiuc. 



By this Shock, it is manifest he has most auda- 
ciously and profanely reflected on Dr. Sacheve- 
rell, who leapt up, that is, into the pulpit, and 
awakened Great Britain with his tongue, that is, 
with his sermon, which made so much noise,. and 
for which he has been frequently termed by 
others of his enemies, as well as by this author, 
a dog. Or perhaps, by his tongue may be more 
literally meant his speech at his trial, sinve im- 
mediately thereupon, our author says, her eyes 
opened on a billet-doux. Billet-doux being ad- 
dresses to ladies from lover^ may be aptly inter- 
preted 
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preted those addresses df loving subjects to her 
majesty, which ensued that trial. 

The other instance is at the end of the third 
canto : 

Sleel did the labours of the gods destro)*. 
And strike to dust tb' imperial tow'rs of Troy, 
Steel could the works of mortal piide confound, 
y^ad heW triumphal drches to tbe ground. 

Here hetnost impudently attributes the demo- 
lition of Dunkirk, not to the pleasure of her 
majesty, or of her ministry, but to the frequent 
instigations of his friend Mr. Steele. A very 
artful pun, to conceal his wicked lampoonry ! 

Having now considered the general intent and 
scope of the poem, and opened the characters,- 1 
shall next discover the malice which is covered 
under the episodes, and particular passages of 
it. 

The game at ombre is a mystical representation 
of the late war, which is hinted by his making 
spades the trump; spade in Spanish signifying a 
sword, and being yet so painted in the cards of 
that nation, to which it is well known we owe 
tbe original of our cards. In this one place 
indeed he has unawares paid a compliment to 
the queen and her success in the war; for Be- 
linda gets the better of the two that plays against 
her, viz. the kings of France and Spain. 

I do not question but every particular card 
has its person and character assigned, which, no 
doubt, the author has told his friends in private ; 
but I shall only instance in the description of the 
disgrace under which the duke of Marlborough 

then 
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then suffered, which is so apparent in these verses: 

Ev'n mighty Pam, tbat kingi and queens o'crthievj . 
And mow'd down aVmick ia the figbti of loo, 
£bd chance of wa^ I nov destitute of aid,' 
FsU> undininguish-'d ■ ' < • '' • ' 

And that the auth'crf here had an eye to our . 
ihodern transactions, is very plain, from an un- 
guarded stroke toward the end of this game ; 

And now, as ofl in Bonw dtsteiopei'd state/ 
Ob one nice trick depends the gcn'ral fate. 

After the conclusion of the war, the public re- 
joicing and thanksgivings srt ridiculed in the 
two following lines : 

"tiMuyiaptt, exulting, fills with shouts the. skj/ 
The walls, the woods, and long canals reply. 

Immediately upon which there follows a mali- 
cioua insitiuation, in the" manner' of a prophecy 
(which we have formerly observed this seditious 
writer delights in) that the peace, should con- 
tinue but a short time, and that the day should 
afterward be cursed, which was then celebrated 
with so much joy : 

Sudden these bonoars shall be snatch'd away, 
And caril'd for c?cr thfs victorious day. 

As the game at ombre is a Satirical represen- 
tatioB of the late war,* so is the tea-table that 

* The war of the allies, which, after the splendid achievementa 
ofthe duke ofMarlborougb.waa concluded bytbc treaty of Utrecht, 
under the administration of lord Oxford. — ^Thera is certainly great 
humonr in tbos following up the burlesque idea, that 

" More i«as meant than met the ear." Bovlbi. 

roL. XVIII. u ensues> 
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ensuei, of the council table, and its consultaticm* 
after the peace. By this he would hint, that all 
the advantages we have gained bjr our late ex- 
tended commerce, are only coffee and tea, or 
things of no greater value. . That he thought of 
the trade in this place, appears by the passage 
which represents the sylpha particularly careful 
of the rich brocade ; it having been a frequent 
complaint of our mercers, that French brocades 
were imported in great quantities. I will not say 
he means those presents of rich gold staff suits, 
which were said to be made her majetty by the 
king of France* though I cannot but suspect 
that he glances at it. 

Here this author (as well as the scandalous 
John Dunton) represents the ministry, in plain 
termSf taking freqnent cups, 

And fecquent cupf prolong the lich r^Mst } 

for it is manif^t he meant something more than 
common coflfee, by his calling it, 

Coffoe ibA makes the poGdciBn vim; 

and by telling us, it was this coffee, that 

Sent Dp in n^ours to the buon'i brua 
New itntageou.^-^ 

I shall only further observe, that it was at this 
table -the lock was cut off; for where but at 
the council-board should ithe barrier treaty be 
dissolved ? 

The ensuing contentions of the parties upon 

the loss of that treaty, are described in the 

squabbles 
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«quabbl<8 fo|lo>riflg the rape of the loik; and 
this h$ rashly expresses without any disguise. 

All side in partiet— — 

and here you have 8 gentleman who sinks beside 
the chair : a plain allusion to a noble lord, who 
lost his chair of president of the council. 

I come next to the bodkin, so dreadful in the 
hand of Belinda; by which he intimates the 
British sceptre, so revered in the hand of our 
late august princess. His own note upon this 
place tells us, he alludes to a sceptre; and the 
verses are so plain, they need no remark : 

The same (bis aodeDt personage to deck) 
Her great ^rcat gnmdure wtm about his neck 
Id tfaiee seal rings, which, after melted down, 
Fortn'd a vatt buckle for his widow's {owd} 
Her infant grandame's whistle next it grew. 
The bells she giDgled, and the whistle blew; 
Then in a bodkin grac'd her mother's bain. 
Which long she wore, and now Belinda wears. 

An open satice upon hereditary right t The three 
seal rings plainly allude to the three kingdoms. 

These Are the chief passages in the battle, by 
which, as hath 'before been said, he means the 
squabble of parties. Upon this occasion he could 
not end the description without..testifying his 
malignant joy at those dissensions, from which 
he forms the prospect that both should be disap- 
pointed, and cries out with triumph, as if it were 
already accomplished, 

Behold how oft ambitious alms are crqst, 
And chiefs cootend till all the prii* is lost. 

kS The 
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The lock at length is turned into a st4r, or fttf 
old barrier treaty into a ne* and glorious peace. 
This, no doubt, is what the author, at the time 
he printed this poem, would have been thought 
to mean; in. hopes by that complin^nt to escape 
the punishment for the rest of this piece. It ■puts 
me in mind of a fellow, who concluded a bittet 
lampoon upon the prince and court of his daiys, 
with these lines: 

God save the king, the commons, aod the peersj 
' , Aod grant the author long may weir hii can> > 

Whatever this author may think of that peace, 
I imagine it the most extraordinary star, that 
ever appeared in our hemisphere. A star that is 
to bring us all the wealth and gold of the Indies;- 
and from whose influence, not Mr. John Par- 
tridge alone (whose worthy labours this writer 
so ungenerously ridicules), but all true Britons- 
may, with no less authority than he, prognosti- 
cate the fall of Lewis in the restraint of the exor- 
bitant power of France, and the fate of Rome in 
the triumphant condition of the church of Eng'- 
land. 

We have now considered this" poem rn its poli- 
tical view, wherein wC have shown, that it has 
two different walks of satire ; the one in the story 
itself, which is a ridicule on the late tramactions 
in general ; the other in the machinery, which is 
a satire on the min-isters of state in particular. 
I shall_now show that the same poem, taken ilk, 
another light, has a tendency to popery, which k 
secr'etly insinuated through the whole.. 

In the first place, he has conveyed to us the 
dpctrine 
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doctfln%' of guardian angels and patron saints in 
the niachioery of Ins sylphs, which being a piece 
of popish superstition that has been exploded 
ever &ince the reforoiatioD^ be would revive un- 
der this disguise. Here are all the particulars 
- which they believe of those beings, which'l shall 
sum up in a few heads. 

]st. The spirits are made to concern them- 
selves with all human actions in general. 

^dly. A distinct guardian spirit or patron is 
assigned to each person in particular: 

Of these am I, who th}> protection claim, 
A watchful sprite— 

3dly. They are made directly to inspire dreams? 
visio^,. sqd reKct^tiiops, 

Her guardian sylph prolong'*) her balmj' rest, 
Twai he bad sunamou'd-to har lilent bed 
The morning dream 

4thly. They are made to be subordinate to difr 
fer^nt degrees, some presiding over others. So 
Ariel has his several under oiBcers at command: 
Superior by the head was Arid plac'd. 

5thly. They are employed in various p^ces. 
and each has hi^ olHce assigned him : 

Some iq the fields of purest ether ptay. 
And bask and whiten in the bl^ze of dajj . 
Some guide the course, i^e. 

6th!y. He hath given his spirits the charge of 

the several parts of dress ; intimating thereby 

that the saints preside pver the several parts of 

human bodies. They have one saint to cure the 

HJ5 tooth- 
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toothach, another the gripes, another the gout, 

and so of the rest. 

Th* flult'ring fan be ZephTWtU'i care, 
Tba drops to ihee, BriUanta, we contign, E^«. 

7thly. They are represented to know the 
thoughts of ^len ; 

As (m the tuMe^f in her brwu reclln'dt 
He watch'd tb' ideas nsioj in bar mind. 

8thly. They are made protectors even to am- . 
mal and trratioaal beings : 

Ariel hima^ ibRll be tbe guard of Shock^ 

So St, Anthony presides over hqgs, &c. 

9th1y. They are mad^ patrons of whole king^ 
doms and provinces : 

Of tbeas the chief tbe care of nations own. 

So St George is imagined by the papists to 
defend England; St, Patrick, Ireland; St. James, 
Spain ; &c. Now what is the consequence of all 
this ? By granting that they have tbjs pewer, we 
must be brought back again to pray to them. 

The tpiletjte is an artf^l recommpndation of the 
jnass, apd pompoua ceretnonief of (he phurch of 
Rome. The unveiling pf the altar, tfce silver 
vases uppn it; being robed in white, as, the 
priests are upo;i the chief festivals ; and the hpad 
UQCovered, are manifest marks of tt^Is: 

A htavenlj image in [he glau appe>n. 
To thatsbebend»-' — 

plainly denote* image worship. 

The 
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The goddess, who is decked with treuures, 
jewels, and the Taiious offeriogs of the world, 
manifestly alludes to the lady of I^rettow You 
hive perfumes breathiog from the iocense pot in 

the following line : 

Aad all Anbia breathe* from yonder boK> 

The character of Belinda, as we take it in this 
thiid view, represents the Popish religion, or the 
whore of Babylon; who is described in the state 
this malevolent author wishes for, coming forth 
in all her glory upon the Thames, and over- 
spreading the whole nation with ceremonies ; 

Not with more glories in th' ethereal plain 
The Son firet risei o'«r the pnrple main. 
Than iuning forth, the rival of hii beami 
Launch'd on the boMxn of the aim Thamet, 

She is dressed with a cross on her breast, the 
ensign of popery, the adoration of which is plainly 
recommended in the following lines : 

On her white breast a sparkling crou the \ran. 
Which Jews might Uu^ and infidels adore. 

Next he represents her as the universal church, 
according to the boasts of the Papists : 

And like the San she sbines on all alike. 
After which he tells us. 

If to her share some fonulewran 611, 
Look on ber &ce, and jvaTi fergfii them all. 

Though it should be granted some errors fail to 

her share, look on the pompous figure she makes 

throughout the world, and they arc not worth 

Ji 4 regard* 
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regarding. Id the sacrifice followipg you b^VG 
these two lines : 

For this, ere Phosbus rose, he had implor'd 
Propitious Heav'o, and ev'ry pow'r ■dor'd. 

Id the first of them he plainly hints at their rising 
to matins; inthesecond, by adoring every power, 
the invocation of saints. 

£el;nda's visits are d,escrihed with numerous 
vaX' lights, which are always used in the cer$- 
mpnial part of tl^e Komish worship : 

1 1 1 Visitg shdl be paid on tokma dayi, 
When nam'rbiu wai-lighu in brigbt older blaie. 

The lunar sphere he mentions opens to jus their 
Purgatory, which is seen in the following line : 
Since all tbingi lost on caith are treauut'd t^cfe. 

It is a Popish doctrine, that scarce any person 
quits this world, but he must touch at Purgatory 
in his way to Heaven ; and it is here also repre- 
sented as the treasury of the Romish church. 
Nor is it much to be wondered at, that the moon 
should be Purgatory, when alparned divine hath 
in a Jate treatise proved the sun to be Hell.* 

I shall now, before I 'conclude, desire the 
reader to compare this key with those upon any 
other pieces, which are supposed to have been 
secret satires upon the state, either ancient or 
modern : in particBlar with tlie keys to Petro- 
nius Arbiter, Lucian^s True History, Barclay's 
Argenis, and Rabelais 's Garagantua ; and I doubt 

* The tcftmad Dr. Swinden. WARTO||r. 

not 
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.not he will do me the justice to acknowledge, 
that the explanations here laid down, are deduced 
as naturally, and with as little violence, both 
from the general scope and bent of the work, and 
from the several particulars ; furthermore, that 
they are evtry way as consistent and undeniable, 
every way as candid, as any modern interpreta- 
tions of either party on the conduct and writings 
of the other. And I appeal to the most eminent 
and able state decipherers themselves, if, accord- 
ing to their art, any thing can be more fully 
proved, or more safely sworn to ? 

To sum up my whole charge against this au- 
thor in a few words : he has ridiculed both the 
present ministry and the last ; abused great states- 
men and great generals ; nay, the treaties of whole 
nations have not escaped him, nor has the royal 
dignity itself been omitted in the progress of his 
satire ; and all this he has done just at the meet- 
ing of a new parliament. I hope a proper autho- 
rity may be made use of to bring him to condign 
punishment. In the mean while I doubt not, if 
the pe'rsons most concerned would but order Mr. 
Bernard Lintott, the printer and publisher of this 
dangerous piece, to be taken into custody. and 
examined, many further discoveries might be 
made both of this poet's and abettor's secret de- 
signs, which are doubtless of the utmost import- 
ance to the government. 
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MEMOIRS OF P. P, 

CLERK OF THIS PAlH8H.« 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The original of the following extraordinary trea- 
tise consisted of two large volumes in folio; 
■which might justly be entitled, " The import- 
ance of a Man to himself :" but, as it can be 
of very little use to any body besides, I have 
contented myself to give only this short ab- 
stract of it, as a taste of the true spirit of me- 
moir-writers. 

IN the name of the Lord. Amen. I P. P., 
by the grace of God, clerk of this parish, writeth 
this history. 

Ever. 

* It «as impoHible but that such a historyai Burnet'*, wbkh 
tbeie Mcnwin air. intended to ridicule, relating recent events, ■■> 
near Ibe time of tlidr transnction, ihould be variouity represented 
hf the violent paniei lliat have agitated and diigraced tbis ooun- 
tif ; tbougb theie puties arise from the very nature of oar tree 
goverBmeqt. Accordingly ibii Prelate's HistMy of hi* own Hmc 
was as much vilified and depreciated by the Tories bi praised and 
niagnifiedby the Wbiga. As he related thcactionsof a Persecutor 
and a Benefactor, be was acciued of partiality, iojostice, malig- 
nity, flattery, and falsehood. Bevil Higglns, and Lord Lans- 
^wn, and others, wrote remarks on bim; as did tbe great Lord 
Peterborough, whose BiiimadTersions, as his amanuensis, a Mr. 
Kollovray, assured ax, «ers vcjy feverc^ tbcjr were OQver pub. 

lifted. 
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Ever since I arrived at the age of discretion, I 
had a call to take upon me the function of a pa- 
rish-clerk : and to that end, it ceeoied unto me 
meet and profitable to associate myself with tho 
parish-clerKs of this land; such I mean as were 
right worthy in their calling, men of a clear and 
iweet voice, and of becoming gravity. 

Now it came to pass, that I was born in th» 
year of our Lord Anno Domini 16S5, the year 
wherein our worthy benefactor esquire Bret did 
add one bell to the ring of this parish. So that 
it hath been wittily said, " that one and the samfr 
day did give to this our church two rare gifts, iti 
great bell and its clerk."* 

Even 

liibed. As Burnet was mcch trusted and eonaalted by King 
WilKom. and bad a great ghare in bringing aboat the Bevolulion, 
Us Namlioni, it mast be owoed, tiare a strong tincture of aelf- 
importance and egotism. These two qnalitiec are chiefly exposed 
in these Memoirs. Hume and Dalrympie have taken occasion t» 
censure him. Afler all, he was a man of great abilities, of mnch 
apeDnets and franknesS'Of nature, of mach courtesjr and bcnero* 
lenoe, inde&tigable in bis studies, and in performbg coastantljr 
the datiet of fail itatioD. Hii character is finely drawn iif th« 
Marqaia of Halifax i one paragraph of which is too remarkable 
to be omitted c " His Indififrcnce for preferment, his contempt 
not only of splendour, but of all unnecessary plenty; hU degrad. 
ing himself to tke loweat, and most painful duties of hi* calling; 
an iDch unprelatical qnali lies, that let bim be nerer so orthodox 
In other things, iu these be most be a Dissenter." Few persons 
or prelates would hare bad the boldness and honesty to write such 
a remonstrance to Charles II. on his dissolute life and manners, as 
AdBornet tntheyeac 1680. We may easily guets what the syco- 
phants of that profligate court, and their profligate master, said 
and thought of the piety and frcedtMO of this letter. 

Dr. Wartoit. 
* llinre i^ cortualy great Iramour in this narrative, fiomet'a 
Btditical pii^cipl^ were indirect opposition tttlb^ce of Pope; >i>d 

his 
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Even when I was at school, my mistress did 
even extol me above the rest of the youth, in 
that I had a laudable voice. And it was further- 
more observed, that I took a kindly affection 
tmto that black letter, io which our bibles arc 
printed. Yea, often did I exercise myself in sing- 
ing godly ballads, such as, "The Lady and Death," 
" The Children in the Wood," and " Chevy- 
cbace;" and not like other children, in lewd and 
trivial ditties. Moreover, while I was a boy, I 
always adventured to lead the psalm next after 
master William Harris, my predecessor, who (it 
must be confessed to theglory of God) was a 
most excellent parish-clerk in that his day. 

Yet be it acknowledged, that at the age of six- 
teen I became a. company keeper, being led into 
idle conversation by my extraordinary love to 
ringing; insomuch that in a short time I was ac-" 
quainted with every set of bells in the whole 
country : neither could I be prevailed upon to 
absent myself from wakes, being called thcre- 
tinto by the harmony of the steeple. While I 
was in these societies, I gave myself up to un- 
spiritual pastimes, such as wrestling, dancing^ 
and cudgel-playing; so that I often returned to 
niy father's house with a broken pate. I had my 
head broken at Milton by Thomas Wyat, as we 
played a bout or two for a hat, that was edged 
with silver galloon ; but in the year following I 
broke the head of Henry Slubbs, and obtained ^ 

his teaming and eloquence were snch, that we may say, pointed as 
Pope's weapon is, in the energetic language of Johnson, " The 
shaft fell harmless, as the dart of Priam from the shield of 
Achilles." Buwlbs. 

■ hat 
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hat tot inferior to the former; At Yelrcrtoti I 
encountered George Cummins, weaver, and be- 
hold my head was broken a second time ! 'At tbs 
tpake of Waybrook I engaged William Simkins, 
tanner, when lo, thus was my head broken a third 
tibie, and much Wdod, trickled therefrom. ■ But I 
administered to my comfort, saying within my- 
self, "Whatman is there, howsoever dexterous 
in any craft, who is for aye on his guard?" A 
weck.after I hid s base-born child laid unto me; 
for in the days of my youth I was looked upon as 
i, follower of venereal fantasies ; thns was I led 
into sin by the comeliness of Susanna Smith, who 
first tempted me and then put me to shame; for 
indeed she was a maiden of a seducing eye, and 
pleasant feature. I humbled myself before, the 
justice, I acknowledged my crime to our curate, 
wd to do away mine offences and make her some 
atonement, was joined to her in holy wedlock on 
the sabbath day following. 

How often dotbose things which seem unto- us 
misfortunes, redound to our advantage ! for the 
miniver (who had long looked on Susanna as the 
niost lovely of his parishioners) liked so well of 
my 'demeanour, that he recommended me to the 
honour of being hi& clerk, which was then be- 
come vacant by the decease of good master Wil- 
liam Harris. 

[Here ends the first chapter ; after which fol- 
low fifty or sixty pages of his amours in general, ■ 
and that particular one with Susanna his present 
wife J but I proceed to chapter the aiinth.] 

■ No 
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No sooner was I elected into miae Office, but I 
laid aside the powdered gallantries of my youth, 
and became a new man. I considered myself ai 
in some wise of ecclesiastical dignity, since by 
wearing a. band, which is no small part of the or* 
nameot of our clergy, I might not unworthily be 
deemed, as it were, a slired of the linen vestmeot 
of Aaron. 

Thou mayest conceive, O reader, with what 
concern I perceived the eyet of the congrega- 
tion fixed upon me, when I first took my place 
at the feet of the priest. When I raised the 
psalm, how did my voice quaver for fear; and 
when I arrayed the shoulders of the minister with 
the surplice, how did my joints tremble under 
nel I said within myself, " Remember, Paul, 
thou standest before men of high worship, the 
wise Mr. justice Freeman, the grave Mr. justice 
Thomson, the good lady Jones, and the. two vir- 
tuous gentlewomen her daughters; nay the great 
sir Thomas Truby, knight and baronet, and tny 
young master the esquire, who shall one day be 
lord of this manor." Notwithstanding wbii^, it 
was my good hap to acquit myself to the good 
liking of the whole congregation ; but the Lord 
forbid I should glory therein. 

[The next chapter contains an account how he 
discharged the several duties of his office; in 
particular he insists on the following :] 

I was determined to reform the manifold coi> 
ruptions and abuses, which had crept into the 
church. 

First, 

D,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 



ClJRK or THIS PARISH. 175 

First, I was especially severe in whipping forth 
dogs from the temple, excepting the lapdog of 
the good widow Howard, a sober dog which 
yelped not, nor was there offence in his mouth. 

Secondly, I did even proceed to nioroseness, 
though sore against my heart, unto poor babcf^ 
in tearing from them the half eaten apples, which 
they privily munched at church. But verily it 
pitied me, for I remembered the days of my 
youth. 

Thirdly, With the sweat of my own hands, I 
did make plain and smooth the dogs ears through- 
out our great Bible. 

Fourthly, The pews and benches, whrch were 
formerly swept but once in three years, I caused 
every Saturday to be swept with a besom and 
trimmed. 

Fifthly and lastly, I caused the surplice to be 
neatly darned, washed, and laid in fresh lavender * 
(yea, and sometimes to be sprinkled with rose- 
water), and I had great laud and praise from all 
the neighbouring clergy, forasmuch as no parish 
kept the minister in cleaner linen. 

{Notwithstanding these his public cares, in the 
eleventh chapter he informs us, he did not neg- 
lect his usual occupations as a handicraftsman.] 

Shoes, saith he, did I make (and if entreated, 
mend) with good approbation; faces also did I 
jhave, and I clipped the hair. ' Chirurgery I also 
practised in the worming of dogs; hut to bleed 
adventured I not, except the poor. Upon this 
my twofold profession there passed among men 
a merry 
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■t merry tale, delectable enough to be rehearsed ; 
how that beiog overtaken in liquor one Saturday 
evening, I shaved the priest with Spanish blacking 
for shoes instead of a washball, and with (amp- 
black powdered, his peruke.- But these were say- 
ings of men, delighting in their own conceits 
' inore than in the truth. For it is well known, 
that great was my skill in these my crafts; yea, 
I once had the honour of trimming sir Thomas 
himself without fetching blood. Furthermore, I 
was sought unto to geld the l^dy Frances her 
spaniel, which was wont to go astray ; he was 
called Toby, that is to say Tobias. And thirdly, 
I was intrusted with a: gorgeous pair of shoes of 
the said lady to set a heelpiece thereon ; and I 
received such praise therefore, that it was said 
all over the parish, I should be recommended 
unto the king to mend Shoes for bis majesty : 
whom God preserve ! Amen. 

[Tlie rest of this chapter I purposely omit, for 
it most be owned, that when he speaks as a shoe- 
maker he is very absurd. He talks of Moses 
pulling off his shoes, of tanning the hides of the 
bulls of Basan, of Simon the tanner, &c. and 
takes up four or five pages tp prove, that when 
the apostles were instructed ' to travel without 
shoes, the precept did not extend to their suc- 
xessors.] 

[The next relates how he discovered a thief 
with a Bible and key, and experimented verses 
•of the psalms, that had cured agues.] 

[I pass 
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[I pass over many others, which inform us of 
parish affairs only, such as of the succession of 
curates ; a list of the weekly texts ; what psalms 
he chose on proper occasions ; and what children 
were bom and buried ; the last of which articles 
he concludes thus :] 

That the shame of women may not endure, I 
speak not of bastards ; neither will I name the 
mothers, although thereby I might delight many 
grave women of the parish : even her who hatli 
done penance in the sheet wilt I not mention, 
forasmuch as the church hath been witness of her 
disgrace : let the father, who hath made due 
composition with the churchwardens to conceal 
his infirmity, rest in peace ; my pen shall not be- 
wray him, for I also have sinned. 

[The' next chapter contains what he calls a 
great revolution in the church, part of which I 
transcribe.] 

Now was the long expected time arrived, when 
the psalms of king David should be hymned unto 
the same tunes, to which he played them upon 
his harp; so was I informed by my singing-mas- 
ter, a man right cunning in psalmody. Now was 
our overabundant quaver and trilling done away, 
and in lieu thereof was instituted the sol-fa, in 
such guise as is sung in his majesty's chapel. V/e 
had London singing-masters sent into every pa- . 
rish, like unto excisemen; and I also was ordain- 
ed to adjoin myself unto them, though an un- 
worthy disciple, in order to instruct my fellow 

VOL. xvui. N parishioners 
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parisfaianen in this new manner of 'worship. — 
iWbaC though they accused me of humming 
jthrough the noatril as a sackbut; yet would I 
not forego thid; harmony, it having been agreed 
hy the worthy parish-clerks of London sttU to 
preserve the same. I tutored the young men 
and maidens to tune their voices as it were a 
psaltery, and the church on the Sunday were 
'filled with these new hallelujahs. 

[Then follow full seventy chapters, containing 
an exact detail of the lawsuits of the parson and 
his parishioners concerning tithes, and near a 
hupdred pages left blank with- an earnest desire 
that the history might be completed by any of 
his successors, in whose time these suits should 
he ended.] 

[The next contains an account of the brieft 
read in the church, and the sums collected upon 
each. For the reparation of nine churches, col- 
lected at nine several times, Ss. and 7d. -f. For 
fifty families ruined by fire, Is. -J-. For an inun- 
dation, a king Charles's groat, giveai by lady 
Frances, &c.] 

^n the next he laments the disuse of wedding- 
sermons, and celebrates the benefits arising from 
those at funerals, concluding with these words; 
•' Ah ! let not the relations of the deceased 
grudge the small expense of a hatband, a pair of 
gloves, and ten shillings, from the satisfaction 
they are sure to receive from a pious divine, 
that their father, brother, or bosom wife, are 
certainly in Heaven."! 

[In 



C,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 



J 



CUBIC Of THIS FAKrsH. 179 

' [In aoDther he draws a panegyric on-one Mrs. 
Mai^aret Wilkins; but, afler great encomiums, 
concludes, . " that notwithstanding all, ahe was 
an unproiitable vessel, being a barren woman, 
and never once haviDig furnished God's church 
with a christening."] 

[We find in another chapter how he was much 
staggered in his belief, and disturbed in his con- 
science'by an Oxford scholar, who had proved 
to him by logic, that animals might have ra- 
tional, nay, immortal souls ; but how he was again 
comforted with the reflection, that if so, they 
might be allowed christian burial, and greatly 
augment the fees of the parish.] 

[In the two following chapters he is over- 
powered with vanity. We are told, how he was 
constantly admitted to all the feasts and banquet^ 
of the church officers, and th6 speeches he there 
made for the good of the parish. How he gave 
hints to young clergymen to preach; but above 
all, how he gave a text for the 30th of January, 
which occasioned a most excellent sermon, the 
merits of which he takes entirely to himself. 
He gives an account of a conference he had with 
the vicar concerning the use of texts. Let a 
preacher (says he) consider the assembly before 
whom he preacheth, and unto them adapt his 
text, Micah the 3d and llth affordeth good 
matter for courtiers and court-serving men. 
** The heads of the land judge for reward, and ■ 
the people thereof judge for hire, and the pro- 
phets thereof divine for money ; yet will they 
V 2 lean 
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lean upon the Lord, and say, Is not the Lbrd 
among us ?" Were the first minister to point out 
a preacher before the house of commons,* would 
not he be vise to make choice of these words? 
" Give, and it shall be given unto ye." Or be- 
fore the lords, " Giving no offence, that the 
Ministry be not blamed," J Cor. vi. 3. Or 
praising the warm zeal of an administration, 
'' Who maketh his Ministers a flaming fire,'* 
Psal. civ. 4. We omit many other of his texts 
as too tedious.] 

[From this period the style of the book rises 
extremely. Before the next chapter was pasted 
the effigies of Dr. Sacheverell, and I found the 
opposite page all on a foam with politics.] 

We are now (says he) arrived at that celebrated 
year, in'which the church of England was tried 
in the person of Dr. Sacheverell. -f I had ever 

* This appIkatioQ of texts is equal in bumoar to what is said 
on the same subject in Eachard's Contempt of the Clergy; a vroric 
that abonnds in witj and was evidently mucb read by Swift. It 
was nnfortnnate for Dr. Sheridan that, with his usual absence of 
mind, he chose for his textj to a sermon on the acceaiiou of George I. 
" Sufficient auto the day is the evil thereof;" little imagining any 
offence could be t^ken. Dr. Wabtoh. 

■f Bolingbroke, speaking of Sacheverell, in his Dedication to 
Sir Robert Walpole, says, " Tou bad a Sermon to condemn, and 
a Parson to roast] for that, I think, was the decent language of 
the rime ; and, to carry op the allegory, yon roasted him at so 
fierce a fire, that you burnt yourselves; your arguments being cou- 
fined to the propositions this Preacher had advanced, you may 
seem rather to have justified resistsnce, or the means employed to 
bring qhouc the Revolution, than the Revolution itself." 

Dr. Wastoh. 
the 
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the interf^t of our high*church at hearty neither 
would Z at any season mingle myself in the socie- 
ties of fanatics, whom I from my infancy abhor- 
red more than the heathen or Gentile. It was 
ia these days I bethought myself, that much pro- 
fit might accrue unto our parish, and even unto 
the nation, could there be assembled together a 
number of chosen men of the light spirit, who 
might argue, refine, and define, upon high and 
great matters. Unto this purpose did I institute 
a weekly assembly of divers worthy men, at the 
Rose and Crown alehouse, over whom myself 
(though unworthy) did preside. Yea, I did read 
to them the Post-boy of Mr. Roper, and the writ- 
ten letter of Mr. Dyer, upon which we communed 
afterward among ourselves. 

Our society was composed of the following per- 
sons: Robert Jenkins, farrier; Amos Turner, 
collar-maker; George Pilcocks, late exciseman ; 
Thomas White, wheelwright; and myself. 

First, of the first, Robert Jenkins. He was a 
man of bright parts and shrewd conceit, for he 
never shoed a horse of a whig or a fanatic, but he 
lamed him sorely. 

Amos Turner, a worthy person, rightly esteem- 
ed among us for his sufferings, in that he had 
been honoured in the stocks for wearing an oaken 
bough. 

George Pilcocks, a sufferer also; of zealous 
and laudable freedom of speech, insomuch that 
his occupation had been taken from him. 

Thomas White, of good repute likewise, for 

that his uncle by the mother's side had formerly 

H 3 been 
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be6n serTitor at Maudlin college, where the glo- 
rious Sacheverell was educated. 

Now were the eyes of all the parish upon these 
our weekly councils. In a short space the mi- 
nister came among us ; he spake concerning us 
and our councils to a multitude of other ministers 
at the visitation, and they spake thereof unto the 
ministers at London, so that even the bishops 
heard and marvelled thereat. Moreover, sir Tho- 
mas, member of parliament, spake of the same 
unto other members of parliament, who spake 
thereof unto the peers of the realm. Lo ! thus 
did our councils enter into the hearts of our ge- 
nerals and our lawgivers; and from henceforth^ 
even as we devised, thus did they. 

[After this, the book is turned on a sudden 
from his own life to a history of all the public 
transactions of Europe, compiled from the news- 
papers of those times. I could not comprehend 
the meaning of this, till I perceived at last, to my 
no small astonishment, that all the measures of 
the four last years of the queen, together with 
the peace at Utrecht, which have been usually 
attributed to the earl of Oxford, duke of Or- 
mood, lords Harcourt and Bolingbroke, and 
other great men, do here most plainly appear to 
have been wholly owing to Robert Jenkins, Amos 
Turner, George Pilcocks, Thomas White, but 
above all, P. P. 

The reader may be sure I was very inquisitive 

after this extraordinars^ writer, whose work 1 

have here abstracted. I took a journey into the 

country 
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country on purpose : but could not find the least 
trace of bim: till by accident I met an old clergy- 
man, who said be could not be positive, but . 
thought it might be one Paul Philips, who had 
been dead about twelve years. And upon in- ■ 
quiry, all we could leara of that person from the 
neighbourhood was, that be had been- taken no- 
tice of for swallowing loaches, and remembered 
by some people by a black and white cur with 
one ear, that constantly followed him.] 

[In the church yard I read this epitaph, said to 
be written by himself.] 

O readcrj if that thou canst read, 

Look dovn upon this itone; 
Do aU we can. Death b a man 

That aevtj spareth none. 
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LAW IS A BOTTOMLESS PIT: 



HISTORY 



JOHN BULL.* 



i HAMCflOim WOVWD tX TBI C&BIIUT OP TBB fAMOVi Stl 
B. roUIVOkTB, III TBI TIAI. Ifl2. 



* The tUttorf of John BoU, when fint published in detached 
parti by J. Morphew in 1712, wat said to be " by the Author 
of the New Atalantii." As it now ftands, the whole hai beea 
mcthodiaed, and some few pasiages omitted. See particularly 
ehap. xiii. N. 



•#* " You must buy a small twopenny pamphlet called Laio 
it a hottomlen Pit, It is very pretdly written; and tberc will be 
a second part." Joubnal to Stella, March 10, 171 i-12. 

"The second Fartof.£im>M a ^MMo^iJ^if is just now printed; 
and better, I think, than the first." Ibid. Mirch l6, 171I-I2. 

" The Appendix to the third- Part of John BuS vm published 
yestcrdayj it is equal to the last. I hope you read John Bull. 
' It was a Scotch geDtlctsan, a friend of mine) that.wn>lc it> but 
they put it upon me." Ibid. May 10, 17 12. 

" jfoht Bail is not wrote by the person you imagine. It is 
too good for another to own. Had it b«en Grub-aircet, I would 
have let people think as tb^ pleaw; and^t thipk that's. iigM.7 
Ibid. Junt 17. 

" Have you seen the fourth part oijekn Bull? It is equal to 
the first, and extremely good." Ibid. August 7- 
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CHAP. I. 



THE OCCASION OF THE LAWSUIT. 

I NEED not tell you of the great quarrels, - 
that have happeued in our neighbourhood since 
the death of the late lord Strutt;* how the par- 
son,t and a cuDoing attorney,;^ got htm to settle ' 
his estate upon his cousin Philip Baboon |j to the 
great disappointment of his cousin esquire South. ^ 
Some stick not to say, that the parson and the at- 
torney forged a will, for which they were well 
paid by the family of the Baboons: let that be 
as it will, it is matter of fact, that the honour and 
estate have continued ever since in the person of 
Philip Baboon. 

You know that the lord Strutts have for many 
years been possessed of a very great landed estate, 

* Charles II. of Spain died without issue; and 

t Card. Portocarero and the 

i Marshal of Harcourt, employed, as is supposed, by ihe housa 
of Bourboa, prevailed upQO him to nialie a will, by which he set- 
tled the succession of the Spanish monarchy upon 

fl Philip of Bourbon, duke of Anjou, though his right bad by 
the most solemn renunciations been barred in favour of 

i the archduke Charles of Austria ; 

well- 
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well-conditioned, wooded, watered, with coal, 
salt, tin, copper, iron, &c. all within themselves; 
that it has been the misfortune of that family to 
be the property of their stewards, tradesmen, and 
inferior servants, which has brought great incum- 
brances upoD them ; at the same time, their not 
abating of their expensive way of living has 
forced them to mortgage their best manors ; it is" 
credibly reported, that the butcher's and baker's . 
bill of a lord Strutt, that lived two hundred years 
ago, are not yet paid. 

When Philip Baboon came first to the posses- 
sion of the lord Strutt's estate, his tradesmen, as 
is usual upon such occasions, waited upon him to 
wish him joy and bespeak his custom : the two 
chief were John Bull * the clothier, and Nic. 
Frogf the linen draper: they told him that the 
Bulls and Frogs had served the lord Strutts with 
drapery- ware for many years; that. they were 
honest and fair dealers ; that their bills had never 
been questioned ; that the lord Strutts lived gene- 
rously, and never used to dirty their fingers with 
pen, ink, and counters ; that his lordship might 
depend upon their honesty ; that they would use 
him as kindly, as they had done his predecessors. 
The young lord seemed to take all in good part, 
and dismissed them with a deal of seeming con- 
tent, assuring them he did not iatend to change 
any of the honourable maxims of his prede- 
cessors. 

* the Eogtish and 

f the Dutch congratulated Philip opon a succession, which 
they were not able to preveut : but to disappoint the ambition of 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. ir. 

HOV BULL AND FBOG OREV JEALOUS, THAT ' 
THE LORD «TBUTT INTENDED TO GIVE ALL 
HIS CUSTOM TO HIS GRANDFATHER LEWIS 
BABOON.* 

IT happened unfortunately for the peace of 
our neighbourhood, that this young lord had an 
old cunning rogue, or (as the Scots call it) a false 
loon, of a grandfather, that one might justly 
call a Jack of all trades ;t sometimes you would 
see him hehind his counter selling broad cloth, 
sometimes measuring linen ; next day he would 
he dealing in mercery-ware; high heads, rib- 
bands, gloves, fans, and lace, he understood to 
a nicety; Charles Mather could not bubble a 
young bean better with a toy: nay, he would 
descend even to the selling of tape, garters, and 
shoebuckles; when shop was shut up, he would 
go about the neighbourhood, and earn half a 
crown by teaching the young men and maids to 
dance. By these methods he had acquired im- 
mense riches, which he used to squander away at 
back-sword,J quarter-staff, and cudgel-play, in 
which he took great pleasure, and challenged 

• Lewis the XlVth j and binder the French nation, whose 

f trade and chaiBoter aie thus deecribed, and nhose king had a 

X strong disposition to war, froni hecoming too potent, an 

alliance was formed (o " procare a reasonable satisfaction to the 

home of Austria for (ts pretension; to the Spanttli succession, and 

sufficient 

all 
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all the country., You will say it is no wonder if 
Bull and Frog should be jealous of this fellow. 
* It is not impossible (says Frog to Bull) but 
this old rogue wilt take the management of the 
young lord's business into his hands ; besides the 
rascal has good ware, and will serve him as cheap 
as auy body. In -that case, I leave you to judge 
what must become of us and our families; we 
must starve, or turn journeymen to old Lewis 
Baboon; therefore, neighbour, I hold it ad vise- 
able, that we write to young lord Strutt to know 
the bottom .of this matter." 



CHAP III. 



A COPT or BULL AND PROG i LETTER TO L0R» 

STRUTT. 

MT LORD, 

I SUPPOSE your lordship knows, that, the 
Bulls and the Frogs have served the lord Strutts 
with all sorts of drapery-ware time out of mind: 
and whereas we are jealous, not without reason, 
that your lordship intends henceforth to buy of 
your grandsire old Lewis Baboon; this is to in- 
form your lordship, that this proceeding does 
not suit with the circumstances of our families, 
who have lived and made a good figure in the 
world by the generosity of' the lord Strutts. 
Therefore we think fit to acquaint your lord- 
ship, that you must find sufficient security to 

us. 
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ns,* ourlieirs and assigns, that you will not em- 
ploy Lewis Baboon; or else we will take our re- 
medy at law, clap an action upon you of 26,0001. 
for old debts, seize and destrain your goods and 
chattels, which, considering your lordship's cir- 
cumstances, will plunge you into difficulties, 
from which it will not be easy to 'extricate 
yourself; therefore we hope, when your lord- 
ship has better considered on it, you will com- 
ply with the desire of 

Your loving friends, 

JOHN BULL, 
NIC. FROG. 

Some of Bull's friends advised him to take 
gentler methods with the young lord; but John 
naturally loved rough play. It is impossible to 
express the surprise of the lord Strutt upon the 
receipt of this letter; he was not flush in ready 
either to go to law, or clear old debts, neither 
could he find good bail; he offered to bring mat- 
ters to a friendly accommodation; and promised, 
upon his word of honour, that he would not 
change his drapers; but all to no purpose, for 
Bull and Frog saw clearly that old Lewis would 
have tlie cheating of him. 

* Kcarity, to England and Holland for tbeir dominions, na- 
vigation, and commerce, and to prevent the union of the two 
monarchies France and 5p^" To effect tbete purposet, qneen 
Annew^sbjr ='■/" 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

HOW BULL AND FBOG WBVT TO LAW WITH 
LORD STRUTT ABOUT THB FREMISE8, AND 
WIBI JOIKED BT THE BX8T OF TH£ TBADZ5- 



ALL endeavours of accommodation between 
lord Strutt and his drapers proved vain; jealou- 
sies .increased, and indeed it was rumoured 
abroad, that lord Strut had bespoke his new 
liveries of old Lewis Baboon. This coming to 
Mrs. Bull's * ears, when John Bull came home, 
be found all his family in an uproar. Mrs. Bull 
you must know, was very apt to be choleric. 
" You sot," says she, '* you loiter about ale- 
bouses and taverns, spend your time at bil- 
liards, ninepins or puppet-shows, or flaunt about 
the streets in your new gilt chariot, never mind- 
ing me nor your numerous family. Don't you 
hear how lord Strutt has bespoke his liveries at 
Lewis Baboon's shop? Don't you. see how that 
old fox steals away your customers, and turns 
you out of your business every day, and you sit 
like an idle drone with your hands in your 
pocketsr Fie upon it! up man, rouse thyself; 
I'll sell to my shift, before I'll be so used by that 
knave." You must think Mrs. Bull had been 
pretty well tuned up by Frog, who chimed in 
with her learned harangue. No further delay 

* the pariiament precipitated into the war at a principal. 
Among her allies were 

no w. 
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now, but to council learned in the law they go, 
who unanimously assured them both of the jus- 
tice and infallible success of their lawsuit. 

I told you before, that old Lewis Baboon was a 
sort of a Jack of all trades, which made the rest 
of the tradesmen jealous, as welt as Bull and 
Frog ; they hearing of the quarrel, were glad of 
an opportunity of joining against old Lewis Ba- 
boon, provided that Bull and Frog would bear 
the charges of the suit; even lying Ned, the 
chimney-sweeper of Savoy,* and Tom, the Por- 
tugal du3tman,t put in their claims; and the cause 
was put into the hands of Humphry Hocus the 
attorney 4 

A declaration was drfcwn up to show "That 
Bull and Frog had undoubted right by prescrip- 
tion to be drapers to the lord Strutts; that there 
were several old contracts to that purpose ;. that 
Lewis Baboon had taken up the trade of clothier 
and draper, without serving his time or pur- 
chasing his freedom ; that he sold goods that 
were not marketable, without the stamp; that 
he himself was more lit for a bully than a trades- 
man, and went about through all the country 
fairs, chaliengihg people to fight prizes, wrest- 
ling, and ci|dgel-ptay;" and abundance more to 
this purpose. 

* the duke of Savoy and 
t the kiag of Portugal i aud 

t John Cburchill, duke of Marlborough, was appointed gene- 
ral ia chief of the confederate army. 
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CHAP. V. 

THE TBUE CUABACTBRS or JOHN BULL, HIC. 
FBOG, AND HOCUS. 

- FOR the better understaading the fQllowlBg 
histoiy, the reader ought to know, that Bull, jq 
the main, was an honest plain-dealing fellow. 
choleriC] bold, and of a very uDcoastaat tem- 
per; he dreaded not old Lewis, either at hack- 
sword, single falchion, or cudgel-play; but then 
he was very apt to quarrel with his best friends, 
especially if they pretended to govern him: if 
you iattered him, you might lead him like a 
child. John's temper depended very much upon 
the air; bis spirits rose and fell with the wea- 
ther-glass. John was quick, and understood hit 
business very well; but no man alive was more 
careless in looking into his ac^oupts, or more 
cheated by partners, apprentices, and servants. 
This was occasioned by his beiig a boon com- 
panion, loving his bottle and his diversion; for, 
to say truth, no man kept a better house than 
John, nor spent his money more generously. By 
plain and fair dealing, John had acqiiired some 
plums, and might have kept them, had it not 
been for his unliappy law-suit. 

Nic. Frog was a cunning, sly whoreson, quite 
tlie reverse of John in many particulars; covet- 
ous, frugal; mitidcd domestic affairs; would 
pinch his belly to save his pocket; never lost a. 
farthing 
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furthing by csreless servants, or bad debtors. 
He did not care much for any sort of diversions, 
except tricks of High German artists, and leger- 
tk-tnain : no man exceeded Nic. in these; yet it 
must be owned, that Nic. was a fair dealer, and 
in that way acquired immense riches. 

Hocus was an old cunning attorney; and 
though this was the first considerable suit that ever 
he was engaged in, he showed himself superior 
in bis address to most of bis profession; he kept 
always good clerks, he loved money, was smooth- 
tongued, gave good words, and seldom lost his 
temper: he was not worse than an infidel, for he 
provided plentifully for his family ; but he loved 
himself better than them all: the neighbours re- 
ported that he was henpecked ; which was impos- 
sible hy such a mild-spirited woman as his wife 
was. 



CHAP. VI. 

09 THE VARIOUS SUCCBSS OF THE LAWSUIT. 

LAW is a bottomless pit: it is a cormorant, a 
harpy that devours every thing. John Bull was 
flattered by the lawyers, that his suit would not 
last above a year or two at most; that before 
that time he would be in quiet possession of his 
business; yet ten long years did Hocus steer his 
cause through all the meanders of the law, and 
all the courts. No skill no address was wanting; 
aad, to say truth, John did not starve his causp: 

r , -0 9, there 



D,q,i,==dbvCoogle 



igfl THE BtSTORT OF 

there uraoted not yellow boys to fee counsel, hire 
witnesses, anij bribe juries : iord Strutt was ge- 
nerally cast, never had one verdict in his favour; 
and John was promised that the next, and the 
next, would be the final determination:* but 
alas! that (inal determination and happy con- 
clusion was Hke an enchanted island, the nearer 
John came to it, the further it went from him: 
new trials upon new points stiU arose; ^ew doubts, 
aewmatters to be cleared; in short, lawyers seldom 
part with so good a cause, till they have got the 
oyster, jand their clients thcshelL -John's ready 
moneyt book-debts, bonds, mortgages, all went 
into the lawyers pockets: then John began to 
borrow money upon Bank-stock and East-India 
bonds: now and then a farm went to pot: at last 
it was thought a goad expedient to set up esquire 
South's title, to prove the will forged, and dis- 
possess Philip lord -Strutt at once.f Here again 
was a newfield for the lawyers, and the cause 
grew more intricate than ever. John grew 
madder and madder; wherever he met any of 
lord Strutt's servants, he tore off. their clothes: 
now and then you would see them come home 
naked, without shoes, stockings, and linen. As 
for old Lewis fiaboon, he was reduced to bis last 

* The war was carried on against France and Spain with 
great saccen, and a peace might Iiave been concluded upon the 
principles of the alliance : but a partitian of the Spanish domi- 
nions in 6vonr of the house of Austria, and an engagement that 
the same person should never ,t>e king of France and Spain, werQ 
not DOW thought sufficient. ' / ' 

t It was insisted, that the will in favour of Philip was con* 
trary to treaty ; and there was a pariiamcntarjr declaration for 
oontinnilig the war, till be should be dethraqed. ^ '' ■ ' 

shift. 
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shift, though he had as many as any other: his 
children were reduced from rich silks to Doily- 
stuffs, his servants in rags, and bare-footed : in- 
stead of good victuals, they now lived upon neck- 
beef, and bullock's liver: in short nobody got 
much by the matter, but the men of law. 



CHAP. VII. 



HOW JOHN BVLL WAS SO MIGHTILT PLEASED 
WITH His SUCCESS, THAT HE WAS GOING TO 
LEAVE OFF HIS TRADE, AND TURN LAWYER. 

IT is wisely observed by a great ptiilosophen 
that habit is a second nature: this was verified in 
the case of John Bull, wlio, from an lloiiejit and 
plain tradesman, had got such a haunt about 
the courts of justice, and such a jargon of law- 
words, that he concluded himself as able a 
lawyer as any that pleaded at the bar, or sat 
on the bench: he was overheard one day talk- 
ing to himself after this manner;* "How ca- 
priciously does fate or chance dispose of -man- 
kind ! How seldom is that business allotted to a 
man, for which he is fitted, by nature! It is 
plain 1 M'as intended for a man of law: how did 
my guardian mistake my genius, in placing me, 
like a mean slave, behimra counter ! Bless me '. 



s and scDliments of the nation became extra- 
vagant and cbinieiical- 

• o a M-iiat 
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what rmaneose estates these fellows raise by the 
taw ! Besides, is tt the profession of a gentleman ? 
What a pleasure it is to be victorious in a canse ! 
to swagger at the bar I What a fool am I to 
drurlge any more in this woollen trade! for a 
lawyer I was born, and a lawyer I will be.; 
one is never too old to learn." All .this ivhile 
John had conned over such a catalogue of hard 
words, as were enough to conjure up the devil; 
this be used to babble indifferently in all com- 
panies, especially at coifeehousea ; so that his 
neighbour tradesmen began to shun his company, 
as a man that was cracked. Instead of affairs of 
Blackwell-hall, and the price of broad cloth, 
wool, and baizes, he talks of nothing but actions 
upon the case, returns, capias, alias capias, de- 
murrers, venire facias, replevins, supersedeases, 
certior*rie8, writs of error, actions of trover and 
conversion, trespasses, precipes, and dedimus. 
This was matter of jest to the learned in law; 
however, Hocus, and the rest of the tribe, en- 
couraged John in his fancy, assuring him, that 
he had a great genius for law; that they ques- 
tioned not,, but in time he might raise money 
enough by it to reimburse him all his charges; 
that if he studied, he would undoubtedly arrive 
to the dignity of a lord chief justice:* as for the 
advice of honest friends and neighbours, John 
despised it; he' looked upon them as fellows of a. 
low genius, poor groveUing mechanics; John 
reckoned it more honour to have got onp favour- 
able verdict, than to have sold a bale' of broad 



' Hold the balance of power. • 

cloth: 



eloth. As fbr Nic. Frog, to say tbe truth, he 
Wia more prudent; for, though he followed his law- 
Soif closely, be (neglected not his ordioary busi- 
fiess, but vas both in court and in his shop at the 
proper hours. 



CHAP. vm. 

HOW JOHN ©ISCOVBEBD THAT HOCUS HAD AN 
I INTRIGUE WITH HIS WIFB ; AND WHAT FOL- 

LOWBD THEBEUFON. 

JOHN had not run on a madding so long, had 
it not been for an extravagant bitch of a wife, 
whom Hocus perceiving John to be fond of, was 
resolved to win over to his side. It is a true 
saying, " that the last man of the parisli, that 
knows of his cuckoldoni is himself." It was ob- 
served by all the neighbourhood, that Hocus had 
dealings with John's wife,* that were not so 
much for his honour; but this was perceived by 
John a little too late; she was a luxurious jade, • 
loved splendid equipages, plays, treats^ and balls, 
differing very much from the sober manners of 
her ancestors, and by no means fit for a trades- 
man's wife. Hocus fed her extravagancy (what 
was still more shameful) with John's own money. 
Every |)ody said, that Hocushad a month's mind 

■ And it was believed rliat the .general tampered witb the 
parUameot, 
■' . • . ; O 4 to 
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to her body; be that as it will, it is matter of 
fact, that upon all occasions she run out extra- 
vagantly on' the praise of Hocus. When John 
used to be finding fault with his bills, she used to. 
reproach him as upgrateful to his greatest bene- 
factor; one that had taken so much paina in his 
lawsuit, and retrieved his family from the oppres- 
sion of old Lewis Baboon. A good swingeing 
sum of John's readiest cash went towards build- 
ing of Hocus's countryhouse.* This affair be- 
tween Hocus and Mrs. Bull was now 36 open, 
that ail the world were scandalised at it ; John 
was not so clodpated, but at last he took the 
hint. The parson of the parish -preaching one, 
day with more zeal than sense against adultery, f 
Mrs. Bull told her husband, that he was a very 
uncivil fellow to use such coarse language before 
people of condition ; that Hocus was of the same 
mind ; and that they would join to have him 
turned out of his living for using personal reflec- 
tioBS.J How do you mean, says Joht^ by per- 
sonal reflections? I hope in God, wife, he did 
not reflect upon you? " No thank God, my 

-• wbo lettled upon him the tmaor of WoDditock, and afterward 
entailed that, with 50CX)I. fer annum, payable out of the post- 
office, to descend with hts honours ; over and above this, an im- 
mense som war. expended in buildiQg Blenheim-houK. Abont 
this time (November 6, 170Q) 

f Dr. Henrjr Sacheverelt preached a Bcrmon against popular 
resistance of regal auihoritj. 

t I'tie house of commons voted this sermon a libc! on her ma- 
jesty and her government, the rcvolmion, the protectant sticcessioa 
and' the parliament: they impeached liim of high crimes and 
misdemeaoorej lie wa^ sileaced for three ^ears, and ibe sennoo 
burnt by the hangman. - . ' ^ 

■ ■ reputation 
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reputation is two well established in the world 
to receive any hurt from such a foul-mouth'd 
scoundrel as he ; his doctrine tends only to make 
husbands tyrants, and wives slaves ; must we be 
■ shut up, and husbands left to their liberty ? Very 
pretty indeed ! a wife must never go abroad with, 
a Platonic to see a play or a ball ; she must never 
stir without her husband, nor walk in Spring-gar- 
den with a cousin. I do say, husband, and I will 
stand.by it, that without the innocent freedoms 
of life, matrimony would be a most intolerable 
state; and that a wife's virtue ought to be the 
result of her own reason, and not of her hus- 
band's government ; for my part I would scorn 
a husband that would be jealous if he saw ^ fel- 
low a-bed with me,*" All this while, John's 
blood boiled in his veins : he was now confirmed 
in alt his suspicions ; jade, bitch, and whore, 
were the best words John gave her.f Tilings 
went from better to worse, till Mrs. Bull aimed 
a koifej at John, though John threw a bottle § at 
her head very brutally indeed : and after this there 
was nothing but ccnfusion ; bottles, glasses, 
spoons, plates, knives, forks, and dishes flew 
about like dust ;| the result of which was that 



* These proceedings caased a great ferment in the Dation. 

f Thchoiise complained of being aspersed and vilified} op- 
probrious terms were used by both parties, and ooehad recouiseto 

t military power, because it was assaulted by the other with 

(tumult arid riot. 

|] The conjusion every day increased; the whig or low church 
party in the bouse of commons began- to decline. After mach con- 
tention and debate 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Bull receieved a bruise • in her right aide, 
of which she died half a year after. The bruise 
imposthumated, aad afterward turned to a stinkp 
ing ulcer, which made every body shy to cotat 
near her; yet she wanted not the help of many 
ible physicians, who attended very diligently, 
and did what men of skill could do : but all to 
no purpose, for her condition was now quijte des- 
perate, all regular physicians, and her nearest re- 
lations, having given her over. 



HOW SOUB Q0ACKS VNDKRTOOK TO CORE 
MBS. BULL OF HER OLCEB. f 

THERE is nothing so impossible in nature, but 
mountebanks wil! undertake ; nothing so incre- 
dible, but they will afBrm : Mrs. Bull's condition 
was looked upon as desperate by all the men of 
art; biit there were those, that bragged they* 
had an infallible ointment and plaster, which be- 
ing' applied to the sore, would cure it in a few 
days ; at the same time they would give her a pill, 
that would purge of all her bad humours, sweeten 
her blood, and rectify her disturbed imagination. 
In spite of all applications, the patient grew worse 
every day ; she stunk so, no body durst come 
M'ithin a stone's throw of her, except those quacks 

* The Parliament was prorogued, 

f and Dotwithstanding many aueoipts to 'prolong it, particu- 
larly some difHculticg st3rte4l, by Ihe lord 

Avho 
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wfao attended her close, and apprehended no 
danger. If one asked them, how Mrs. Bali did? 
fietterand better, said they; the parts heal, and 
her constitution mends ; if she submits to our 
government, she will be abroad in a little time. 
Nay, it is reported, that tbey wrote to her friends in 
the country, that she should dance a jig-next Octo- * 
ber in WestRrinster-hall, and that ber itlAcss had 
chiefly been owing to bad physicians. At last 
one of them * was sent for in great haste, his 
patient grew worse and worse : -when he came he 
affirmed that it was a gross mistake, and that she 
was never in a fairer way : bring hither the salve, 
says he, and give her a plentiful draught of my 
cordial. As he was applying his ointments, and 

' administering the cordial, the patient gave up 
the ghost, to the great confusion of the quack, 
and the great joy of Bull aud his friends. The 

- quack flung away out of the house in great dis- 
order, and swore there was foul play, for he was 
sure his medicines were infalliblei Mrs. Bull 
having died without any signs of repentance or 
devotion, the clergy would hardly allow her a 
christian burial. The relations had once resolved 
to sue John for the murder ; but considering bet- 
ter of it, and that such a trial would rip up old ' 
sores, and discover things not so much to the re- 
putation of the deceased, they dropped their de- 
sign. She left no will, only there was found in 
her strong box the following words wrote on a 
scrip of paper, " My curse on John Bull and all my 
posterity, jf ever they come to any composition 
with the lord Strut.t.'* 

. »cbanccllor,it wasdiitolfedSrpt. 24, J^lO. 

■ > , . She 
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She left bim three daughters, whose names vere 
Polemia, Discordia, aod Usuria.* 



OF JOHN BULLS SECOND WIPE, AND TH^ 
GOOD ADVICE THAT SHE GAVBHIH. f 

JOHN quickiy got the better of his grief, and 
seeing that neither his coDstitution> nor the airaii;s 
of his family, could permit him to live in an un- 
married state, he resolved to get him another 
'wife;'acousia of his last wife's was proposed, but 
John would have DO more of the breed : in short 
he wedded a sober country genttewomau, of a 
good family and a plentiful fortune, "the re- 
verse of the other in her temper ; not but that • 
she loved, money, for she was saving, and ap- 
plied her fortune to pay John's clamorous debts, 
that the nnfrugal methods of his last wife, and 
this ruinous lawsuit had brought him into. One 
day, as she had got her husband in a good humour, 
she talked to him after the following manner :J 
*' My dear, since I have been your wife, I have' 
observed great abuses and disorders in your 
family ; your servants are mutinous and quar- 
relsome, and cheal you most abominably; your 
cook-maid is in a cumbination with your but- 

• War, Faction, and Usury.' 

f Tht new parliameut, which was averse tp the war, made 
t a representatioD of the mismiin.-.gemeirt in" ths- Several of- 
fice!, particuJartj (hose for victualling, and clothing (be tuyj and 
ttmy J ■ 
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chcr, iHmlterer» and fishmonger: your butler 
purloins your Itquor, and the brewer sells you 
4iog:wa8h ; your baker cheats both in weight and 
m tale ; even your milk -woman and your nursery- 
maid have a fellow-feeling;, your tailor, instead 
■ of shreds, cabbages whole yards of cloth ; be- 
sides, leaving such long scores, and not going to 
(narket with ready money, forces us to take bad 
ware of the tradesmen at their own price. You 
have not posted your books these ten years ; how 
is it possible for a man of business to keep his 
aflfairs even in the world at this rate? Pray God 
this Hocus be honest ; would to God you would 
look over his bills, and see how matters stand 
between Frog and you:* prodigious sums are 
spent in this lawsuit, and more must be bor- 
rowed of scriveners and usurers at heavy interest. 
Besides, my dear, let me beg of you* to lay aside 
that wild project of leaving your business to turn 
lawyer, for which, let me tell you, nature never 
designed you. Believe me, these. rogues do but 
flatter, that they may pick your pocket ; observe 
what a parcel of hungry ragged fellows live by 
your cause; to be sure they will never make an 
end on't : I foresee this haunt you have gqt 
about the courts, , will owe day or other bring 
your family to beggary. Consider, my dear, how 
indecent it is to abandon your shop, and follow 
pettifoggers; the habit is scTstrong upon you, that 
there is hardly a plea between two country 
esquires about a barren acre upon a common, but 
you draw yourself in as bail, surety, or solicitor, "f 

. ' and of the sdmi that had been expended on the war, 
■f whicb^was however stil! a, favourite with the people. 
, ■' - i" '• ' , <^ John 
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Jofan heard ber all thb while with pitiience, till 
•he priclced hw maggot, and touched him in tb« 
tender point ; then he broke out into a violent 
passioQ, " What, I not fit for a lawyerl Let me tell 
you, my dodpated relations {spoiled the greatest 
genius in the vorld, when they bred me a 
mechanic. Lord Strutt, and his old rogue of 
grandsire, have found to their cost, that I can 
manage a lawsuit as well as antither.'* " I don't 
deny what you say," replied Mrs Bull, ** nor do 
I call in question your parts; tHit, 1 say, it does 
not suit with your circumstances: you and your 
predecessoi's have lived in good r^utation among 
your neighbours by this same clothing- trade, and 
it were madness to leave it off. Besides, there are 
few that know all the tricks and cheats of these 
lawyers : does not your own experience teach you, 
how tliey have drawn you on from one term to 
another, and how you have danced the roimd of 
all the courts, still flattering you Avith a final is- 
sue, and for aught I can see, your cause is not 
a bit clearer than it wks seven years ago?" '* I 
will be damn'd," says John, " if I accept of any 
composition from Strutt or his grandfather; I*U 
rather wheel about the streets an engine to grind 
knives and scissars; however, I'll take your ad- 
vice, and look over my accompts." 
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CHAP. XI. 

HOW JOHN LOOKED OTEK HIS ATTOKHSt's BILL. 

WHEN John first brought out the bills, thf 
surprise of all the family was inexpressible at the 
prodigious dimensions of them; they would have 
measured with the best bale of cloth in John'i 
shop. Fees to judges, puisne judges, clerks^ 
prothOQotaries, filacers, chirographers, under* 
clerks, proclamators, counsel, witnesses, juiy- 
Hien, marshals, tipstafis, criers, porters; for en- 
Tplliogs, exemplifications, baits, vouchers, returns, 
caveats, examinations, filing of writs, entries, 
decIaratioDS, replications, recordats, noli prose- 
quts, certioraris, mittimuses, demurrers, special 
verdicts, informations, scire facias, supersedeas, 
habeas corpus, coach- hire, treating of witnesses, 
&.C. " Verily," says J(^n, " there are a pro- 
digious number of learned words in this law; 
what a pretty science it is!" " Ay ! but husband, 
you have paid for every syllable and letter of 
these fine w*rds; bless me, M'hat immense sums 
are at the bottom of the account!" John spent 
several weeks in looking over his bills: and by 
comparing and stating his accounts, he disco- 
vered, that beside the extravagance of every 
article, he had been egregiously cheated; that 
he had paid for counsel that were never feed, 
for writs that were never drawn, .for dinners that 
were never dressed, and journies that were never 
made: , In sliort, that the tradesmen, lawyers, 
and Frog, had agreed ' to throM' the burden of 
the laws^iit upon his shoulders. 

",■ ;» CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

HOW JOHN GREW ANGBY, AND BESOLVBD TO AC- 
CEPT A COMPOSITION J* AND WHATMBTH0D8- 
WSBK FBACTI3BD BY TH& LAWYEBS FOB KEBF- 
INO HIM PBOM IT. 

Well might the learned Daniel Burgess say, 
that a lawsuit is a suit for life. He that sows his 
grain upon marble, will have many a hungry 
belly before harvest. This John felt by woful 
experience. John's cause was a good milch cow, 
and many a man subsisted his family out of it. 
However, John began to think it high time'^ 
look about him. He had a cousin in the country, 
one sir Roger Botd,t whose predecessors had beea 
bred up to the law, and knew as much of it as 
any body ; but having left off the profession for 
some time, they took great pleasure in compound- 
ing lawsuits among their neighbours, for whi<fh 
they were the' aversion of the gentlemen of the 
long robe, and at perpetual war with all the .' 
country attorneys. John put his cause in sir 
Roger's hands, desiring him t6 make the best of 
it: the news had no sooner reached the ears of 
the lawyers, but they were all in an uproar. 
They brought all the rest of the trade3mea.-np6ia 

• When at krglh fare was Ihoijght' to H eligible i!f on |coie 
moderate term'i, a treaty was entered Into \>j 

t Robert Harley, afterwards earl of Oiford, -wbdr^jmsiDade 
treasnier in the stead of the loM Godolpbin, ^nd thefe-^t .iiovr 
not only a new parliaaient, but a new intni&try. '' v^" --"'. ;C . 
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John : 'squire South swore he was betrayed, that 
he would starve before he compounded; Frog said 
Jie was highly wronged ; even lying Ned the 
chimney-sweeper, and Tom the dustman, com-' 
plained that their interest was sacrificed.* The- 
lawyers, solicitors. Hocus, and his clerks, were" 
all up in arms, at the news of the composition ;' 
they abused him and his wife most sharaefully.'f 
*' You silly, awkward, ilibred, country sow, 
(quoth one) have you no more manners than to 
rail at Hocus, that has saved that clodpated. 
numskuU'd ninnyhammer of yours from ruin, 
and all his family f It is well known, how he 
has risen early and sat up late to make him 
easy, when he was sotting at every alehouse in 
to\ni. 1 knew his last wife ; she was a woman 
of breeding, good humour, and complaisance; 
knew how to live in the world : as for you, you 
look like a puppet moved by clockwork : your 
clothes hang upon you, as they were upon tenter- 
hooks,, and you come into a room as you were 
going to steal away a piss-pot: get you gone into 
the country to look after your mother's poultry 
to milk the cows, churn the butter, and dress up 
nosegays for a holiday, and not meddle with 
matters, which you know no more of, than the 
•ignpost before your door; it is well known, that 
Hoci)s had an established reputation; he never 
s^ore-an oath, t\or told a lie in all his life; he is 
grateful to his benefacto^, faithful to his friends, 
libei^I-tp his dependants,' and dutiful to his su- 

■ ' .■;'-,'.''Jr,.. ■ ' ■ - ' 

* "tfiie tDQaaure was opposed by t^e allies and the general; 
; ;».■ j^'^c home of coromonj* was cenmred as totally ignorant of 

^ni, p . periors; 
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pertors.; he values not your money more than 
the dust- under his feet, but he hates to be 
abused. Once for all, Mrs. Mynx, kave off 
talking of Hocus, or I will pull out those saucer 
eyes of yours, and make that red-streak country 
&ce look as jaw as an ox cheek upon a butcher's 
stall: remember, I say, that there are pillories 
and ducking-stools." With this away they flung, 
leaving Mrs. Bull no time to reply. No stone 
was left unturned to fright John from his com- 
position : sometimes they spread reports at cof- 
fee-houses, that John and his wife were ran mad ; 
that they intended to give up house, and make 
over all their estate to Lewis Baboon;* that John 
had been often beard talking to himself, and seen 
in the streets without shoes or stockings ; that 
he did nothing from morning till night but beat 
his servants, after having been the best master 
alive: as for his wife, she was a mere naturaL 
Sometimes John's house was beset with a whole 
regiment of attorneys' clerks, bailiffs and bailiffs* 
followers, and other small retainers of the law, 
who threw stones at his windows, and dirt at 
himself, as he went along the street. When J<An 
complained of want of ready money to carry on 
his suit, they advised him to pawn his plate and 
jewels, and that Mrs. Bull should sell her Unen 
and wearing clothes. -, 



* and it was said, that the nadoo wonld at last be sacrificed to 
the ambittoD of France. , 
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Ai^er this passage, in some of the early editioni 
followed this small chapter, under the title of 

HOW THE LAWTEBS AGBEBI1.T0 SEND DON DIEGO 
DISMALLO, THE CONJURES, TO JOHN BULL, 
TO DISSUADE HIM FBOM MAKING AN END OV 
HIS lawsuit; and what PASSED BBTW£BN 
THBH. 

Bull. HOW does my good friend don Diego? 

Don, Never worse. Who can be easy when 
their friends are playing the fool? 

Bull. But then you may be easy, for I am re- 
solved to play the fool no longer ; I wish I had 
hearkened to your advice, and compounded this 
lawsuit sooner. 

Don. It is true; I was then against the ruinous 
ways of this lawsuit, but looking over my scheme 
since, I find there is an error in my calculation. 
Sol and Jupiter were in a wrong house, but I 
have now discovered their true places : I find 
that the stars are unanimously of opinion, that 
you will be successful in this cause : that Lewis 
will come to an untimely end, and Strutt will be 
turned out of doors by his wife and children. 
Then he went on with a torrent of ecliptics, 
cycles, epicycles, ascendants, trines, quadrants, 
conjunctions, bulls, bears, goats, and rams, and 
abundance of hard words, which, being put to- 
gether, signified nothing. John all this while 
stood gaping and staring, like a man in a trance. 
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CHAP. XIII. - 

URS. bull's vindication or THE INprSPEHSABLI 
DOTY OF CUCKOLDOM, INCUMBENT UPON WlTEi 
IN CASS OF THE TYRANHr, INFIDELITY, OK. 

iHSUFriciiNCr or husbands: being a pull 

ANSWIR TO THE DO«:TOR's SERUOH AGAINST 
ADDLTSRY.* 

JOHN found daily fresh proofs of the infi- 
delity and bad designs of his deceased wife; 
among other things, one day looking over hi& 
cabinet, he found the following paper. 

It is evident that matrimony, is founded upon 
an original contract, whereby the wife makes 
over the right she has by the law of nature to 
the concubitus vagus, in favour of the husband: by 
which he acquires the property of all her poste- 
rity. But then the obligation is mutual : and 
where the contract is broken on one side, it 
ceases to bind on the other. Where there' is a 
right, there must be a power to maintain it, and 
to punish the offending party. The power I 
affirm to be that original right, or. rather that 
indispensable duty of cuckoldom, lodged ip all 
wives in the cases above mentioned. No 'wife 
is bound by any law, to which herself has not 
consented : all economical government is lodged 

* The tones repruenUtKn <tf the tpeeches at SachOTerell'a 
trial. ■ ' 
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originally in the husband and wife, the executive 
part being in the husband ; both have their pri- 
vileges secured to them by law and reason : 
but will any man infer from the husband's being 
invested with the executive power, that the wife 
is deprived of her share, and that which is the 
principal branch of it, the original right of 
cuckoltlom? And that she has no remedy left, 
but preces ^' lacbrymce, or an appeal to a supreme 
court of judicature F No less frivolous are the 
arguments, that are drawn from the general ap- 
: pellations and terms of husband and wife. Ahus- 
[ band denotes several different sorts of magistracy, 
according to the usages and customs of different 
climates and countries. In some eastern nations 
it signifies a tyrant, with the absolute power of ■ 
life and death : in Turkey it denotes an arbi- 
trary governor, with power of perpetual impri- 
sonment : in Italy it gives the husband the 
power of poison and padlocks : in the countries 
of England, France, and Holland, it lias quite a 
different meaning, implying free and equal go- 
vernment, securing to the wife in certain cases 
the liberty of cuckoldom, and the property of 
pinmoney, and separate maintenance. So that 
the arguments drawn from the terms of husband 
and wife are fallacious, and by no means fit 
to support a tyrannical doctrine, as that of abi- 
solute unlimited chastity, and conjugal fidelity. 
The general exhortations to chastity in wives 
I are meant only for rules in ordinary cases, but 
. they oaturally suppose three conditions, of abi- 
lity, juStice, and fitlelity in the husband: such 
l'-. ail uniiifiited, upconditioned fidelity in the wife 
t., <l:/ ', p 3- could 

' -";■■"' _ • . " ■ C,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 
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could never be supposed by reasonable men : it 
seems a reflection upon the ch — rch, to charge 
her with doctrines that countenance oppression. 

This doctrine of the original right of cuckoldom 
is congruous to the law of natu-re, which is supe- 
rior to all human laws, and for that I dare appeal 
to all wives: it is much to -the honour of our 
English wives, that they have never given up 
that fundamental point ; and that though in for- 
mer ages they were muffled up in darkness and 
superstition, yet that notion seemed engraven on 
their minds, and the impression so strong, that 
nothing could impair it. 

To assert the illegality of cuckoldom upon any 
pretence wliatsoever, were to cast odious colours 
upon the married state, to blacken the necessary 
means of perpetuating families : such laws ca^i 
never be supposed to have been designed to dcT 
feat the very end of matrimony, the propagation 
of mankind. I call them necessary means ; for 
in many cases what other means are left ? Sucli 
a doctrine wounds the honour of families; un- 
settles the titles to kingdoms, honours, and 
estates; for if the actions from which such 
settlements spring were illegal, all that is built 
' upon them roust be so too : but the last is absurd, 
therefore the first must be so likewise. What is 
the cause that Europe groans at present under 
the heavy load of a cruel and expensive war, 
but the tyrannical custom of a certain nation, 
and the Scrupulous nicety of a silly queen,* in 

* The queen of Cbarln II. of Spalo, iipoa \fhixt> deaUi vhhr 
•ut isiue (he war broke out. -^ ' '.- ' - 
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not exercising this indispensable duty of cilckot- 
dom, whereby the kingdom might have had an 
heir, and controverted succession might have 
been avoided ? These are the effects of the nar- 
row maxims of your clergy, That one must not 
do evil, that good may come of it. 

The assertors of this indefciisible right, anfljus 
dhinum of matrimony, do all in tlieir hearts fa- 
vour gallants, and the pretenders to married 
■women; for if ihe true legal foundation of the 
married state be once sapped, and instead thereof 
tyrannical maxims introduced, what must follov 
but elupemeuts instead of secret apd peaceable 
cuckoIdoRi? 

From all that has been said, one may clearly 
perceive the absurdity of the doctrine of thi^ 
seditious, discontented, hot-headed, ungiftet^ 
unedifying preacher, asserting. That the granj 
security of the matrimonial state, and the pillar 
upon U'hich it stands, is founded upon the wife's 
belief of an absolute unconditional fidelity to the 
husband's bed: by which bold assertion he strikep 
at the root, digs the foundation, and removes the 
basis, upon which the happiness of a married 
Stats' is built. As. for his personal reflectioas, \ 
would gladly know who are those waniop wires 
he speaks ofr who are those ladies of high 
station, that he so boldly traduces in his sermon? 
It is pretty plain, whom these aspersions arc 
aimed at, for which he deserves the pillory, or 
somethiag worse. 

Ill cgnfirmation of this doctrine of the indis- 

peasable duty of euck^ldom, 1 could bting the 

example of the. wisest wives in all ages, wha by 

'. ■ p 4 these 
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these means have preserved their husbands fa* 
milies from ruia and oblivion by want of pos* 
terity : but what has been said, is a sufficient 
ground for punishing this pragmatical parson. 



CHAP. XIV. 

TMl TWO GREAT PARTIES OF WIVES THI DEVOTOES 
ANU THE HITTS.* 

THE doctrine of unlimited chastity and fidelity 
in wives was universally espoused by all hus- 
bands; who went about the country, and made 
the wives sign papers, signifying their utter de- 
testation and abhorrence of Mrs. Bull's wicked 
doctrine of the indispensable duty of cuckoldom. 
Some yielded, others refused to part with their 
native liberty; which gave rise to two great 
parties among the wives, the devotees and the 
hitts. Though it must be owned, the distinction 
was more nominal than real ; for the devotoes 
would abuse freedoms sometimes; and those who 
were distinguished by the name of hitts were 
often very honest At the same time there came 
out an ingenious treatise, with the title of 
■" Good Advice to Husbands ;" in which they are 
counselled not to trust too much to their wives 
owning the doctrine of unlimited conjugal fide- 
lity, and so to neglect family duty, and a due 

« ThoK vbo were for or figaintt tbe doctrine of rod- 
.rcsUUDce, ■ ■_■.." 

watch- 
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watchfo'lness over the manners of their wives; 
that the greatest security to hushands was a 
vigorous constitution, good usage of their wives, 
and keeping them from temptation ; many hus- 
bands having been sufferers by their trusting too - 
much to general professions, as was exemplified 
in the case of a foolish and negligent husband, 
who, trusting to the efficacy of^this principle, 
was undone by his wife's elopement from him. 



CHAP. XV. 

AM ACCOUNT OF THE CONFEROKCE BETWEEN MKS. 
BULL AND DON DIEGO. 

THE lawyers, as their last effort to put off the 
composition, sent don Diego* to John. Don 
Diego was a very worthy gentleman, a friend to 
John, his mother, and present wife; and there-'- 
fore supposed to have some influence over her: 
he had been ill-used himself by John's lawyers; 
but, because of some animosity to sir Roger,-!- 
was against the composition.:^: The conference 

* Among other obstacle) to the treatf, was the opposition of 
the earl of NottiDghani ; s tory oobleniaD, who bad great iuflu- 
cDce ia the bouse of commoni. 

t The cause of bis animosity, fiwn which Ibii conduct is tup* 
poted to proceed, was Mr. Harley'a being chosen to lucceed bim 
at principal secretary of state, when he was reoMved from that 
office in the year 1704, 

; He exposlnlftled agaiut the peace with great warmth in the 
' house, when the queen was prcaent inetg. 

between 
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between bhn and Mrs. Bull was word for word 
as follows. 

Don Diego. Is it possibte, cdusin Bull, that 
you can forget the honourable tnaxims of the 
family you are come of, and break your word 
with three of the bone&test, best meaning persons 
in tlte world, esquire South, Frog, and Hocus, 
that have sacrificed their interests to yours r It 
is base to take advantage of their simplicity and 
credulity, and leave them in the lurch at last. 

Mrs. Bull. I am sure they have left my fa- 
mily in a bad condition, we have hardly money 
to go to market; and nobody will take our word 
for sixpence. A very fine spark this esquire 
South! My husband took him in a dirty snotty- 
nosed boy ; it was the business of half the ser- 
vants to attend him, the rogue did bawl and 
make such a noise; sometimes he fell in the fire 
and burnt his face, tsometimes broke his shins 
clambering over the benches, often pissed abed, 
and always came in so dirty, as if he had been 
dragged through the kennel at a boarding-school. 
He lost his money at chuck-farthing, shufflecap, 
and all-fours ; sold his books, pawned his linen, 
which we were always forced to redeem. Then 
the whole generation of him are so in love with 
bagpipes and puppetshows ! I wish you knew 
what my husband has paid at the pastry-cook's 
and confectioner's for Naples biscuit, tarts, 
■custards, and sweetmeats.* All this while my 
husband considered him as a gentleman of good 

* SometiiiDg relatiog to ihg ipaan^.vf a greti| prince, fuper-^ 
■titioD, love of operas, thows, Ice. . - -^ 

, family "f 
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family that had fallen into decay^ gave him good 
education, and has settled him in a good credi- 
table way of livings having procured him, by his 
interest, one of the best places of the country : 
and what return, think you, does this fine gen- 
tleman make us? He will hardly give me or my 
husband a good word, or a civil expression-; 
instead of sir and madam,* (which though I say 
it, is our due) he calls us goody and gaffer 
Buch-a-one: says, he did us a great deal of honour 
to board with us : huffs and dings at such a rate, 
because we will not spend the little we have lefit^ 
to get him the title and estate of lord Strutt: 
and then, forsooth, we shall have the honour to 
be his woollen-drapers. Besides, esquire South 
will be esquire South still ; fickle, proud, and un- 
grateful. If he behaves himself so, when he 
depends upon us for his daily bread, can any 
man say what he will do when he has got above 
the world r 

D. Diego. And would yon lose the honour 
of so noble and generous an undertaking? Would 
you rather accept this scandalous composition, 
and trust that old rogue, Lewis Baboon? 

Mrs. Bull. Look you, friend Diego, if we 
law it on, till Lewis turns honest, I am afraid 
our credit will run low at Black well-hall. I wish 
every man had his own ; but I still ^ay, that lord 
Strutt's money shines as bright, and chinks as 
well, as esquire South "s. I don't know any other 
hold, that we tradesmen have of these great 
folks, but their interest; buy dear and sell cheap, 

* SomelbiDg relating to foiau and titlei. 

'■'■': : . ■ . ao^ 
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and ni warrant ye you wilt keep your customer. 
The worst is, that lord Strutt^s servants have got 
Such a haunt about that old rogue's shop, that it 
will cost us many a firkin of strong beer to bring 
them back again; and the longer they are in a 
bad road, the harder it will be to get them out 
of it. 

D. DiEoo. But poor Frog! what has lie done? 
On my conscience, if there be an honest, sincere 
man in the world, it is that Frog. 

Mrs. Boll. I think, I need not tell you how 
much Frog has been obliged to our family from 
his childhood; he carries his head high now, but 
lie had never been the man he is, without our 
help.* Ever since tlie commencement of this 
lawsuit, it has been the business of Hocus, in 
sharing our expenses, to plead for Frog. Poor 
Frog," says he, "is in hard circumstances; he 
has a numerous family, and lives from hand to 
mouth; his children 'don't eat a bit of good 
victuals from one year's end to the other, but 
live upon salt herring, sower curd, and bore- 
cole; he does his utmost, poor fellow, to keep 
things even in the world, and has exerted him- 
self beyond his ability in this lawsuit; but he 
really has not wherewithal to go on. What sig- 
nifies this hundred pounds ? place it upon your 
side of the account; it is a great deal to poor 
Frog, and a trifle to you." This has been 
Hocus's constant language, and I am sure he 



* On the olfaer ntle, complaint was made of the unequal bar- 
4ea of tbe war, ' 
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has had ohiigations enough to us to have acted 
another part. 

D. DiEoo, No doubt Hocus meant all this for 
the best, but he is a temlerhearted, chantabU 
man; Frog is indeed in hard circumstances. 

Mrs. buLL. Hard circumstances! I swear this 
is provoking to the last degree. All the time of 
the lawsuit, as fast as I have mortgaged, Frog 
has purchased ; from a plain tradesman with a 
shop, warehouse, and country hut, with a dirty 
£shpond at the end of it, he is now grown a very 
rich country gentleman, with a noble landed 
estate, noble palaces, manors, parks, garden^ 
and farms, £ner than any we were ever master 
of.* Is it not strange, when my husband dis- 
bursed great sums every term, Frog should be 
purchasing some new farm or manor r So that if 
this lawsuit lasts, he will be far the richest man 
in his country. What is worse than all this, he 
steals away my customers every day ; twelve of 
the richest and the best have left my shop by his 
persuasion, and whom, to my certain knowledge, 
he has under bonds never to return again : judge 
you if this be neighbourly dealing. 

D. Diego. Frog is indeed pretty close in his 
dealings, but very honest : you are so touchy, 
and take things so hotly, I am sure there must 
be some mistake in this. 

Mrs. Bull. A plaguy one indeed! You know, 
and have often told me of it, how Hocus and 
those rogues kept my husband John Bull drunk 



* and of the acqiilutloD of the Dalcb ia Elandenj during 
ibese debate* the houM took in coDiUeratioa 

. - _ ■ for 
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for five ycart together with punch and strong 
vaters; I am sure he never went one night sober 
to bed, till they got him to sign the straiigest 
deed that ever you saw in your life. The me- 
thods they took to manage him I'll tell yoa 
another time ; at present I'll read only the 
"writing. 



ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT 



JOHN BULLj CLOTHIER, 

NICHOLAS FROG, LINEN-DRAPER.* 

I. That for maintaining the ancient good 
correspondence and friendship between the said 
parties, I Nicholas Frog do solemnly engage and 
promise to keep peace in John Bull's family; that 
neither his wife, children, nor servants give him 
any trouble, disturbance, or molestation what- 
soever, but to oblige them all to do their duty 
quietly in their respective stations; and whereas 

* a treaty which had been concluded by the lord Townshend 
at the Hague between the queen and the states in 1709, to 
Mcuring the FrotCBtant succession, and for settling a barrier f« 
Holland against Fraoce. And it was resolved, that several .arti- 
clea of this treaty were destructive to the trade and interest rf 
Great Britain, that lord TowDsbend had no authority to agree tc 
tiitair and that he and all those, who adrisedratilytng the treaty, 
were enemies (o their coiutry. -■ ,- 

die 
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the said John Bull, from the assured confidence 
he has in my friendship, has appoioted me exe- 
cutor of his last will and testament, and guardian 
to his children, I do undertake for me, my lieirs 
and assigns, to see the same duly executed and 
performed, and that it shall be unalterable in all 
its parts by John Bull, or any body else: for that 
purpose it shall be lawful and aUowable for me 
to enter his house at any .hour of the day or 
night; to break open bars, bolts, and doors, 
chests of drawers, and strong boxes, in order to 
secure the peace of my friend John Bull's family, 
and to see his will duly executed. 

II. In consideration of which kind neigh- 
bonrly office of Nicholas Frog, in that he hais 
been pleased to accept of the aforesaid trust, I 
John Bull having duly considered, that my friend 
Nicholas Frog at this time lives in a marshy soil 
and unwholesome air,, infested with fogs and 
damps destructive of the health of himself, wife, 
and children; do bind and oblige me, my heir» 
and assigns, to purchase for the said Nichohw 
Trog with the best and readiest of my cash, bonds, 
mortgages, goods, and chattels, a landed estate^ ' 
with parks, gardens, palaces, rivers, fields, and 
outlets, consisting of as large extent as the said 
Nicholas Frog shall think fit. And whereas the 
said Nicholas Frog is at present hemmed in too 
close by the grounds of Lewis Baboon, master of 
the science of defence, I the said John Bull do 
oblige myself, with the readiest of my cash, to 
purchase and enclose the said grounds, for as 
many fields and acres as the said Nicholas'shall 
' ttiiplc fit: to the intent that, the said Nicholas 
' J » n>*7 

L;,<ri.^.^^.vCoOglc 
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may have free egress and regress, without let or 
molestatioD, Juitable to the demands of himself 
and family. ■ 

III. Furthermore the said Jc^n Bull obliges- 
himself to make the country neighbours of Ni- 
cholas Frog allot a certain part of yearly rents 
to pay for the repairs of the said landed estate, 
to the intent that hi» good friend Nicholas Frog 
may be eased of all charges. 

IV. And whereas the said Nicholas Frog did 
contract with the deceased lord Strutt about cer- 
tain liberties, privileges, and immunities, for- 
merly in the possession of the said John Bull: I 
the said John Bull do freely by these presents 
renounce, quit and make oVer to the said Nicho- 
las, the liberties, privileges, and immunities con- 
tracted for, in as full a manner, as if they never 
had belonged to jne. 

V. The said John Bull obliges himself, his 
heirs, and assigns, not to sell one rag of broad 
or coarse cloth to any gentleman within the 
neighbourhood of the said Nicholas, except in 
such quantities and such rates, as the said Nicho- 
las shall think fit. 

Signed and sealed, 

JOHN BULL. 
NIC. FROG. 

[The reading of this paper put Mrs. Bull in such 
a passion, that she fell downright into a fit, 
and they were forced to give her a good quan- 
tity of the spirit of hartshorn :.before she re- 
covered.] ,\\ : ; 
D. DiMOi^ ^ 

c,q,.,=cd-'='iCapg[c: '' ■» 
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D. Diego. Why in such a passion, cousin? 
considering your circumstances at . that time, I 
don't think this such an unreasonabEe contract. 
You see Frog,. for all this, is religiously true to 
his bargain; he scorns to hearken to any com- 
position without your privacy. 

Mrs. Bull. You know the contrary.* Read 
that letter. 

[Reads the superscription.] 

Fop Lefl^8 Baboon, master of fhe npbie science of 
Offence. 

SIR, 

I UNDERSTAND, that you are at this time 
treating with my friend John Bull about restor- 
ing the lord Strutt's custom, and besides allowing 
him certain privileges of parks and fish-ponds; X 
wonder how you, that are a man that knows the 
worH, can talk with that simple fellow. He has 
been my bubble these twenty years, and to my 
certain knowledge understands no more of his 
own affairs than a child in swaddltng-clothes. I 
know he has got a sort of a pragmatical silly jade 
of a wife, that pretends to take him out of my 
hands: but you and she both will find yourselves 
mistaken; I'll find those that shall manage her; 
and for him he dares as well be hanged as make 
one step in his affairs without my consent. If you 
will give me what you promised him, I will make 
all things easy, and stop the deeds of ejectment 
, against lord Strutt: if you will not take what fot- 
' lows. I shall have ftgQod action against you, for 

. . * la the mean tiqie tbe Dutch were sectcti/ n^gocbttog with 
|-.:Bi»nce. 

'Y9fci.xyiii. pretending 
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pretending to rob me of my bubble. Take tliU 
warning from, 

Your loving friend, 

NIC. FROG. 

I am told, cousin Diego, you are one of those 
that have undertakea' to manage me, and that 
you have said you will carry a green bag your- 
self, rather than we shall make an end of our 
lawsuit: I'll teach them and you too to manage. 

D. Diego. For God's sake, madam, why so 
choleric? I say this letter js some forgery; it 
never entered into the head of that honest man, 
Nic. Frog, to do any such thing. 

Mrs. Bull. I can't 'abide you : you have been 
railing these twenty years at esquire South, Frog, 
and Hocus, calling them rogues and pickpockets, 
and now they are turned the honestest t'ellows in 
the world. What is the meaning of aU this? 

D. Diego. Pray tell nie how you came to em- 
ploy this sir Roger in your affairs, and not think 
of your old friend Diego? 

Mrs Bull. So, so, tliere it pinches. To tell 
you truth, 1 have employed sir Roger in several 
weighty affairs, and have found him trusty and 
honest, and the poor man always scorned to take 
a farthing of nie. I have abundance that profess 
great zeal, but they are damnable greedy of the 
pence. My husband and I are now in such cir- 
cumstances, that we must be served upon cheaper 
terms than we have been. 

D. DiBGO. Well, cousin, I find I can do no' 
good with you; 1 am sorry that you wiU '""^ 
yourself by trusting this sir Roger. 



I 
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CHAP. XVI. 

how the guardians of thi deceased urs. 
bull's three daughters camb to johk, and 

WHAT ADVICE T-llY GAVE HIM J WHEREiN ARE 
BRlfcFLY TREaTZD the CHARACTERS OF THE 
THREE DAUGHTeltS: ALSO JOHN BULl's ANSWER 
TO THE THREE GUARDIANS.* 

I TOLD yon in a former cliapter, that Mrs. 
Bull, before she departed this life, had blessed 
John with three daughters. I need not her« 
repeat their names, neither would I willingly 
use any scancialims reflections upon young ladies, 
whose reputations ought to be very tenderly 
handled; but the characters of these were so 
well known in the neighbourhood, that it is 
doing them no injury to make a short description 
of them. 

The eldest was a termagant, imperious, pro- 
digal, lewd, profligate wench, as ever breathed :f 
she used to rantlpole about the house, pinch the 
children, kick the servants, and torture the cats 
and the dogs; she would rob her father's strong 
box, for. money to give the young fellows that 
she was fond of: she had a noble air, and some- 
thing great in her mien, hut such a noisome 
infectious breath, as threw all the servants that 
dressed her intp consumptions; if she smelt to 

* The debfltei ip parliament were, howcvcrj itUt contioued. 
-f Poiama, Vfar, 
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the freshest nosegay, it would shrivel and wither 
as it had been blighted: she used to come home 
in her cups, and break the china and the look- 
ing-glasses; and was of such an irregular tenn- 
per, and so entirely given up to her passion, 
that you might argue as well with the north 
wind, as M'ith her ladyship: so expensive that 
the income of three dukedoms was not enough 
to supply her extravagance. Hocus loved her 
best, believing her to be his own, got upon the 
body of Mrs. Bull. 

The second daughter,* horn a year after her 
sister, was a peevish, froward, ill-conditioned 
creature as ever was, ugly as the devil, lean, 
haggard, pale, with saucer eyes, a sharp nose, 
and hunchbacked : , but active, sprightly, and 
diligent about her affairs. Her iH coniplexioa . 
wa^ occasioned by her bad diet, which was cof- 
fee, morijing, noon, and night: she nevier rested 
quietly abed; hut used to disturb the whole fa- 
mily with shrieking out in her dreams, and 
plague them next day with interpreting ^hem, 
fpr she took them all for gospel: she would cry 
out murder, and disturb the whole neighbour- 
hood; and when John came running down stairs, 
to inquire what the matter was; nothing, for- 
sooth, only her maid had stuck a pin wrong in 
her gown: she turned away one servant for put- 
ting too much oil in her salad, and another for 
putting toolittle salt in her water-gruel; but such, 
as by flattery had procured her esteem, she would' 
indulge in the greatest crime. Her f£|ther had 

" DiseoTtTia, Faction.^ 
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two coachmen ; when one was on the coachbox, 
if the coach swung but the least to one side, she 
used to shriek so loud, that all the street con- 
cluded she was overturned ; but though the other 
was eternally drunk, and had overturned the 
whole family, she was very angry with her father 
for turning him away. Then she used to carry 
tales and stones from one to another, till she had 
set the whole neighbourhood together by the 
ears; and this was the only diversion she took 
pleasure in. She never went abroad, but she 
brought home such a' bundle of monstrous lies, 
as would have amazed any mortal but such as 
knew her: of a whale that had swallowed a fleet 
of ships; of the lions being let out of the Tower 
to destroy the protestant religion; of the pope's 
being seen at a brandy shop at Wapping; and of a 
prodigious strong man, that was going, to shove 
down the cupola of St Paul's; of three millions 
of five pound pieces, that esquire South had 
found under an old wall; of blazing stars, fly- 
ing dragons, and abundance of such stuff. All 
the servants in the family made high court to 
her, for she domineered there, and turned out 
and in whom she pleased ; only there ■waS an old 
grudge between her and sir Roger, whom she 
mortally hated, and used to hire fello-.vs to 
squirt kennel water upon him, as he passed along 
the streets; so that he was forced constantly to 
wear a surtout of oiled cloth, bj' which means 
he came home pretty clean, except where the 
surtout was a little wanty. 

As for the third,* she was a thief, and a com- 

* Viuria, Usury, 

.,-■ ft 3 , ■ mon 
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mon mercenary prostitute, and that without' any 
solicitation from nature, for she owned she had 
no enjoyment. She had no respect of persons; a 
prince or a porter was all one, according as they 
paid ; yea, she would leave the finest gentleman 
in the world, to go to an ugly pocky fellow for 
sixpence more. In the practice of her profession 
she had amassed vast magazines of all sorts of 
tilings; she had above five hundred suits of fine 
clothes, and yet went abroad like a cinderwench; 
she robbed and starved all the servants, so that 
nobody could live near her. 

So much for John's three daughters, whicb 
you wilt say were rarities to be fond of: yet na- 
ture will show itself; nobody could blame their 
relations for taking care of them: and therefore 
it was that Hocus, with two other of the guar- 
dians, thought it their duty to take care of the 
interest of the three girls, and give John their 
best advice before he compounded the law-suit. 

Hocus. What makes you so shy of late, my 
good friend? There is hobody loves you better 
than I> nor has taken more pains in your affairs: 
as I hope to be saved, I M'ould do any thing to 
serve you; I would crawl upon all four to serve 
you; I have spent my health and paternal estate 
in your service. I have indeed a small pittance 
left, with which I might retire, and with as good 
a conscience as any man : but the thoughts of 
this disgraceful composition so touches me to the 
quick, that I cannot sleep ; after I had brought 
the cause to the last stroke, that one verdict 
more had quite ruined ol^ Lewis and lord Strutt, 
and put you in the quiet possession of every, tbuig; 
^, -then 
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t^en to Compound, I cannot bear il 

was my fiivourite, I had set my 

it is like an only child ; I cannot en 

miscarry;' for God's sake consider 

a dismal condition old Lewis is bn 

at an end of ^all his cash; his al 

hardly one trick left ; they are at 

their chicane; besides, he has bot 

and his daily bread now upon trui 

only one term longer, and I'll wan 

fore the nex!:, we, shall have him 

111 bring him to the pillory; his ( 

for his perjuries. For the love c 

compound : let me be damned ii 

friend in the world, that loves you 

there is nobody can say I am cove 

I have any interest to pursue, but 3 

2d Guardian. There is nothin 

that this Lewis has a design to ruin 

bouring tradesmen; and at this tim 

a prodigious income by his trade 

■ that if there is not some stop put 

tart riches, he wilt monopolize eve 

body will be able to sell a yard 

mercery-ware but himself. I thei 

viseable, that you continue the 

burst faim at once. My concern 1 

poor motherless children obliges me 

this advice: for their estates, poor.j 

upon the success of this caOse. 

3d Guardian. I own this writ 
has cost dear'; but then consider 
Veil worth the purchasing at the pv 
ba^v None but Mr. Bull's declare 
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say, he has any other security for his clothing 
trade but the ejectment of lord Strutt, The 
only question then that remains to be decided, 
is, who shall stand the expenses of the suit? To 
which the answer is as plain ; who but he, that 
is to have the advantage of the sentence ! When 
esquire South has got possession of his title and 
honour, is not John Bull to be his clothier? Who, 
then, but John ought to put him in possession? 
Ask but any indifferent gentleman, who ought to 
bear his charges at law? and he will readily an- 
swer, his tradesmen, I do therefore affirm, and 
I will go to death with it, that, being his clothier, 
you ought to put him in quiet possession of his 
estate, and with the. same generous spirit you 
have begun it, complete the good work. If you 
persist in'the bad measures you are now in, what 
must become of the three poor orphans? My 
heart bleeds for the poor girls. 

John Bull. You are all very eloquent per- 
sons; but give me leave to tell you, you express 
a great deal more concern for the three girls 
than for me; I think my interest ought to be 
considered in the first place. As for you, Hocus, 
I can't but say you have managed my lawsuit 
with great address, and much to my honour; 
and though I say it, you have been well paid for it, 
Why inust the burden be taken off Frog's-back, 
and laid upon my shoulders? He can drive 
about his own parks and fields in his gilt chariot, 
when 1 have been forced to mortgage my e-state: 
his note will go further th,^'niy -bond. Is it not 
matter of fact, that, from the richest tradesman 
in all the country, I am reduced to' beg and bofirow; 
.- •* J - ffom 
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from scriVeneris and usurers, that suck the heart, 
blood, aud guts out of me? and what is ail this 
for? Did you like Frog's countenance better 
than mine? Was not I your old friend and re- 
■lation ? Have I not presented you nobly ? Have 
I not clad your whole family? Have you not 
had a hundred yards at a time of the finest cloth 
in my shop? Why must the rest of the trades- 
men be not only iudemnified from charges, but 
forbid to go on with their own business, and 
what is more their concern than mine? As to 
holding out this term, I appeal to your own con- 
science, has not that been your constant dis- 
course these six years, " one term more, and 
old Lewis goes to pot." If thou art so fond'of 
my cause, be generous for once, and lend me a 

■ brace of thousands. Ah Hocus! Hocus ! I know 
thee; not a sous to save me from gaol, I trow. 
I<ook ye, gentlemen, I have lived with credit in 
the world, and it grieves my heart, never to stir 
out of my doors, but to be pulled by the sleeve 
by some rascally dun or other: " Sir, remember 
my bill: there's a small -concern of a thousand 
pounds, I hope you think on't, sir." And to 
have these usurers transact my debts at coffee- 
houses, and alehouses, as if I were going to 
break up shop. Lord! that ever the rich, the 
generous John Bull, clothier, the envy of all 
his neighbours, should be brought to com- 
pound his debts for five shillings in the pound: 
and to have his name in an advertisement for a 
statute, of bankrupt- The thought of it makes 

■ me mad.' I have -read somewhere in the Apocry- 
pha^' that one, should "-not consult with a wo- 

' ■ ■. " ' ■• f-" " man, 
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man, touching her of whom she is jealous; nor 
with a merchant concerning exclmnge ; nor with 
a buyer, of selling; nor with an unmerciful man 
of kindness, &c." I could have added one 
thing more, " nor with an attorney, about com- 
pounding a lawsuit." The ejectment of lord 
Strott will never do. The evidence is crimp; 
the witnesses swear backward and forward, and 
contradict themselves; and his tenants stick by 
him. One tells me that I must carry on my suit, 
because Lewis is poor; another, because he is , 
still too rich: whom shall I believe? I am sure of 
one thing, that a penny in the purse is the best 
friend John can have at last; and who can say 
that this wilt be the last suit I shall be engaged 
inP Besides, if this ejectment were practicable, 
is it reasonable, that when esquire South ia los- 
ing his money to sharpers and pickpockets, go- 
ing about the country with fiddlers and buffoons, 
and squandering his income with hawks and 
dogs, I should lay out the fruits of my honest 
industry in a lawsuit for him, only upon the 
hopes of beitig his clothier? And when the cause 
is over, I shall not have the benefit of my pi-oject 
for want of money to go to market. Look ye, 
gentlemen, John Bbll is but a plain man; but 
John Bull knows wben.he is ill "used. I know the 
jnfirmityof our family ; we are apt to play the boon 
companion, and throw away our money in our 
cups: but it was an unfair thing in you, gentle- 
men, to take advantage of my weakness, to keep 
a parcel of roaring bu^i^s^abtiut me d%y. &tid 
night, with huzzas antJ'|Suntingh6ros,*&nd-ring-. 
ing the changes on butclvers cleavers, iieve'r^let 

■ .■;■■ 'r::.::^-j'-'^' 
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me cool, and malte me set my hand to papers 
when I could hardly hold my pen. There will 
come a day of reckoning for alt that proceeding. 
In the mean time, gentlemen, I beg you will let 
me into my affairs a little, and that you would 
not grudge me the small remainder of a very 
great estate. 



CHAP. XVII. 



ESQUIEE SOUTH'S MESSAGS AND LETTBK TO 

UBS. BULL. 

THE arguments used by Hocus and the rest of 
the guardians had hitherto proved insufficient:* 
John and his wife could not be persuaded to bear 
the expense of esquire South's law-suit. They 
thought it reasonable, that since he was to have 
the honour and advantage, he should bear the 
greatest share of the charges ; and retrench what 
he lost to sharpers, and spent* upon country- 
dances and puppet-plays, to apply it to that use. 
This was not very grateful to the esquire; there- 
fore, as the last experiment, he resolved to send 
signior BeoeDato,f master of his foxhounds, to 
Mrs. Bull, to try what good he could do with 
her. Thia stgnior Benenato had all the qualities 

* But es all attempts of tbc party to precli^e the treaty were 
iocfiectua), and complqiiifii were made of the deficiencies of the 
bouse of Aflistria, the Archduke 'if nt a message and lettei 
t bypriiJrfEugeriej urgibg^'^^continuance of the war, and 
' oScting to bear a prMortion' bf the expcote. 
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of a fine gentleman, that were fit to charm a 
lady 'g heart ; and if any person in the world could 
have persuaded her, it was he. But such was her 
unshaken fidelity to her husband, and the con- 
stant purpose of her mind to pursue his interest, 
that the most refined arts of gallantry that were 
practised could not seduce her heart. The neck- 
laces, diamond crosses, and rich bracelets that 
were offered, she rejectetl with the utmost scorn 
and disdain. The music and serenades that were 
given her, sounded more ungrateful in her ears 
than the noise of a screedi-owl; however, she 
received esquire South 's letter by the hands of 
signior Benenato with that respect that became 
his quality. The copy of the letter is as follows, 
in which you will observe he changes a little his 
usual style. 



The writ of ejectment against Philip Baboon, 
(pretended lord Strutt) is just ready to pass : 
there want but a few necessary fomis, and a 
verdict or two more, to put me in quiet pos- 
session of my honour and estate: I question not 
but that, according to your wonted generosity 
and goodness, you will give it the finishing 
stroke; an honour that I would grudge in any 
body but yourself. In order to ease you of some 
part of the charges, I promise to furnish pen, 
ink, and paper, provided you pay .for the stamps. 
Besides, I have order^^^„ste\^rds to'pay, out 
of the readiest and best' ofiaiy rents, five pounds 
-■■*., ■ , . ten 
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ten shillings a year,-^ till my suit is finished. I 
wish you health and happiness, being, with due 
respect, 

Madam, 

Your assured friend, 

SOUTH. 

What answer Mrs. Bull returned to his letter 
you shall know in my Second Part, only they 
were at a pretty good distance in their proposals; 
for as esquire South only offered to be at the 
charges of pen, ink, and paper, Mrs. Bull refused 
any more than to lend her barge,* to carry his 
counsel to Westminster-hall. 



* This proportion was, however, thought to he lo inconiidcrablc, 
that the letter produced no other effect, ihan the convojof the 
fbrcci bj the Eoglish £eet to Sarcelona. 
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THE PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 

THE world 13 much indebted to the famous sir 
Humphry Polesvorth forhia ingenious and impar- 
tial account of John fi.uirs kiwsuit; yet there is 
just cause of complaint against him, in that he 
relates it only by parcels, and won't give u» the 
whole woik : this forces me, who am only the 
publisher, to bespeak the assistance of his friends 
and acquaintance, to engage him to lay aside 
that stiDf^y humour, and gratify the curiosity of 
the public at once. He pleads in excuse, that 
they are only private memoirs, written for his own 
use, in a loose style, to serve as a help to his or- 
dioary conversation.* I represented to him the 
good reception the First Part had met with ; 
that though calculated only. for the meridian of 
(JrajK^.treet^ it was yet taken notice of by the 

* l4» ~«^>^^ of sir- Hui^p^ can only relate to the Second 
Part, OE ■*}qV*-of'"tl« biiSajT. VStp. tbc Frcfece to the Firrt 
Part. ^. ' '** ■• * ■' .-; 
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better sort ; that the world was now sufficiently 
acquainted with John Bull, and intei^ested itself 
in his concerns. He answered, with a smile, 
that he had indeed some trifling things to impart, 
that concerned John Bull's relations and domesUc 
affairs; if these would satisfy me, he gave me 
free leave to make use of them, because they 
would serVe to make the history of the lawsuit 
more intelligible. When I had looked over the 
manuscript, I found likewise some further account 
of the composition: which perhaps may not be 
unacceptable to . such as have read the former 
part. 



CHAP. I. 

^ ■ THE CHAHACTER OF JOHN BULL's UOTHEB.* 

JOHN bad a mother, whom he loved and 
■ honoured extremely, a discreet, grave, sober, 
good conditioned, cleanly old gentlewoman as 
..ever lived ; she was none of your crossgraincd, 
termagant, scolding jades, that one had as good 
be hanged as live in the house with, such as are 
alwaysl.censuring the conduct, and telling scan- 
dalous stories of their neighbours, extolling their 
own good qualities, and undervaluing those of 
others. On the cqptrary, she,^W4s of a meek 
spirit, and as she was strictly ^.irtUQUs hetse^"-so 
she always put the beat construction upon the 

'y ^' ■-■ "s. '■■<■ ;* *"; H'ords 
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words and actions of her neighbours, except 
■where they were irreconcilable to the rules of ■ 
honesty and decency. She was neither one of 
your precise prudes, nor one of your fantastical 
old belles, that dress themselves like girls of fif- 
teen : as she neither wore a ruif, forehead cloth, 
nor high crowned hat, so she had laid aside fea- 
thers, flowers, and crimped ribands, in her head- 
dress, furfaelow-scarfs and hoop-petticoats. She 
scorned to patch and paint, yet she loved to keep 
her hands and her face clean. Though she wore 
no flaunting laced ruffles, she would not keep 
herself in a constant sweat with greasy flannel : 
though her hair was not stuck with jewels, she 
was not ashamed of a diamond cross; she was 
not like some ladies, hung about with toys and 
trinkets, tweezer- eases, pocket-glasses, and es- 
sence-bottles; she used only a gold watch and 
an almanack, to mark the hours and the holi- 
days. 

Her furniture was neat and genteel, well fan- 
cied with a bon goust. As she affected not the 
grandeur of a state with a canopy, she thought 
there was no offence in an elbowchair ; she had 
laid aside your carving, gilding, and japanwork, 
as being too apt t6 gather dirt; but she never 
could be prevailed upon to part with plain wain- 
scot and clean hangings. There are some ladies, 
that affect to smell a slink in every thing; they 
are\always highly perfumed, and continually 
hTurn^^-.frat^nceBSe in their rooms; she was 
abovfii'sucjr.hffecta^ioii^ ypt.she never would lay 
aside tlvB W<^^f 'bfotfinS^afe^ti'sorubiung-bruiihes, 
-*■';■■- |i.-\-K;S-- ' ■■_, ** and 
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and scrupled not to lay her linen iji fregh la- 
vender. 

She was no less genteel in her behaviour, veil- 
bred, without affectation, in the ^y.e mciin be- 
tween one of your affected curt'sying piepss of 
formality, and your romps that hftve po regard 
to the common rules of civility. There are some 
ladies that affect a mighty regard for thejr rela-r 
tious; We must not eat to-day, for my uncle 
Tom, or my cousin Betty, died this, time ten 
years ; Ixt's have a ball to- night, it i? my neigh- 
bour such-a-one's birthday. She looked upoi) 
all this as grimace ; yet she constantly observetj 
her husbaods birthday, her weddingday, and 
gome few more. 

Though she was a truly good woman, and bad 
a sincere motherly love for her son John, yet 
there wanted not those who endeavoured to 
create a misunderstanding between them, aorf 
they had so far prevailed wilh him once, that he 
turned her out of doora,* to his great sorrow, as 
he found afterward, for his affairs went oa at 
sixes and sevens. 

%e was no less judicious in the turn of her con- 
versation and choice of her studies, in which she 
far exceeded all her sex: your ra^es that hate 
the company of all sober, grave gentlewomen, 
would bear hers ; and she would, by her hand- 
some manner of proceeding, sooner reclaim them 
than some that were more sfluf.aod reserved! 
she was a zealous preacher op of ^hastj^Janil 
conjugal fidelity iti wivea,^ and by nq.means a 

. *-.■ ■-'*^. ,-v^-,-.. '. ^■'^'? friend 
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{tkti^ t6 ih6 fi6V-fiffigled doctrine of the iadi8<>> 
ptmi^ie duty of (iuckoldont: though she aO^ 
v^nced' her opinioDs with a becpming assur&nc(!j 
yet she never u^ered thfem in, as some positive 
Creatures Irill do, with dogifi&tical assortloH^j 
Tfiis is infallible; I cannot lie mistaked; nonft 
hat a ragae Can defiy it. It haSibJMW ot»«rved 
tbat such people are ofteiiCr in the wrong than 
any body. 

Though she bad a thousand good qualities, she 
was not \rithout Iwr faults; ambng which, one 
itiight pe¥hap8 reckon too great lenity to' hfir ser- 
vants, to whom she always gave good counsel, 
but often too -gentle correction. ( thought' I 
could not say less of Johd Bull's mother, becau^ 
she bears a part >A the followiirg transactions. 



CHAP. ir. . 

THE CHARACTER OF JOHN BULL's SISTER PEG,* 
WITH THE QUARRELS THAT , HAPPENBD BE- 
TWEEN MASTER AND MISS IN THEIR CHILD- 
HOOD. 

JOHN had a sister, a poor girl that had been 
Starved at nufse; any body would have guessetl 
miss to have be,en bred up under the influence of" 
agfiiej step-dtinie, and John to be the fondling of 
a.teader mother, John looked ruddy and pluiiij>, 
witha pairof cheaksFike itirumpeter; miss looked 

--' >jr-' ;^ ^ ,;. ■ ■ 

^■-.-■* XBc naliqD and pfautcfi d^StollaoJ. H. 

' '■■^-- ■, a S ■ ■" ^ . pale 
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pale and. wan, as if she had the grwn sicknessT 
and no wonder, for John was the darling, he had 
alJ the good bits, was crammed with good pullet, 
chicken, pig, goose, and capon, while miss had 
only a 4tttle oatmeal and waterj or a dry crust 
without butter. John had his golden pippins^ 
peaches, and nectarines ; poor miss a crab apple, 
^loe, or. a blackberry. Master lay in the best 
apartment, with hia bedchamber toward the south 
can. Miss Iddged in a garret, exposed to the 
north wind, which ahrivelled her countenance; 
however, this usage, though it stunted the girl 
in her growth, gave her a hardy constitution ; 
she had life and spirit in abundance, and knew 
vhen she was ill used: now and then she would 
seize upon John's commons, snatch a leg of a 
pullet, or a bit of good beef, for which they 
were sure to go to fisty-cuiFs. Master was in- 
deed too strong for her; but miss would not 
yield in the least point, but even when master 
had got her down, slie would scratch and bite like 
a tiger; when he gave her a cuff on the ear, she 
would prick him with her knitting-needle, John 
brought a great chain one day to tie her to the 
bedpost, for which affront miss aimed a penknife 
at his heart.* In short, these quarrels grew up 
to roQted aversions ; they gave one another nick- 
names : she called him Gundyguts, and he called 
her LoH6y i'cg; though the girl was a tight clever 
wench as any was, and through Jber pale looks 

• ^'enr7\^^, to wiite ihc twp kingdoma'under wie wre- 
rrigii, offerer^ bis (biighier. Miry to -Janaei V. aEScotlaad'}- this 
offfH- was r^Oed, and followed bg,^ war r to tbi^ev^^ pcobably 
the auifaor allude*; R["*-^' " '' ■'•-■^/''' 
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you might discern spirit and vivacity, which 
made her not, indeed, a perfect beauty, but 
something that was agreeable. It was barbarous 
in parents not to take notice of these early quar- 
rels, and make them live better together, such 
domestic feuds proving afterward the occasion of 
misfortunes to them both. Peg had, indeed, 
some odd humours, and comical antipathies, for 
which John would jeer her. " What think ymi . 
of my sister Peg," says he, " that faints at the 
sound of an organ, and yet will dance and frisk 
at the noise of a bagpipe r" " What's that to you, 
Guudyguts (quoth Peg), every body's to choose 
their own music." Then Peg had taken a fancy 
not to say her Pater-notter, which made people 
imagine strange things of her. ■ Of the three bro- 
thers, that have made such a clutter in the world, 
lord Peter, Martin, and Jack, Jack had of late 
been her inclinations : * lord Peter she detested ; 
nor did Martin stand mudi better in her good 
graces ; but Jack hath found the way to her 
heart. I have often ailmired, what charms she 
discovered in that awkward booby, till I talked 
with a person that was acquainted with the 
intrigue, who gave me the following account 
of it. 

• tme of pretb^tory. H. 
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CHAP. HI. 



JACK t CHABUS, OR THE METHOD BT WHICH RE 
GAINED peg's HEAET.* 

IN the first place, Jack was a rery young fW- 
lov, by much the youngest of the three brothers, 
and people, tmleed, wondered bow -such a young 
upfitart jackanapes should grow so pert and saucy, 
and take so much upon him. 

Jack bragged of grejrter abilities than other 
4nen; he was well gifted, as he pretended; I 
need not tell you what secret inHuence that has 
upon the ladies. 

Jack had a most scandalous tongne, and per- 
suaded Peg that all mankind, beside himself, 
were poxed by that scarlet-faced whore signiora 
Bubonia.f " As for his brother, lord Peter, the 
tokens were evident on htm, blotches, scabs, and 
the corona: his brother Martin, though he was 
not quite so bad, had some nocturnal pains, which 
his friends pretended were only .scorbuticat; but 
he was sure it proceeded' from a worse cause.'* 
By such malicious insinuations he bad possessed 
the lady, that he was the only man in the world 
of a sound, pure, and untainted constitution : 
though there were some that stuck not to say, 
that signiora Bubonia and Jack raiteiJ at one ana-, 
theri only the better to hide an tfltngue ; aad 

" Charactw aft.iht pHSBbj^eftens.. H. V';-" '. 

t Thcwlnireof B^^{i,"-o*,lI«5P<^ H. '■''.- 



Aat Jack had been found vitk rigaioHi- nndiep 
bis cloak, carrying ber home in a dark 8tonn;f 
night 

Jack vaft a, prodigious ogler ; he vauM- ogle! 
you the outside of bis eye inward, and the white 
upward. 

Jack gave hisiMlf ont for a man of a great 
estate in the Fortunate Islatods; of which tbe 
sale property was vested in bis person : by (hi* 
triok he cheated abundance of poor people of 
small sums, pretending to make orer plantations 
in- tbe said hlands ; but when the poor wretches 
oame- diere with Jack's grant, they were beat, 
mocked, and turned ont. of doors. 

I told yon that Peg was whimsical, and loved 
any ^ing that was particular: in that way, Jack 
was ber man^ for he neither thought, spoke, dres- 
sed^ nm- acted like other mortals: he was for 
your bold strokes, be railed at fops, though he 
was hiniself the most affected in the world ; in- 
atead of the Common fashion, be would visit his 
mistress in a mourning cloak, band, short cufl^, 
and a peaked beard. He invented a way of com« 
tug into a-room backward, which, he said, show- 
ed more humility, and less affectation : where 
other people stood, he sat ; where they sat, he 
stood ; when he went to court, be used to kick 
away the state, and sit down by bis prince cheek 
by jple: Confound these states, says he, they are 
a modern invention : when he spoke to his prfnce, 
healways .turned his br-rcU ppon hint ; if he was 
advised to fast for.lii^~ health, he would eat roast 
beef; W be was allowed a. more plentiful diet, 
then he, would be -sute .tljaf day to live upon 
. \ '■ v ■ .' ' water- 
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mtergruel; he would cry at a wedding, laugh 
and make jests at a funeral. 

He was no less singular in his opinions ; you 
vpuld have burst your sides to hear him talk po- 
litics: *' All goveramfeqt," says he, " is founded 
upon the right distribution of punishments; de- 
cent executions keep the world in awe ; for that 
reason the majority of mankind ought to be 
banged every year. For example, I suppose the 
magistrates ought to pass an irretrievable sen- 
tence upon all blue-eyed children from (he cra- 
dle;* but that there may be some show of justice 
in this proceeding, these children ought to be- 
trained up by masters appointed for that {Purpose, 
. to all sorts of villainy ;t that they may deserve 
their fate, and the execution of them may serve 
as an object of terror to the rest of. mankind." 
As to the giving of pardons, he had this singular 
method, that when these wretches had the rope 
about their necks, it should be inquired, who be- 
lieved tliey should be hanged, and who not? if ^^^ 
first were to be pardoned, the last hanged out- 
right. Such as were once pardoned, were never 
to be hanged afterward for any crime whatso* 
ever. |j He had such skill in physiognomy, that 
he would pronounce peremptorily upon a man's 
face, That fellow, says he, do what he will, can't 
avoid hanging ; he has a hanging look. By the 
same art he would prognosticate a principality to 
a scoundrel. >.-. 

•- ■ ■• - .•■* " .'■:'- 

* At»olute predesli nation.-, ■' ,^f Beprobatloa. ■ .■ -, ^ 
; Saving faithi abdief that' one sballwrtainlybcsaied. 
H Election. ' . ' - ^ ■ ':" 



JOHN BULL. . t5\ 

He vas no less particular in the choice of hit 
studies; they rer» generally bent toward ex- 
ploded chimeras, the perpttunm mobile, the cir- 
cular shot, philosopher's stone, silent gunpov- 
der, making chains for fleas, nets for ftie^ and 
instruments to unravel cobw^a, and split hairs.* 

Thus, I think, I have given a distinct account 
of the methods he practised upoti^peg. Her 
brother would now and then ask her, " What a 
devil do'st thou see in that pragmatical coxcomb 
to make thee so In love with him? h? is a fit 
match for a tailor or a slioemaker's daughter, 
but not for yoii, that are "a gentlewoman," — 
" Fancy is free,"'quoth Peg: " I'll take my own 
way, do you take yours. I do not care for your 
flaunting beaus that gang with their breasts open, 
and their sarks over thcif waistcoats; that ac- 
cost me with set speeches out of Sidney's Arca- 
dia, or the Academy of Compliments. Jack is a. 
sober, grave, yeung man : though he has none 
of your studied harangues, his meaning is sin- 
cere; he has a great regard to his father's will; 
and he that shows himself a good son, will make 
a good husband ; besides, I know he has the origi- 
nal deed of conveyance to the Fortunate Islands ; 
the others are counterfeits." There is nothing 
so obstinate as a young lady in her amours; the 
more you cross her, the worse she is. 

* The leaTomg of the Probyteriani. H. 
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CHAP. IV. , 

|K>W .THB -JKELATIONS BECONCILBD JOHN A.ND 
. ntfl SI8TBK TBQf ANV KHAT EJLTDKN PSO UADI 

»& John's uessaok.* 

. JOHN BULL, otherwise a good-natured man, 
was very hardhearted to his sister Peg, chiefly 
from an aversion h^ had conceived in his in- 
fancy. While he flourished, kept a warm house, 
and drove a plentiful trade, poor Peg was forced 
to go hawking and pedling about the streets, sel- 
ling knives, scissars, and shoebuckles : now and 
then carried a basket of fish to the market ; sew- 
ed, spun, and knit for alivelihood, till her fingers- 
ends- were sere, and when she could not get bread 
for her family, she was forced to hire them out 
at joumeywork to her neighbours. Yet in these 
her poor circumstances she still preserved the 
air and miea of a gentlewoman, a certain decent 
pride, that extorted respect from the haughtiest 
of her neighbours; when she came iuto aiiy full 
assembly she would not yield the pas to the best 
of them. If one asked- her, are not you related 
to John Bull? " Yes>" says she, "he has the 
honour to be my brother." So Peg's affairs went, 
till alt the relations cried out shame upon John 
-for his barbarous usage of his own flesh and 
blood ; that it was an easy matter for him to put 
her in a creditably way of living, not.ortfy with- 
out hurt^ but with advantage to himself, bein^ 

* The treaty of UQioiib4(«een£n|^Dd and Scotland, H. 

»he 
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she WQS aoisdostrious persoe, and might be ser- 
Tiee«ble to him in his way <)f businefB, " H«a£ 
her, jade," qtfoth Johq ; " I can't endure her, as 
ioQg as she t^eeps that t&^caI Jack's cpinpany." 
Tbey told hiiT)> the way to reclaim her was to 
tal^ her into his ho^M ; that by conversativn the 
childish humotlre of their younger days-might bp 
worn oMt. These arguments were enforced by a 
certain incident. Jt happened that John was at 
^lat time about making hia will and entailing his 
estate,* the very same in which Nic. Frog is 
named executor. Now his sister Peg's nanjC 
being in the entail, he could not make a thorough 
settlement without her consent. There was, jn- 
deed, a malicious story went about, as if Johia's 
last wife had fallen in love with Jack fis he was 
eating custard on horseback : f that she per- 
suaded John to take his sister into the house, y^e 
better to drive on the intrigue with Jack, Con- 
cluding he would follow his mistress Peg. Alt I 
can infer from this story, is, that when one has 
got a bad character in the world, people will re- 
port and believe any thing of one, true or false. 
But to return to my story ; when Peg received 
John's message, she huffed and stormed like the 
devil: :t *' My brother John," quoth she, " is 

* The succctsion to the crown having been settled by act of 
parlianier.c in England, njxm the house of Hanover, and no inch 
act having paiv^ed in Scotland, then a Beparate kingdom, it vim ' 
-thought a proper time to complete the tuion which had been 
often aitempted>'3nd which was Tecoinmended to the Scots by 
■king William III. H. , 

■*^- -fSfiJomphry Edwin, a^ftesbjiterian, lord mayorof London. H. 

t "TJ^ Scots exprewed tl«r*an for the PreabytcriaB gowero- 

n^ti'abd o£ bein^ bm^eocd w>tht^ ^ngltsh national de^ta* 9- 

- .„',,, grown 
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There was no man ia the irorld less subject' to 
rancour tfaaa John Bull, coaaidering bow often hit 
goednature had been abused ; yet I don't know 
how, hut he was too a^t to hearken to tattling 
lie^le, that c^airied tales betlreeii him and his 
wter P^ on purpose to sow jealousies, and set 
them together by the ears. They say that there 
were SMne hardships put upon Peg, which had 
been better let alone ; but it was the business of 
good people to restrain the injuries on one side^ 
and moderate the resentments on the other; ^ 
good friend acts both parts ; the one without the 
other will not do. 

The purchase money of Peg's farm was ill paid ;* 
then Peg loved a little good liquor, and the ser- 
vants shut up the wine cellar ; for that Peg found 
a trick, for she made a faht key. f Peg's servants 
complained, that they were debarred from all 
mftDQer of business, and never suffered to touch 
the least thing within tbe house ;X if they offered 
to come into the warehouse, then straight went 
the yard slap over their noddle ; if they ventured 
Into the counting-room, a fellow would throw an 
iftkbottle at tbeir head; if they came into tbe 
best apartment, to set any thing there in order, 
tbey ivere saluted with a broom ; if they meddled 
with any tfiing in tbe kitchen, it was odds bnt 

* B^ tbe isth article of the tieatj of Udiod; it vas igreti 
that Scotland ihonld have id cquirateDt fer KVCial cutloois and 
excises to which ihc would become liable, aod thU eqiuraicnt wai 
not paid. H. ,j' 

f Bun wine. H. .,. ".,V. ■■ ' 

i By the teat act, ^sseoterg an cxdaded &»» placet and em- 
ployments. H. 

■ ■" «he 
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the cook laid them over the pate with a latjle ; 
one that would have got into the stables, was met 
by two rascals, who fell to work with him with a. ' 
brush and a-currycomb : some climbing up into 
the coachbox, were told that one of their com- 
panions had been there before that could not 
drive ; then slap went the long whip about their 
ears. 

Oa the other hand it was complained, that 
Peg's servants were always asking for drinkmo- 
ney;* that they had more than their share of 
the Christmas-box : to say the truth, Peg's lads 
bustled pretty hard for that ; for when they were 
endeavouring to lock it up, they got in their 
great £sts, and pulled out handfuls of half-crowns, 
shilliaga, and sixpences. Others in the scramble 
picked up guineas and broad-pieces. But there 
happened a worse thiug than all this ; it was com- 
plained that Peg's servants had great stomachs, 
and brought so many of their friends aud ac- 
quaintance to the table, that John's family was 
like to be eat out of house aud home. Instead 
of regulating this matter as it ought to be. Peg's 
yaung men were thrust away from the table; 
then there was the devil and all to do ; spoons, 
plates, and dishes, flew about the room like mad; 
and sir Roger, who was now major domo, had 
entJugh to do to quiet them. Peg said, this was 
contrary to agreement, whereby she was in all 
things to be treated like a. child of the family ; 
then she cRl|ed upon those, that had made her 
such ftiiriproiiilses, and-.undertook for her bro- 

* Endeavoured to get their sbare.of {^cei. H. 

VOL. xviii. .B, .;^:., .". *^er 

■■■■ ■■■ ■ " . ' ; '.■ .-[,. :...:,.,"Coog[c 



•U8 THB HIITOmr OF 

ther Jdlm*s good behaviour; but alas! to her 
£Ost she found, that they vere the first and rea- 
diest to do her the injury. John at last agreed 
to this regulation; that Peg's footmen might sit 
with bis book-keeper, journeymen and appren- 
tices : and Peg's better sort of servants might 
sit with his footmen, if they pleased.* 

Then they began to order plumporridge and 
mince-pies for Peg's dinner : Peg told them she 
had an aversion to that sort of food; that -upon 
forcing down a mess of it some years ago,'j' it 
threw her into a fit, . till she brought it up i^ain. 
Some alleged it was nothing but humour, that the 
same mess should be served up again for tapper, 
and breakfast next morning; others would have 
made use of a horn ; but the. wiser sort bid let her 
alone, and she might take to it of her own ac- 
cord. 



CHAP. VL 



THI C0NVEB8ATI01T BETWEEN JOHN BULL AND 
HIS WIP£. 

Mrs. Bull. THOUGH our affairs, honey, are 
in a bad condition, I have a better opinion of 
them, since you seem to be convinced of the 
ill course you have been in, and are resolved to 
submit to proper remedies. But when I consider 

''' Articlei o( Uaion, whereby ibey conM make a Scoti axo' 
moDW> bat not a lord, B peer. H. 
t iBUodncing c^KOpacf into Scotland, bj Juries I. H. 
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your ioiAeose debts, your foolish bargains, and 
the general disorder of your business, Z have a cu- 
riosity to knov what fate or chance has brought 
you into this condMon. 

J. BvLL. I wish you would talk of some other 
subject; the thoughts of it make me mad; our 
family must have their run. 

Mrs. Bull. But such a strange thing as this 
never happened to any of your family before : 
they have had lawsuits, but though they spent 
the income, they never mortgaged the stock.' 
Sure you' must have some of the Norman or the 
Norfolk Hood in you. Prithee give nie some 
account of these matters. 

J. Boll. Who could help it? There lives not 
such a fellow by bread as that old Levis Baboon: 
he is the most cheating contentious rogue upon 
the face of the earth. You must know, one day, 
as Nick Frog and I were over a bottle, making 
up an old quarrel, the old fellow would needs 
have us drink a bottle of his Champagne, and so 
one after another, till my friend Nic. and I, not 
being used to such heady stuff, got bloody drunk. 
Levis all the while, either by the strength of his 
brain, or flinching his glass, kept himself sober as 
a judge. " My worthy friends," quoth Lewis, 
" henceforth let us live neighbourly; I am as 
peaceable and quiet as a lamb, of my own tem- 
per, but it has been my misfortune to live among 
quarrelsome neighbours. There is but one thing 
can make yf fail out, and that is the inheritance 
of lord Strutt's estate;'! am content, for peace 
aake, to wave my right, and submit to any ejc- 
pedieht to prevent a laivsuit ,"C'I think an equal 
s 2 \ - division 

1 ",."■■ ■. 
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division will be the fairest way."* " Well movedt 
old Lewis," quoth Frog ; " and I hope my friend 
John here will not be refractory." At the same 
time he clapped me on the back, and slabbered 
me MI over from cheek to cheek, with his great 
tongue. " Do as you please, gentlemen," quoth 
I, " 'tis all one to John Bull." We agreed to 
part that night, and next morning to meet at the 
comer of lord Strutt's park-wall with our survey- 
ing instruments, which accordingly we did. Old 
Lewis carried a chain and a semicircle; Nic. pa- 
per, rulers, and a lead pencil ; and I followed at 
some' distance with a long pole. We began 6rst 
with surveying the meadow grounds; afterward 
we measured the corn-fields, close by close ; then 
we prooeeded to the wood-lands, the copper and 
tin mines-t All this while Nic. laid down every 
thing Exactly upon paper, calculated the acres and 
roods to a great nicety. When we had iinished 
the land, we were going to break into the house 
and gardens to take an inventory of hts plate, pic- 
tures, and other furniture. 
. Mrs. Boll. What said lord Strutt to all this ? 
' J. Bull. As we had almost iinished our con- 
cern, we were accosted by some of lord Strutt's 
servants; " Heyday! What's here? What a 
devil's the meaning of all these trangrams and 
gimcracks, gentlemen ? What in the name of 
wonder are you going about, jumping over my 
master's hedges, and running your lines across 
his gfTounds r If you are at any field pastime, you 

* A tfeaty for preserving the balance of power ia Europe, by 
X partition of the Spaniib dominioni, H. 
f The West iDiJics.' H. 

might 
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might have asked leave ; my master is a civil, 
wellbred person as any is." 

Mrs. Bull. What could you answer to this? 

J. Bull. Why truly my neighbour Frog and I 
were still hotheaded ; we told him his master was 
an old doating puppy, that minded nothing of his 
own business; that we were surveying his estate, 
' and settling it for him, since he would not do it 
himself. Upon this there happened a quarrel, but 
wcj being stronger than they, sent them away 
with a flea in their ear. They went home and 
told their master:* '* My lord,'* said they, 
" there are three odd sort of fellows going abont 
your grounds, with the strangest machines that 
ever we beheld in our life; I suppose they are 
going to rob your orchard, fell your trees, or 
drive away your cattle: they told us strange 
things of settling your estate : one is a lusty old 
fellow, in a black wig, with a black beard, ynth-> 
out teeth : there's another thick squat fellow, in 
trunk-hose: the third is a little long-nosed, thin 
man (I was then lean, being just come out oif a:fit 
of sickness). I suppose it is fit to send after 
them, lest they carry something away." 

Mrs. Bull. I fancy this put the old fellow in 
a rare tweague. 

J. Bull. Weak as he was, he called for his 
long toledo, swore and bounced about the room, 
" 'Sdeath ! what am I come to, to be affronted 
so by my tradesmen ? I kuow the rascals : my 
barber, clothier, and liuendraper dispose of my 

. * Tb\» partition of the king of Spain'i domiaioni wu made 
without his consent^ or even bii kDowlec^. H. 
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estate ! bring hither my blunderbuss. Ill Tar- 
rant ye, you shall see daylight through them. 
Scoundrels ! dogs I the scum of the earth ! Frog, 
that was my father's kitchen boy ! he pretend to 
meddle with my estate ! with my will! Ah poor 
Strutt ! what art thou come too at last ! Thou 
hast lived too long in the world, to see thy age 
and infirmity so despised : bow will the ghosts of - 
my noble ancestors receive these tidings ! They 
cannot, they must not sleep quietly in their 
graves." In shorl^ the old gentleman was car< 
ried off in a fainting fit; and, afiter bleeding in 
both arms, hardly recovered. 

Mrs. Bull, Really this was a very extraordi- 
nary way of proceeding : I long to hear the rest 
of it. 

J. Bull. After we had come back to the ta- 
vern, and taken t'other bottle of Champagne, we 
quarrelled a little about the division of the estate. 
Levis hauled and pulled the map on one side, and 
Frog anil 1 on the other, till we bad like to have 
torn the .parcfament to pieces. At last Levis 
pulled out a pair of great tailor's sheers, and clip- 
ped a comer for himself, which he said was a 
manor that lay convenient for him, and left Frog 
and me the rest to dispose of as we pleased. We 
were overjoyed to think Lewis was contented 
with so little, not smelling what was at the bot- 
tom of the plot. There happened, indeed, an in- 
cident that gave us some disturbance : a cunning 
fellow, one of my servants, two days after, peep- 
ing through the keyhole, observed that old Lewis 
had stole away our part of the, map, and saw him 
fiddling and turning the map from one corner to 
-, .' • th« 
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the other, trying to join the two pieces together 
again : he was muttering something to himself* 
which he did tiot well he^, only these worda^ 
" 'Tis great pity, 'tis great pity !" My servant 
added, that he believed this had some ill mean- 
ing. I told him he was a coxcomb, always pre- 
tending to he wiser than his companions: Lewis 
and I are good friends, he's an honest feHow, and 
I dare say will stand to his bargain. The sequel 
of the story proved this fellow's suspicion to he 
too well grounded; for Lewis revealed our whole 
secret to the deceased lord Strutt,* who, in re- 
ward to his treachery, and revenge to Frog and 
me, settled his whole estate upon the present 
Philip Baboon. Then we understood what he 
meant by piecing the map. 

Mrs. BvLL. And was you surprised .at this? ' 
Had not lord Strutt reason to be angry ? Would 
you have been contented to have been so used 
yourself? 

J. Bull. Why truly, wife, it was not easily re- 
conciled to the common methods; but then it 
was the fashion to do such, things. I have read 
of your golden age, your silver age, &c. : one 
might justly call this the age of lawyers. There 
was hardly a man of substance in all the country, 
but had a counterfeit that pretended to his estate.-f 
As the philosophers say, that there is a duplicate 
of every terrestrial animal at sea, so It was in this 
age of the lawyers, there was at least two of every 

* It is sospecled that the French king intended to take the' 
whole, and that he revealed the secret to the court of Spain, upon 
wbrch the will was made in favour of his grandson, H, 

■f- Several pretenders at that time. H. 
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thing ; nay, on my conscience, I think there were 
three esquire Hackums* at one time. In short, 
it was usual for a parcel of fallows to meet, and 
dispose of the whole estates in the country : 
" This lies convenient for me, Tom : thou woaldst 
do more 'good with that, Dick, than the old fel- 
low that has it." So to law they went with the 
true owfiers ; the lawyers got well by it ; every 
body else was undone. It was a common thing 
for an honest man, when he came home at night, 
to £nd another fellow domineering in his family, 
hectoring his servants, calling for supper, and 
pretending to go to bed to his wife. ' In every 
house you might observe two Socias quarrelling 
who was master. For my own part, I am still 
afraid of the same treatment, and that I should 
find somebody behind my counter, selling my 
broad cloth. 

Mrs. Bull. There is a sort of fellows, they call 
banterers and bamboozlers, that play such tricks ; 
but it seems these fellows were in earnest. 

J. ButL. I begin to think, that justice is a 
better rule than conveniency, for all some people 
make so slight of it. 

* Kings of Poland. ^, 
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=» CHAP. VII. 

or THE HARD SHIFTS MRS. BULL WAS PUT TO, 
TO PHKSSRVX THE MANOR OF BULLOCK's 

hatch; with bir soger's method to keep 

OFF importunate HUNS.* 

AS John Bull and his wife were talking toge- 
ther, they were surprised with a sudden knock- 
ing at the door. " Those wicked scriveners and 
lawyers, no doubt," quoth John ; and so it was : 
some asking for the money he owed, and others 
warning to prepare for the approaching term. 
•' What a cursed hfe do I lead !" quoth John. 
" Debt is like deadly sin : for God's sake, sir 
Roger, get me rid of the fellows." " I'll war- 
rant you," quoth sir Roger ; " leave them to 
me." And indeed it was pleasant enough to ob- 
serve sir Roger's method with these importunate 
duns; his sincere friendship for John Bull made 
him submit io many things for his service, which 
he would have scorned to have done for himself. 
Sometimes he would stand at the door with his 
long staff to keep off the duns, till John got out 

* After the dissolution of the parliament, the sinking roinislrf 

' endeavoured to support ihemselves by propagating a notion, that 
the public credit would soffer, if the lord treasurer Godolpbin 
was rcEnoved : the dread of this event produced it : ibe monied 
men began to sell tlieir shares in the bank } the governor, deputy 
governor, and two directon, applied to the queen to prevent tbo 
change : the alarm became general, and all the public funds gra- 
dually auDk. I^hapii, by Bullock's Hatch, the author meant the 
crown landi. H. 
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at the back-door. • When the lawyers and trades- 
men brought extravagant bills, sir Roger used to 
bargain beforehand for leave to cut off* a quarter 
of a yard in any part of the bill he pleased : he 
vore a pair of scissars in his pocket for this pur- 
pose, and would snip it oif so nicely as you can- 
not imagine. Like a trae goldsmith, he kept all 
your holidays; there was not one wanting in his 
calender: when ready money was scarce, he 
would set them telling a thousand pounds in six- 
pences, groats, and threepenny pieces. It would 
bave done your heart good to have seen him 
charge through an army of lawyers, attorneys, 
clerks, and tradesmen ; sometimes with sword in 
hand, at other times nuzzling like an eel in the 
mud. When a fellow stuck like a bur, that there 
was no shaking him oif, he used to be mighty in- 
quisitive about the health of his uncles and aunts 
in the country ; he could call them all by their 
names, for he knew every body, and could talk 
to them in their own way. The extremely im- 
pertinent he would send away to see some strange 
sight, as the dragon of Hockley in the Hole; or 
bid him call the thirtieth of next February. Now 
and then you would see him in the kitchen weigh- 
ing the beef and butter ;'[■ paying ready money, 
that the maids might not run a tick at the market ; 
and the butchers, by bribing them, sell damaged 
. and light meat. Another time he would slip into 
the cellar, and gauge the casks. In his leisure 
minutes, he was posting his books, and gathering 

* MaDDcrs of the earl of Oxford. H. 
f Some regulations as to the purveyance ia tiic ^udcii'i fa- 
taiij. H. o " ■ 

in 
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in his debts. Such frugal methods were neces- 
sary, where money was so scarce* abd duns so 
numerous. All this while John kept his credit, 
could show his head both at 'Change and West- 
minster-hall ; no man protested his bill, nor re- 
' fused his bond ; only the sharpers and the scrive- 
ners, the lawyers and their clerks, pelted sir Ro- 
ger as he went along. ' The squirters were at it 
with their kennel-water, for they were mad for 
the loss of their bubble, and that they could not 
get him to mortgage the manor of Bullock's 
Hatch. Sir Roger shook his ears, and nuzzled 
along, well satisfied within himself, that he was 
doing a charitable work, in rescuing an honest 
man from the elaws of harpies and bloodsuckers. 
Mrs. Bull did all that an affisctionate wife, and a 
good housewife, could do; yet the boundaries of 
virtues are indivisible lines; it is impossible to 
march up close to the frontiers of frugality, with- 
out entering the territories of parsimony. Your 
good housewives are apt to look into the minutest 
things; therefore some blamed. Mrs. Bull fornew 
heel-piecing of her shoes, grudging a quarter of 
a pound of soap and sand to scour the rooms;* 
but especially, that she would not allow her maids 
and apprentices the benefit of John Bunyan, the 
Ix)ndon Apprentice, or the Seven Champions in 
the black letter, t 

* Two great savbgs in the hoax of coramoni. H. 

t nestniDingtheliberLyof the press bj act of parliament. H, 
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CHAP. VIIL 

A. CONTINUATION OF THB CONVERSATION BE- 
TWEEN JOHN BULL AND HIS WIFE. 

Mrs. Bull. IT is a most sad life we lead, my 
dear, to he so teased, paying interest for old debts, 
and still contracting nev ones. However, I don't 
blame you for vindicating your honour, and chas- 
tising old Lewis : to curb the insolent, protect the 
oppressed, recover one's own, and defend what 
one has, are good effects of the law: the only 
thing I want to know is, how you came to make 
an end of your money, before you finished your 
suit. 

J. Bull. I was told by the learned, in the law, 
that my suit stood upon three firm pillars: more 
money for more law; more law for more money; 
and no composition. More money for more law, 
was plain to a demonstration ; for who can go to 
law without money ? and it was plain, that any 
man that has money, may have law for it The 
third was as evident as the other two; for what 
composition could be made with a rogue, that 
never kept a word he said. 

Mrs. Bull. 1 think you are most likely to get 
out of this labyrinth by the second door, by want 
of ready money to purchase this precious com- 
modity ; but you seem not only to have bought 
too much of it, but have paid too dear for what 
you bought ; else, how was it possible to run so 
much in debt, when at this very time, the yearly 
income 
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income of what is mortgaged to those usurers, 
would discharge Hocus's bills, and give you your 
bellyful of law for all your life, without running 
one sixpence in debt? You have been bred up 
to business; I suppose you can cipher: I wonder 
you never used your pen and ink. 

J. Bull. Now you urge me too far; prithee, 
dear wife, hold thy tongue. Suppose a young 
heir, heedless, raw, and unexperiencedj full of 
spirit and vigour, with a favourite passion, in the 
hands of moneyscriveners: such fellows are like 
your wiredrawing mills; if they get hold of a 
man's finger, they will pull in his whole body at 
last, till they squeeze the heart, bloodj and guts 
out of him.* When I wanted money, half a 
dozen of these fellows were always waiting in my 
iantichamber with their securities ready drawn. 
I was tempted with the ready; some farm or 
otiier went to pot. I received with one hand, and 
paid it away with the other to lawyers, that, like 
so many hell-hounds, were ready to devour me. 
Then rfie rogues would plead poverty, and scarcity 
of money, which always ended in receiving 
ninety for the hundred. After they had got 
possession of my best rents, they were able to 
supply me with my own money. But what was 
worse, when I looked into the securities, there 
was no clause of redemption. 

Mrs. Bull. No clause of redemption, say 
you ? that's hard. 

J. Bull. No great matter, for I cannot pay 
them. They had got a worse trick than that; 

* Methods of preyiDj upon the neceasitiei of the goveni- 
meot. H. 
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the same man bought and sold to himself, paid 
the money, and gaye the acquittance; the same 
man was butcher and grazier, brewer and butler, 
cook and poulterer. There is something still 
worse fhan all this; there came twenty bills upoa 
me at once, which I had given money to discharge; 
I was like to be pulled to pieces by brewer, 
butcher, and baker; even my herbwoman dun- 
ned me as I went along the streets. (Thanks to 
my friend sir Roger, dse I must have gone to 
gaol). When I asked the meaning of this, I 
was told, the money went to the lawyers ; coun- 
sel won't tick, sir; Hocus was urging: my book- 
keeper sat sotting all day, playing at put and all- 
fours: in short, by griping usurers, devouring 
lawyers, and negligent servants, I am brought to 
this pass. 

Mrs. Bull. This was hard usage! but, me- 
thinks, the least reflection might have retrieved 
you. 

J. £uLL. It is true : yet consider my circum- 
stances; my honour ^as engaged, and I did not. 
know how to get out; besides, I was for five years 
often drunk, always muddled ; they -carried me 
from tavern to tavern, to alehouse and brandy- 
shops, and brought me acquainted with such 
strange dogs !* " There goes the prettiest fellow 
in the world," says ojie, " for managing a jury; 
^make him yours. There's another can pick yoa 
up witnesses : serjeant such-a-one has a silver 
tongue at the bar." I believe in time I should 
have retained every single person within the inni 

* Hiring jtill more trtx^i. H, 

of 
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of court. The night after a trial I treated the 
lawyers, their M^ves, and daughters, with fiddles, 
hautboys, drums, and trumpets. I was always 
hotheaded; then they placed me in the middle, 
the attorneys and their clerks dancing about me, 
whooping and hollowing, *' Long live John fiull, 
the glory and support of the law." 

Mrs. Bull. Really husband you went through 
a very notable course. 

J. Bull. One of the things, that first alarmed 
me, vas, that they showed a spite against my 
poor old mother.* "Lord," quoth I, " what 
makes you so jealous of a poor, old innocent gen*- 
tlewoman, that minds only her prayers and her 
Practice of Piety: she never meddles in any of 
your concerns?" *'Foh," say they, "to see a 
handsome brisk, genteel young fellow, so much' 
governed by a doating old wonwn! why don't 
you go and suck the bubby? Deyou consider she 
keeps 3'ou out of a good jointure? She has the 
best of your estates settled upon her- for a rent- 
charge ; hang her, old thief, turn her out of 
doors, seize her land, and let her go to law if slie 
dares." "Soft and fair, gentlemen," quoth I; 
** my mother's my mother; our family are not of 
an unnatural temper. Though I don't take all 
her advice, I won't seize her jointure; long may 
she enjoy it, good woman ; I don't grudge it her ;, 
she allows me now and then a brace of hundreds 
for my lawsuit: that's pretty fair." About this 
time the old gentlewoman fell ill of an odd sort 
of a. distemperjf it began with a coldness and 

* BatliDga^inst the chutcli. H. 

t Caretetincst in forces and disclpllDe, H. 
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numbness in her limbs, which by degrees affected 
the nerves (I think thfc physicians called them) 
seized the brain, and at last ended in a lethargy. 
It betrayed itself at first in a sort of indifference 
and carelessness in all her actions, coldness to 
her best friends, and an aversion to stir or go 
about the common otfices of life. She, that was 
the cleanliest creature in the world, never shrunk 
now, if you set a closestool under her nose. She, 
that would sometimes rattle off her servants 
pretty sharply, now, if she saw them drink, or 
facardthem talk profanely, never took any notice 
of it. Instead of her usual charities to deserv- 
ing persons, she threw away her money upon 
jroaring, swearing bullies and beggars, ' that went' 
about the streets.* " What is the matter with 
the old gentlewoman," said every body, " she 
never used to do in this manner?" At last the 
distemper grew more violent, and threw her 
downright into raving fits:'!' in which she shriek- 
ed out so loud, that she disturbed the whole 
neighbourhood. In her fits she called upon one 
sir William: J "Oh! sir William, thou hast be- 
trayed me! killed me! stabbed me! 6old me to 
the cuckold of Dover-street ! See, see Clum 
with his bloody knife! seize him, seize him, stop 
him! Behold the fury .with her hissing snakes ! 
Where's my Son John ? Is he well, is he well? 
poor man ! I pity him;" and abundance more of 

* Disposing of some prefcrnienls lo libertines and unprin- 
cipled persons. H. 

+ The too»loleiic clamour about the danger of the churcb. H. 

{ Sir William, a chW name of sir Huinplify's for lord treasurer 
Godolphin. H. .-. 
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such strange stuff, that nobody could make any 
thing of, I knew little of the matter: for when 
I inquired about her health, the answer was, 
" that she was in a good moderate way." Phy- 
sicians were sent for in haste: sir Roger with 
great difficulty, brought Ratcliff; Garth came 
I upon the first message. There were several 
others called in; but, as usual upon such occa- 
sions, they differed strangely at the consultation. 
At last they divided into two parties, one sided 
with Garth, the other with Ratcliff.* Dr.GxRTH: 
This case seems to me to be plainly hysterical ; 
the old woman is whimsical.; it is a common 
thing for your old women to be so; I'll pawn my 
life, blisters, with the steel diet, will recover 
her." Others suggested strong purging, and 
letting of blood, because she was plethoric. Some 
went so far as to say the old woman was mad, 
and nothing would be better than a Uttle corpo- 
ral correction. Ratcliff; "Gentlemen, you 
are mistaken in this case ; it is plainly an acute 
distemper, and she cannot hold out three days, 
unless she is supported with strong cordials."- I 
came into the room with a good deal of con- 
cern, and asked them what they thought of my 
mother? " In nb manner of danger, I vow to 
Gad," quoth Garth ; " the old woman is hyste- 
rical, fanciful, sir, I vow to Gad." *' I tell you, 
* sir, says Ratcliff, " she cannot live three diys to 
an end, unless there is some very effectual course 
taken with her: she has a malignant fever." 
Then fool, puppy, and blockhead, were the best 

^ * Garth, the low church party j Batdiff, the high church 

\ party. H. ; • / 
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wprda ihey gare. I could hardly restrain tlum 
from.'tfarowing the inkbottles at one -aoother's 
heads. I forgot to tell you that one party of the 
physicians * desired I would take my isister Peg 
into the house to nurse her, but the old gentle- 
woman would not hear of that. At last one phy- 
sician asked, if the lady bad ever been used to 
take laudanum? Her maid answered, not that 
she knew ; but indeed there was a High-German 
liveryman of hers, one Van Ptschirnsookcr,* that 
gave her a sort of quack powder. The phy^cian 
desired to see it; "Nay," says he, " there it 
opium in this, I am sure." 

Mrs. Bull. I hopeyou examined a little into 
this matter. 

J. Bull. I did, indeed, and discovered a great 
mystery of iniquity. The witnesses made oath. 
That they had heard some of the liverymcn-f fre- 
quently railing at their mistress. " They said, 
she was a troublesome, fiddlefaddle old woman, 
and so ceremonious, that there was no bearing of 
her. They were so plagued with bowing and 
eringing as they went in and out c^ the room* 
that their backs ached. She used to scold at o«e 
for his dirty shoes, at another for his grea^ hair, 
and not combing his head: that she was so pas- 
sionate and fiery in her temper, ,that there was 
no living with her; she wanted something to 
sweeten her blood : th<t they never had a quiet 
night's rest, for getting up in the morning to 
early sa<ifaments; they wished they could find 

* Yan PtEchimsooker, a bi^op at that tiow, « great-dcakr ' 
in pdilics and physic; H. " " '■' 

t The clergy.' ■ , , ' 
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someway or anbthferto kceff Ihe old woman (juiet 
in her hid." Such discourses were often otef- 
heaTd among the Ilverytnen, while the said Yan 
Ptschirnsooker had undertaken this matter. A 
maid made affidavit, " That she had seen the said ' 
Yan Ptschirnsooker, one of the liverymen, fre- 
quently making up of medicines, and adminis- 
tering them to all the neighbours; that she saw 
him one morning make up the powder, which 
her mistress took ; that she had the curiosity to 
ask him, whence he had the ingredients?" "They 
come," said he, " from several parts of de world; 
dis I have from Geneva, dat from Rome, dis 
white powder from Amsterdam, and de red from 
Edinburgh; but de chief ingredient of all comes 
from Turkey." It was likewise proved, that the 
Bame Yan Ptschirnsooker had been frequently 
seen at the liose with Jack, Who was known to 
bear an inveterate ipite to his mistress: That he 
brought a certain powder to his mistress, which 
the examtoant beHeres to be the same, and spoke 
the following -frords: "Madam, here is grand 
secret van de world, my sweetening powder, it 
does temperate de humour, despel de wiht, and 
cure de vapour; it lullet and quietet de animal 
spirits, procuring rest and pleasant dreams: it is 
de infallible receipt for de scurvy, all heats in de 
bloot, and breaking out upon de skin: it is de 
true blootsfancher, stopping all iluxes of de 
bloot: if you do take dis, you will never ail any 
ding; It will cure you of diseases;" and abund- 
.ance more to this purpose, which the examinant 
does^not remember. 

T 3 , - . , John 
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John Bull was interrupted in his story by a. 
porter, that brought him a letter from Nicholas 
Frog, which is as follows. 



CHAP. IX. 

A COPY OF NIC- frog's LETTER TO JOHN BULL.* 

[John Bull reads.] 

FRIEND JOHN, 

" WHAT Schellum is this, that makes thee 
jealous of thy old friend Nicholas? bast thou for- 
got how some years ago he took thee out of the 
spunging-house ?"t [Tis true my friend Nic. 
did so, and I thank htm ; but he made me. pay a 
swingeing reckoning.] " Thou beginn'st nqw to 
repent thy bargain, that thou wast so fond of; 
and if thou durst, would'st forswear thy own hand 
and seal. Thou say'st, that thou hast purchased 
' me too great an estate already ; when, at the 
same time, thou know'st I have only a mortgage: 
'tis true I have possession, and the tenants own 
me for master; but has not esquire South the 
equity of redemption ?" [No doubt, and will 
redeem it very speedily; poor Nic. has only pos- 
session, eleven points of the law.] " As for the 

* A letter from the States General. H. ,' , . ; ' - 
t AiludiDg to tho fievolution. H, - S: 
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turnpikes * I have set up, they are for other 
people, not for my friend John; I have ordered. 
my servant constantly to attend, to let thy car- 
riages through without paying any thing; only 
I hope thou wilt not come too heavy laden to spoil 
my ways. Certainly I have just cause of offence 
against thee, my friend, for supposing it possible 
that thou and I should ever quarrel: what 
houndsfoot is "it that puts these whims in thy 
head? Ten thousand last of devils haul me, if I 
don't love thee as I love my life." [No question, 
as the devil loves holy water!] *' Does not thy 
own hand and seal oblige thee to purchase for me 
till I say it is enough? Are not these words plain? 
I say it is noC enough. Dsst thou think thy 
friend Nicholas Frog made a child's bargain? 
Mark thewords bf thy contract, told pecumd^ 
with all thy money." [Very well! I have pur- 
chased with my own money, my children's, and 
my grandchildren's money, is not that' enough? 
Well, totdpecunid let it he, for at present I have 
none at'all : he would not have me purchase with 
other people's money sure? since told pecanid is 
the bargain, 1 think it is plain, no more money; 
ho more purchase.] " And whatever the worl^ 

■ may say, Nicolas Frog is but a poor man in com- 
parison of the rich," the opulent John Bull, great 
clothier of the world. I have had many loasea; 
six of my best sheep were drowned, and the wa- 
ter has come into my cellar, and spoiled a pipe 
of my best brandy: it would be a more friendly 

. act in thee to carry a brief about the country to 

7, ' • .Tlw Dutch prgbibitioD of .trade. H. 

■ "' T 3 repair, 
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repcir tb^ losses of thy ppor frlead. Is it not 
4vi4cnt to all the woi^'d* that I am stjll hemmed 
in by Lewis Baboon? Is he qot just upon my 
borders?" [And so he will be, if I purchase a 
thousand acr^s qio''Ci unless he got somebody be- 
tween them.] " I tell thee, friend John, thou 
hast flatterers, that persuade thee that thou art a 
i^^n of busipess; do not believe them: if thou 
wouldst still leave thy affairs in tny h^nds, thou 
shouldst see how handsomely J would deal by 
tbee. That ever thou shouldst be dazzled with 
tlie encb^nte4 islands, apd mountains of gold, 
th^t old I^ewis promises thea ! 'Dswounds ! why 
idpst thou qqt.l^y out thy money to purchase a 
place at court, of t^opest Israel ? I tell thee, thou 
Bm^t not sp wvifh as thjnH of ^ composition." 
[Npt thi^lt; of 9 cDmpQsitiqi], that's h^fd ind^edi 
I can't hplp tl^inking of it, if I woijld.} " Thpl^ 
pompl^ioe^t of want of mopey ; let tby Vf'ife aiid 
daughters burn the gold lacg of their pettipoat^j 
lell thy fat cattle ; retrench but a sirloin of beef 
f^nd a pe?k-loaf in a week from tby goripandijr 
jPgSMtv" [Retrench my beef, a dog i Retrench 
my b^ef ! tben it is plain tbe rascal has an ill 
(^B5^gn upon Rie, he would starve me,] ** Mor^r 
fiag<? ti>X l^anor of puUoek'* Hatch, or pawn 
thy.ercjp ^or ten" years," [A rpgue! part with 
n;iy pauqtry-seat, my ptrimony, all that I faav^ 
Jef^ in the world; I'll see him. hanged first,^ 
** Wliy hast thoit changed thy attorney? Can 
jiiiy i)iap manage thy cau^e better for thee?" 
[Very pleasant! because a mao has a good attoiv 
Tiey, he must never make an end of his lawsuit.! - 

*^ Ab Jobgl JobT»l I ffisb 5bow knev'afrthy own . 
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m'ind . thou art as fickle as the wiqd, I tcU theej 
thou hadst better let this compuition al«n«, or 
leave it to 

Thy loving friend, 

NIC. FKOG*":: 



CHAP. X. 

or SOME EXTRAORDINARY THINGS,* THAT 
PASSED AT TH£ SALUTATION TAVERN, IN 
THE CONFERENCE BBTVZEN BULL, FROG, 
£SaUIR£ SOUTH, AND LEWIS BABOON, 

FROG had given his vord, that he would meet 
the above mentioned company at the SalutatioK 
to talk of this agreement. Though he durst not 
directly break his appointment, he made many a 
shuffling excuse; one time he pretended to be 
seized with the goilt in his right knee; then he 
got a great cold, that had struck him deaf of 
one ear; afterward two of his coach-horses fell 
sick, and he durst not go by water for fear of 
catching an ague. John would take no excuse, 
but hurried him away: Come Nic." says h^ 
*' let's go and hear at least what thij old fellow 
has to propose! I hope there's no hurt in that." 
•* Be it so," quoth Nic. '* but if. I catch any 

* The treaty of Utrecht: the difficulty to get them "to meet. 
' When met, theDntch would not speak their lentimeDts, lior 
. the ' French delirer in tbdr propouli. The house of Auttrin 
talked voy hijb. H. ' ' . 

T 4 harm 
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barm, woe be to you; my wife and children wiU 
, curse you a« long as they live." When they were 
come to the Salutation, John concluded all was 
sure then, and that he should he troubled no 
more with law affairs; he thought every body as 
plain and sincere as he was. "Well, neigh- 
bours," quoth he, " let's now make an end of all 
matters, and live peaceably together for the 
time to come; if every body is as well inclined 
as I, we shall quickly come to the upshot of our 
affair." And so pointing to Frog to say' some- 
thing, to the great surprise of all the company, 
Frog was -seized with the dead palsy in the 
tongue. John began to ask him some plain 
questions, and whooped and hallowed in his ear. 
" Let's come to the point, Nic! Who wouldest 
thou have to be lord Strutt? Weuldest thou 
have Philip Baboon?" Nic. shook bis head and 
said nothing. " Wilt thou then have esquire 
South to be lord Strutt?" Nic. shook his head 
a second time. " Then who the devil wilt thou 
have? say something or another." Nic. opened 
his mouth, and pointed to his tongue, and cried, 
*' A, a, a, a!" which was as much as to say, he 
could not speak. John Bull — *' Shall I serve 
Philip Baboon with broad-cloth, and accept of 
the composition that he offers, with the liberty 
of his parks, and fish-ponds?" Then Nic. roared 
like a bull, "O, o, o, o!" JoKnBull— " If thou 
wilt not let me have them, wilt thou take them 
thyself?" Then Nic. grinned, cackled, and 
laughed, till he was like to kill hlinaelf, and- 
geemed to be so pleased, that he fell a frisking 
BPi| dancing aboutthe room. .John BuU^^*' Shall 

'' "■■ ." . _;L:,.n:=db.,Goi3gle 
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I leave all this matter to thy maDagement, Nic. 
and go about my business?" Then Nic. got ap 
a glass, and drank to John, shaking him by the 
hand, till he had like to have shook his shoulder 
out of joint. John Pull. — I understand thee, Nic 
but I shall make thee speak before I go." Then, 
Nic. put bis finger iu his cheek, and made it cry 
Buck; which was as much as to say,. I care not 
a farthing for thee. John Bull — " 1 have done, 
Nic. if thou wilt not speak, I'll make my own 
terms with old Lewis here." Then Nic. lolled 
out his tongue, and turned up his bum to him ; 
which was as much as to say, Kiss — 

John perceiving that Frog could not speak; 
turns to old Lewis: "Since we cannot make .this 
' obstinate fellow speak, Lewis, pray condesctfid a 
little to his humour, and set duwn thy meaning 
upon paper, that he may answer it in another 
scrap." 

*' I am infinitely sorry," quoth Lewis, " th^t 
it happens so unfortunately; for playing a little 
at cudgels t'other day, a fellow has given me 
such a rap over the right arm, that I am quit* 
lame: I have lost the use of my forefinger and 
my thumb, so that I cannot hold, my pen." 

John Bull. That's all one, let me write for 
you." 

Lewis. " But I have a misfortune, that I can- 
not read any body's hand but my own." 

John Bull. " Try what you can do with your 
left hand." 

Lewis: "That's impossible; it will make such 
a scrawl, that it will not be legible." 

As theywere talking of th'w' matter, in came 
; . '!.• • ■: _' esquire 
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esquire ' South all dressed up io featliers and ri- 
lAods, stark staring mad, brandishing his sword, 
as if he would have cut oif their heads ; crying, 
"Room, room, boys, for the grand esquire of the 
world! the flower of esquires!* What! covered in 
my presence? I'll crush your souls, and crack you 
like lice !" With that he had like to have struck 
John Buirs bat into the fire ; but John, who was 
pretty strong-fiated, gave him such a squeeze as 
nwde his eyes water. He' went on atill in his 
tnad pranks; " When I am lord of the aniverse, 
the sun shall prostrate and adore me! Thou, 
Frog, shalt be my baitifF; Lewis my tailor, and 
thou, John Bull, shalt be my fooll" ' 
' All this while Frog laughed in his sleeve, gave 
the esquire t'other noggin of brandy, and clap- 
ped him on the back,, which made him ten times 
madder. 

Poor John stood in amaze, talking thus to 
himself: " Well, John, thou art got into, rare 
eompany ! One has a dumb devil, t'other a mad 
devil, and the third a spirit of infirmity. An 
honest ma.n has a fine time on't among such 
i^ogues. What art 'thou asking of them, af^er 
all? Some mighty boon, one would think! only 
to sit quietly at thy own fireside. 'Sdeath, what 
have I to do with such fellows ! John Bull after 
all his losses and crosses, can live better without 
them, than tliey can without him. Would to 
God 1 lived a thousand leagues off them 1 but 
the devil's in't, John Bull is in, and John Bull 
must get out as well as he can." 

* The Archduke \taJ new become empcraro£Gertiifm7,iban£ 
luiantmously elected uponlthe death of Joieplt the fitst. K.* 

' , ■ ' /: As 



As he was talking to hJniself, he observed 
Frog and old Levis edging toward onoaDotber 
to whisper ;* so that J»ha was forced to sit with 
his arms a kimbo to keep them asunder. 

Some people advised John to blood Frog under 
the tongue, or take away his bread and butter ; 
which would certainly make him speak ; to give 
esquire South hellebore ; as for Lewis, some were 
for emollient poultices, othera for opening his 
arm with «n incision knife. 



CHAP. XI.t 

THE APPBSBENSJNO, E;(AM I NATION, AND IH- 
PBI8QNVSNT 9F JACK POB SUSPICION OF 

POJSOltlNG. 

THE attentive reader cannot have forgot, that 

the story of Yan Ptschirnsooker's powder was 

interrupted by a message from Frog. I have a 

natural coinpassion fur curiosity, being much 

troubled 

* Some attempts of secret Dcgocbdon betweea the French and 
the J}utch. H. 

t The recetving the holy tacrament ai administered bj the 
church of England once at least in every year, having been roffde 
a necessary qualification for places of trust and profit, nUDT of 
the dissenters came to tt^ altar merely fca this poipote. A bill 
to prei-ent this practice bad been three times brought into the 
house and rejected, under the title of " A Sill to prerent Occa- 
sional Conformity." But the' carl of Nottingham having brought 
itm a ^Hirtlt tfmft pnder anothpr name, iad with Ibe addition of 

snch 
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troubled with the distemper myself; therefore to 
gratify that uneasy itching sensation in my 
reader, I have procured the foUomog account of 
that mattefr. 

Yan Ptschirnsookei- came off (as rogues usually 
do upon such occasions) by peaching his part- 
ner; and being extremely forward to bring him 
to the gallows. Jack was accused is the con- 
triver of all the roguery.* And indeed it hap- 
pened unfortunately for the poor fellow, that he 
was known to bear a most inveterate spite against 
the old gentlewomaa; and consequently, that 
never any ill accident happened to her, but he 
was suspected to be at the bottom of it. If she 
pricked her finger, Jack, to hie sure, laid the pin 
in the way; if some noise in the street disturbed 
her rest," who could it be but Jack in some of his 
nocturnal" fambles? ' I? a servant ran away. Jack 
had debauched him : every idle titlletattle that 
went aboul;, Jack was always -suspected for the 
author of it; however, all was nothing to this 
lastaffair of the temperating, moderating powder. 

The hue and cry went after Jack to apprehend 
him dead or alive, wherever he could be found. 
Tlie constables looked out for him in all his usual 
haunts; but to no purpose. Where d'ye think 

nch clauset at were Hid to enlarge the toleration, and to be a 
fiirther security to the protestant Bucccssion, the wbigi, irhoGe 
caiuc the earl theo appeared to espouse, were persuaded to coo- 
cnri some, because they were io deed willing that the bill should 
pass, and others, because they believed the earl of Oxford would 
at last procure It to be thrown out. The fonr following cbapten 
contain the history of this transaclioD. H. 

* AH the iniaffu'tqnes of the church charged upon the pres- 
byCerian party. H. ** 
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they found him at last ? Even smoking hia pipe 
very quietly athis brother Martin's ; frcrm whence 
he was carried with a vast mob at his heels betbre 
the worshipful Mr.justite Overdo. Several of his 
neighbours made oath, that of late the prisonet 
had beenobservedtolead a very dissolute life, re- 
nouncing even his usual hypocrisy, and pretences 
to sobriety :* that he frequented taverns, and 
eatinghouses, and had been often guilty of 
drunkenness andgluttonyatmy lord mayor'stable: 
that he had been seen in tlie company of lewd 
women: that he had transferred his usual care 
of the engrossed copy of his father's will, to 
bank-bills, orders for tallies, and debentures:! 
these he now affirmed, with more literal truth, 
to be meat, drink, and cloth, the philosopher's 
stone, and the universal medicine :^ that he.was ' 
no far from allowing his customary reverence to 
the will, that he kept company with those, that 
called his father a cheating rogue, and his will a 
forgery : § that he not only sat quietly and heard 
his. father railed at, but often chimed in with the 
discourse, and hugged the authors as his bosom 
friends: || that instead of asking for blows at the 
corners of the streets, he now bestowed them as 
pleiUifuUy as he begged them before. In short, 
that he was grown a mere rake ; and had nothing 
left in him of old Jack, except his spite to John 
Bull's mother. , 

* The mannen of the disscDtcrs changed from their former 
■jtrictoegi. H. , 

f Dealing much in stockjobbing. H: 
■ t Talc of a Tub. H. 

i 'Herfing with dcisU and atheists. H. ' II Tale of a Tub. H. 
\ Another 
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Another \^itnes8 mtde oath, That' Jack had 
be«ii overheard bragging of a trick * he had 
found out to manage Uk old formal jade, as he 
used to call her. '* Damn this numskull of mine," 
quoth he, " that I could not tight on it sooner. 
As long as, I go in this ragged tattered coat, 1 
am so welVknovn, that I am hunted away from 
the old woman's door by every barking cur about 
the house ; they bid me defignce. There's no 
doing mischief as an open enemy; Z must fiod 
some way or other of getting within doors, and 
then I shall have better opportunities of playing 
my pranks, beside the benefit of good keeping." 

Two witnesses swore, f that several years ago, 
there came to their mistress's door a young fel- 
low in a tattered coat, that went by the name of 
Timothy Trim, whom they did in tbeir con- 
Bcience believe to be the very prisoner, tesett- 
bliag him in shape, stature, ' and the fcittitts of 
his countenance: that the sakt Timothy Trim 
being taken into the family, dapped th^r mis- 
tree's livery over hh own tattered Coat: that 
the said Timothy was extremely olficityiHi about 
their mistress's person, endeavouring by dattety 
and talebearing to set her agamst the re« of the 
servants: no body was so ready to fetch any 
thing that was wanted, to reach what «a» drop- 
ped; that he used to shove and etbow hti f^- . 
low-servants to get near his mistress, esfcicially 
when money was a paying or receiving; then he 

* Getling ioto places and cbarch preferments by occasional 
conformity. H. 

t Betraying the interests of the church, wliea gK Into {m- 
fEnnenti. H. , ■ 

^ - ■ , , ■ was 
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. was never out of the way: that he was cxtrcmdy 
diligent about every body's bosiness, but hi) 
owa; that the said Timothy, while he was in 
the family, used to be playing roguish tricks; 
when his mistress's back was turned, he would 
loll out his tongue, make mouths, and laugh at 
her, walking behind her like Harlequin, ridi' 
culing her motions and gestures; but if his mis- 
tress looked about, he put on a grave, demure 
countenance, as if he had been in a fit of devo- 
ttoa : that he used often to trip up stairs so 
smoothly, that you could not hear him tread, ' 
and put all things out of order: that he would 
pinch t;he children and servants, when he met 
them in the dark, so hard, that he left the print 
of his forefinger and his thumb in black and blue, . 
and then stink into a comrr, as if nobody bad 
done it : out of the same malicious design he 
uiied to lay chairs an^ jointstools in their way, 
that they might break their noses by falling over 
them: the more young and unexperienced he 
used to 'teach to talk sauciiy, and call names: 
during his stay in the family, there was much plate 
missing; being caught with a couple of silver 
spoons in his pocket, with their handles wrenched 
off, he said be was only going to carry them 
to the goldsmith's to be mended: that the 
said Tiinothy was bated by all the honest servants 
for his ill conditioned splenetic tricks, hut espe- 
cially for his slanderous tongue ; traducing them 
to their mistress, as' drunkards, thieves, and 
whoremasters: that the said Timothy by lying 
stories used to set all the family together by the 
ears,- taking delight to make them fight and 
quarrel; 

■■■'.■• "■ °_* "■.■ C,q,t,=cdbvC00gle 
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quarrel; particularly one day sitting at table, he 
spoke words to this eflFect,: " I am of opinion," 
quoth he, "that little short fellows, such as we 
are, have better hearts, and could beat the tall 
fellows : I wish it came to a fair trial ; I believe 
these long fellows, as sightly as they are, should 
find their jackets well thwacked."* 
. A parcel of tall fellows, who thought them- 
selves affronted by the discourse, took up the 
quarrel, and to't they went, the tajl men and the 
low men, which continues still a faction in the 
family to the great disorder of our mistress's af- 
fairs: the. said Timothy carried this frolic so far, 
that he proposed to his mistress, that she ^hould 
entertain no servant, that was above four foot 
seven inches high ; and for that purpose had pre- 
pared a gage, by which they were to be mea- 
sured. The good old gentlewoman was not so 
simple, as to go into his project; she began to 
smell a rat. " This Trim," quoth she, " is an 
odd sort of a fellow ; methinks he makes a strange 
figure with that ragged, tattered coat, appearing 
under his livery ; can't he go spruce and clean 
like the rest of the servants ? the fellow has a 
roguishleer with him, which Idon't like by any 
means ; besides, he has such a twang in his dis' 
course, and an ungraceful way of speaking 
through the nose, that one can hardly under- 
stand him ; I wisli the fellow be not tainted with 
■ some disepse." The witnesses further made oath, 
that the said Timothy lay out anights, and went 

• The original gf th^ dit;tinction In th« namci of low cburch> 
mta and high churchmen. 

abroad 
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abroad often at unseasonable hours; and it was 
Credibly reported, he did business in another fa- 
mily: that he pretended to have a squeamish sto- 
mach, and could not eat at tible with the rest of 
the servants, though this was but a pretence to - 
provide some nice bit for himself; that he re- 
fused to dine upon salt fish, only to have an op- 
portunity to eat a calf's head (his favourite dish) 
in private; that for all bis tender stomach, whea 
he was got by himself, he could devour capons, 
turkeys, and sirloins of beef, like a cormorant. 

Two other witnesses gave the follotving evi- 
dence : That in his otBcioux attendance upon his 
mistress, he had tried to slip a powder into her 
drink ; and that he was once caught endeavour- 
ing to stifle her with a pillow as she was asleep: 
that he aiid Ptscbirnsooker were often in close 
conference, and that they used to drink together 
at the Rose, where it seems he was well enough 
known by his true name of Jack. 

The prisoner had little to say in his defence; 
he endeavoured to prove himself alibi; so that 
the trial turned upon this single question, whe- 
ther the said Timothy Trim and Jack wer& the 
.same person? which was proved by such plain 
tokens, and particularly by a mole under the left 
pap, that tliere was no withstanding the evidence; 
therefore the worshipful Mr. Justice committed 
him, in order to his trial 
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HOW JACKS FRIBNDS CAMS TO TISIT Bill Ilf 
FBISON, AND WkAT ABTICE THIT GAV£ 
HIU. 

JACK hitherto had passed id the world for a 
poor, simple, well-meaning, balf-witted, crack- 
brained fellow. People were strangely surprised 
to find him in such a roguery ; that he should dis- 
guise himself under a false name, hire himself out 
for a servant to an old gentlewoman, only for an 
Importunity to poison her. They said, that it wa» 
more generous to profess open enmity, than under 
a profound dissimulation to be guilty of such a 
scandalous breach of trust, and of the sacred 
rights of hospitality. In short, the action was 
universally condemned by'his best friends; they 
told him in plain terms, that this was come as a 
judgment upon him for his loose life, his glut- 
tony, drunkenness, and avarice; for laying aside 
his father's wilt in an old mouldy trunk, and turn- 
ing stockjobber, newsmonger, and busybody, med- 
dling with other people's affairs, shaking off his 
old serious friends, and keeping company with 
buffoons and pickpockets, his father's sworn ene- 
mies : that ,he had best throw himself upon the 
mercy of the court ; repent, and change his man- 
ners. To say truth. Jack heard these discourses 
with some compunction ; however, he resolved to 
tiy what his new acquaintance would do for him : 

they 
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^hey sent Habbakkuk Slyboots,* who delivered 
him the followiug message, at the peremptory 
commands of his trusty companions. 

Habbaekuk. Dear Jack, I am sorry for thy 
inisfortune : matters have not been carried on 
with due secrecy ; howyer, we must make the 
best of a bad bargain : thou art in the utmost 
jeopardy, that's certain ; hang, draw, and quar- 
ter, are the gentlest. things they talk of. How- 
ever, the faithful friends, ever watchful for thy 
security, bid me tell thee, that t^ey have one fa- 
fallible expedient left to save thy life : thou must 
know, we have got into some understanding with 
the enemy, by the means of don Diego ; he as- 
sures us there is no mercy for thee, and that there 
is only one way left to escape; it is indeed some- 
what out of the common road; however, be as- 
' tured it is the result of most mature delibera- 
tion. 

Jack. Prithee tell me quickly, for my heart is 
sunk down into the very bottom of my belly. 

Uab. It is the unanimous opinion of your 
friends, that you make as. if you hanged your- 
self;f they will give it out that you are quit^a 
dead, and convey your body out of prison in a 
bier; and John Bull, being bUsied with his law- 
suit, will not inquire further into the matter. 
. Jack. How d'ye mean, make as if I hanged 
myself? 

Hab. Nay, you must really hang yourself up, 

* Habbakkuk Slyboots, a certain great man xvbo pcnuaded the 
diiseniers to consent ta the bill agauut occasional contormit/,' af 
being for their irierest. H, 

t Consent to the. bUlagainntoecasiomlooBformitf. H. 

,^ u^. , in 
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ia a true genuine rope, that fhere may appear no 
trick in. it, and leave the rest to.your friends. 

Jack. Truly this is a matter of some concern; 
and my friends, I hope, won't take it ill, if I'in- 
quire a little into the means by which they intend 
}:o deliver me : a rop^attd a noose are no jesting 
matters ! 

Hab. Why so mistrustful? hast thou ever found 
us false to ihct; ? I tell thee, there is one ready 
to cut thee down. 

Jack. May I presume to ask who it is, that ii 
intrusted with so important an oflSce ? 

Hab. Is there no end of thy hows and tby 
whys ? That's a secref. 

Jack, a secret, perhaps, that I may be safely 
trusted with, for I am not likely to tell it again. 
I tell you plainly, it is no strange thing for a 
man, before he hangs himself up, to inquire who 
is to cut him down. 

Hab. Thou suspicious creature ! if thou must 
needs know it, I tell thee it is sir Roger :• he ha» 
been in tears ever since thy misfortune. Don 
Diego and we have laid it so, that he is to be in 
the next room, and before the rope ia well about 
thy neck, rest satisfiM, he will break in and cnt 
thee down : fear not, old boy ; we'll do it, I'U 
warrant thee. 

Jack. So I must hang myself up upon hope* 
that sir Roger will cut me down, and all this upon 
the credit of don Diego: a fine stratagem indeed 



' It was given out that tbe eail of Of ford would expose the 
il bill, and lO lose his credit with tbe torics ; and tbe dif 
ientera did bclicTc be w^iuld not 'ufiet it to pan. ,H. 
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to save my life, that depends upon hanging, don 
Diego, and sir Roger. 

Has. I tell thee there is a mystery in all this, 
my friend, a piece of profound policy ; if thou 
knewest what good this will do to the common 
cause, thy heart would leap for joy: I am sure, 
th»u wouldst not delay the experiment one mo- 
ment. 

Jack. That is, to the tune of,- AH for the 
better. What's your cause to me when I am 
hanged ? 

Hab. Refractory mortal; if thou wilt not trust 
thy friends, take what follows; know assuredly 
before next full moon, that thou wilt be hungup 
in chaiqs, or thy quarters perching upon the most 
conspicuous places in the kingdom. Nay I don't 
believe they will be contented with hanging ; 
they talk of empaling, or breaking on the wheel : 
and thou choosest that, before a gentle suspend- 
ing of thyself for one minute ! Hanging is not 
so painful a thing as thou imaginest. I have 
spoke with several, that have undergone it; they 
all agree it is no manner, of uneasiness ; be sure 
thou take good notice of the symptoms, the re- 
lation will he curious. It is but a kick or two 
with thy heeJs, and a wry mouth or so : sir Ro- 
ger will be with thee in the twinkling of an eye. 

Jack. But what if sir Roger should not come; 
will my friends be fhere to succour me? 

Hab. Doubt it not; I will provide every ihing 
against to-morrow morning; do thou keep thy 
own secret; say nothing: -I tell thee, it is abso- 
lutely necessary for the common good, that thou 
sbouldst go through this operation. 

v,-s],^ *^* In 
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\* In the twojirst editions (f " The History of 
John Bull," the J'oUowing small chapter JoU(we4 
Chap. XII. 



HOW THE LAVTEHS AGREED TO SEND DON DIEGO 
DI8MALL0, THE CONJURER, TO JOliN BptL, TO 
DISSUADE HIH FROAl MAKING AN END OV 
HIS law-suit; and what passed BETWXKir . 
THSH. 

ButL. HOW does my good friend Diego ? 

Don. Never worse. Who can be easy whcQ 
their friends are playing the fool ! 

BuLt. But then vou may be easy, for I am rcr 
solved to play the fool no longer : I wish L had 
hearkened to your advice, and compounded thU 
law-suit sooner. 

Don. It is true, I was then against the ruinous, 
ways of this law-suit ; but, looking over my scheme 
since, I find there is an error in my calculation. 
Sol and Jupiter were in a wrong house, but I have 
now discovered their true places: I find that the 
stars are unanimously of opinion, that you will be 
successful in this cause ; that Lewis will come to 
an untimely end, and Strutt will be turned out of 
doors by his wife and children. Then he went on 
with a torrent of ecliptics, cycles, epicycles, as- 
cendants, trines, quadrants, conjunctions, bulls, 
bears, goats, and rams, aAd abundance of hard 
Words, which, being put together, signified no- 
thing. John all this while stood gapiag and star- 
ing, like a man in a trance. 
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CHAP, xm. 



HOV JACIC HANGED HIMSELF UP BT THE PBRIUA- 
SIOK OP HIS TftlBNDS, WHO BROEI THIIB. 
VORDS, AND LEFT HIS HBCE IN THE KOOSt.' 

JACK was a profe$sed eoemy to injplicit faith, 
and yet I dare say, it was never more strongly 
exerted, nor more basely abused, than upon, this 
occasion. He was now with his old friends> in the 
state of a poor disbanded officer after a peace, or 
rather a wounded spldier after a battle ; like aa 
old favourite of a cunning minister after the job 
is over ; or a decayed beauty to a cloyed lover in 
quest of new game ; or like a hundred such things^ 
that one sees every day. There were new in- 
trigues, new views, new projects on foot; Jack's 
life was the purchase of Diego's friendship, *' 
much good may it do them. The interest .of 
Hocus and sir William Crawley, which was now 
more at heart, made this operation upon poor 
Jack absolutely necessary. You may .easily guess, 
that his rest that night was hut small, and much 
disturbed ; however, the remaining part of his 
time he did not employ (as his custom wan for- 
merly) in prayer, meditation, or singing a double 
verse of a psalm ; but amused himself with, dis- 
posing of his bank-stock. Many s doubt, many 
a qualm overspread his clouded imagination: 

* The carl of Nottiogham made the concnrrence of the irbigi 
to bring in and carry thig biU one of the condition* of bit cngag- 
iog in their catue. H.' 

-.. v^.4 . " Must 
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" Must I theii," quoth he, *' hang up my own. 
personal, natural, individual seh; with these two 
haudsr Duitis sermo ! What if I should he cut . 
down, as my friends tell nie? Tliere is something 
infainous in the very attempt ; the world will 
conclude I had a guilty conscience. Is it possi- 
ble, that good man, sir Roger, can have so much 
pity upon an unfortunate scoundrel, that has per- 
aecuted him for^so many years? No, it cannot 
be; I don't love favours that pass through don 
Diego's hands. On the other side, my lilond 
chills about my heart at the tlionfjilu of these 
rogues, with their bloody hands gral)lding in my 
guts, and polling out my very entrails: hang if, 
for once I'll trust my friends." So Jack resok- 
cd; hut he had done more wisely to have put 
himself upon the trial of his country, and made 
his defence in form ; many things liappen hftween 
the cup and the lip; witnesses might have bt'en 
bribed, juries managed, or prosecution stopped. 
But so it was, Jack for this time had a suthcienE 
stock of implicit faith, which led hiin to his ruin, 
as the sequel of the story shows. 

And now the fatal day was come, in which he 
was to try this hanging experiment. His friends 
did not fail him at the appointed hour to see it 
put. in practice. JIabbakkuk brought him a 
smooth, strong,_tough rope, made of manya 
ply of wholesome Scandinavian hemp, compactly 
twisted together, with a noose that slipt as glib 
as a birdcatcber's gin. Jack shrunk and grew 
pale at first sight of it, he handled it,, measured 
It, stretched it, fixed it against the iron bar of 
the window to try its sirengtli; hut no familia- 
... rity 
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rity could reconcile hirrt to it.' He found fault 
with the length, the thickness, and the twist; 
Day, the very colour did not pjease him. " Will 
notliing less than hanging serve?" quoth Jack. 
•' Won't riiy enemies take bail for my good beha- 
viour? Will they accept of a fine, or be satisfied 
wirh the pillory and imprisonment, a good round 
whipping, or burning in the cheek?" 

-Hab. Noihing but your blood will appease 
their ragje ; mak*^ haste, else we shall be discover- 
ed. There's nothing like surprising the rogues: 
how they will be disappointed, when they hear 
that thou hast prevented their revenge, and 
hanged thine own self? 

Jack. That's true ; butwhat if I should do- it 
in effigies ? Is there never an old-pope or preten- 
der to hang up in my stead ? we are not so un- 
like, but it may pass. 

Hab. That can never be put upon sir Roger. 

Jack. Are you sure he is in the next room? 
Have you provided a very sharp knife^ in case 
of the worst? 

Hab. Dost take me for a common liar? be 
satistied, no damage can happen to your person; 
your friends will take care of that. 

Jack. Mayn't I quilt my rope ? it galls my 
neck strangely : besides, I don't like this running 
knot, it holds too tight ; I may be stifled all of a 
sudden. 

Hab. Thou ha»t so many ifs and ands; prithee 
dispatch ; it might have been over before this 
time. ■ 

Jaci;. Bi)t now I think oo't, I would fain 
settle 
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settle some affairs, for fear of the worst : lave a 
little patience. 

Hab. There's do having pati'eDce, thou art 
such a faintling, silly creature. 

Jack. O thou most detestable, abominable 
passive obedience I did I ever imagine, I should 
become thy votary in so pregnant an instance ? 
How will my brother Martin laugh at this story, 
to see himself outdone in his own calling? He 
has taken the doctrine, and left me the prac- 
tice. 

No sooner had he uttered these words, bat 
]ike 3 man of true courage, he tied the fatal cord 
to the beam, fitted the noose, and mounted upon 
the bottom of a tub, the inside of which he had 
often graced in his prosperous days. This foot- 
stool Habbakkuk kicked away, and left poor Jack 
swinging, like the pendulum of Paul's clock.— 
'The fatal noose performed its office, and with the 
v^ost strict ligature squeezed the blood, into his 
face, till it assumed a purple die. While the poor 
man heaved from the very bottom of his belly for 
breath, Habbakkuk walked with great delibera- 
tion into both the upper and lower room to ac- 
quaint his friends, who received the news with 
great temper, and with jeers and scofis, instead 
of pity. " Jack has hanged himself!" quoth 
they, " let us go and see how the poor rogue 
swings." Then they called sir Hoger. " Sir 
Roger," quoth Habbakkuk, " Jack has hanged 
' himself; make, haste and cut him down." Sir 
Roger turned 6rst one ear, and then t'other, not 
understand iiig what he said. 

Hab. 
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Hab. I tell you, Jack has hailged himself up. 

Sir Roger. Who's habged ? 

Hab. Jack. 

Sir Ko6£a. I thought this had not been hang- 
ing day. 

Hab. But the poor fellow has hanged himself. 

Sir Roger. Then let liitn hang; 1 don't won- 
der at it, the fellow has been mad these twenty 
years. With this he slunk away. 

Then Jack's friends began to hunch and push 
one another. " Why don't you go, and cut tha 
poor fellow down ? Why don't you ? And why 
don't you?" " Not I," quoth one: " Not I," 
quoth another; " Not I," quoth a third; '-he 
may hang 'till doomsday before I relieve him." 
Nay, it is credibly reported, that they were so far 
from succouring their poor friend in this his dis- 
mal circumstance, that Ptschirosooker and seve- 
ral of his companions went in and pulled him by 
the legs, and thumped him on the breast. Then 
they began to rail at him for the very thing, 
which they had advised and justified before, viz. 
his getting into the old gentlewoman's family, 
and putting on her livery. The keeper, who per- 
formed the last office, coming up, found J&ck 
twinging with no life in him ; he took down th« 
body gently, and laid it on a bnlk, and brought 
put the rope to the company. •* This, gentle- 
men, is the rope that hanged Jack; what must be 
done with it.'"' Upon which they ordered it to 
be laid among the curiosities* of Greaham coi- 

* Which were afterward remoTed, with Uie Royal Society, 
{□to Crane court, in Fteet'Street ^ and, unc,e the erection of So> 
mcnet Hbtue, have been deposiud io the Britiab Mtuenixi. N. 

lege. 
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lege, and it is called Jack's rope to this very day. 
However, Jack after all had some small tokens of 
life in him, but lies at this time past hope of a 
total recovery, with his head banging on one 
-Bhoulder, without speech or motion. The coro- 
ner's inquest supposing him to be dead> brought 
bim iu Non Compos. 



CHAP. XIV. 

tHS CONFBHBITCE BETWEEN DOS' SJKCO AND 
JOHN BULL. 

DURING the time of the forgoing transac- 
tions, don Diego was entertaining John Bull. >. 

D. Diego. 1 hope, sir, this day's proceeding 
will convince you of the sincerity of your old 
friend Diego and the treachery of sir Roger. 

J. Bull. What's the matter now? 
, D-.DiBGO. You have been endeavouring, for 
several years, to have justice done upon that 
rogue Jack ; but what through the remissness of 
constables, justices, and packed juries, be has al- . 
ways found the means to escape. 

J. Bull. What then? 

D. Diego. Consider then, who is your best 
friend ; he that would have brought him to con- 
dign punisbmeot, or be that has saved htm. By 
my persuasion Jack had banged himself, if sir 
Roger bad not cut bim down. 

J. Bull. Who told you that sir Roger has 
done so? 

D. Diigo. 
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i>. DiEOo. You seem to receive me coldly: 
methinks my sen'ices deserve a better return. 

J. Bull. Since you value yourself upon hang- 
ing this poor scouudrel, I tell you, wlien I liaye 
any more hanging- work, I'll sent! for thee : I 
have some better employment for sir Roger: In 
the mean time, I desire the poor fellow may be 
looked after. When he first came out of the 
north country into my family, under the pre- 
tended name of Timothy Trim, the fellow seem- 
ed to mind his loom and his spinning-wheel, till 
somebody turned his head ; then he grew so prag- 
matical, that he took upon him the government 
of my whole family.- I could never order any 
thing within or without doors, but he must lie 
always giving his counsel, forsooth; nevertheless, 
tell him I will forgive what i? past ; and if he 
would mind his business for the future, and not 
meddle out of his own sphere, he will find, that 
John" Bull is not of a cruel disposition. 

D. Diego. Yet all your skilful physicians say, 
that nothing can recover your mother, but a piecie 
of Jack's liver boiled in her soup. 

J. Bull. Those are quacks:- my mother ab- 
hors iuch cannibal's food : she is in perfect health 
at present : I would have given many a good 
pound to have had her so well some time ago. 
There are indeed two or three old troublesome 
nurses,* that, because they believe I am tender- 
hearted,' will never let me have a quiet night's 
rest with knocking me up: " Oh, sir, your mo- 
ther is taken extremely ill ! she is fallen Into a 

* New clamoun about the danger 6f the church. H. 

fainting 
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ftinting fitt she has a great emptiDess, vatiti 
custenaDce !" This is only to recommend them- 
selves for their great care : John Bull, as aioiplo 
-as he is, understands a little of a puise. 



CHAP. XV. 

THI BiaCEL OF THE UBKTIKG AT tHI SALO^ 

TATION.* 

WHERE I think I left John Bull,' sitting be- 
tween Nic. Frog and Lewis Baboon, with his 
arms a-kimbo, in great concern to keep Lewis 
and Nic. asunder. As watchful as he was, Nic. 
found the means now and then to steal a whis- 
per, and by a cleanly conveyance under the table 
to slip a short note into Lewis's hand ; which 
Lewis as slily put into John's pocket, with a 
pinch or a jog, to warn him what he was abouti 
John had the puriosity to retire into a corner to 
peruse these billet douxf of Nic. 's: wherein be 
found, that Nic. had used great freedoms both 
with his interest and reputation. One contained 
these words r "Dear Lewis, thou seest clearly, 
that this blockhead can never bring his matters to 
bear : let thee and me talk to-night by ourselves 
at the Rose, and I'll give thee satisfaction." 
Another was thus expressed. " Friend Lewis, 
Hasthy sense quite forsaken thee, to make Bull 

♦ At the congmg of Utrecht. H. ' 

f Some offers of ibe Dutch at thu time, in order to get Uk Dc- 
gociatioo into their Jiands. H. 

such 
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flQcH ofTersr Hold fast, part with nothiog, and I 
will give thee a better bargain, I'll warrant thee." 
In some of his billets he told I^wis, "TTiat 
John Bull was under his guardiansliip; that the 
best part of his servants were at his command; 
that he could have John gagged and bound 
whenever he pleased by the people of his own 
family." In all these epistles, blockhead, dunce, 
ass, coxcomb, were the best epithets he gave 
poor John. In. others he threatened,* " That 
he, esquire South, and the rest of the trades- 
men, would lay Lewis down upon his back and ' 
beat out his, teeth, if he did not retire im- 
mediately, and break up the meeting," 

I fancy I need not tell my reader, that Joha 
often changed colour as he read, and. that his 
. fingers itched to give Nic. a good slap on the 
chops ; but he wisely moderated his choleric tem- 
per. " I saved this fellow," quoth he, " from the 
gallows, when he ran away from his last master, f 
because I. thought he was harshly treated i but 
the rogue was no sooner safe under my protec- 
tion, than he began to lie, pilfer, and steal hke 
the devil.J When I first set him up in a warm 
house, he had hardly put up his sign, when he 
began to debauch my best customers from me.J 
Then it was his constant practice to rob my fish- 
ponds, not only to feed his family, but to trade 

* Threatening that the allies would cany on the war withoat 
the help of the Engliih. H 

t The king of Spain, whose y(*e the Dutch threw off with 
the assistance of the English. H. 

X Complaints agaiDst the Datch for encroachment in tTadc, 
fishery. East Indies, Btc. Jbe wai with the Datch on thne ac- 
counQ. H. 

wiih 
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■with the fishmongers: I connived at the felIo\r, 
till he began to tell me, that they were his as 
much as mine. In my manor of Easttheap, * be- 
cause it lay ftt some distance from nly constant 
inspection, he br«ke down my fences, robbed my 
orchards, and beat niy servants. When I used to 
reprimand him for his tricks, he would talk 
saucily, lie, and brazen it out as if he had done 
nothing amiss. Will nothing cure thee of thy 
pranks, Nic. ? quoth I; I shall be forced some 
time or other to chastise thee. The rogue got 
up his cane, and threatened me, and was well 
thwacked for his pains. But I think his beha- 
viour at this time worst of all ; after I liave al- 
most drowned myself to keep his head above 
water, he would leave me- sticking in the mud, 
trusting to his goodness to help me out. After 
I have beggared myself with his troublesome 
lawsuit, with a pox to him, he takes it in mighty 
dudgeon, because 1 have brought him hereto end 
matters amicably, and because! won't let him 
make me over by deed and indenture as his law-. 
ful cully ; which to my certain knowledge he has 
attempted' several times. But, after all, canst 
thou gather grapes from thorns ? Nic. does not 
pretend to be a gentleman ; he is a tradesman, 
a self-seeking wretch; but h^w earnest thou to 
bear all this, Jobn ? The reason is plain ; thou 
confevrest the benefits, and he receives thenv; the 
first produces love, anil the last ingratitude. Ah! 
Nic. Nic. thou art a damned dog, that's certain; 

* Complaints against the Dalcb ^r encroach meat in trade, 
fishery, Bust Indies, tec. The war with Ibe Dutch or these ao 
sounu. H. 

thou 
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thoil knowest too well, that I will take care of 
tlie.e; ehd thou woiildst not use me thus. I won't 
■ give thee up, it is true ; but as true as it is, thou 
. Jhalt not sell me, according to thy laudable cus- 
tom." While John was deep in this soliloquy, 
Nic; broke out into the following protestation. 

" OBNTLEHBN, 

** I believe every body here present will allow 
me tobea very just and disinterested person. My 
friend John Bull here is very angry with me, for- 
sooth, because I won't agree to his foolish bar- 
gains. Now I declare to all mankind, I should 
be ready to sacrifice my own concerns to his 
quiet ; but the care of his interest and that of 
the honest tradesmen* that are embarked with 
us, keeps me from entering into this Composition. 
What shall become of those poor creatures r The 
thoughts of their impending ruin disturbs my 
night's rest, therefore I desire they may speak 
for themselves. If they are willing to give, up 
this affair, I shan't make two words of it." 

John Gull begged him to lay aside that immo-' 
dftrate concern for him ; and withal put him in 
mind, that the interest of those tradesmen had 
not sat quite so heavy upon him some years ago, 
on a like occasion. Nic. answered little to that, 
but immediately pulled out a boatswain's whistle. 
Upon the first whiff, the tradesmen came jump- 
ing into the room, and began to surround Lewis, 
likeso many yelping curs about a great boar; or, to 

•The allies. H. 
VOL. XVIII. X use ' 
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use a modestcr simile, like duns at a great lord's 
levee the morning he goes into the country. One ' 
pulled him by his sleeve, another by the skirt, a 
third halloo'd in his ear : they began to ask him 
for all tliat had been taken from their forefathers 
by stealth, fraud, force, or lawful purchase; some 
asked for manors, others for acres, that lay con- 
venient for them : that he would pull down his 
fences, level his ditches : all agreed in one comr 
mon demand, that he should be purged, sweated, 
vomited, and starved, till he came to a sizeable 
bulk, like that of his neighbours : one modestly 
asked him leave to call him brother ; Nic. Frog 
demanded two things, to be his porter and his 
fishmonger, to keep the keys of his gates, and 
furnish the kitchen. John's sister Peg only de- 
sired, that he would let his servants sing psalms 
a Sundays. Some descended even to the ask- 
ing of old clothes, shoes and boots, broken bot- 
tles, tobacco-pipes, and ends of candles. 

" Monsieur Bull," quoth Lewis, " you seem to 
be a man of some breeding : for God's sake, use 
your interest with these messieurs, that they 
would speak but one at once ; for if one had a 
hundred pair of hands, and as many tongues, he 
cannot satisfy them all at this rate." John beg- 
ged they might proceed with some method: thea 
they stopped all of a sudden, and would not say 
a word. '* If this be your play," quoth John, 
" that we may not be like a quaker's dumb meet- 
ing, let us begin some diversion ; what d'ye 
think of roily pooly, or a country dance ? What 
if we should have a matoh at foot-ball r I am 
sure we shall never end matters at this, rate." 

, CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVI. 



BULL AND NrC. FROG SETTLED 
THBIR ACCOMPT8. 



J. Bull. DURING this general cessation of 
talk, what if yon and I, Nic, should inquire liow 
money -matters stand betwixt us? 

Nio. Froo. With all my heart, I love exact 
dealing; and let Hocus audit; he knows hoV th« 
money was disborsed. 

J. Bull. I am not much for that, at pre- 
sent; we'll settle itbetween ourselves: fair and 
square, Nic, keeps friends together. There 
have been laid out in this lawsuit, at one time, 
36000 pounds and 40000 crowns; in some, cases 
I, in others you, bear the greatest proportion. 

Nic. Right: I pay three-fifths of the greatest 
number, and you pay two- thirds of the lesser 
number; I think this .is fair and square, as you 
call it. 

John. Well, goon, 

Nic. Two-thirds of 36000 pounds are 24000 
pounds for your share, and there remains 12000 
for mine. Again, of the 40000 crowns I pay 
S4000, which is three-fifths, and you pay only 
16000, wliich is two-fifths; 24000 crowns make 
600O pounds; and 16000 crowns make 4000 
pounds; 12000 and 6000 make ISOOO; 24000 
and 4000 make 2S000. So there are 18000 
pounds to Wy share of the expense, and 2«0U0 
to your's. r' ■ 

X a ' [After 
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[After Nic. had bamboozled John a\rhile about 
the 18000 and the S8000, John called for coun- 
ters; but what with sleight of hand, and taking 
from his own score and adding to John's, Nic. 
brought the balance always on his own side-] , 

J. BuiL, Nay, good friend Nic, though I 
am not quite so nimble in the fingers, I under- 
stand ciphering as well as you. I will .produce you 
my accompts one by one, fairly writ out of my 
own books : and here I begin with the first. 
You must excuse me, if I- don't pronounce the 
law terms right, 

[John reads.] 
For the expenses ordinary of the suits, fees, to 

judges, puisne judges, lawyers innumerable of 

all sorts. 

Of extraordinaries, as follows ^cr accompt 

To esquire South'saccompt for Post torminums - 
To ditto for Non est factums _ . - 

To ditto for NoU prosequis, Discontinuance, and 

Retraxit - - - - - - - 

For Writs of error - - - . . 

Suits of conditions unperformed - - - 

To Hocus for Dedimus potestatem - 

To ditto for a Capias ad computandum 

To Frog's new tenants per accompt to Hocus, 

for Audita querelas . . _ - - 

On the said account for Writs of Ejectment and 

Distringas - - - _ . . 

To esquire South's quota for a return of a Noa 

est invent, and Nulla habet bona -y-^ 
To — ■-—— for a pardon in fortnd pavpcMs .. - 

.■' \' To 
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To Jack for a Melius inquirendum upon a Felo 

dese -- - -- 
To coach hire - - - - - _ 

For treats to juries and witnesses - - - , 

John having read over his articles, with the 
respective sums, brought in Frog debtor to him 
upon the balance - - - 3382 IS 00 

Then Nic. Frog pulled his hill out of bis pocket, 
«nd began to read ; 

Nicholas Frog's account. 
Remains to be deducted out of the former account. 
Paid by Nic. Frog, for his share of the ordinary 

expenses of the suit - - - - - ^ 

To Hocus for entries of a Rege inconsulto - - 
To John Bull's nephew for a Venire facias, the 

money not yet ail laid out - - - - 
The coach-hire for my wife and family, and the 

carriage of my goods during the time of this 

law-suit - - - - -- 

For the extraordinary expenses of feeding my 

family during this lawsuit - - - - 
To major Ab. 
To major Will - - - _ , - 

And summing all up, found due upon the ba- 
lance by John BuUto Nic. Frog - - 09 04 06 

J. Bull. As for your Venire facias, I have paid 
you for one already; in the other I believe you 
will be nonsuited. I'll take care of my nephew 
mysejf. .Your coach-hire and family charges are 
most unrtasoriable' deductions; at that rate I can., 
bring in4hy rfian m tjie world my debtor. But 
• . X 3 who 
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■who the devil are those two majors, that coti- 
sume all my money? I find tliey always run 
away with tlie balance in all accompts. 

Nic. rROG. Two very honest gentlemen, I as- 
sure you, tliat have done me some seivice. To 
tell you plainly, Major Ab. denotes thy greater 
ability, and major M'iH. thy greater willingness 
to carry on this lawsuit. It was but reasouable 
that thou shnuld'st pay both for thy power and 
thy positivcness. 

J. Bull. I believe I shall have those two honest 
majors discount on my side in a little time. 

Nic. Frog. Why all this higgling with thy 
friend ahout such a jialtry sum r Diies this be- 
come the generosity of the noble and rich John 
Bull? I wonder tliou art not ashamed. O Ho- 
cus! Hocus! where ait thou? It used to go 
another guise manner in thy time. When a poor 
man has almost undone himself for thy sake, thou 
art for fleecing him, and fleecing him: is that thy 
conscience, John? 

J. Bull. Very pleasant indeed! It is well 
known thou retaiiiest thy lawyers by the year, 
50 a fresh lawsuit adds bnt little to thy expenses; 
they are thy customers; I hardly ever sell them 
a farthing's worth of any thing: nay, thou hast 
set up an eating-house, where the whole tribe of 
them spend all they can rap or ran.* If it were 
well reckoned, I believe thou gettest more of 
my money, than thou spendest of thy own ; bow- 
ever, if thou viilt needs plead poverty, own, at 
least, that thy accompts are false. 

« The moDc;)' ipcut id HoUand 8Dd FJand^. ' .41. 

.:'. ';■;■ NIC. 
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Nic. Frog- No, marry, won't I; I refer my- 
self to these honest gentlemen; let them judge 
between us. l^t esquirt- South speak his mind, 
whether my acconipts are not right, and whe- 
ther we ought not to go oii with our lawsuit. 

J. Bull. Consult the butthcrs iibout keeping 
of Lent. Dost think that John Bull will lie tried 
by Piepowders:* I ttll you once for all, John . 
Bull knows where his siioe pinches ; none of your 
esquires shall give him tlie law, as long as he 
wears his trusty weap:)n"l)y his side, or has an 
inch of liroadtlotli in his shop. 

Nic. Feog. Why there it is; yon will be both 
judge iinit party; 1 am sorry thou discoverest so 
much of tliy headstrong humour before these 
strange gentlemen; I have often told thee it 
would prove thy ruin some time or other; let it 
never be said that the famous John Bull has de- 
parted in despite of conrt. 

J. Bull. And will it not reflect as much on 
thy character, Nic. to turn barrator in thy old 
days; a stirrer up of quarrels among thy neigh- 
bours r I tell thee, Nic. some time or other thou 
wilt repent this.' 

[But John saw clearly he should have nothing 
but wrangling, and that he shouUl have as little 
success in settling his accompts, as ending the 

" Court of Piepowder (Curia ptdls pulverixati) it a court of 
record, incidenl to every fair; whereof the steward ia judge, and 
■ the trial is by merebanla and traders in the fair. Jt is 90 called 
because it is most usual in the summer: and because of the 
eipeditioain bearing causes, for the matter is to be done, com- 
plained pf, heard, and determined the same day, that is before 
tbcdmt j^ off llic feet of the plaintiffs and defendants. H. 

''''., -.:\ x4 composition. 
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composition. " Since they will needs oyerlnad 
my shoulders," quoth John, " I shall thnivf 
down the burden with a squash among; them, 
take it up who dares; a man lias a fine lime of 
it, among a combination ofshaipers, tliat vouch 
for one another's lionesty John, look to thyself; 
old Lewis makes reasonable oft'ers; when thoi^ 
hast spent the small pittance that is left, thou 
wilt^ make a glorious figure, when thou art 
brought to live upon Nip. Frog's and esquire 
South's generosity and gratitude: if they use 
thee thus, when they want thee, what will they 
do, when thou wantest them? I say again, Joha 
look to thyself." 

John wisely stifled hjs resentment, aqd told 
the company, that in a little. time he should give 
them law, or something better.] 

All. Law! law! sir, by all means. What is 
twenty-two poor years towards the finishing i 
lawsuit? For the love of God, more law, sir!* 

J. Bull. Prepare your demands; how many 
years more of law do you want, that I may order 
my aflFairs accordingly? In the meanwhile fare- 
well. 

* Clamour* for continuing th6 war, U- 
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CHAP. XVIL 

pOW JOHN BULL FOUKD ALL HIS rAUILT Itf 
AN UPROAR AT HOME.* 

NIC FROG, who thought of nothing but car- 
ryinjf Joim to the market, and there disposing of 
him as liis own proper goods, was mad to find 
that John thought himself now of age to look 
after his own aifairs. He resolved to traverse 
this new project, and to make iiim uneasy in his 
own family. He had corrupted or deluded most 
of his Servants into the most extravagant con- 
peits in the world; that their master was run 
mad, and wore a dagger in one pocket, and 
poison in the other; that he had sold his wife 
ftnd children to Lewis, disinherited his lieir, and 
was going to settle his estate upon a parish boy; 
that if they did not look after their master, he 
would do some very mischievous thing. When 
Jojin came home, he found a more surprising 
scene than any he had yet met with, and that you 
yill say was somewhat extraordinary. 

He called his cook-maid Betty to bespeak his 
dinner: Betty told him, "That she begged his 
pardon, she could not dress dinner, till she kne^v 
what he intended to do with his will." " Why, 
Petty," quoth John, " thbu aft not run mad, art 
Jhpu? My will at present is to have dinner." 



- Qamoun about Ihe danger pflhc SI 
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"That may be," quoth Betty, "but my con- 
science wou't allow me to dress it, tilJ I know 
■whether you intend to do righteous things by 
your heir?" "I am sorry f6r that, Betty," quoth 
John, " I must find somebody else then." Then 
he called John the barber. " Before I begin," 
quoth John, " I hope your bonoyr won't be of- 
fended, if I ask you whether you intend to alter 
your will? If you won't give me a positive an- 
swer, your beard may grow down to your middle 
for me." " 'Igad so it shall," quoth Bull, "for 
I will never trust my throat in such a mad fel- 
low's hands. Where's. Dick the butler?" " Look 
ye," quoth Dick, " I am very willing to serve 
you in my calling, d'ye see ; but thore are strange 
reports, and plain dealing is best, d'ye see; I 
must be satisfied if you intend to leave all to your 
nephew, and if Nic. Frog is still your executor, 
d'ye see; if you will not satisfy me as to these 
points, you may drink with the ducks." "And 
»o I will," quoth John, " rather than keep a 
butler that loves my heir bettet than myself." 
Hob the shoemaker, and Pricket the tailor, told 
him, " They would most willingly serve him in 
their several stations, if he would pron;ise them 
never to talk with Lewis Balraon, and let Nicho- 
las Frog. linendraper, manage his concerns ; that 
they could neither make shoes nor clothes to any, 
that were not in good correspondence with their 
worthy friend Nicholas." 

J. Bull. Call Andrew, my journeyman. How 
go affairs, Andrew? I hope the devil has not 
taken possession of thy body too. 
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AwDREir. No, sir; I only desire to know what 
you would do if you were dead. 

J. Bu LL. Just as other dead folks do, Andrew. — 
This is amazing! [^side. 

Andrew. I mean if your nephew shall inhe- 
rit your estate? 

J. Lull. That depends upon himself. I shall 
do nothing to hinder him. 

Andrew. But will you make it sure? 

J. Bull. Thou meanest that I should put hira 
in possession, for I can make it no surer with- 
out that ; he has all the law can give him. 

AsDREW. Indeed possession, as you say, would 
make it much surer; they say, it is eleven points 
of the law. 

[John began now to think that they were 
all enchanted; he inquired about the age of the 
moon; if Nic. had not given them some intoxi- 
cating potion, or if old mother Jenisa was' stlU 
alive? "No, o'my faith," quoth Harry, "I be- 
lieve there is no potion in the case, but a little 
aurum potabile. You will have more of this by 
and by." He had scarce spoke the word, when 
another friend of John's accosted him after the 
following manner : 

*' Since those worthy persona, who are as much 
concerned for youv safety as I am, have employed 
me as their orator, I desire to know whether you 
will have it by way of syllogism, enthymem, di- 
lemma, or sorites." 

John now began to be diverted with their ex- 
travagance.] 

■.I" J. Bull. 
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J. Boll. Let's have a sorites by all means; 
though tliey are all new to me. 

Friend'. It is evident to all, who are versed 
in history, that there were two sisters that played 
the whore two thousand years ago : therefore it 
plainly follows, that it is not lawful for John 
Bull to have any manner of intercourse with 
Lewis Baboon: if it is not lawful for John Bull 
to have any manner of, intercourse (correspon- 
dence if you will, that is much the same thing), 
then & fortiori, it is much more unlawful for the 
said John to make over his wife anil children to 
the said Lewis: if his wife and children are not 
to be made over, he is not to wear a dagger and" 
ratsbane in his pockets f if he wears a dagger and 
ratsbane,, it must be to do mischief to himself or 
somebody else: if he intends to do mischief, he 
ought to be under guardians, and there is none 
so fit as myself, and, some other worthy per- 
sons, who have a commission for that purpose 
from Nic. Frog, the executor of his will and tes- 
tament. 

J. Boll. And this is your sorites, you say? — 
With that he snatched a good tough oaken cud- 
gel, and began to brandish it; then happy was 
the man, that was first at the door: crowding to 
get out, they tumbled down stairs ; and it is cre- 
dibly reported some of them dropped very va- 
luable things in the hurry, which were picked up 
by others of the family. 

"That any of these rogues," quoth John, 

'' should imagine, I a(n not as much concerned as 

tjiey about having my affairs in a settled condt- 

' tipn, 

C,q,t,=cdbvCO0glt" .; 
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tion; or that I would wrong my heir for I know 
not what! Well, Nic. I really cannot but ap- 
plaud thy diligence; I must own this is really a 
pretty sort-of a trick, but it shan't do thy busi- 
ness for all that." 



CHA?. xvnn 

MOW LEWIS BABOOy CAME TO VISIT JOHS BULL, 
AND WHAT PASSED BETWEEN THEM.* 

[I think it is but ingenuous to acquaint the reader, 
that this chapter was not written J^y sir Hum- 
phry himself, but by another very able pen of 
the university of Grub-street.] 

JOHN had (by some good instructions given 
him by sir Roger) got the better of his chole- 
ric temper, and M-rought himself up to a great 
steadiness of mind, to pursue his own interest 
through all impediments that were thrown in the 
way: he began to leave off some of his old ac- 
quaintance, his roaring and bullying about the 
streets ; he put on a serious air, knit his brows, " 
and, for the time, had made a very considerable 
progress in politics, considering that he had been 
kept a stranger to his own affairs. However, he 
could not help discovering some remains of lii» 
nature, when he happened to meet with a foot- 
•. -.i.- ball, 

* Pdvate aegodatiopE about Dunkirk. H. 



318 THE HISTORT OF 

ball, or a match at cricket; for which sir Ro- 
ger was sure to take him to task. John was 
■walking about his room, with folded arms, and 3 
a most thoughtful countenance; his servant 
brought him word, that one Lewis Baboon -be- 
low wanted to speak with him. John had got an 
impression, that Lewis was so deadly cunning a 
man, that he was afraid to venture himself alone 
with him: at last he took heart of grace: " Let 
him come up," quoth he, " it is but sticking to 
iny point, and he can never overreach me." 

Lewis Baboon. Monsieur Bull, I will frankly 
ackn&wledge, that my behaviour to my neigh- 
bours has been somewhat uncivil, and I bslieve 
you will readily grant me, that I liave met with 
usage accordingly. I was fond of backsword and 
cudgelplay from my youth, and I now bear in 
my body many a black and blue gash and scar, 
God knows. I had as good a warehouse, and as 
fair possessions, as any of my neighbours, though 
I say it; hut a contentious temper, flattering 
servants, and unfortunate stars, have broaght 
me into circumstances that are not unknown to 
you. These my misfortunes are heightened by 
domestic calamities. That I need not relate. I 
am a poor battered old fellow, and I would wil- 
lingly end my days in peace : but, alas! I see but 
small hopes of that ; for every new circumstance 
affords an argument to my enemies, to pursue 
their revenge; formerly I was to be banged, be- 
cause I was too strong, and now because I am 
too weak to resist'; I am to be brought ,down 
when too rich, and oppressed when tOo poor. 
Nic. Frog has used me like a scoundrel; you are 
a gentleman, 

L;,q-,:.i..,CODg[C 
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a geatleman, and X freely put tnyself in your 
hands, to dispose of ine as you think fit 

J. BuLt. Look you, master Baboon, as to 
your usage of your neighbours, you had best not 
dwell too much upon that chapter; let it suffice 
at present, that you have been met with; yoa 
hare been rolling a great stone up hill all your 
life, and at last it has come tumbling down, till 
it is like to crush you to pieces : plain dealing is 
best. If you have any particular mark, Mr. Ba- 
boon, whereby one may know when you fib, and 
when you speak truth, you had best tell it m^ 
that one may proceed accordingly; but since at 
present I know of none such, it is better that you 
should trust me, than that 1 shall trust you. 

L. Baboon. I know of no particular mark of 
veracity among us tradesmen, but interest; and 
it is manifestly mine not to deceive you at thi» 
time; you may safely trust me, I can assure y»u- 

J. Bull. The trust I give is in short this; I 
must have something in baud, before I make die 
bargain, and the rest before it is concluded. 

L. Baboon. To show you I deal fairly, name 
your something. 

J. Bull. I need not tell you, old hoy; tboa 
canst guess. 

L. Baboon. Ecclesdown castle,* I'll warrant 
you, because it has been formerly in your fa- 
mily! Say no more, you shall have it. 

J. Bull. I shall have it to m'own self? 
■ L. Baboon. To tliy n'own self. 



J. EVLL. 
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J. Bull. Every wall, gate, room, and inch of 
EcclesdowD castle, you say? 

Li Baboon. Just so. 

J. Bull. Every single stonft of Ecclesdowtf 
castle, to m'owQ self, speedily? 

L. Baboon; When you please; what needs 
more words? 

J. Bull. But tell me, old boy, hast thou laid 
aside all thy equivocal* and mentals in this case? 

L. Baboon. There's nothing like matter of 
fact ; seeing is believing. 

J. Bull. Now thou talkcst to the purpose; 
let us shake hands, old boy. Let me ask thee 
one question more: What hast thou to. do, to 
meddle with the affairs of my family? to dispose' 
of my estate, old boy? 

L. Baboon. Just as much as you have to do 
with the affairs of lord Strutt. 

J. Bull. Ay, but my trade, my very being 
was concerned in that.. 

L. Baboon. And my interest was concerned 
in the other : but let us both drop our pretences; 
for I believe it is a moot point, whether I am 
more likely to make a master Bull, or you a lord 
Strutt. 

J. Bull. Agreed, old boy; but then I must 
have security, that I sliall carry my broad clcih 
to market, old boy. 

L.Baboon. Thatyou shall: Ecclesdown castle ! 
Ecclesdown ! remember that; why would'st thou 
not take it, when it was offered thee some yean 
ago? 

J. Bull. I would not take it, because they 
told me thou would'st not give it me. 

.L. Baboon. 
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L. Baboon. How could monsieur Bull be so 
grossly abused by downright nonsense? they that 
advised yon to refuse, must have believed I in- 
tended to give, else why would they not make 
the experiment? but I can tell you more of that 
matter, than perhaps you know at present. 

J. Boll. But what say'st thou as to the es- 
quire, Nic. Frog, and the rest of the tradesmen? 
I must take tiare of them. 

L. Baboon. Thou hast but small obligations 
to Nic. to my certain knowledge: he has not 
used thee like a gentleman. 

J. Bun. Nic. indeed is not very nice in your 
punctilios of ceremony ; he is clownish, as a man 
may say: belching and calling of names have 
been allowed him, time out of mind, by pre- 
scription: but, however, we are engaged in one 
common cause, and I must look after him. 

L. Baboon. All matters that relate to him, 
and the rest of the plaintiffs in this lawsuit, I will 
refer to your justice. 



CHAP. XIX. 

NIC. rBOO*S LETTER TO JOHN BULL; WHEREIN - 
HE ENDEAVOURS TO VINDICATE ALL HIS 
CONDUCT, WITH RELATION TO JOHN BULL 
AND THE LAW-SUIT. 

NIC. perceived now that his cuUy had elepedi 
that John intended henceforth to deal without a 
broker; but he was resolved to leave no stone 

TOW xviii. r unturned 
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unturned to recover his bubble: among other 
artifices, he wrote a most obliging letter, which 
he sent him printed in a fair character. 

'* DBAR FRIBND,* 

" Whzn I considered the late ill usage I have 
met with from you, I was reflecting what it was 
that could provoke you to it, but upon a narrow 
inspection into my conduct, I can find nothing 
to reproach myself with, but too partial a con- 
cern for your interest. You no sooner set this 
composition afoot, but I was ready to comply, 
and prevented your very wishes; and the aflair 
might have been ended before now, had it not 
been for the greater concerns of esquire South, 
and the other poor creatures embarked in the 
same common cause, whose safety totiches me to 
the quick. You seemed a little jealous, that X 
had dealt unfairly with you in money-matters, 
till it appeared by your own accounts, that there 
was something due to me upon the balance. 
Having nothing to answer to so plain a demon- 
stration, you began to complain, as if I had 
been familiar with your reputation ; when it is 
well known, not only I, but the meanest servants 
in my family, talk of you with the utmost respect. 
. I have always, as far as in me lies, exhorted 
your servants and tenants to be dutiful : not that 
I any way meddle in your domestic affairs, 
which were very unbecoming for me to do. If 
some of your servants express their great concern 
for you, in a manner that is not so very polite, you 

*-SiilMtai>c««ftbeStitei letter. H. 
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ought to impate it to their extraordiaary zeal, 
■ which deserves a reward rather than a reproof. 
You cannot reproach me for want of success at 
the Salutation, since I am not master of the pas- 
sions and interests of other folks. I have beg- 
gared myself with this lawsuit, undertaken merely 
in complaisance to you; and if you would have 
bad but a little patience, I had still greater things 
in reserve, that I intended to have done for you. 
I hope, what I have said will prevail with you to 
lay aside your unreasonable jealousies, and that 
we may have no more meetings at the Salutation, 
spending our time and money to no purpose. My 
concern for your welfare and prosperity almost ■ 
makes me mad. You may be assured I will con- 
tinue to be 

Your affectionate friend and servant, 

NIC. FROG." 

John received this with a good deal of tang, 
froid : transeai, quoth' John, cum cceteris errorilus. 
He was now at his ease; he saw he could now 
make a very good bargain for himself, and a very 
safe one for otherfolks. " My shirt," quoth he, 
. *' is near me, but my skin is nearer; while I take 
care of the welfare of other folks, nobody can 
blame me to apply a little balsam to my own 
sores. It's a pretty thing, after all, for a man to 
do his own busit\ess; a man has such a tender 
concern for himself, there's nothing like it. 
This is something better, I trow, than for John 
Bull to be standing in the market, like a great 
dray-hbrse, with Frog's paws upoD his head. — 
What will you give me for this beast ?— Serviteur 
T S ' Nic 
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Nic. Frog, you may kiss my backside if ywi 
please. Though John Bull has not read your 
Arisloties, Platoes, and Machiavels, he can see 
as far into a milistoDe as another." With that 
John began to chuckle and laugh, till he was 
like to have hurst his sides. 



CHAP. XX. 

THB DISCOURSE * THAT PASSED BBTWKEN NIC. 
FROG AND ESQUIRE SOUTH, WHICH JOHN 
BULL OVEEHEARD. 

JOHN thought every minute a year, till he 
got into Ecclesdown castle ; he repairs to the Salu- 
tation, ^yith a design to break the matter gently 
to his partners ; before be entered, he overheard 
Nic. and the esquire in a very pleasant confer- 
ence. 

Esq. Sooth. O the ingratitude and injustice 
of mankind! that John Bull, whom I have ho- 
noured with my friendship and protection so 
long, should flinch at last, and pretend that he 
can disburse no more money for mel that the 
family of the Souths, by his sneaking temper, 
should be kept out of their own ! 

Nic. Frog. An't like your worship, I am in 
amaze at it; I think the rogue should be compel- 
led to his duty. 

* N^ociatioD ttetweea the einptvoF and At Dntrii, fur cob- 
tinning tbo war, ud getting the prc^tj of Fliuidtn. H, 
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EsQ< South. Tha:t he should prefer his scan- 
dalous pelf, the dust and dregs of the earth, to 
the prosperity and grandeur of my family I 

Nic. Frog. Nay, he is mistaken there too; 
for he would quickly lick himself whole again hy 
his vails. It's strange he shbuld prefer Philip 
Baboon's custom to esquire South'*. 

Esa. South. Aa you say, that my clothier, 
that is to get so much by the purchase, should 
refuse to put me in possession; did you ever 
know any man's tradesmen serve him so before ? 

Nic. Fbog. No, indeed, an't please your 
worship, it is a very unusual proceeding; and I 
would not have been guilty of it for the world. 
If yourhonour had not agreat stock of moderation 
and patience, you wouM not bear it so well as 
you do. 

- Esq. South. It is most intolerable, that's cer- 
tain, Nic, and I will be revenged. 

Nic Fbog. Methiuks it is strange, that Phi- 
lip Baboon's tenants do not all take your honour's 
part, considering how good and gentle a master 
you are. 

Ej<i. South. True, Nic, but few are sensible 
of merit in this world: it is a great comfort to 
have so faithful & friend as thyself in so critical 
a- juncture. 

Nic Fbog. If all the world should forsake 
yoB, be assured Nic. Frog liever will; let us 
stick to our point, and we'll manage Bull, FU 
warrant ye. 

Esft. South. Let me kiss thee, dear Nic. 1 
have fotind one honest man among^ a thousand at 
last. 

T?" . Nic. 

C,q,t,=cdbvC00g[C 



356 THE HISTOBY OF 

Nic. Fro«. If it were possible, your honour 
has it in your power to wed me still closer to your 
interest. 

Esft. SiPTH. Tell me quickly, dear Nic. 

Nic. Frog. You know I am your tenant ; the 
difference between my lease and an inheritance 
is such a trifle, as I am sure you will not grudge 
your poor friend; thatwiti bean encouragement 
to go on ; besides, it will make Bull as mad as 
the devil : you and I shall be able to manage him 
then to some purpose. 

Esq. South. Say no more, it shall be done, 
Nic. to thy heart's content. 

John all this while was listening to this comical 
dialogue, and laughed heartily in his sleeve at 
th§ pride and simplicity of the esquire, and the 
sly roguery of his friend Nic. Then of a sud- 
den bolting into the room, he began to tell them, 
that he believed he had brought Lewis to reason- 
able terms, if they would please to hear them. 

Then they all bawKd out aloud, "No compo- 
sition, Long live esquire South and the law!" As 
John was going to proceed, some roared, some 
stamped with their feet, others stopped their ean 
with their fingers* 

Nay, gentlemen, quoth John, if you will but 
stop proceeding a while, you shall judge your- 
selves whether Levis'a * proposals are reasonable. 

Ahf.. Very fine indeed, stop proceeding and 
10 lose a term. 

J. Bull. Not so neither, we have something 

'• FnpoMb for cewtion of tnn>, aad delivery of Dunkirk. H. 
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by way of advance, he will put ua in possession 
of his manor and castle of Ecclesdown. 

Nic. Fbog. What dost thou talk of us, thou 
meanest thyself. 

J. Bull. When Frog took possession of any 
thing, it was always said to be for us, and why 
may not John Bull be us, as well as Nic. Frog 
was us ? I hope John Bull is no more confined 
to singularity than Nic. Frog; or, take it so, the 
constaot doctrine, that thou hast preached up 
for many years, was, That Thou and I are One; 
and why must we be supposed Two in this case, 
that were always One beforer It's impossible 
that Thou and I can fall out, Nic; we must trust 
one another; I have trusted thee with a great 
many things, prithee trust me with this one 
trifle. 

Nic. Frog. That principle is true in the main, 
but there is some specialty in this case, that 
makes it highly inconvenient for us both. 

J. Bull. Tliose are your jealousies, that the 
common enemies sow between us ; how often hast 
thou warned me of those rogues, Nic, that would 
make us mistrustful of one another? 

Nic. Frog. This Ecclesdown castle is only a 
,bone of contention. - 

J. Bull. It depends upon you to make tt so, 
for my part ] am as peaceable as a lamb. 

Nic. Frog. But do you consider the unwhole- 
someness of the air and soil, the expenses of 
reparations and servants } I would scorn to ac- 
cept of such a quagmire. 

J. Bull. You are a great man^ Nic, but in 
T 4 my 
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my circumstanceg, I mntX be e'en content to 
take it as it is. . 

Nic. Faoo- And you are really so ailly, as to 
believe tlie old cheating rogue will give it you ? 

J. Buz.li. I believe , nothing but matter of 
fact, I stand and .fall by that, I am. resolved to 
put him to it. 

Nic. Fhoo, And so relinquish the hopefullest 
cause in the world, a claim that will certainly in 
the end make thy fortune for ever. 

J. Bull. Wilt thou purchase it, N^c.? thou 
shalt have a lumping pennyworth; nay, rather 
than we should diflferj Til give thee something to 
take it off my hands. 

Nic. Fbog. If thou would'st but moderate 
that hasty impatient temper of thine, thou 
should'st quickly see a better thing than all that- 
What shouldst thou think to find old Lewis turn- 
ed out of his paternal estates, and the mansiott- 
hoHse of Claypool?* Would not that do thy 
heart good, to see thy old friend Nic. Frog, lord 
Claypool ? * that thou and thy wife and chil- 
dren should walk in my gardens, buy toys, drtnk 
lemonade, aad now and thea we should have a 
country dance. 

J. Bull. I love to be plain. I'd as lieve see 
ipyself in Ecclesdowti castle, as thee in Claypool. 
I tell you again, Lewis gives this as a pled^je of 
bis sineerity: if you won't stop proceeding to 
bear him, I will. 

f O^Tpool; Paris;. Luitt'ta. H. 
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The rest op nic s eetches to keep johh' 
out of icclesdovtn ca3tlb.* 

. WHEN Nic. could not dissuade John by ar- 
gument, be tried to move his pity; he pretended 
to be sick and like to die, that he should leave 
his xtrife and children in a starving coodition, if 
John did abandon him ; that he was hardly able 
to crawl about the room, far less capable to 
look after wich a troublesome business as this 
lawsuit, and therefore begged that his good 
friend would not leave him. When he saw that 
John was still inexorable, he pulled out a case- 
knife, with which he used to snick and snee, 
and threaten to cut his own throat Thrice he 
aimed the knife to his wind-pipe with a most de- 
termined threatening air. " What signifies life," 
quoth he, " in this langui^ing condition ! It 
will be some pleasure, that my friends will re- 
venge my death upon this barbarous mAn, that 
bas been the cause of it-'* All this while John 
looked sedate and cabn, neither offerii^ in the 
least to snatch the knife, nor stop his bloT, 
tTusting to the tenderness Nic. bad for his own 
person: when he perceived, that John wm 

* Attempts to faindci tbe coutioDj and taking poMetnon of 
Donkiric, ;H. 
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immoveable in his purpose, he applied himself 
to Lewis. 

" Art thou," quoth he, " turned bubble in 
thy old age, from being a sharper in thy youth? 
What occasion hast thou to give up Ecclesdown 
castle to John Bull? his friendship is not worth a 
rush ; give it me, and I'll make it worth thy 
while. If thou dislikcst that proposition, keep 
it thyself; Vd rather thou should'st have it than 
he. If thou hearkenest not to my advice, take 
what follows ; esquire South and I will go on 
with our lawsuit in spite of John Bull's teeth." 

L. Baboon. Monsieur Bull has used me like 
a gentleman, and lam resolved to make good 
my promise, and trust him for the consequences. 

Nic. Frog. Then I tell thee thou art an old 

doting fool. With that, Nic. bounced up with 

a spring equal to that of one of your nimblest tum- 
blers or ropedancers, and fell foul upon John 
Bull to snatch the cudgel * he had in his hand, 
that be might thwack Lewis with it : John held 
it fest, so that there was no wrenching it from 
him. At last 'squire South buckled to, to assist 
his friend Nick: John hauled on one side, and 
they two on the other ; sometimes they were like 
to pull John over; then it went all of a sudden 
again on John's side; so they, went see-sawing 
up and down, from one end of the room to the 
other. Down tumbled the tables, bottles, glasses, 
and tobacco-pipes : the wine and the tobacco 
were almost trod under foot, till more of the 
tradesmen, joining with Nic. and the 'squire. 

• The Anny. 

John 
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John was hardly able to pull against them all, yet 
would he never quit hold of his trusty cudgel: 
which, by the contrary force of two so great 
powers, broke short id bis hands.* Nic. seized 
the longer end, and with it began to baatinada 
old Lewis, who had slunk into a comer, waiting 
the event of this squabble. Nic. came up to him 
with an insolent menacing air, so that the old 
fellow was forced to skuttleout of the room, and 
retire behind a dungcart. He called to .Nic: 
"Thou insolent jackanapes! Time was when 
thou durst not have used me so: thou now takest 
me Unprovided; but old, and infirm as I am, I 
shall find a weapon, by and b}', to chastise thy 
impudence." 

When John Bull had recovered his breath, he 
began to parley with Nic: "Friend Nic. I am 
glad to find thee so strong, after thy great com- 
plaints: really thy motions, Nic, are pretty vi- 
gorous for a consumptive man. As for thy 
worldly affairs, Nic, if it can do thee any ser- 
vice, I freely make over to thee this profitable 
lawsuit, and I desire all these gentlemen to bear 
witness to this my act and deed. Yours be all 
the gain, as mine has been the charges; I have 
brought it to bear finely: however, all I have 
laid out upon it goes for nothing: thou shalt 
have it with all its appurtenances'; I ask no- 
thing but leave to go home." 

Nic. Froo. The counsel are feed, ami all 
things prepared for a trial; thou shalt be forced 
to stand the issue : it shall be pleaded in thy name 
aa well as mine: go home if thou .canst; the gates 

"Theiqiaiatioaoftbearmf. H. 
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are shut, the turnpikes locked, and the roads 
barricadotd.* 

J. BuxL. Even these very ways, Nic, that 
thou toldest me were as open to nie as thyself? 
If 1 can't pass with my own equipage, what can 
I expect for my goods and waggons? I am de- 
nied passag;e through those very grounds, that 
I have purchased with my own money: however, 
I am glad I have made the experiment, it may 
serve me in some stead. 

[John Bull was so overjoyed that he was going 
to take possession of Ecclesdown, that nothing 
. could vex him. " Nic," quoth he, "lamjuat 
a going to leave thee; cast a kind look upon me 
at parting." 

Nic. looked sour and grum, and would not 
open his mouth.] 

J. Bull. I wish thee all the success that thy 
heart can desire, and that these honest gentle- 
men of the long robe may have their belliful of 
law. 

[Nic. could stand it no longer; hut flung out 
of the room with disdain, and beckoned the 
lawyers to follow him.} 

J". Bull. B'uy, b'uy, Nic; not one poorsmiJc 
at parting? won't you shake your day-day, Nic.?- 

b*uy Nic. With that, John marched out of 

the common road, 'cro^s the country^ to take 
possession of Ecclesdown. 

r * OfflcDl^AfOwnwrebofpflrtofOeanDrtoPiuikirk. H. 
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Of 7H£ GREAT lOT THAT JOHN EXPRESSED 
WHEN HE GOT POSSESSION OF BCCLBSDOWN.* 

WHEN John had got into his castle, he seemed 
like. Ulysses upon his plank, after he had been 
well soused in salt water: who (as Homer says) 
was as glad as a judge going to sit down to din- 
ner, after hearing a long cause upon the bench. 
I dare say John Bull's joy ivas equal to that of 
either of the two; he skipped from room to 
room; ran up stairs and down stairs, from th^ 
' kitchen to the garrets, and from the garrets to 
the kitchen; he peeped into every cranny; some- 
times he admired the beauty of the architecture, 
and the vast solidity of the mason's work; at 
other times he commended the symmetry and 
proportion of the rooms. He walked about the 
gardens; he bathed himself in the canal, swim- 
ming, diving, and' beating the liquid element, 
like a milk-white swan. The hall resounded , 
with the sprightly violin, and the martial haut- 
boy. The family tript it about and capered, 
like hailstones bounding irom a marble floor. 
Wine, ale, and October flew about as plentifully 
• as kennel water: then a trolic took John in the 
head to > c^U up some of Nic. Frog's pensioners, 
that had been so mutinous in his family. 

J. Bull. Are you glad to see your master in 
Ecclesdojrn castle ? 

* Dunkirk. H. 

All. 
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All. Yes, indeed, sir. 

J. fit) LL. Extremely glad ? 

All. Extremely glad, sir. 

J. Bull. Swear to me that you are so. 

Tlien they began to damn and sink their souls 
to the lowest pit of Hell, if any per$oi\ in tbe 
world rejoiced more than they did. 

J. Hull. Now hang me, if I don't believe you 
are a parcel of peijurad rascals; however, take 
this bumper of octob«- to your master's health. 

Then John got upon the battlements, and, 
looking over, he called to Nic. Frog: 

" How d'ye do, Nic? D'ye see where I am, 
Nic.? I hope the cause goes on swimmingly, 
Nic. When dost thou intend to go to Claypool, 
Nic. ? Wilt thou buy there some high beads of 
the newest cut for my daughters? How comest 
thou to go with thy arm tied up ? Has old Lewis 
given thee a rap over thy fingers-ends? Thy 
weapon was a good one, when I wielded it, but 
the butt-end remains in my hands. I am so busy 
in packing up my goods, that I have no time to 
talk with thee any longer. It would do thy heart 
good to see what waggon-loads I am preparing 
for market. If thou wantest any good office of 
mine, for itll that has happened, I will use thee 
w«]l, Kic. B'uy, Nic.*' 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

It has been disputed among the literati of 
'Grub-street whether sir Humphry proceeded aoy 
further into the history of John Bull. By dili- 
gent inquiry we have found the titles of some 
chapters, which appear to be a continuation of 
it ; and are as follow : 

Chap. I. How John was made angry with the 
articles of agreement. How he kicked the 
parchment through the house, up stairs and 
down stairs, and put himself in a great heat 
thereby. 

Chap. II. How in his passion he was going to 
- cut off sir Roger's head with a cleaver. Of the 
strange manner of sir Roger's escaping th« 
' blow, by laying his head upon the dresser. 

Chap. III. How some of John's servants at- 
tempted to scale his house with rope-ladders; 
and how many unfortunately dangled in the 
. same. 

Chap. IV. Of the methods by which John en- 
deavoured to preserve peace among his neigh- 
bours: how he kept a pair of steelyards to 
weigh them; and by diet, purging, vomiting, 

and 
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and bleeding, tried to bring them to equal bulk 
aad strength. 

Chap. V. Of false accounts of the weights given 
in by some of the journeymen: and of the 
Newmarket tricks that were practised at the 
steelyards. 

Chap. VI. How John's new journeymen brought 
him other-guise accounts of the steelyards. 

Chap. VII. Mow sir Swain Northy * was, by 
bleeding, purging, and. a steel diet, brought 
into a consumption ; and how John was forced 
afterward to give him the gold cordial. 

Chap. VIII. How Peter Bear f was overfed, and 
afterwards refused to submit to the course of 
physic. 

Chap. IX. How John pampered, esquire South 
with titbits, till he grew wanton; how he got 
drunk with Calabrian wine, and longed for 
Sicilian beef, and how John carried him thither 
in his barge. 

Chap. X. How the esquire, from a foul feeder, 
grew dainty: how he longed for mangoes, 
apices, and Indian birdsnests, &a and could uQt 
sleep but in a chintz bed. 
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Chap. XI. The esquire turned trade'sinati ; hov 
he sat up a China-shop * over against Nic. 
Frog. 

Chap. XII. How he procured Spanish flies to 
' blister hia neighbours, and as a provocative to 

himself. As likewise how he ravished Nic. 

Frog's favourite daughter. 

Chap. XIII. How Nic. Frog. hearing the girl 
squeak, went to call John BuU as a constable: 
calling of a constable no preventive of a rape. 

Chap. XIV. How John rose out of his bed in & 
cold morning to prevent a duel between esquire 
SDuth and lord Strutt; how to his great 
surprise, he found the combatants drinking 
geneva in a brandy-shop, with Nic.'s favourite 
daughter between them. How they both fell 
upon John, so that he was forced to fight his 
way out 

Chap. XV. How John came with his constable's 
staff to rescue Nic's daughter, and break the 
esquire's China-ware. 

Chap. XVI, Commentary upon the Spanish pro- 
verb, " Time and I agaiast any Two;" or ad- 
vice to dogmatical politicians, exemplified in 
some new affairs between John Bull and Lewis 
Baboon. 



* The Oitcnd Company. H. 
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Chap. Xvil. A discourse of the ddightfiit game 
of quadrille^ Hov I^ewis Baboon attempted 
to play a game solo io clubs, iod was beaited: 
boT Jobn called Lewis for his king, and ms 
afraid that his own partner should hire too 
many trick* : ud bow the success and skill of 
QuadrHi^ dependa upon calling » right king. 
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PROPOSALS 

ret >RiHTii(a a t«»» 

CURIOUS DISCOURSE, 

VBT^OAOriA nOAITIKH} 

ox, 

THE ART OF POLITICAL LYING. 



THERE is now in the press, a curious piece, 
entitled, tivhxeyl* n<^iTix4; or, The Art of Po- 
litical Lying: consisting of two volumes in 
quarto. 

Jhe PROPOSALS are, 

I. That if the author meets with suitable en- 
couragement, he intends to deliver the first vo- 
lume to the subscribers by Hilary Term next. 

II. The price of both volumes will be, to the 
subscribers, fourteen shillings, seven whereof are 
to be paid down, and the other seven at the de- 
livery of the second volume. 

III. Those that subscribe for six, shall have a 
seventh gratis ; which reduces the price to less 
than six shillings a volume. 

IV. That the subscribers shall have their names 
and places of abode printed at length. 

;:; z fi Por 
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For the encouragettient of so useful a work, it is 
thoDght fit the public should be informed of 
the contents of the fint volume, by one who 
has with gre^t care perused the mamiscript.* 

* " Arbathnpt hu uot me, from Wiodior, t pretlj Ikutmi 
ifm lying.; and I have ordered the printer to come fat 'a. It 
U 8 PropoMl for poblUhii^ « curioui piece, oWei.TitM^ 
PoSiieaJ Ljiag, ia Iwt Vobama, Bcc. ; and then there ii in ib- 
itTAct of the fint vciame, jnst like thote pamphlets, which tltcf 
call "Ti* Works ffiht Learmdr Joninallo Stella, Oct. p,i;!3- 

"The pamphlet of Paiitiaall^g U written by Dr. Arboihnot, 
the author of Ja4n£u?. It is verj prctljr, bnt nqt n otmoQi ta 
br uqdailoqd.' Ibid. Dee. 1^ N, 
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TEI 

ART 

or 

POLITICAL LYING. 



THE author, in his preface, makes some verj 
judicious reflections upon the origiual of arts 
and sciences : that at first they consist of scat- 
tered theorems and practices, which are handed 
about among the masters, and only revealed to 
the ^ii nr/tj, till such time as some great genius 
appears, vho collects these disjointed propost^ 
tioDS, and reduces them into a regular system. 
That this ts the case of that noble and useful art 
of Political Lying, which in this last age having 
been enriched with several new discoveries, 
ought not to lie any longer in rubbish and 
confusion, but may justly claim a place in the 
Encyclopa^iia, especially such as serves for ^ 
model of education for an able politician. That 
be proposes to himself no small stock of fame 
in future ages, in being the first who has under- 
taken this design ; and for the same reason he 
hopes the imperfection of his work will be ex- 
cused. He invites all persons who have any 
]talents that way, or any new discovery, to com- 
^ z 3 municate 
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municate their thoughts, assuriog them that ho- 
nourable mention shall be made of them in his 
work. 

The FIRST TOLirME conusts of zlitih chapters. 

Iir the first chapter of his excellent treatise, 
he reasons philosophically concerning the nfiture 
of the soul of man, and those qualities which 
tender it susceptible of lies. He supposes the 
toul to be of the nature of a piano -cylindrical 
speculum, or looking-gUus t that the plain side 
was made by God Almighty, but that the devil 
afterward wrought the other side into a cylindrical 
figure. The plain side represents objects just as 
they are ; and the cylindrical side, by tbe rules 
of catoptrics, must needs represent true objects 
false, aad false objects true : but the cylindrical 
side being much the larger sur^e, takes in a 
greater compass of visual ray^. That upon the 
cylindrical side of the soul of mau depends the 
idiole art and success of political lying. The 
author, in this chapter, proceeds to reason upon 
the qualities of the mind : as its peculiar fond- 
ness of the malicious and miraculous. Ilie'teo- 
dency of the soul toward the malicious, springs 
from self-love, or a pleasure to find mankind 
inore Wicked, base, or unfortunate, than our- 
selves. The design of the miraculous proceeds 
from the inactivity of the soul, or its incapacity 
to be moved or delighted with any thing that ii 
vulgar or common. The author having esta- 
blished the qualities of the mind, upon which his 
art is founded, he proceeds, 

la his second chapter, to treat' of the nature 



POLITICAL LTIKa. 3#3 

of political lying; which he de6Des'to be, "the 
«rt of convincing the people of salutary false* 
hoods, for some good end." He calls it an art^ 
to distinguish from that of telling truth, which 
does not seem to want art; but' then -he would 
liave this understood only as to the invention,, 
because there is indeed more art necessary to 
convince the people of a salutary truth, than k 
salutary falsehood. Then he proceeds to prove, 
that there are salutary falsehoods, of which he 
gives a great many instances, both before and 
after the revolution ; and demonstrates plainly, 
that we could not have carried on the war so 
long without several of those salutary falsehoods. 
Hegives rules to calculate the value of s political 
lie, in pounds, shillings, and pence. By good, hi 
does not mean that which is absolutely so, but 
what appears so to the artist, which is a sufficient 
ground for him to proceed upon; and he dis- 
tinguishes the good, as it commonly is, into 
ionum utile, tialce, et hone$tum. He shows yod 
that there are poKtrcal lies of a mixed nature 
which include all the three in different respects: 
that the utile reigns generally about the Ex- 
change, the duke znd honettum at tlie Westmin- 
ster end of the town. One man spreads a lie to 
sdl or buy stock to greater advantage ; a se- 
cond, because it is honourable to serve his par^; 
and a third, because it is sweet to gratify hi^ 
revenge. Having explained the several IttmA 
of his definition, he proceeds, 

In his third chapter, to treat of the lawfulness 

of political lying ; which he deduces from its 

true and genuine principle?, by rnquiring intd 
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the several rights, that mankind, have to trutli. 
He shows that people have a right to private 
truth from their neighbpurs, and economical 
truth from their own family; that they shduld 
not be abused by their wives, children, and ser^ 
vants ; but that they have no right at all t© 
political truth ; that the people may as well all 
pretend to be lords of manors, and possess great 
estates, as to have truth told them in matters of 
government. The author, with great judgment^ 
states the several shares of mankind in this mat- 
ter of truth, according to their several capacities, 
dignities, and professions ; and ^ihows you, that 
children have hardly any share at al! ; in con- 
sequence of which, they have very seldom any 
tnith told them. It must be owned, that the 
author, in this chapter, has some seeming difficul- 
ties to answer, and texts of Scripture to explain. 
The fourth chapter is wholly employed in this 
(juestion, " Whether the right of coinage of po- 
litical lies be wholly in the government?" The 
author, who is a true friend to Enghsh liberty, 
determines in the negative, and answers all the 
arguments.of the opposite party with great acute- 
ness: that as the government of England has a 
mixture of democratical in it, so the right pf in- 
venting and spreading political lies is partly in 
the people; and their, obstinate -adherence to 
this just. privilege has been most conspicuous, 
and shined with great lustre of late years ; that 
it happens very often, that there are no other 
means left to the good people of England to pull 
down a ministry and government they are weary 
of, but by CKcrcising this their undoubted right; 

that 
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that abunrlaiice of political tying is a sure sign 
of true .Engrish liberty: that as ministers do 
sometioiea use tools to support their power, it is 
but reasonable that the. people should employ 
the same weapon ta defend themselves, and pull 
them down.. 

. In his ^fth chspter, he divides political lies 
into several species and classes, and gives precepts 
about the inventing, spreadiog, and p^'opagating 
^e several sorts of them : he begins with the 
rumores and tibelH Jamosif such as concern the 
i;eputation of men in power : where he finds fault 
with the common mistake, that takes notice only 
of one sort, vir. the detractory or defamatory ; 
vhereas io truth there are three sorts, the de- 
tractoiy, the additory, and the translatory. The 
additory gives to a great man a larger share of 
reputation than belongs to him, to enable him to 
serve some good end or purpose. The detrac- 
tory, or defamatory is a He, which takes from a 
great man the reputation that justly belongs to 
him, for fear he should use it to the detriment of 
the public. The translatory is a lie, that trans- 
fers the merit of a man's good action to another, 
whojs in himself more deserving; or transfers 
the -demerit of a bad action from the true author 
to a person, who is in himself less deserving. He 
gives several instances of very great strokes in 
eiU the three kinds, especiallyin the last,, when it 
was necessary, for the good of the public, to 
bestow the valour and conduct of one man upon 
■nother, and ttiat of many to one man; nay 
even, upon a good occasion, a man may be rob- 
bed of his victory by a person tfiJt did not com- 
mand . 
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niand in the action.* The restoring and destroy- 
ing the public, may be ascribed to persons, who 
had no hand in either. The author exhorts all 
geotlenien practitioners to exercise themselves tn 
the translator^, because the existence of the 
things themselves being visible, and not demand- 
ing any proof, there wants nothing to be put upon 
the public, but a false author, or a false cause; 
which is no great presumption upon the credulity 
of mankind, to whom the secret springs of things 
are for the most part unknown. 

The author proceeds to give some precepts as 
to the additory : that when one ascribes any 
thing to a person, which does not belong to him, 
the lie ought to be calculated not quite contra-- 
dictory to his known qualities : for example one 
would not make the French king present at apro- 

* Major-gvnenl Webb obtained a gloriAoi nctoT7 over tbe 
Frcndi, near W^oeiidalc, io the year 17O8. He w» sent witb 
0000 of the coniederaie troopi to goard a great convoy to tbe 
^lied army bealagiag Lisle : ccmnt de Is Motte catoe oat fian 
Ghent, with near 24,O0O men, to intenxpt them 1 but major-g^ 
Deral WeU> ditpoted hiim«n with inch sdmiraUc •kill, diat not* 
i^ithitandiag tbe vait aupcrlority of Dumbers, by the pure force <^ 
OTder and diipoutioo, the French were driven back in two or 
three luccewive attempt! ; and, after having lost 6 or ^OOOtnea, 
could be brought to charge no more. Tbti may juttty be redtooad 
among tbe gnatett actiooi of that war : but the duke of Abrl- 
bonn^h't lecretary, ii bit letter wntten to England, gava all the 
Jwiioiir of it to general Cadogan, the duke's farourite, who did 
not come ap till after the engagement. This was so resented by 
general Webb, that he left the-army in disgust': and, coming into 
EtigUnd to do himself justice, recdved the unanimous thanks u£ 
tbe bouse of Common*, ftir his cmiuent servicct by that great ac- 
tion ; which was also acknowledged, in a distinguishing manner, 
by the king of PnitsU, who bestowed on him the order of gene- 
rosity. H. 

teatant 
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testant conventicle ; nor, like queen Elizabetli, 
•T«3tore the overplus 6f taxes to his subjects. 
One would not bring in the emperor giving two 
months pay in advance to his troops; nor the 
Dutch. payingmore than their quota. One would, 
not make the same person zealous for a standing 
army, and public liberty ; oor an atheist support 
the church ; nor a lewd fellow a reformer of man- 
ners ; nor a hot-headed, crack-brained, coxcomb 
forward for a scheme of moderation. But, if it is 
absolutely necessary that a person is to have some 
good adventitious quality given him, the author's 
precept is, that it should not be done at first in 
extreme gradu. For example; they should not 
make a covetous man give away, all at once, five 
thousand pounds in a charitable, generous way; 
twenty or thirty pounds may suffice at first. 
.They should not introduce a person of remark- 
able ingratitude to his benefactors, rewardiug a 
poor man for some good ofHce that was done him 
thirty yjoars ago : but they may allow him to ac- 
knowledge a service to a person, who is capable 
atill to do him another. A man, whose personal 
courage is suspected, is not at first to drive whole 
squadrons before him : Imt he may be allowed the 
merit of some squabble, or throwing a bottle at 
bis adversary's head. 

It will not be allowed to make a great man, that 
is a known despiser of religion, spend whole days 
in bis closet at his devotion; but you may with 
safety make him sit out public prayers with de- 
cency. A great man, who has never been known 
willingly to pay a just debt, ought not} all of a 
sudden. 
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sudden, to be introduced making restitution of 
thousands he has cheated ; let it suffice at first to 
pay twenty pounds to a friend, who has lost his 
note. 

He lays down the same rules in the detractory 
or defamatory kind ; that they should not b« 
i)uite opposite to the qualities the persons are 
supposed to have. Thus it will not be found ac- 
cording to the sound rules of pseudology, to re- 
port of a pious and religious prince, that he neg- 
lects his devotion^ and would introduce heresy; 
but you may report of a merciful prince, that he 
has pardoned a criminal, who did not deserve it. 
You will be unsuccessful, if you give out of a 
:great man, who is remarkable for his frugality 
for the public, that he squanders away the na- 
tion's money ; but you may safely relate that he 
hoards it: you must not affirm he took a bribe, 
-but you may freely censure him for beii^ tardy 
in his payments : because, though neither may be 
true, yet the last is credible, the &nt not Of an 
open-hearted, generous minister, you are not to 
say, that he was in au intrigue to beti^y his coun- 
try.: but you may affirm, with some probability, 
that he was in an intrigue with a lady. He warns 
all practitioners to take good heed to these pre-> 
cepts; for want of which, many of their lies of 
late have proved abortive or short-lived^ 

In the sixth chapter he treats of the miracu- 
lous ; by .which he understands any thing that 
exceeds the common degrees of probability. In re- 
spect to the people, it is divided into two sorts, the 
/li ^aCtfev or the re ^iMtittf, terrifying lies, and ani- 
mating 
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mating or encouragmg lies ; both being extremely 
useful on their proper occasions. Concerning the 
T«^«Cifw he gives several rules; one of vhich is, 
that terrible objeots should not be too frequently 
shown to the people, lest they grow familiar. He 
says, it is absolutely necessary that the people of 
England should be frighted with the French king 
and the pretender once a year ; but that the bears 
should be chained up again till that time twelve* 
month. The want of observing this so necessary 
a precept, in bringing out the raw head and 
bloody bones upon every trifling occasion, has 
produced great indifference. in the vulgar of late 
years. As to the animating or encouraging lies, 
he gives the following rules ; that they should not 
far exceed the common degrees of probability; 
that there should be variety of them; and the 
same lie not obstinately insisted upon : that the 
'promissory or prognosticating lies should not be. 
upon short days, for fear the authors should have 
the shame and confusion to see themselves spee- 
dily contradicted. He examines by these rules 
that well meant but unfortunate lie of the con- 
quest of France, which continued near twenty 
years together ; • bqt at last, by being too obsti- 
nately insisted upon, it was worn threadbare, and 
became unsuccessful. 

As to the TO TipaTwJi;, or the prodigious, be haft 
little to advise, but that their comets, whales, 
and dragons should be, sizeable; th^r storms, 
tempests, and earthquakes, without the r^ach of 
9- day's journey of a man and horse. 

• During the rdgoi of king Wmiam anij queen Anne. H. 

The 
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The seventh chapter is wholly taken up in an 
inquiry, which of the two parties are the greatest 
artists in political lying. He owns, that some- 
times the one party, and sometimes the other, is 
better believed ; but that they have both very 
good geniuses among them. He attributes the 
ill success of either party to their glutting the 
market, and retailing too much of a bad commo- 
dity at once: when there is too great a quantity 
of worms, it is hard to catch gudgeons. He pro- 
poses a scheme for the recovery of the credit of 
any party, which indeed seems to be somewhat 
chimerical, and does not savour of that sound 
judgment the author has shown in the rest of the 
work. It amounts to this, that the party should 
agree to vent nothing but truth for three months 
together, which will give them credit for six 
months lying afterward. He owns, that he be- 
lieves it almost impossible to find fit persons to 
execute this scheme. Toward the end of the 
chapter, he inveighs severely against the fblly of 
parties, in retaining scoundrels, and men of low 
genius, to retail their lies ; such aa most of the 
- present news-writers are ; who, except a strong 
bent and inclination towards the profession, seem 
to be wholly ignorant in the rules of pseudology, 
^nd not at all qualified for so weighty a trust. 

In his next chapter he treats of some extraor- 
dinary geniuses, who have appeared of late years, 
especially in their disposition toward the miracu- 
lous. He advises those hopefiil young men to 
turn their invention to the service of their coun- 
try ; it being inglorious, at this time, to employ 
their talent in prodigious fox-cbasea, horsecourses, 
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feats of activity Jn driviog of coachn, jiunpiog* 
Tuoning, swallowiDg of peaches, pulling out whole 
Kts of teeth to clean, &c. when their couotry 
stands in so much need of their assistance. 

The eighth chapter is a project for uniting the 
several smaller corporations of liars into one so- 
ciety. It is too tedious to give a full account of 
the whole scheme: what is most remarlrable is, 
that this society ought to consist of the heads of 
each party : that no lie is to pass current without 
their approbation, they being the best judges of 
the present exigencies, and what sorts of lies are 
demanded : that in such a coi^oration there ought 
to be men of all professions, that ra w^ir», and the 
TffuXfyM, that is, decency and probability, maybe 
observed as much as possible : that beside the 
persons above-mentioned, this society ought to 
consist of the hopeful geniuses about the town 
(of which there are great plenty to be picked up ' 
in the several coffeehouses) travellers, virtuosoes, 
foxhunters, jockies, attorneys, old seamen and 
soldiers out of the hospitals of Greenwich and 
Chelsea : to this society, so constituted, ought to 
be committed the sole management of lying: 
that in their outer room, there ought always to 
attend some persons endowed with a great stock 
of credulity, a generation that thrives mightily 
in this soil and climate : he thinks a sufficient 
number of them may be picked up any where 
about the exchange : these are to circulate what 
the others coin ; for no man spreads a lie with so 
good a grace as he that believes it : that the rule 
of the society be, to iovept a lie, and sometimes 
%WQ for every day ; in the choice of which, great 
..V..- ' regard 
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regard ought to be had to the weather, and the 
season of the year: your (fmfffpa, or terrifying ■ 
lies, do mighty well in November and December, 
but not so well in May and June, unless the eas- 
terly winds reign; that it ought to be penal for 
any body to talk of any thing but the lie of the 
day: that the society is to iiiaintaih a sutHcien't 
number of spies at court, and other places, to 
furnish hints and topics for invention, and a gene- 
ral correspondence of all the market-towns for 
circulating their lies : that if any one of the stf- 
ciety were observed to blush, or look oiit of coun- 
tenance, or want a necessary circumstance in tell- 
ing the lie, he ought to be expelled, and declared 
incapable: beside the roaring lies, there ought to 
be a private committee for whi3j)erers, Constituted 
of the ablest men of the society. Here the author 
makes a digression in praise of the whig party, for 
the right understanding and use of proof-lies. A 
proof-lie is like a proof-charge for a piece of Ord- 
nance, to try a standard credulity. Of such a 
nature he takes ti-ansubstantiation to be in the 
church of Rome, a proof-article, which if any one 
swallows, they are sure he will digest every thing 
else :, therefore the whig party do wisely, to try 
the credulity of the people sometimes by swingers, 
that they may be able to judge, to what height 
they may charge them afterward. Toward the 
cimJ of this chapter, he warns the heads of parties 
against believing theifowo lies, which has proved 
of pernicious consequences of late ; both a wise 
party, and a wise nation, having regulated their 
affairs lipon lies of their own invention. The 
causes of this he supposes to be, too great a zeal 
. . .^■'■■■•s^d . 
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andintensebess i& the practice of this art, and a 
vehemeot heat in mutual conversatiom, whereby 
they persuade one another, that what they wish, 
and report to be true^ is really so : that all par- 
ties have been subject to this misfortune, llie 
jacolutes have been constantly infested vith it; 
but the wbigs of late seemed even td eKceed 
them in this ill habit and weakness. To this 
chapter the author sut^ios a calendar of liea^ 
proper for the several months of the year. 

The ninth chapter treats of the celerity and du- 
ration of lies. As to the celeri^ of their motion, 
the author says it is almost incredible: he gives 
several instances of liea, that have gone faster than 
a man can ride post : your terrifying lies travel at 
a prodigious rate^ above ten miles an hour: your 
whispers move in a narrow vortex, but very 
swiftly< The author says, it is impossible to ex- 
plain several phenomena in relation to the cele- 
rity of liesj without the supposition of synchro- 
nism and combination^ As to the duration bf 
lies, he aays there are of all sorts, frcnn hours and 
4lays, to ages; that there are some, which, like 
insects, die and revive again in a different form; 
that good artists, like people who build upon a 
short lease, will calculate the duration of a lie' 
surely to answer their purpose ; to last just as 
long, and no longer, tlian the turn is served. 

The tenth chapter treats of the characteristiot 
of lies ; how to know^ when, M-here,.and by whon^ 
invented. Your Dutch, English, and French ware 
are amply distinguished from one another; an ex^ 
change lie from one coined at the other end of 
the town : great judgment is to be shown as to 

vfiu-kriu. , A A the 
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the place where the species is intended to circa- 
late: very low and base coin will serve for Wap- 
ping : there are several coffeehouses, that have 
their particular stamps, which a judicious practi- 
tioner may easily know. All your great men 
'hare their proper phantateustics. The author 
says he has attained, by study and application, to 
.Co great skill in this matter, that, bring him any 
lie, he Can tell whose image it bears so truly, as 
the great tnan himself shall not have the face to 
deny it The promissory lies of grjcat men are 
known by shouldering, hugging, squeezing, smil- 
ing, bowing; and their lies in matter of fac^ by 
immoderate swearing. 

He spends the whole eleventh chapter on one 
simple question, Whether a lie is best contra- 
dicted by truth, or by another lie? The author 
says, that, considering the large extent of the 
cylindrical surface of the soul, and the greatpro- 
penstty to believe lies in the generality of man- 
kind of late years, he thinks the properest con- 
tradiction to a lie, is another lie. For example ; 
If it should be reported that the pretender was M 
I^ndon, one would not contradict it by sayin^^ 
he never was in England ; but you must prove by 
«ye witnesses, that he came no further than 
Crreenwich, and then went back again. Thus if 
it be spread about, that a great person were dying 
of some disease, you must not say the truth, that 
they are in hiealth, and never had such a disease, 
but that they are slowly recovering of it. So 
there was not long ago a gentlemftn, who affirm* 
cd, that the treaty with France, for bringing po- 
^ry and slavery into England, was ejgned the 
:^ V\ ^Slh 
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Ijth of September; to which another answered 
very judiciously, not, by opposing truth to bis 
lie, that there was no such treaty ; but that, to 
his certain knowledge, there were many thingi 
in that treaty not yet adjusted. 

[The account of the second volume of this excel- 
lent treatise is reserved for another time.] 
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REASONS 

mtnttht omRBD ir 
The Cmptmtf aeercitmg the Trade and Myttery 

•r 

UPHOLDERS, 

tMtxmvt VAar or t>b 

BILI^ • 

fOK TUB BBTTIR TnwiNO, SEARCamO, AND ZXAftUKtNC^. 
DRUGS, MEDICINES, *e. i7t«.* 



BEING called upon by several retailers and 
dispensers of dru^ and medicines about town, ta 
use our endeavours agaiuat the bill now depend-' 
jng for viewing, &c In regard of our commoa 
interest, and in gratitude to the said retailers and 
dispensers of medicines, which we have always 
found to be very eiFectuat, we presume to lay the 
following reasons before the public against the 
«aid biU. 

That the company of upholders are far from 
being averse to the giving of drugs and medicines 
in general, provided (hey be of such qualities as 

* In tbe year \^%4, tbe physidans made application toparlb- 
tneot to prevcat apothecaries diipenstng niediciaes without the, 
pfetciipti(»i of a physidan; doriog which thii tract vai dii^ened 
indteconitofrcqaau. H. 

we 
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we require, and administered by such penoos, in 
whom our company justly repose the greatest 
confidence; and provided they tend to the en- 
couragement of trade, and the consumption of 
the woollen manufacture of this kingdom. 

We beg leave to observe, that there has been 
no complaint from any of the nobility, gentry, 
and citizens whom we have attended. Our prac- 
tice, which consists chiefly fn outward applica- 
tions, having been always so efFectuat, that none 
of our patients have been obliged to undergo a 
second operation, excepting one gentlewoman; 
who, after her first burial, having burdened her 
husband with a new brood of posthumous chil- 
dren, her second funeral was by us performed 
without any further charges to the said husband 
of the deceased. And we humbly hope, that one 
single instance of this kind, a misfortune owing 
merely to the avarice of a sexton, in cutting off a 
ring, will not be imputed to any want of skill, or 
care, in our company. 

We humbly conceive, that the power by thit 
bill lodged in the censors of the college of phy- 
sicians to restrain any 'of his majesty's subject|i 
from dispensing, and well-disposed persons from 
taking, what medicines they please, is a manifest 
eincroachment on the liberty and property of the 
•abject. 

As the company, exercising the trade and 
mystery of upholders, have an undisputed right 
-ill apd upon the bodies of all and every the sub- 
jects of the kingdom ; we conceive the passing 
pf this bill, though not absolutely depriving them 
A A 3 of 
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of tbeir sud right, might keep them out of poa- 
^essioD by uDreasonable delays, to the great de- 
triment of our company, and their numerous 
families. , 

We hope it vilt be .considered, that there are 
multitudes of necessitous heirs and penurious 
parents, persons in pinching circumstances with 
numerous families of children, wives that have 
lived long, many robust aged women with great 
jointures, elder brothers with bad understandings 
single heirs of great estates, whereby the colla- 
teral line are for ever excluded, rever9ionary pa* 
tents, and reversionary promises Of preferments, 
leases upon single lives, and play-debts upon joint 
lives, and that the persons sq aggrieved have no, 
hope of being speedily relieved any other way, 
than by the dispensing of drugs and medicines io 
the manner they now are : burying alive being 
judged repugnant tp the known laws of this 
kingdom. 

That there are many of the deceased, who, by 
certain mechanic^.! motions and powers, are ear- 
ned about town, who would have been put into 
our bands long before this time, by any other 
' well ordered government: by want of a due po- 
lice in this particular, our company have been 
great sufferers. 

That frequent funerals contribute to preserve 
the genealogies of families, and the honours con- 
ferred by the crown, which are no where so weU 
illustrated as on this solemn .occasion : to main- 
tain necessitous clergy; to enable the clerks to 
«|^ear in decent habits to officiate on Sundays; 

to 
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to feed the great retinue of sober and roelancboly 
men, who appear at the said funerals, and who 
must starve without constant and regular em- 
ployment. Moreover, we deaire it may be re- 
membered, that, by the passing of this bill, the 
nobility and gentry will have their old coaches 
lie upon their hands, which are now employed by 
our company. 

And we farther hope, that frequent funerals 
will not be discouraged, as it is by this bill pro- 
posed, it being the only method left of carrying 
some people to church. 

We are afraid, that, by the hardships of this 
bill, our company will be reduced to leave their 
business here, and practise at York and Bristol, 
where the free use of bad medicines will be still 
allowed. 

It is therefore hoped, that no specious pretence 
whatsoever will be thought sulBcient to introduce 
an arbitrary and unlimited power for people to 
live (in defian(^e of art) as long as they can by 
the course of nature, to the prejudice of our com- 
pany and the decay ef trade. 

That as our company are likely to suffer, in 
some measure, by ihe power given to physicians 
to dissect the bodies of malefactors, we humbly 
hope, that the manufacture of cases for skeletons 
will be reserved solely to coffiurmakers. 

We likewise humbly presume, that the interest 
of the several trades and professions, which de- 
pend upon outs, m^y be regarded ; such as that 
of hearses, coaches, cofiins, epitaphs, and Jbell- 
rope^, Stonecutters, featheripen, and bell-ringers; 
A A 4 and 
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and especially the manufacturers of crapes-; and 
the makers of stuff; who use great quantities of 
old coffins, and who, considered in the consumpT 
tion of their drugs, employ by far the greatest 
number of hands of any manufacture of the 
kingdom. 
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Ta tlu Rlfbt HamuriUa 
THB MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 

City of London. 

THE 

HUMBIfE PETITION 



COUJXRS, COOKS, COOK-MAIDS, BLACKSMITHS, JACKHAKEM, 
BI^ASIEKS, AND OTHERS, 



THAT whereas certain virtuosi disaffected to 
the government, and to the trade and prosperity 
of this kingdom, taking upon them the name and 
title of the Catoftbical Victdallebs, have 
presumed by gathering, breaking, -folding, and 
bundling up the sunbeams, by the help of certain 
glasses, to make, produce, and kindle up several 
new focuses or fires within these his majesty's 
dominions, and there to boil, hake, stew, fry^ 
and dress all sorts of victuals and provisions, to 
brew, distil spirits, smelt ore, and in general to 
perform all the offices of culinary fires ; and are 
endeavouring to procure to themselves the mono* 
poly of this their said invention : We beg leave 
humbly to represent to your honours, 

That such grant or patent will utterly ruin and 
reduce to beggary your petitioners, their wives, 
cbildre^i servants, and trades on them depend- 
ing; 
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jog ; there beiog nothing left to them, after the 
•aid invention, but warming of cellars and dres- 
sing of suppers in the winter-timeJ That the 
aboVrshing of so considerable a branch of the 
coasting trade, as. that of the colliers, will de- 
stroy the navigation of this kingdom. That 
-whereas the said catoptrical victuallers talk of 
making use of the moon by night, as of the sun , 
by day, they will utterly ruin the numerous body 
of tallowchandlers, and impair a very consider- 
able branch of the revenue, which arises from 
tbe tax upon tallow and candles. 

That the said catoptrical victuallers do profane ' 
tbe emanations of that glorious luminary the sun, 
which is appointed to rule the day, and not to 
roast mutton. And we humbly conceive, it will 
JK found contrary to the known laws of this 
kingdom, to confine, forestal, and monopolize 
the beams of the sun. And whereas the said 
catoptrical victuallers have undertaken by burn- 
ing glasves made of ice to roast an ox upon the 
Thames next winter: we conceive all such prac- 
tices to he an encroachment upon the righta and 
privileges of the company of watermen. 

That the diversity of exposition of the several 
kitchens in this great city, whereby some'Teci;iTe 
the rays of the sun sooner, and others later, will 
occasion great irregularity as to the time of din- 
ing of the several inhabitants, and conjequeatly 
great uncertainty and confusion in the dispatch 
of business: and to those, who by reason of their 
northern exposition will be stiU forced to be at 
the expense of culinary fires, it wi|l reduce the 
price of their matuifacture to such inec^ity, as . 
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is- Jaconsistcnt with common justice: and the 
same inconveniency will aflFect landlords in the 
value of their rents. 

That the use of the said glasses will oblige 
cooks and cook-maids to study optica and astro- 
nomy, in order to know the due distance of the 
said focuses or fires, and to adjust the position 
of their glasses to the sevftral altitudes of the 
sun, varying according to the hours of the day, 
and the seasons of the year; which studies at 
these years, will be highly troublesome to the 
said cooks and cook-maids, not to say any thing 
of the utter incapacity of some of them to go 
through 'with such difficult arts ; or (which is 
still a greater iuconvenience) it will throw the 
whole art of cookery into the hands of astrono- 
mers and glassgrinders, persons utterly unskilled 
in other parts, of that profession, to the great 
detriment of the health of his majesty's good 
subjects. 

That it is known by experience, that meat 
roasted with sunbeams is extremely unwhole- 
some; witness severjd that have died suddenly 
after eating the provisions of the said catoptrical 
victuallers ; forasmuch as the sunbeams taken in- 
wardly render the humours too hot and adust, 
occasion gre^ sweatings, and dry up the rectual 
moisture. 

That sunbeams taken inwardly shed a malig- 
nant influence upon the brain by their natural 
tendency toward the moon ; and produce mad- 
ness and distraction at the time of the full moon. 
That the c<?nstant use of so great quantities of 
this kiward light, will occasion the growth of 
. , ,' , quakerism, 
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quakerism, to the danger of the charch ; and of 
poetry, to the danger of the state. 

That the influences of the consteUations, 
through which the sun passes, will with his 
beams be conveyed into the blood; and when 
the sun is among the horned signs, may produce 
luch a spirit of unchastity, as is dangerous to 
the honour of your A^orsbips families. 
. That mankind living much upon the seeds and 
other parts of plants, these being impregnated 
with the sunbeams, may vegetate and grow in the 
bowels, a thing of more dangerous consequence 
to human bodies than breeding of worms; and 
this will fait heaviest upon the poor, who live 
upon roots; and the weak and sickly, who live 
upon barley and rice-gruel, &c. for which we 
are ready to produce to your honours the opi- 
nions of emjnent physicians, that the taste and 
property of the victuals ia much altered to the 
worse by the said solar cookery, the fricassee* 
being deprived of the haut gout_ they acquire by 
being dressed over charcoal; 

Lastly, Should it happen, by an eclipse of an 
extraordinary length, that this city should be 
deprived of the sunbeams for several months ; 
how will his majesty's subjects subsist in the 
interim, when common cookery, with the arts 
depending upon it, is totally lost? 

Jn consideration of these, and many other in- 
conveniences, your petitioner* humbly pray, 
that your- honours would either totally pro- 
hibit the confining and manufacturing the 
sunbeams for any of the useful purppses of 
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life, or in tlie ensuing parliament procure a 
tax to be laid upon them, which may aa- 
swer both the duty and price of. coals, and 
which we humbly conceive cannot be leas 
than thirty shillings per yard square } re- 
serving the sole right and privilege of the 
catoptrical cciokery to the Royal Society, 
and to the commanders and crews of the 
bomb-vessels, under the direction of Mr. 
WhistoD for 6nding out tlie longitude: whs, 
by reason of the remoteness of their stations, 
may be reduced to straits forwant of firing. 

And we likewise beg, that your honours, at 
to the forementioned points, would hear 
the reverend Mi-. Flauistead, who is the 
legal officer appointed by the government 
to look aftciT the heavenly luminarici, 
whom we have constituted our trusty and 
f learned solicitor. 
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LONDON STREWED WITH RARITIES. 

MING 

An Account of the arrival of a White Bear, at 
the house of Mr. RatchfF in Bishopsgate-street: 
as also of Faustina, the cetehrated Itahan sing- 
ing woman ; and of the Copper-farthiog Dean 
from Ireland. 

AWD LAfiTliY, 

Of the wonderful Wild Man that was nursed in 
the woods of Germany by a wild beast, hunted 
and taken in toils ; how he behaveth himself 
like a dumb creature, and is a christian like 
one of us, being called Peter; and how he was 
brought to court all in green, to the great 
astonishment of the quality and gentry; 1725> 



WE shall begin with a description of Peter the 
savage, deferring our other curiosities to some 
following papers. 

Romulus and Remus, the two famous wild men 
of antiquity, and Orsin that of the modems, have 
.been justly the admiration of all mankind: nor 
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can we presage less of this wild youth, m may be 
gathered from that famous and well known pro- 
phecy of Lilly's, which being now accomplished, 
is most easily inteq>reted : 



Wben Eorae iball wend to Benerento, 
And Eapagne break the asiiento) 
When eagle split shall 6y to China, 
And christian folkt adore Fatutina : 
'nien shall an oak be brought to bed 
Of creature neither taaght nor fed ; 
Great feats shall he achieve 

The pope is now going to Benerento ; the 
Spaniards have broke their treaty ; the emperor 
trades to china ; and Lilly, were he alive, must 
foe convinced, that it was not the empress Faus- 
tina, that was meant in the prophecy. 

It is evident by several tokens about this wild 
gentleman, that, he had a father and mother like 
one of us ; but there being no roister of his 
christening, his age is only to be guessed at by 
his stature and countenance, and appears to be 
about twelve or thirteen. His being so young 
was the occasion of the great disappointment of 
the ladies, who came to the drawingroom in fnli 
expectation of some attempt upon their chastity^ 
so far is true, that he endeavoured to kiss the 
young iady Walpole, who for that reason is be- 
come the envy of the circle ; this beii^ a de- ' 
ctaratipn of nature in favour of her superior 
beauty. 

Aristotle says, that man is the most mimic of 
all animals ; which opinion of that great phiJoso- 
pher U strongly confirmed by the behftviour of 
' . ' y'-_ tUs 
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this wild gentlemaa, who is endowed with tbst 
quality to an extreme degree. He received his 
£rst impressions at court : his maooers are 6i^t 
to lick people's hands, and then turn his breech 
upon them ; to thrust his hand into every body's 
pocket; to climb over people's heads : and even 
to make use of the royal hand to take what he 
has a mind to. At his first appearance he seized 
on the lord ctiarhberlain's staff, and put on his 
hat before the king ; from whence some have 
conjectured, that he is either descended from a 
grandee of Spain, or the earls of Kingsale itt 
Ireland, However, these are manifest tokens of 
his innate ambition; he is extremely tenacious 
of his own property, and ready to invade that of 
other people. By this mimic quality he disco* 
vered, what wild beast had nursed him : obser* 
ving children to ask blessing of their mothers, 
one day he fdl down upon his knees to a sow^ 
and niuttered some sounds in that humble pos- 
ture. 

It has been commonly thought that he is 
Ulrick's itatural brother, because of some resem-^ 
blance of manners, and the officious care of 
Ulrick about him; but the superiptity of parts 
and genius in Peter demonstrates this to be 
impossible. 

Thotigh he is ignorant both of ancient and 
modem languages, (that care being left to the 
ingenious physician who is intrusted with his 
education) yet he distinguishes objects by cer* 
tain sounds framed to himself, which Mr. Roten- 
berg, whf> brought him over, understands per- 
fectly. Beholding one day the shambles with 
'. 'great 
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great fear and astonishment, ever since he calls 
man by the same sound, which expresses wolf. 
A young lady is a peacock; old women magpies 
and owls ; a beau with atoupee, a monkey ; glass, 
ice ; bhie, red, and green ribbons, he calls rain- 
bow; a heap of gold, a turd. The first ship he 
saw, he took to be a great beast swimming oa 
her back, and her feet tied above her : the men, 
that came out of the hold, he took to be her 
cubs, and wondered they were so unlike their 
dam. He understands perfectly tlie language of 
all beasts and birds, and is not, Hke them, con- 
fined to that of one species. He can bring any 
•beast what he calls for,, and no doubt is much 
missed now in his native woods, where he used 
to do good ofiices among his fellow- citizens, and 
served as a mediator to reconcile their diffe- 
rences. One day he warned a- flock of sheep, 
that were driving to the shambles, of their dan- 
ger ; and upon uttering some sounds, they all 
fled. He takes vast pleasure in coBversation 
with horses ; and going to the Mews to converse 
with two of his intimate acquaintances in the 
king's stables, as he passed by, he neighed to 
the hoi'se at Charing-cross, being as it were 
surprised to see him so high ; he seemed to take 
it ill, that the horse did not answer him ; but I 
think nobody can undervalue his understanding 
for not being skilled in statuary. 

He expresses his joy moat commonly by 
neighing ; and whatever the philosophers may 
talk of their risibility, neighing is a more uoble 
expression of that passion than laughing, which 
seems tp me to have something silly in it ; and 

VOL. xyiir, B? -besides, 
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besides, is often attended with tears. Other 
animals are sensible they debase themselves by 
mimickfng laughter; and I take.it to be a gene- 
ral observation, that the top felicity of mankind 
is to imitate monkey and birds; witness harle- 
quins, scaramouches, and masqueradera : on the 
other hand, monkeys, when they would look 
extremely silly, endeavour to bring themselves 
down to mankind. Love he expresses by the 
cooing of a dove, and anger by the croaking of 
a raven ; and it is not doubted, but that he will 
■serve in time as an interpreter between us and 
other animals. 

Great instruction is to be had from this wild 
youth in the knowledge of simples ; and I am of 
opinion, that he ought always to attend the 
censors of the college in their visitation of apo-^ 
thecaries shops. 

I am told, that the new sect of herb-eaters * 
intend to follow him into the fields, or to beg 
him for a clerk of their kitchen ; and that there 
are many of them now thinking of turning their 
children into woods to graze with the cattle, in 
hopes to raise a healthy and moral race refined 
from the corruptions of this luxurious world. 

He sings naturally several pretty tunes of his 
own composing, and with equal facility in the 
chromatic, inharmonic, and diatonic style ; and 
consequently must be of infinite use to the 
academy in judging of the merits of their com- 
posers, and is the only person, that ought to 
decide between Cuzzoni and Faustina-t I can- 
* Dr. Cbejne's fqllowers. 
f Two rival singers at that time in tbe Italian (S>cru here. H. 

. ; r tot 
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not omit liis first notion of clothes, which he took 
to be the natural skins of the creatures that wore 
them, and seemed to be in great pain for the 
pulling off a stocking, thinking the poor man 
was a flaying. 

I am not ignorant, that there are disaffected 
people, who say he is a pretender, and no genuine 
wild man. This calumny proceeds from the 
false notions they have of wild men, which they 
frame from such as they see about the town, 
whose actions are rather absurd than wild; there- 
fore it will be incumbent on all young gentlemen 
who are ambitious to excel in this character, to 
copy this true original of nature. 

The senses of this wild man are vastly more 
acute, than those of a tame one; he can follow 
the track of a man, or any other beast of prey. 
A dog is an ass to him for finding truffles; his 
hearing is more perfect, because his ears not 
having been confined by bandages, he can move 
them like a drill, and turn them towards the 
sonorous object. 

'* Let us pray the creator of all beings, wild 
and tame, that as this wild youth by being 
brought to court has been made a Christian ; so 
such as are at court, and are no Christians, may 
lay aside their savage and rapacious nature, and 
return to the meekness of the Gospel." 



Li. :...;:,.,C00g[c 



THE 

karrative 



DR. ROBERT NORRIS, 



THE STRANGE AND DEPLORABLE FRENZY OF 

MR. JOHN DENNIS, 

Aa Officer of the Cntan-liodu. 

Being an eXact Account of all tbat paued between the said Pa- 
tient and the Doctor iKl this pFcsent Day ; ood a full Vindica- 
tion of himself and his Proceeding! froai the extiavagant So- 
porli of the said Mr. Josh Dbkmib. 

^—~exchi£t lanoi HcScoat pveiai 
Dcmxn'ttti. HoR. 

Pint published by J. Morphcw, in ]713< 



..:,.,■ Google 



Addison highly disapprored of this bitter latire onDenmi; 
and Popetwas not a little chagrined at tbii disapprobatien ; for 
the oairatlTe was iDtended to merit the favour of Addison, by de- 
fending hii Catoj in which seemiog defence AdiUson was far 
from thinking Pope sincere. Bk. WAKxoif, 

The occasion of this piece was a furious critique on Addison's 
Cato, by Dennis. Deunis, notwithstanding the coarseness of his 
writing, has shown much acutcnesa and humour, as well ai know- 
ledge of the dramatic rules. 

N'othing can show the two characters of Addison and Pope in 
inch different lights, as their conduct upon thisoccasioa. Pope 
wrote this narrative with ■ view of ingratiating himself with Ad- 
dison. Addison alone had some reason to complain, for Pope waa 
a valiaater, from motives which were sufficiently obvious. Steeje'a 
letter, which he wrote by Addison's order, to Lintot, is so manly 
and so honourable, that I cannot help giving it a place here. 
Mk. Lintot, ^ug. A, 1712. 

Mr. Addison desired me to tell yaa he wholly disapproves th« 
manner of treating Mr. Dennis, in a little pamphlet by way of 
Dr. Xorris's Account. "When he thinks fit to take notice of Mr. 
Dennis's objectionstohis writings, he will do it is a way Mr. Den- . 
nia shall have go just reason to complain of : but when the papers 
above-meutionedweieofEered tobecommuoicaled tahim, hestud 
be oould nor, either in hmow or aaueiertct, be privy to such a treat- 
ment, and was aorry to hear of it. 
I am. Sir, 
your vety htmible servant, 

WCHARD STEELE. 

fiowr.Ka. 



The history of Mr. Denais it to be teen in Jacob's livei of 
the Poets ) or in Mr. Pope's Duodad, among the notes upon 
which, the curions reader may find some extn^cts from his writ- 
ings. The occasion of this narrative sufficiently appears from the 
doctor's own words. A mistake of Mr. Granger's, in respect to 
Dr. Case's alteodiog John Dennis in bu frvasy, is pointed oat io 
J>r. King's Works, vol. ii. p. 303. N. 
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It is. an acknowledged truth, that nothing is 
so dear to an honest man as his good name, nor 
ought he to neglect the just vindication of his 
character, when it is injuriously attacked by any 
man. The person I have at present cause to 
complain of, is indeed in very melancholy cir- 
cumstances, it having pleased God to deprive 
him of his senses, which may extenuate the 
crime in him. But I should be jvanting in ray 
duty, not only to myself, but also to my fellow- 
creatures, to whom my talents may prove of 
benefit, should I suffer, my profession or honesty 
to be undeser\'edly aspersed. I have therefore 
resolved to give the public an account of all 
that has passed between the unhappy gentleman 
and myself. 

On the 20th instant, while I was in my closet 
pondering the case of one of my patients, I heard 
a knocking at my door, upon opening of which 
entered an old woman, with tears in her eyes, 
and told me, that without ray assistance, her 
master would be utterly ruined. I was forced 
to interrupt her sorrow, by inquiring her mas- 
ter's name and place of abode. She told me, he 
was one Mr. Dennis, an officer of the custom- 
■'-.,-■' c c'4! house, 
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house, who was taken ill of a violent frenzy last 
April, and had continued in those melancholy 
circumstances, with few or no inteiTals. Upon 
this I asked her some questions relating to his 
humour and extravagaucies, that I might the 
Ijetter know under what regimen to put him, 
when the cause of his distemper was found out. 
"Alas, sir," says she, -"this day fortnight, in 
the morning, a poor simple child came to him 
from the printer's; the boy had no sooner 
entered the room, but he cried out, ' the de\il 
was come.' He often stares ghastfuUy, raves 
aloud', and mutters between his teeth the word 
Cator or Cato, or some such thing. Now, 
Doctor, this Cator is certainly a witch, and my 
poor master is under an evil tongue; for I have 
heard him say Cator has bewitched the whole 
nation. It pitied my very heart te think, that 
a man of my master's understanding and great 
scholarship, who, as the child told me, had a 
book of his own in print, should talk so out- 
rageously. Upon this, I went and laid out a 
groat for a horseshoe, which is at this time 
Dailed on the threshold of- his door; hut I don't 
find my master is at all the better for it; he 
perpetually starts and runs to the window, when 
any one knocks, crying outi " 'Sdeath ! a mes- 
senger from the Frenoh king! I shall die in the 
Bastille." 

Having said this, the old woman presented me 
with a vial of his urine; upon examination of 
which, I perceived tlie whole temperament of 
his body to be exceeding hot. I therefore in- 
stantly took my cane and my be.aver, and re- 
paired to the place where he dwelt. •.';-: 
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, When! came to his lodgings near Charing- 
cross, up three pair of stairs (which I should not 
have published in this manner, but that this 
lunatic cooceals the place of his residence on 
purpose to prevent the good offices of those 
charitable friends and physicians, -who might 
attempt his cure) when I came into the room, 
I found this unfortunate geutleman seated oti 
his bed, with Mr. Bernard Lintot, bookseller, on 
the one side of him, and a grave elderly gen- 
tleman on the other, who, as I have since 
learned, calls himself a grammarian ; the lati- 
tude -of whose countenance Was not a little 
eclipsed by the fulness of his peruke. As I am 
a black lean man, of a pale visage, and hang my 
clothes on somewhat slovenly, I no sooner went 
in, but he frowned upon m^ and cried out with 
violence, "'Sdeath, a Frenchman ! I am be- 
trayed to the tyrant ! who could have thought 
the queen would have delivered me up to France 
in this treaty, and least of all that you, my 
friends, would have been in a conspiracy against 

mer" "Sir," said I, "here is neither plot 

-nor conspiracy, but for your advantage. The 
recovery of your senses requires my attendance, 
and your friends sent for me on no other ac- 
count." I then took a particular survey of his 
person, and the furniture and disposition of his 
apartment.* His aspect was furious ; bis eyes 

were 

* After sucb personalitieB, ought Pope to complain of Deonis i 
A}Tee, in his life, of Pope, or raCber in his Orain Panegyrica of 
pDpe, tliiaks it > pity, " lAal Detmit had not at once jointd Popei 
fart/." It is curiotu to thJok, if he had done ao, how differently 

'-"•■-■ . . Wi 
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were rather fiery than lively, which he rolled 
about in- an uncommon niatiner. He often 
opened his mouth, as if he would have uttered 
some matter of importance, but the souod 
seemed lost inwardly. His beard was grown, 
which they told me he would not suffer to be 
thared ; believing the modern dranratic poets 
had corrupted all the barbers in the town to 
take the first opportunity of cutting his throat. 
His eyebrows were grey, long, and grown to- 
gether, which he knit with indignatioD, when 
any thing was spoken; insomuch that he seemed 
not to have smoothed his forehead ' for many 
years. His flannel nightcap, which was exceed- 
ingly begrimed with sweat and dirt, haognpon 
his left ear ; the flap of his breeches dangled 
between his legs, and the rolls of his stockings 
fell down to his ankles. 

I observed his room was hung with old tapes- 
try, which had several holes in it, caused, as the 
old woman informed me, by his having cut out 
of it the heads of divers tyrants, the fierceness of 
whose visages had much provoked hira. On all 
sides of his room were pinned a great many sheets 
of a tragedy, called Cato, with notes on the 
margin with his, own hand. The words absubd, 
WONsTBOus, EXECRABLE,* wcrc cvcfy whcTe 

hU character might have come down to ns; be would/ peTtnp^' 
bare been represeated, while be lived as the most coDSumnUte 
critic, and when he died, been honoured by Pope's grateful max, 
and reiuembered in his epitaph. Bo'wi.es. 

* Notwithstanding all thia, the raillery of dd Dennis, on ^^^ 
atnurdity of the ucitiei in Calo, ia as humorous, as the argaaxa'^ 
are incontrovertible. So difierent are our vieivs, when ibeR ii 
neitber party, nor prejudice nor fashion, concerned. Bowj.e>' 

/^lilP^ : 
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vi'itten in such large characters, that I could 
read them without my spectacles. By tlie fire- 
side lay three-farthingsworth of small coal in a 
Spectator,* and behind the door, huge heaps of 
papers of the same title^ which his nurse in< 
formed me she had conveyed thither out of his 
sight, believing they were books of the black art; 
for her master never read in them, but he was 
either quite moped, or in raving fits. There was 
nothing neat in the whole room, except some 
books-on his shelves, very well bound and gilded, 
whose names I had never before heard of, nor I 
believe were any where else to be found ; such 
as Gibraltar, a comedy ; Remarks on Prince 
Arthur; The Grounds of Criticism in Poetry; 
An Essay on Public Spirit. The only one I had 
any knowledge of, was, a Paradise Lost inter- 
leaved. The whole floor was covered with manu- 
scripts, as thick as a pastry-cook's shop on a 
Christmas eve. On his table were some ends 
of verse and of candles; a gallipot of ink with 
a yellow pen in it, and a pot of half-dead ale 
^wvered witb a Longinus, 

As I was casting my eyes round on all this 
odd furniture with some earnestness and asto^ 
nishmeut, and in a profound silence, I was on a 
sudden surprised to hear the man speak in the 
following manner: 

" Beware, doctor, that it fare not with you as 



* If there were nothing more to he seen in Dennis's room, 
sorely Niii^h a display must excite commiseration, rather than 
cona'i.ip' i fv-. 31' ';arly did Pope begin to manifest his ideas of- 

tbe injp":"-.an;i; of. wraUh. Bowlbe. 
y. /■;"/ ■ with 
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with your predecessor the famous Hippocrates> 
■whom the mistaken citizens of Abdera sent for 
in this very manner, to cure the philosopher 
Democritus ; he returned full of admiration at 
the wisdom of that person whom he supposed a 
lunatic. Behold, doctor, it was thus Aristotle 
himself, and alt the great ancients, spent their* 
days and nights, wrapt up in criticism, and be- 
«et all around with their own writings. As for 
me, whom you see ii the same manner, be as- 
sured I have none other disease, than a swelling 
in my legs, whereof I say no hio^e, since your 
art may further certify you." 

I thereupon seated myself upon his bedside, 
and placing my patient on my right hand, to 
judge the better in what he affirmed of his legs, 
felt his pulse. 

For it is Hippocrates's maxim, that if the pulse 
have a dead motion, with some unequal beatings, 
it is a symptom of a sciatica, or a swelling in the 
thigh or leg; in which assertion of his, this pulse 
confirmed me. 

I began now to be in hopes, that his case had 
been misrepresented, and that he was not so far 
gone, but that some timely medicines might re- 
cover him. I therefore proceeded to the proper 
queries, which with the ans\vers made to me, I 
shall set down in form of a dialogue, in the very 
words they were spoken, because I would not 
omit the least circumstance in this narrative; 
and I call my conscience to witness, as if upon 
oath, that I shall tell the truth, without addition 
~ or diminution. 

\ ,; . Dr. 
•" ' "• 
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Br. Pray, sir, how did you contract this 
swelling? 

Denn. By a criticism. 

Dr. a criticism ! that's a dj^temper I never 
read of in Galen. 

Denn. 'Sdeath, sir, a distemper ! It is no dis<- 
temper, but a npble art. I have sat fourteen 
hours a day at it : and are you a doctor, and 
don't know there's a communication between the 
legs and the brain? 

Dr. What made you sit so many hours, sir? 

Denn. Cato, sir. 

Dr. Sir, I speak of your distemper; what 
gave you this tumour? 

Denn. Cato, Cato, Cato.* 

Old. Wom. For God's sake, doctor, name, 
not this evil spirit; 'tis the whole cause of his 
madness : alas, poor master's just falling into his 
fits! 

Mr. LiNTOT. Fits! Z —what fits? A man 

may well have swellings in his legs, that sits 
writing fourteen hours in a day. He got fhis by 
the Remarks. 

De. The Remarks 1 ivhat are those ? 

Denn. 'Sdeath ! have you never read my Re- 
marks? I will he damned, if this dog Lintot 
ever published my advertisements. 

Mr. LiNTOT. Z ! I published advertise- 
ment upon advertisement ; and if the book be 
not read, it is none of my fault, but his that 
made it. By G — , as much has been done for 

• Remsrks on Cato, published by Mr. Dennis in 1712. ■ H- 

the 
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'the book, as could be done for any book in 
Christendom. 

Dr. We do not talk of books, sir; I fear those 
are the fuel, that feed his. deliriuoi; mentioti 
them no more. You do very ill to promote thii 
discourse. 

1 desire a word in private with this other gen- 
tleman, who seems a grave and sensible man: I 
suppose, sir, you are his apothecary ? 

Gent. Sir, I am his friend. 

Da. I doubt it not. What regimen have yoa 
observed, since he has been under your care? 
You remember, I suppose, the passage of Celsus, 
which says, if the patient on the third day have 
an interval, suspend the medicaments at night? 
Let fumigations be used to corroborate the brain. 
I hope you have upon tio account promoted ster* 
nutation by, hellebore. 

Gent. Sir, no such matter: you utterly mis- 
take. 

Dr. Mistake ! am I not a physician ? and 

shall an apothecary dispute my nostrums ? 

You may perhaps have filled up a prescription or 
two of Ratclifrs, which chanced to succeed, and 
with that very prescription, injudiciously pre- 
scribed to diiFerent constitutions, have destroyed 
a multitude. Plmrmacopola cbtaporuttt weActit so- 
lus praacribat, says Celsus. Fumigate him, I say, 
this very evening, while he is relieved by an in- 
terval. 

Dbnn. 'Sdeath, sir, my friend an apothecary! 

abase mechanic ! He who, like myself, professes 

the noblest sciences in the universe, criticism 

and poetry ! Can you think I would submit my 

^wr^ti^ngs 
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THE FBENZT OF JOBN DENNIS. 383 

writings to the judgment of an apothecary ? By 
the immortals, be himself inserted three whole 
paragraphs in my Remarks, had a hand in my 
Public Spirit, nay^ assisted me in my descrip- 
tion of the furies and infernal regions, in my 
Appius.* 

Mr. LiNTOT. He is an author; you mistake 
the gentleman, doctor; he has been an author 
these twenty years, to his bookseller's kuov- 
ledge, and no man's else. 

Denn. Is all the to*n in a combination? 
Shall poetry fall to the ground ? Must our repu- 
tation be lost to all foreign countries ? O de- 
struction ! perdition !. Opera ! Opera If As poe- 
try, once raised cities, so, when poetry fails, 
cities are overturned, and the world is no more. 

Da. He raves, he raves; Mr. Lintot, I pray 
you pinion down his arms, that he may do no 
mischief. 

Denu. O I am sick, sick to death ! 

De. That is a good symptofn, a very good 
symptom. To be sick to death (say the modern 
physicians) is an excellent symptom. When a 
patient is sensible of his pain, 'tis half a cure. 
Pray, sir, of what are ypu sick? 

Dbnn. Of every thing, of every thing; I am 
sick of the sentiments, of the diction, of the 

*' It appears plain enough irocn this pallage, and the v^ry mmu, 
whom Pope ftaUj meant by Appiiu in the Eesay on Criticism : 

" ixAAffhu reddens at each word." Bowles, 

t He wrote a treatise proving the" decay of public spirit to pro* 
ceed from Italian operas. Wartos, 

' ^; .1, protasis. 
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protasis, of the epitasis, and the qatastrophc. — 
Alas, what is become of the drama, the drama ? 

Old WoM. The dram, sir? Mr. Lintot drank 
up all the gin just now ; but I'll go fetch more 
presently. 

Denn. O shameful want ! scandalous omis- 
sion ! By all the imniortals, here is no peripetia, 

no change of fortune in the tragedy ! Z no 

change at all ! 

Old Wom. Pray, good sir, be not angry; I'll 
fetch change. 

Db. Hold your peace, woman ; his fit increases ; 
good Mr, Lintot, hold him. 

Mr. Lintot. Plague on't ! I am damnably 
afraid they are in the right of it, and he is mad 
in earnest. If he should be really mad, who the 
devil will buy. the Remarks ? 

[Here Mr. Lintot scratched his head.} 

Dr. Sir, I shall order you the cold bath to- 
morrow. Mr. Lintot, you are a sensible man ; 

pray send fof Mr. Verdier's servant, and, as you 
are a friend to the patient, be so kind as to stay 
this evening, while h^ is cupped on the head. 
The symptoms of his madness seem to be despe- 
i;*ate; for Avicen says, that if learning be mixed 
-with the brain, that is not of a contexture fit toj 
receive it, the brain ferments, till it be totally 
exhausted. We must eradicate these undigested 
ideas out of the pericranium, and reduce the pa- 
tient to a competent knowledge of himself. 

Denn. Caitiffs, standoff! unhand me, miscre- 
ants ! Is the man who^e whole endeavours are 



:,Goog[c 



VBS FSENET OF JOHN HOBKll. 38J 

to bring the town to reason, mad ? Is the man 
who settles poetry on the basis of antiquity, mad ? 
Dares any one assert, there is aperipietia in that 
vile pieee, that's foisted upon the town for a dra- 
matic poem ? That man is mad, the town is mad» 
the world is mad. See Lon^inus in my right 
hand, and Aristotle in my left ; I am the only 
man among the moderns, that support them. 
Am I to be assassinated; and shall a bookseller, 
who has lived upon my labour^ take away that 
life to which he owes his support? 

Gbnt. By- your leave, gentlemen, I appre- 
hend you not. I must not see my friend ill- 
treated ; he is no more affected with lunacy than 
myself: I am also of the same opinion, as to the 
peripcctia. — Sir, by the gravity of your counte- 
nance and habit, I should conceive you to be a 
graduate physician; but^ by your indecent and 
boisterous treatment of this man of learning, I 
perceive you are a violent sort of a person, I am 
loath to say quack, who, rather than his drugs 
should lie upon his own hands, would get rid- of 
them by cramming them into the mouths of 
others: the gentleman is of good condition, 
sound inteliectuals, and unerring judgment; I 
beg you will not oblige me to resent these pro- 
ceedings. . 

THESE were all the words that passed among 
us at tills time ; nor was there need for more ; it 
bding necessary we should make use of force in 
the cure of my patient. 

I privately whispered the old woman to go 
to Mr. Verdier's in Long-Acre, with orders to 

vojA.xviii. c c come 
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come immediately with cupping glasses ; in the 
mean time, by the assistance of Mr. Lintot^ 
we locked his friend into a closet, who, .it is plain 
from his last speech, wai likewise touched in his 
intellects; after, which we bound our lunatic 
hand and foot down to the bedstead, where he 
continued in violent ravings, notwithstanding 
the most tender expressions we could use to per- 
suade him to submit to the operation, tilt the 
servant of Verdier arrived. He had no so6ner 
clapped half a dozen cupping-glasses on his head, 
and behind his ears, but the gentleman above- 
mentioned bursting open the closet, ran furiously 
upon us, cut Mr. Dennis's bandages, and let drive 
at us with a vast folio, wjiich sorely bruised the 
shin of Mr. Lintot; Mr. John Dennis also, 
starting up with the cupping-glasses on his. head, 
seized another .folio, and- with the same danger- 
ously wounded me in the scull, just above my 
right temple.. The truth of this fact Mr. Ver- 
dier's servant is ready to attest upon oath, who, 
taking an exact survey of the volumes, found 
that, which- wounded my head, to be Gruterus's 
Lampas Critica : and that, which broke Mr. 
Lintot's shin, was Scaliger's Poeticca. After 
this Mr. John Dennis, strengthened at once by 
rage and madness, snatched up a peruke-block 
that stood by the bedside, and wielded it round 
in so furious a manner, that he broke three of 
the cupping-glasses from the crown of his head, 
so that much blood trickled down his visage.- — 
He looked so ghastly, a;nd his passion was grown 
to such a prodigious height, that myself, Mr. 
Lintot, and Mr. Verdier's servant, were obliged 
,-. . to 
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to leave the room in all the expedition ima- 
ginable. 

I took Mr. Lintot home with me, in order to 
have our wounds dressed, and laid hold of that 
opportunity of entering into discourse with him 
aboyt the' madness of this person, of whom he 
gave me the following remarkable relation : 

That on the i7th of May, 1712, between the 
hours often and eleven in the morning, Mr. John 
Dennis entered into his shop, and, opening one 
of the volumes of the Spectator, in the large 
paper, did suddenly, without the least provoca- 
. tion, tear out that of No. — , where the author 
treats of poetical justice, and cast it into the 
street. That the said Mr. John Dennis, on the 
S7th of March, 1712, finding on the said Mr. 
Xiintot's counter a book called an Essay on Cri- 
ticism, just then published, he read a page or 
two with much frowning, till, coming to these 
two lines, 

^" Some have at first for wits, then poets pass'd, 
Tum'd critics next, and prov'd plain fools at laat— " 

he flung down the book in a terrible fury, and 
cried out, "By G— d he means me." 

That, being in his company on a certain time, 
when Shakspeare was mentioned as of a contrary 
Opinion to Mr. Dennis, he swore' the said Shaks- i 
peare was a rascal, with other defamatory ex- 
pressions, which gave Mr, Lintot a very iU opi- 
nion of the said Shakspeare. 

That, about two liionths since,, he came again 

into the shop, and cast several suspicious looks 

on a gentleman that stood by him, after which 

-• *■ cc 3 In 
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he desJred some information concerniog thit 
person. He was no sooner acquainted that the 
gentleman wa» a hew aatbor, and that his first 
piece was to be publbhed in a few days, but he 
drew his sword upon him, and, had not my ser- 
vant luckily caught him by the sleeve, I might 
have lost one author upon the spot, and another 
the next sessions. 

Upon reGoUecting all these circumataace^ 
Mr. Lintot was entirely of opinion, that he had 
heen mad for some time ; and I duubt not, but 
this whole narrative must sufficiently conTrnctr. 
the world of the excess of his frenzy. It now 
remains, that I give the reasons which oUiged 
me, in my own vi^ication, to publish this whole 
-unfortunate transaction. 

In- the first place, Mr. John Dennis bad indns- 
triou&Iy caused to be reported, that I entered 
into his room vi et armia, either out of a desigot 
to deprive him of his life, or of a new play 
called Coriolanus, whieb he has had ready for" 
the stage these four years. 

Secondly^ he has given out, about Fleet-street 
and the Temple, that I vas an accomplice with 
his bookseller, who visited him with intent to 
take away divers valuable manuscripts, without 
'paying him copy money. 

Thirdly, he -tbld others, that I am no gra- 
duate physicran, and that he had seen me upon 
a mountebank »tage*in Moorfields,- when he h^ 
lodgings in tHecc^Iege there. 

Fourthly, knowing that I had much practice 

in the city, he reported at the Royal Exchange,: 

Custom-hoose, and other places accent, that I 

'■ \ . - ,y. . waa. 
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was a foreign spy, employed by the French king 
to convey him into France; that 1 bound him 
hand and foot; and that, if his friend had not 
burst from his confinement to his relief, he had 
i>een at this hour in the Bastille. 

All which several as&ertions pf his are so very 
•extravagant, as well as inconsistent, tliat I appeal 
to all mankindj whether this person be not out 
of bis senses. I ^all not decline giving and 
producing further proofs of this truth in opea 
court, if he drives the matter so far. In the 
mean time I heartily forgive him, and pray that 
the Lord may restore him to the full enjoyment 
of his understanding: so wishetb, as becometh a 
Christian, 

ROBERT NORRIS, M- D. 

From ra^ boiue on Snow-hiU, 
JaljtbeSOtb, 1713. 



God save the QuecA 
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a* A ■Okkl* AMD BARBAKODi 

KEVENGE BY POISON, 

ME. EDMUND CURLL, 
bookseller;* 

HIS LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT. 

' ruBLISSID BT AH 1 



History furnishes us with'examples of many 
satirical authors, who have fallen sacrifices to re- 
venge, but not of any booksellers, that I know 
of, except the unfortunate subject of the fol- 
lowing paper; I mean Mr. Edmund Curll,''at the 
Bible and Dial in Fleet-street^ who was yesterday 
poisoned 

* Mr. Edmund Curl), vrbo raked up whatever he could that 
rDight throw the least reflection on Pope; who teemed to tbink 
in his literary transactions, that " all was ^A which cami to tie 
net i" who had no other idea than profit, whether it was gained 
respectably in hit professioti, or by " helping lame scaodal abont;" 

mi 
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-poisoned by Mr. Pope, after having lived many 
vears an instance of themild temper of the Bri- 
tish nation. 

Every body know«, that the said Mr* Edmund 
CurH an Monday the. 26th. instant published a 
satirical piece, entitled Court Poems, in the 
preface xvhereof they were attributed to a lady 
of quality, Mr. Pope, or Mr. Gay ; by which 
indiscreet method, though he liad escaped one 
revenge, there were still two behind in re- 
serve. . . 

Now on tjie Wednesday ensuing, between the 
hours of .ten and eleven, Mr. Lintot, a neigh- 
bouring bookseller, desired a conference with 
Mr. Curll about, settling a titlepage, inviting 
him at the same time to take a whet together. 
Mr. Pope, who .is not the only instance how 
persons of brjghtipart& may be carried away 
: by .the instigation .of the devil, found means to 
- convey himself iqfo the same room, under pre- 
tence of business with Mr. Liotot, who, it seems, 
. is the printer of his. Homer. This gentleman 
. with a. seeming coolness reprimanded Mr. Curll 

was on many accounts obnoxious to Pope. The mode of revenge, 
however, does aa little credit to Pope's philtnophy and good seaae, 
as it does to bb assumed dignity. Nothing was ever more true 
(ban the old Eoglish adagt;, " If yo» fight wiib a chimney- 
iwecper, you will get a smutty face."" Bowi.es. 

Tlie memory of Edmund Curll has been transmitted to pos- 
. terity with more severe obloquy iban be deserved. His demerit* 
. ■were to a considerable degree atoned for by bis indefatigable 
. Jodu^y in preserving our National Remain*. Nor did he pub- 
lish a single volume, bui what, amidsi a piofu^ion of base metal, 
contained some precious ore, some valuable reliques, whiclii'u- • 
, loe collectors could no where else have fouad. N. 

c & 4 for 
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for vroDgfully ascribing to him the aforesuci 
poems ; he excused himself by declariog, that 
one of his authors (Mr. Oldmixon by name^ 
gave the copies to the press, and wrote the 
■preface. Upon this Mr. Pope, being to all ap- 
pearance reconciled, very civilly drank a glass 
of sack to Mr Curll, which he as civilly pledged ; 
and though the liquor in colour and taste dif- 
fered not from common sack, yet was it plain 
by the pangs this unhappy stationer felt soon 
after, that some poisonous drug had been secretly 
infused therein. 

About eleven o'clock he vent home, where his 
wife observing his colour change, said, *' Are 
you not sick, my dear ?" He replied, " Bloody 
sick;" and incontinently fell a vomiting and. 
straining in an uncommon and unnatural man- 
ner, the contents of his vomiting being as greea 
as grass. His wife had been just reading a book 
of her husband's printing coni;^ rning Jane When- 
faam, the famous witcfa of Hertford, and her 
mind misgave her, that he was bewitched ; but 
he soon let her know that he 'suspected poison, 
and recounted to her, between the intervals of 
his yawnings and retchings, every circumstance 
of his interview with Mr. Pope. 

Mr. Lintot in the mean time coming in, wa« 
extremely affrighted at the sudden alteration he 
observed in him : " Brother Curll," says he, " I 
fearyoo have got the vomiting diite'mper; which 
I have heard, kills in half an hour. This comes 
from your not following my advice, to driftk old 
hock in a morning as I do, and abstain from 
sack." Mr. Curll replied in a moving towe, 
: *■ ;/ . " Your 
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" Your authoi-'g sack 1 fear has^ done my 
business. " •' Z— ds," says Mr. Dntot) "my 
author !---Why did not yoH drink old hack?" 
Notvitl^fetanditlg vliicli rough remointxiDce, be 
did in the mdst friendly oianner ^ipreis -him to 
take warm water ; but Mr. Curll did with great 
obstinacy fefuSe it : irhlch made Mr. Lintot in- 
fer, that he chose tu die, ae thinking to recover 
greater damages. 

All this time the symptoms increased violently, 
with acute pains in the lower belly. " Brother 
Lintot)" says he, '* I perceive my last houra^ 
proaching ; do aie the friendly o&ce to call n>y 
partiaer, Mr. Pemberton, that we may settle our 
trorldly fitfairs." Mr. Lintot, like a kind neigh- 
bour, was hastening out of the room, while Mr. 
Curll rated -aloud in tliis manner : ''' If I survive 
this, I wili be reveflged on Tonson ; it was he 
lifst detected me as the printer of these poems, 
and I vill reprint these very poems in his name." 
His wife admonished hinii not to think of re- 
venge, but to take care of his stock and his soul: 
and in the same instant Mr. Lintot, whose good- 
ness Can never beenougli applauded, retur-oed 
with Mr. Pemberton,* After some tears jointly 
shed by these humane booksellers, Mr. Curll 
being as he said in his perfect sensies, though 
in great bodily pain, immediately proceeded to 
make a verbal will, Mrs. Curll having £rst put 
on his n<ight cap, in the t^^llawiug manner: 

Gentlemkh, in tlie first place,.! do sincerely 
pray forgiveness for those imlirect methods I 

' * Pembertoo yfm Untai's .parlaer. Bo^rtEs, 

:;^, j: * have 

. L;,q-,:...vC00g[C 
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have pursued in inveotiiig dcw titles to old 
books, putting authors names to things they 
taever saw, publishing private quarrels .for public 
entertainment ; all which I hope \vill ' be. par- 
doned, as being done to get an honest liveli- 
hood. 

I do also heartily beg pardon of all persons of 
honour, lords spiritual and temporal, gentry, 
burgesses, and commonalty, to whose abuse I 
have' any or every way contributed ,by my pub- 
lications : particularly, I hope it will be consi- 
dered, that if I have vili6ed bis, grace the duke 
- of Marlborough, I have likewise aspersed the 
late duke of Ormond; if I have abused the 
honourable Mr. Walpole, I ha.ve also libelled 
the lord Bohngbroke : so that I have preserved 
that equality and impartiality, which becomes 
an honest man in times of faction, and division. 

I call my conscience to witness, that many of 
these things, which may seem malicious, were 
done out of charity ; I having made it wholly 
my business to print for poor disconsolate au- 
thors, whom all other booksellers refuse. Only 
God bless sir Richard Blackmore ! you know he 
takes no copy-money. 

The secoQil collection of poems, which I 
grouniUessly called Mr. Prior's, will sell for no- 
thing, and has not yet paid the cliarge pf the 
advertisements, which I was obliged to publish 
against him : therefore you may as well suppress 
the edition, and beg that gentleman's pardon in 
the name of a dying Cliristian. 

The French Cato, with the criticisms showing 

how superior it is to Mr. Addison's (which I 

V :*- wickedly 
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"wickedly ascribed to Madam Dacler) may be 
suppressed at a reasonable ratej being damoablj 
translated. 

I protest' I have no animosity to Mr. Rove, 
having printed part of Callipaedia, and an in- 
correct edition of his poems without his leave in 
quarto. Mr. Gildon'a Rehearsal, or Bays the 
younger, did more, harm to me than to Mr. 
E,owe ; though upon the faith of an honest man, 
I paid him double for abusing both him and 
Mr. Pope. 

Heaven patflon me for publishing the Trials 
of Sodomy in an Elzevir letter ! but I humbly 
hope, my printing sir Ricliard Blackmore's Es- 
says will atone for them. I beg that you will 
take what remains of these last (which is near. 
the whole impression, presents excepted) and 
let my poor widow have in exchange the sole 
property of the copy of madam Mascranny. 

\Here ^fr. Pemberton interrupted, and zeculd 
bif no means coiuent to this article, about whick 
some dispute might ha:ve ariten unbecoming a dying 
person, if Mr. Lintot had nU interposed, and Mr, 
Curll vomited. ] 

[What this poor unfortunare man spoke after- 
■ward, was so indistinct, and in such broken ac- 
cents (being perpetually interrupted by vomit-: 
ings) that the reader is entreated to excuse the 
confusion and imperfection of this account.] ' 

Dear Mr. Pemberton, I beg you to beware of 

the indictment at Hicks'a" Hall for publisliing 

Rochester s 
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Hochester's bawdy poems; that copy will otlier- 
wise be my best legacy to my dear wife, and 
helpless child. 

The Case of Impotence was my best support 
all the last long vacation. 

[In this l^st paragraph Mr. Curll's voice grew 
more free; for his vomilings abated upon his- de- 
jections^ and.he spoke wiiat folhws from hit close- 
stool.] 

For the copies of noblemens' and bishops' Last 
Wills and Testaments, I solemnly declare, I 
printed them not with any purpose of defama- 
tion : but merely as I thought those copies law- 
fully purchased from Doctors Commons, at on* 
shilling a piece. Our trade in wills turning to 
Mmtll account we may divide them blindfold. 

For Mr. Manwariog's Life I ask Mrs. Old- 
field's pardon: neither his nor my lord Halifax's 
lives, though they were of service to their 
country, were of any to me : but I was re- 
solved, eince I could not print their works while 
they lived, to print their lives after they werfc 
dead. 

While he was speaking these words Mr. Old- 
mixon * entered* " Ah 1 Mr. Oldmixon," sayl 

poor 

• John Oldmixon, esq. (dignified in the "Hie Taller by the 
name of Omienm the unborn poet) author of " Beflecticms on 
Dr. Swift's Letter to the earl of Oxford about the English 
Tongue, 1712}'* of many poems, and some plaj»: bat bii 
most capita] prrformRnce wjU the " Critical History of Engtaod." 
H« was all hu life a party vrttcf for hire add after haTiiig 
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poor Mr. Curll, " to what a condition have your 
Svorks reduced me I I die a martyr to that un- 
lucky preface. However, in these my last mo- 
ments I will be JQst to all men ; you shall have 
your third share of the Court Poems, as iras 
stipulated. When I am dead, where will you 
find another booksellCT? Your Protestant Piactcet 
might have sup^rted yon, had /ou writ a little 
lcs» scurrilously ; there is a mean in all thin^." 

Here Mr. Lintot Jnterrupted, '* Why not find 
another bookseller, brother Curll r" and then 
took Mr. OldmiKon aside and whispered him : 
"-Sir, as soon as Caril is dead, I shall be glad 
to talk with you over a pint at the Devil;" 

Mr. Curll now turning to Mr. Pemberton, 
t6ld bim, he had sev^etal taking titlepages, that 
o«ly wanted trealisea to be wrote to them ; 
and earnestly desired, that when they M'cre' 
written, his heirs might hare some share of the 
profit of them. 

After he had said this, he fell into horrible 
gripings, upon which Mr. Lintot advised him to 
repeat the Lord*s Prayer. He desired his wife 
to step into the shop for a Common Prayer-book, 

AMfied Daniel'i Chronicle in many places, be charged three 
eminent personi with felsifying lord ClatcDdon's History, wfaich 
was disproved by I>r. Atierbuty bishop of Rochester, tb« only 
■arriror of them. He died Ju'; Q, 1742. See the Dunciad, 
beoic 11. V. 283. H. 

OldmixoD, of all bistorians,* wai perhaps the moit oopria- 
dplcd : his Critical History of England i» &11 of calnmoy and 
felsehood : yet liis abuae of the Stuart's recommended him so 
much to the farour of the court, that he was rewarded with 
ibc c«llec(onhip of the cntlocHsat Bridgewatei. Bahmiiteb. 

:; ' And 
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and read it by the help of a candle without he- 
sitaticn. He closed the book, fetched a groan, 
and recommended to Mrs. Curli to give forty 
shillings to the poor of the parish of St. Dun- 
stan's, and a week's wages advance to each of 
his gentlemen-authors, with some small gratuity 
in particular to Mrs. Centlivre. 

Tbe poor ma'fi continued for some hours with 
all his disconsolate family about him in tears 
expecting his final dissolution ; when of a sudden 
he was surprisingly relieved by a plentiful fetid 
stool, which obliged them all to retire out of the 
room. Notwithstanding, it is judged by sir 
Richard Blackmore, that the poison is still latent 
in his body, and will infallibly destroy hrm by 
slow degrees in less than a month. It is to be 
hoped, the other enemies of this wretched . 
stationer will not further pursue their revenge,. 
or shorten this short period of his miserable, 
life. 



'a rUUTHItt 
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OP TBI HOST 



DEPLORABLE CONDITION 



■laR. EDMUND CURLL, 

BOOKSELLER; 
SIHCE HIS BEING POISONED OS THE asTH OT MARCH. 



To bt fuhiiihei WttUy. 

I^ndon, prioted and sold by all the Publisbers, Mercariei, anj 
Hawkcrsj within the Bills of Mortality. 17)6. 



X. HE public is already acquainted with th« ' 
rnanner of Mr. Curll's empoisonnient by a faith- 
ful, though unpolite historian of Grub-street. I 
am but the continuer of his history ; yet I hope 
a due distinction wiil be made between an un- 
dignified scribbler of a sheet and a half, and the 
author of a three-penny stitched book, like 
ihyself. 

K-.-^.." ' . "Wit," 
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"Wit," "says sir Richard Blackmore,* " pro- 
ceeds from a concurrence of regular and ex- 
alted ferments, and an afiluence of animal spirits 
rectified and refined to a degree of purity." On 
the contrary, when the ingenious particles rise 
with the vital liquor, they produce an abstrac- 
tion of the rational part of the soul, which we 
commonly call madness. The verity of this 
hypothesis is justified by the s3'mptoms, with 
which the\nfortunate Edmund Curll bookseller 
has been afflicted, ever since his swallowing the 
poison at the Swan tavern in Fleet-Street. For 
though the neck of his retort, which carries up 
the animal spirits to the head, is of an extraor- 
dinary length ; yet the said animal spirits rise 
muddy, being contaminated with t^ inflam- 
mable particles of tliis uncommon poison. 

The symptoms of his departwe from his usjial 
temper of mind were at ^rst only speaking 
civilly to his customers, singeing a pig with a 
new purchased libel, and refusing two-and-nine- 
pence for sir Richard Blackmore's Essays. 

As the poor man's frenzy increased, he began 
to void his excrements in hts bed, read Roches- 
ter's bawdy poems to his wife, gave Oldmixon a 
slap on the chops, and would, have kissed Mr. 
Pembertoo's a — by violence. 

But at last he came to such a pass, that he 
would dine upon nothing but copper-plates, 
took a clyster for a whipt syllalbub, and made 
Mr. Lintot eat a suppository for a radisjh with 
Vread and butter. 






' L.oo^lc ' 
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We leave it to every tender wife to imagine, 
' how sorely all this afflicted poor Mrs. Curll : at 
first she privately put a bill into several churches, 
desiring the prayers of the congregation for a 
wretched stationer distempered in mind. But 
when she was sadly convinced, that his mis- 
fortune was, public to all the world, she writ 
the following letter to her good neighbour Mr. 
Liatot. 



A true Copy of Mrs. Curll's Letter to Mr. 

LiNTQT. 



** WORTHT MR. LINTOT, 

" YOU and all the neighbours ^^ now too well 
the frenzy, with which my poor man is visited. 
I never perceived he was out of himself, till that 
melancholy day, that he thought he was poisoned 
in a glass of sack; upon this he ran vomiting 
all over the house, nay, in the new-washed 
dining-room. Alas! this is the greatest adver- 
sity, that ever befcl my poor man, since he lost 
one testicle at school by the bite of a black boar. 
Good Lord ! if he should die, where should I 
dispose of the stock ? unless Mr. Pemberton or 
you would help a distressed widow : for God 
knows, he never published any books that lasted 
above a week, so that if we wanted daily books, 
we wanted daily bread. I can write no more, 
for. I hear the rap of Mr. Curll's ivory-headed 

cane upon the counter. -Pray recommend me 

to your pastrycook, who furnishes you yeaily 

VOL. xviii.^; '' ii D with 
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with tarts in exchange for your paper, for Mr. 
Curil has disobliged ours since his ' fits came 
' upon him ; — before that, we generally lived 
upon baked, meats.— He is coraiog in, and I 
have hut just time to put his son out of the 
way, for fear of mischief: so wishing you » 
merry Easter, I. remain your 

Most humble servant, 

C. CURLL." 

" P. S. As to the report of my poor hus- 
band's stealing o'calf, it is really groundless^ 
for he always binds in sheep." 

But return we to Mr. Curll, who all Wed- 
nesday continued outrageously mad. On Thurs- 
day he had a lucid interval, that enabled hint 
to send a general summons to all his authors. 
There was but one porter, who could perform 
this office, to whom he gave the following bill 
of directions, where to find them. This" bill, 
together with Mrs. Curll's original letter, lie 
at Mr. X.intot'8 shop to be perused by the 
curious. 

Instructions to a Porter how to find Mr.C.uiiLL's 
Authors. 

" At a tallow-chandler's in Petty France, 
half way under the blind arch, aik for the 
historian. 

At the Bedstead and fiol^ter, a mu»ic-houae 
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in Hoorfields, two translators in a b«d to- 
getJier. 

At the Hercules sad Still in Vinegar-yard,- 
a schuolmaster with carbuncles on his nose. 

At a blacksmith's shop in the Friers, a pin- 
daric writer in red stockings. 

In the Calendar-miU room at Exeter- changtl; 
a composer of meditations. 

At the three Tobacco-pipes in Dog atid Bitch 
yard, one that has been a parson ; he wears a 
blue camblet coat trimmed with black : my best 
writer against revealed religion. 
. At Mr. Summers, a thief- catcher's in Lewk- 
lier's lane, the man who wrote against the im- 
piety of Mr. Rowe's plays. 

At the Fartbing-pye-honse in Tooting-fiekls, 
the young man who is writing my new pas- 
loralis. 

At the laundress's, at the Hole in the Wall 
in Cursitor's alley, up three pair of stairs, the 
author of my Churclt History;— if his flux be 
over — you may also speak to the gentleman, 
who lies by him in the flock bed, my index- 
maker. 

The cook's v/ift * in Buckingham court ; bid 
her bring along with her the similes, that were 
lent her for her next new play. 

Call at Budge-row for the' gentleman, you 
used to go to in the cockloft; I have takeii 
away the ladder, but his landlady has it in 
keeping. 

J. don't much care if you ask at the Mint 
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for tlie old beetlebrowed critic, and llie puT- 
bliod poet at the alley over against St. Air- 
drew's, Holborn. But tbis as you have time." 



All these gentlemen appeared at the hour ap- 
pointed in Mr. Curll's dining-room, two ex* 
cepted ; one of whom was the gentleman in the 
cockloft, his landlady being out of the way, 
and the Gradus ad Parnassum taken down; the 
other happened to be too closely watched by 
the bailiffs. ^ 

They no sooner entered the room, but all of 
them showed in their behaviour some suspicion 
of each other ; some turning away their heads 
with an air of contempt; others squinting with 
a leer, that showed at once fear and indig- 
nation, each with a haggard iibstracted mien, 
the lively picture of scorn, solitude, and" short 
commons. So when a keeper feeds his hungry 
charge of vultures, panthers, and of Lybian 
leopards, each eyes his fellow with a fiery glare: 
high hung, the bloody liver tempts their maw. 
Or as a housewife stands before her pales, 
surrounded by her geese; they fight, they hiss, 
they cackle, beat their wings, and down ii 
scattered as the winter's snow, for a poor grain, 
of oat, or tare, or barley. Such looks shot 
through the room transverse, oblique, direct; 
euch was the stir and din, till'Curll thus spoke 
(but without rising from his closestool:) 

" Whores and authors must be paid before- 
hand to put them in good humour; therefore 
bere is half a crown a piece for you to drink 
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your own healths, and confusion to Mr. Addison, 
and alt other successful writers. 

*' Ah gentlemen! what have I not done, what 
have I not suffered rather than the world should 
be deprived of your lucuhrations; I have taken 
involuntary purges, I have been vomited, three 
times have I been caned, once was I hunted, 
twice was my head broke by a grenadier, twice 
was I tosied in a blanket ; I have had boxes 
on the ear, slaps on the chops ; I have been 
frighted, pumped, kicked, slandered and be- 
sbitten. 1 hope, gentlemen, you are all con- 
vinced, that this author of Mr. Lintot's could 
mean nothing else but starving you, by poison- 
ing me. It remains for us to consult the best 
and speediest method of revenge." 

He had scarce done speaking, but the his- 
torian proposed a history of his life. The Exeter- 
change gentleman was for penning articles of 
his faith. Some pretty smart pindaric, says the 
red-stocking poet,. would effectually do bis busi- 
ness. But the index-maker said there was no- 
thiog like an index to his Homer. 

After several debates, they came to the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

*' Resolved, That every member of this so- 
ciety, according to his several abilities, shall, 
contribute some way or other to the defamatioti 
of Mr. Pope.' 

';' Resolved, That toward' the libelling of the ' 
said Pope, there be a sum employed not" ex- 
ceeding six poumis sixteen shillings and nine- 
pence (not iu^dding advertisements.) 

)f- ,. O'D 3 "Re- 
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" Resolved, That Mr. Dennis make an affidavit 
before Mr. justice 'I ully, that io Mr. Pope's Ho- 
mer there are several j>aBsages contrary to the 
established rules of our sublime. 

" ResolFotl, That lie has on purpose, in seserd 
fassages, perverted the true ancient heathen 
seDse of Homer, for tile more effectual propaga- 
tion of the popish religiou. 

"Resolved, That the printing of Homer'* 
■Battles at this juncture has been the occasion 
xtf all the disturbances of this kingdom. 

" Qrdered, tliat Mr. Barnivelt* be invited to 
ibe a member of this society, in order to make 
further discoveries. 

- " Resolved, that a number of "effective erraim 
be raised out of Popp's Homer (not exceediag 
3746) and that every -gentleman, who shall tend 
ip one error,, for his epcouragetncnt shall bave 
(the whole, works of the society gratis. 

" Resolved, TJiat a sum not exceeding ten 
filiillings apd sixpence be distributed among the 
jnembers of the society for coffee and tobacc(\ 
in order to enable them (he more effectually to 
defame him in coffee-houses. 

" Resolved, That toward the further lefBcning 
the character of the said Pope, some persons t» 
disputed to abuse him at ladies tea-tafales, sikI 
that in cotiBideration our authors are not w^ 
dressed enough, Mr. C — y and Mr. Ke—l be "de- 
puted for that service. '■ 

* The Kej to the Lock, a pamphlet wrilten by Mr.^I<|«."» 
vhich the Raps of the Lock wa» with great solemnity prowi W 
be a poUtical libel, wai publubed in the patae of £»dns Sinii- 
Tclt, apothecarj. H. W 

'.--.. -^" Resolved, j 
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" Resolved, That a ballad be made against Mr. 
Pope, and that Mr. Oldmixon, Mr. Gildon,* 
And Mrs. Centlivret do prepare and bring in the 
same. 

" Resolved, that above all, some effectual 
ways and means be found to increase the joint 
Stock of the reputation of this society, which at 
preset)! is exceeding low, and to give their works 
the greater currency; whether by raising the 
denomination of the said works by counterfeit 
titlepages, or mixing a greater quantity of the 
fine metal of other authors with the alloy of this 
Society. 

" Resolved, That no member of this society 
for the future mix stout in his ale in a morning, 

aitd that Mr. B remove from the Hercules 

and Still. 

" Resolved, that all our members (except the 
cook's wife) be provided with a sufficient quan- 
tity of the vivyfying drops, or Byfield's sat vo- 
kitile. 

" Resolved, that sir Richard Blackmore J be 

* Gildon, a writer of CTiticisma and libels, who abused Mr. 
Pope in several pampbtets and booh! primed by Curll. Sec tlie 
-Dunciad, book I. v. 296/ H, 

t Mrs. Stuannah CeoiHrre, .the " iJip-shod Sibyl " in the 

Dunciad, book III. verse 13, was the wife of fifr: Ceatlivre, 

yeoman of the mouth to bis loiijesty, and wrote a song be. 

~ fore she was seven years old, aud many plays j the wrote also 

a ballad against Mr. Pope's Homer, before he began it. H, 

t Sir Richard Blackmore, in hit Esiays, vol. ii. p. 270, ac- 
citied Mr. Pope, in very high and sober terms, of prophaiicDesj 
aod.itn^or^iiy, on the mere report of dull, thiit he was author 
of a travestle on the first Psalm. Wabburton. 

There is liiile doubt but, that Pepe wrote this iravcatie. 

BoWLilB. .-■ ^■- ■ ,■ 
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appointed to endow this society with a large 
"quantity of^regular and exalted ferments, in order 
to enliven their cold sentiments (being hia.true 
receipt to make' wits)." 

Tiiese resolutions being taken, the assembly 
was ready to break up, but they took so near a 
part in Mr. Cnrll's atHictions, that none of them 
could leave him without giving him some advice 
to reinstate him in his health. 

Mr. Gildon was of opinion. That in order to 
drive a pope out of his belly, he should get the 
mummy of some deceased moderator of the ge- 
neral assembly in Scotland to be taken inwardly 
as an effectual antidote against antichrist; but 
Mr. Oldmixon did conceive, that the liver of the 
person who administered the poison, boiled io 
broth, wonld be a more certain cure. 

'While the company were expecting the thanks 
of Mr. Curll for these demonstrations of their 
zpal, a whole pile of sir Kichard's Essays on a 
sudden fell on his head; the shock of which ia 
an instant brought back his delirium. He imme- 
diately rose up, overturned the closestool, and 
beshit the Essays (which may probably occasion 
a second eJiiion ;) then, without putting up his 
breeches, in a most furious tone "he thus broke 
out to his books, wluch his distempered imagina- 
tion represented to -him as alive, coming dowo^ 
from their shelves fluttering their leaves, and 
flapping their covers fit him. 

Now G — d damn all folios, quartoes, octavoes, 
and duodecinioes ! ungrateful varlets tha^j^ou 
are, who have so long taken up my house with- 
out paying for yourlodging; ! Areyou not 4 b^g* 
_«'■ , ga.rly 
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garly brood of fumbling journeymen ; born in 
garrets among lice and cobwebs, nursed up on 
grey pease, bullock's liver, and porters ale? — ~ 
Was not the first light you saw, the farthing . 
candle I paid for? Did you not come before 
your time into dirty sheets of brown paper ? — 
And have I not clothed you in double royal, 
lodged you handsomely on decent shelves, laced 
your backs with gold, equipped you with splendid 
titles, and sent you into the world with the names 
of persons of quality ? Must I be always plagued 
with your Why flutter ye yoar leaves and flap 
your covers at me ? Damn ye all, ye wolves in 
sheep's clothing ; rags ye were, and to rags ye 
shall return. Why hold you forth your texts to 
me, ye paltry sermons? — Why cry ye, at every 
word to me, ye bawdy poems r — To my shop at 
Tunbridge ye shall go, by G — , and thence be 
drawn like the rest of your predecessors, bit by 
bit, to the passage'house ; for in this present 
emotion of my bowels, how do I compassionate 
those, who have great need, and nothing to wipe 
their breech with 1 

Having said this, and at the same time recol- 
lecting that his own was unwiped, he abated 
of his fury, and with great gravity applied to 
that function the un^nished- sheets of the con- 
duct of the earl of Nottingham.* 

* Nnthing more disgtiotiag ever U^ued from tbone gnrrets and 
c«llan, which Pope speaks of so contemptuously. If he was to 
outrageoiia against the reptiles of the aiiiKs of literature, he 
sh6i44-have tbawD bb own superiority, by disdaining the lan- 
guage and image* which could only bccoibe ibose whom h« 
abused. Bowles. 

fi. A 3TRANGB 
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RELATION 
MR. EDMUND CURLI^ 

OF FI^ET STREET, STATIOMEK, 
Oui of OH extraorduuay desv't »f l»crt, went into 'Cbmtgr jIU^, 

CONVERTED FROM THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 

BY CEBTAIN EMIHEMT JBWg : 
Ami kw be <>*> clrc<iM44ed tnd ioitlited iaio dMit mytUnefc 



Avarice (as sir Richard, in the third page 
of his Essays, has . elegantly ohserved) is an in- 
ordinate impulse of the soul, toward the anus-* 
ing or heaping together a superfluity of wealth, 
without the least regard of applying it to its 
proper uses. 

And how the mind of man is possessed with 
this vjce, may be seen every day both in the city 
and suburbs thereof. It has been always esteemed 
by Plato, Puffendorf, and Socrates,, as the dar- 
ling vice of old age: but now our youog men 
are turned usurers and stockjobbers ; and, in- 
stead of lusting after the real wives and daugh- 
ters of our rich citizens, they covet nothing but 
their money and estates. Strange change; of 
vice ! when the concupiscence of youth is con- 
verted into the covetousness of age,, and those 
.appetites ' 

"L,V:=abyGb.og,le 
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appetites «rfc now become vchkI, which Bhtrald be 
veaereal. ■ . 

In the first place, let us simv you hew many of 
the anctctit worthies and heroes of antu^uity have 
been undone aod ruined by this deadly sin of 
avarice. 

I shall take the liberty to begin with Srutus, 
that noble Roman. Itoes not Mt]»n inform U8> 
that be received fifty broad pieces for the assas- 
sinatioii of tliat renowned emperor Julitis Caesar, 
who fell a sacrifice to the Jews, as sir Edmund 
Bury Godfrey did -to the papists? 

Did not Themistocles let the Goths and Van- 
dals into Carthage for a »uin of money, where 
they barbarously put out the other eye of the 
famous Hannibal ?. as Herodotus has it in hi9 
ninth book tipon the Roman medals. 

£ve« the great Cato (as the late Mr. Addison 
Jias very well observed) though otherwise -a gen- 
tleman of good sense, was not unsullied by this 
4»ecuniary contagion; for he sold Athens to Ar- 
taxerxes Longimanns for a hundred rix-dollars, 
which in our money will amount to two talents 
and thirty sestertii, according to Mr. Demoivre'* 
calculation. See Hesiod in his seventh chapter 
of Feasts and Festivals. 

Actuated by the same diabolical spirit of gain, 
Sylla the Roman consul shot Alcibiades the sena- 
tor with a pistol, and robbed him of several bank 
bills and 'chequer notes to an immense value; 
for which he came to an untimely end, and was 
denied christian burial. Hence comes the pro- 
verb inddat in Syllam. 

To -come near to" our own times, and give you 

one 
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one modern instance, though well known and 
often quoted by historians, viz. Echard, Diony- 
sius HalicarnasseuH, Virgil, Horace, and others. 
Tis that, I mean, of the famous Godfrey of BuU 
loigne, one of the great heroes of the holy war, 
who robbed Cleopatra queen of Egypt of a dia- 
mond necklace, earrings, and a Tompion's gold 
watch (which was given her by MarkAntbouy ;) 
all these things were found in Godfrey's breeches 
pocket, when he was killed at the siege of Da- 
mascus. 

Who then can wonder, after so many great and 
illustrious examples, that Mr. Edmund Curll the 
stationer should renounce the Christian religioq 
for the mammon of unrighteousness, and barter 
his precious faith fur the iiltliy prospect of l&cre 
in the present fluctuation of stocks ? 

It having been observed to Mr. Curll by some 
of his ingenious authors (who I fear are not over^ 
charged with any religion,) what immense sums 
the Jews had got by bubbles,* &c. he immedi- 
ately turned his mind from the business, in which 
he iras educated, but thrived little, and r.esolved 
to quit his shop for 'Change alley. Whereupon 
falling into company with the Jews at their club ' 
at the sign of the Cross in Cornhill, they began 
, to tamper with him upon the most important 

• BuhMt WB» 3 name gisen to all ihe extravagant project*, for 
which subacriptions were raised, and nc^ociated at vast premiuDH 
in. 'Change alley, in the jear 1720. A name, wfauh alluded to 
t teir productiuD by ibe fermeDt of the South lea, and not to thwr 
splendour, emptiness, aDd inntility : for it did not become a nanie 
of reproich in thi; caK, ttU time completed the metaphor and iba 
bubble broke. Waxtob. 

points 
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points of the Christian faith, which he for some 
time zealously, and. like a good Christian obsti- 
nately defended. They promised him Paradise. 
and many other advantages hereafter, but he art- 
fully insinuated, that he was more inciioahle to 
listen to present gain. They took the hini, and 
promised him, that immediately upon his conver- 
sion to their persuasion he should become as rich 
as a Jew. 

They made use likewise of several other ail- 
ments; to wit, ^ 

Tliat the wisest man that ever was, and inas- 
much tlie richest, beyond all peradventure was 
a J(!w, videiicet, Solomon. 

That David, the man after God's own heart, 
was a Jew also. And most of the children of 
Israel are suspected for holding the same doc- 
trine. 

• This Mr. Curll at 6rst strenuously tlenied, for 
indeed he thought them Uoman catholics, and so 
tar was he from giving way to their temptations, 
that to convince them of his Christianity he c^ied 
for a pork griskin. 

They now promised, if he would poison his 
wife, and give up his griskin, that he shoaUl 
marry the rich Uen IVIeynion's only daughter. 
This made some impression on him. 

They then talked to him in the Hebrew tongue; 
which he not understanding, it was observed, had 
very great weight with him. 

They now, perceiving that his godliness was 
onlygain, ttesisted from all other arguments, and 
attacked him on his weak side, namely that of 
avarice. 

Upoa 
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VpOD which John Meodez offered him ait 
'eighth of an advantageous bargain fop thje 
Apo»tles creed, which he readily and wickedlj^ 
renoQBced, , 

He then sold the Nine-and-Thirty Articles for 
a bull ;* but insisted hard upon black-puddings, 
being a great lover thereof. 

Joshua Pereira engaged to let him sbare vith 
him in his bottomry ; upon this he was persuaded 
out of his Christian name; but he still adhered 
to black-puddings. 

Sir Gideon Lopea tempted him with forty 
pound subscription in Ram's bubble; for which 
he was content to give up the four Evangelists, 
and he was now completed a perfect. Jew, all 
but black-pudding and circumcision : for both of 
which he would have been glad to have bad a 
dispensation. 

But on the I7th of March, Mr. Curtl (un- 
known to his wiffe) cam© to the tavern aforesaid. 
At bis entrance into the room he perceived a 
-meagre man with a sallow countenance, a black 
forky beard, and long vestment In his right 

* Biilli sAd bean. He vlio tells, that of which be b DOt poi- 
fcsted is proverbially said " to &ell tbc skin before he has caught 
the bear." It wai the practice of stock-jobbers, in the year 1720, 
to enter into contract for iransferring South Sea stock at a future 
time for a certain priccj but he who contraClbd to sell liad fre- 
^Montlj no nock to transfer, nor did ite who bought intend to re- 
ceive any in consequence of hU bargain : the feller wi* therefore 
called a bear, in allusion to the proverb ; and the bufer a bull, per- 
haps only as a similar dtEtinctioa. The conlract was merely a 
wager to be determined by ihe rise or fall of stock ; if it roH;, the 
teller paid Ibe difference 10 the buyer proportioned to the sum de- 
termined by the ume computation to the kU^.- Waktom. . 
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hand he held a large pair of sheara, and in his 
left a red bat seariog-iron. At sight of this, 
Mr. Curll's heart trenbled within him, and fain 
would he retire; l>»t he was prevented by six 
Jews, yrho laid loands upon him* and unbutt(»iiiig 
hh breechea threw him ujion the table, a [mle 
pitiful spectacle. 

He now entreated fchem in the most moTing 
tone of voice to dispense with that unmanly ce- 
remonial, Avhich if they would consent to, he 
faithfully promised that he would eat a quarter 
of paschal lamb with them the next Sunday fol- 
lowing. 

All these protestations availed him nothing, 
for they threatened him, that all contracts and 
bargains should be void, unless he would sub- 
mit to bear all the outward and visible .signs of 
Judaism. 

Our apostate hearing this stretched himself 
upon his back, spread his legs, and waited for 
the operation : but when he saw the high-priest 
take up the cleft stick, he roared most unmerci- 
fully, and swore several Christian oaths, for which 
the Jews rebuked him. 

The savour of the effluvia, tftat issued from 
him, convinced the old Lerite and' all his assist- 
ants, that he needed no present purgation, where- 
fore without further anointing him he proceeded 
in his oAice ; when by an unfortunate jerk up- 
ward of the impatient victim, he lost five times 
as much as ever Jew did before. 

They, finding tliat he was too much circum- 
cised, which by the ievitical law is worse than not 
being circumcised at all, refused. to-stand to any 

of 
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of their contracts : wherefore they cast him forth 
from their synagogue : and he now remains a 
most piteous, woful, and miserable sight at the 
sign of the Old Testament and Dial in Fleet 
itreet; his wife (poor woman) is at this hour la- 
menting over him, wringing her hands and tear- 
ing her hair; for the barbarous Jews still keep, 
and expose at Jonathan's and Garraway's, the 
memorial of her loss, and her husband's indig- 
nity. , 



(To save the Stamp.*) 

*' KEEP us, we beseech thee, from the hands 
of such barbarous and cruel' Jews, who albeit 
they abhor the blood of black-puddings, yet 
thirst they vehemently after the blood of white 
ones. And that we may avoid such like calami- 
ties, may all good and well disposed Christians 
be warned by this unhappy wretch's woful ex- 
ample, to abominate the heinous sin of avarice, 
which sooner or later will draw them into th« 
cruel clutches of Satan, papists, and stock<job- 
' bers. Amen," 

• All Forms of Prayer and Thanksgiving, Books of Devotioo, 
lid being, excepted in the statute of 12 Anne (1712) charging 
pamphlets and papen contained in half a sheet with one half- 
penny, and every such pnper, being one whole sheet, with a 
■tamp dnty of one penny for every copy. H 
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Various subjects. 
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Many erf' these "Thoughts" are fouod, talUtm vrriis/vnie 
variou* letters. Whether Pope eitracted them'from the lettCDi 
or whctlier, haviif ifiion writted dOi*n the rcflectiom.udi' 
camstances occasioned them, be took aa oppcatamtyoi immbaag 
them in the coiresfiondence, is uncertain. — J thiDk the litter 
most probable, from his knom habits, and the great atlentiai 
with which the /titm are composed. 

Pope, it it welt kaowo, t*e»cr jnfTq^d any thing pcMntedu 
cODversalLon to pass, without commiulitg it to paper. Tbiscit- 
cumstance, perhaps, accounts for ihete " Tltoughts." Tbo^ 
marked with the initials D. A. and T. K. peihaps' he had from 
Dr. Arbuthnot and some other acquaintance less known. 1^ 
first is in Arbulhoot's fi^ itapfa aa Charlies. Bowlei. 
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THOUGHTS ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS. 

BY MR. POPE.* . 



Party is the madness of many, for the gain 
of a few. 

There never was any party, faction, rfect, or 
cabal whatsoever, in which the most ignorant 
•w^re not the most violent ; for a bee is not a bu- 
sier animal than a blockhead. However, such 
instruments af'e necessary to politicrans ; and 
perhaps it may be with states as with clocks, 
which must have some dead weight' hanging at 
them to help and regulate the motion of the 
iiner and more useful parts. 

To endeavour to work upon the vulgar with 
fine sense,' is like attempting to hew blocks with 
a rasor. Fine sense and exalted sense are not 
half so useful as common sense: there are forty 
men of wit to one man of sense : and he that 
will carry nothing about him but gold, will be 
every day at a loss for want of readier change. 

Learning is like mercury, one of the most 
powerful and excellent things 'in the world in 
skilful hands.: in unskilful, the most mischie- 
vous. 



itsa 



* Set Swift's Tbqughti oa TarlDUt Subjects, in vol. xiv. p. 
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The nicest constitutions of government are 
often like the finest pieces of clockwork ; which 
depending on so many motions, are therefore 
more subject to be out of order. 

Every man has just as much vanity aa he want» 
understanding. 

Modesty, if it were to be recommended for 
nothing else, this were enough, that the pretend- 
ing to little, leaves a man at ease -, whereas boast- 
ing requires perpetual labour to appear what he. 
is not. If we have sense, modesty best proves it 
to others : if we hare none, it best hides our want 
of it. For, as blushing witt sometimes make a 
a whore pass for a virtuous woman, so modesty 
may make a fool seem a man of sense. 

It is not so much the being exempt from faults, 
as the having overcome them, that is an advan- 
tage to us : it being with the follies of the mind, 
as with the weeds of a field, which, if destroyed 
and consumed upon the place of their birth, en- 
rich and improve it more, than if none had ever 
sprung there. 

To pardon those absurdities in ourseives, which 
we cannot suffer in others, is neither better nor 
worse than to be more willing to be foob our- 
selves, than to have otfiers so. 

A man should never be ashamed to own he haff 
, been in the wrong, which is but saying in other 
words, that he is wiser to day than he was yester- 
day. 

Our passions are like convulsion fits, which, 
though they make us stronger for the time, leave 
us weaker ever after. 

T« 
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To be angry, is to revenge die fault of others 
upon ourselves. 

A brave man thinks no one hts superior, vho 
does him an injury ; for he has it then in his 
power to make himself superior to the other, by 
forgiving it. 

To relieve the oppressed, is the most glorious 
act a man is capable of; it is in some measure 
doing the business of God and Providence. 

Superstition is the spleen of the soul. 

Atheists put on a false courage and alacrity ib 
the midst of their darkness and apprehensions : 
like children, who^ when ihpy go in the dark,, 
will sing for fear. 

An atheist is but a niad, ridiculous derider of 
piety : but a hypocrite makes a sober jest of 
God and religion. He finds it easier to be upon 
faift knees, than to rise to do a good action ; like 
an impudent debtor, who goes every day and 
talks familiarly to his creditor, without ever pay- 
ing what he owes, ^ 

What Tully says of war, may be applied to dis- 
puting ; it should be always so managed as to re- 
member, that the. only end of it is peace: but 
generally true disputants are like true sportsmen, 
their whole delight is in the pursuit : and a dis- 
putant no more cares for the truth, than the 
sportsman for the hare. 

The Scripture, in time of disputes, is like an 

open town in time of war, which serves iodiffe- 

, rently the occasions of both parties: each makes 

use of it for the present turn, and then resigns it 

to. (he next comer to do the same. 

<■■ ' E ■ 3 Such 

■■,'., C,q,t,=cdbvCO0g[C 
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Such as are still observing upon others, are like 
those who are always abroad at other men's houses. 
Informing every thing there, while their own ruq. 
to rui(j. 

When men grow virtuous in their, old age, 
they only make a sacrifice to God of the devil's 
leavings. 

When we are young, we are sJavishly employe4 
in procuring something whereby we may live 
comfortably when we grow old ; and when we are 
old we perceive it is too late to live an we pro- 
posed. 

People are scandalized, if one laughs at what 
they call a serious thing. Suppose I were to h^^ve 
my head cqt off to-morrow, and all the world ' 
•were talking of it to-day, yet why might not I 
laugh to think, %hat a bustle is there about my 
head ^ 

The gceatest advantage I know of being 
thought a wit by the world, is, that it gives 
one*the greater freedom of playing the fool. 

We ought in humanity, no more to despise a 
man for the misfortunes of the mind, than for 
those of the bqdy, when they are such as he can- 
not help. Were this thoroughly considered, we 
should no more laugh at one for having his brains 
cracked, than for having his head broke. 

A man of wit is not incapable of business, but 
above it. A sprightly generous horse is able to 
carry a packsaddle as well as an ass, bi^t he i^ 
^00 good to be put to the drudgery. 

Wherever I find a great deal of gratitude.in a 

poor piaii, I take it for. granted, there vould be 

as much generosity if he were a rich man. T: ' - 

Flowers 



Plovers of rhetoric, io sermons aifcl serious dis- 
courses, are like the blue bqcI red 6owers in corn, 
pleasing to them who come only for aitiuse- 
meot, but prejudicial to him who would reap the 
profit. 

When two people compliment each other with 
the' choice of any thing, each of them generally 
gets that which he likes least. 

He who tells a lie is not sensible how great a 
task he undertakes; for he must be forced to in- 
vent twenty more to maintain that one. 

Giving advice, is, many times, only the pri- 
vilege of saying a foolish thing one's self, un- 
der pretence of hindering another from doing 
Dne. 

It is with fotlo.\vers at court as with followers 
on the road, who first bespatter those that go he- 
fore, and then tread on their heels. 

False happiness is like false money ; it passes 
fbr a time as well as the true, and serves some or- 
dinary occasions: but when it is brought to .the 
touch, we find the lightness and allay, and feel 
the loss. 

' . Dastardly men are like sorry horses, who have 
but just spirit and mettle enough left to be mis- 
chievous. 

Some people wilt never learn any thing, for this 
reason, because they understand every thing too 
soon. 

A person who is too nice an observer of the bu- 
siness of the crowd, like one who is too curious 
in observing the labour of the bees, wil! often be 
*tu.|)g for his curiosity. 

E E'4 • A man- 
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' A man of business m^y talk of philosophy* 
man' who has' none may practise it* 

There 'arc some solitary wretches, vho seein to 
have left the rest. of mankind, only-^s Eve left 
Adam, to meet the devil in privatci 
■ The vanity of human life is, like a river, con- 
stantly passing away, and yet constantly coming 
on. 

' I seldom s«e a noble building, or any great 
piece of magnificence and pomp, but. I think, 
how little is all this to satisfy the ambition, or to 
fill the idea, of an immortal soul I 

It is a certain truth, that a man is never so 
easy, or so little imposed upon, as among people 
of the best sense : it costs far more trouble to be 
admitted or continued in ill company than in 
good ; as the former have less understanding to 
be employed, so they have more vanity to be 
pleased ; and to keep a fool constantly in good 
humour with himself, and^with others, is no 
very easy task. 

The difference between >vhat is commtmlj call- 
ed ordinary company and good company, is only 
hearing the same thitigs said in aUttie room or 
in a large saloon, at small tables o^ at great 
tables, before two candles or twenty sconces. 
. It is with narrow-souled people as with narrow- 
necked bottles : the less they have in them the 
^ore noise they make in pouring it out. 

Many men have been capable of doing a wise 

* The same lo^timeiit occurs ia a Letter fi'oti^ jBdiogbre^ to 
Swift. N. .■..."■ .■■-■■■ / 

:. , : thing, 

" L,,.r:.,.::,vCetOglc' ■ ' 
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thing, more a cunning thing, but very few a ge- 
nerous thing. 

Since itis reasonable to doubt most things, we 
should most of all doubt that reason of ours, 
which would deiiaonstrate all things, 

To buy books, as some do who make no use of 
them, only because they were published by an 
eminent printer; is much as if a man should buy 
clothes that did not 6t him, , only because they 
irere made by some famous tailor. 
. It is as offensive to speak wit in a fool's com- 
pany, as it would be ill manners to whisper in it; 
he is displeased with both for the same reason, 
because be is ignorant of what is said. 

False critics rail at false wits, as quacks and 
impostors are still cautioqiog us to beware of 
counterfeits, and decry others cheats only to 
make more way for their own. 
' Old men for the most part are like old chroni- 
jiles, that give you duH but true accounts of time 
past, and are worth knowing only on that score. 

Thefe should be, methiijks, as little merit in 
Joving a woman-for her beauty, as in loving a man 
for his prosperity ; both being equally subject to 
change. 

We should manage our thoughts in composing 
any work, as shepherds do their flowers in nia|ting 
a garland : first select the choicest, and then dis- 
pose thiem in the most proper places, where, they 
give a lustre to each other. 
- As handsome children are more a dishtMiour to 
. a deformed father than ugly ones, because unlike 
,hiiaself ; so good^thoughts, owned by a plagiary, 
brii)g him. more shame than bis own ill ones. 
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When a poor thief appears in rich garments, we 
immediately know they are none of his own. 

Human brutes, like other beasts, 6nd snare} 
and poison in the provisions of life, and are 
allured by their appetites to their destruction. 

The most positive men are the most credulous; 
MDce they most believe themselves and advise 
DHMt vith the falsest Batterer, and worst enemy, 
tbeif own self-love. 

Get your enemies to read your works, in 
order to mead them; for your friend is so 
nucfa your secood self, that he will judge too 
like you. 

Women use lovers as they do cards; they 
play with them awhile, and when they have got 
all they can by them, throw them away, call for 
new ones, and then perhaps lose by the new ones 
all they got by the old ones. 

Honour in a woman's mouth, like an oath in 
the mouth of a gamester, is ever still most used, 
a« their truth is most questioned. 

Women, as they are like riddles, in being ud- 
intelliglble, so generally resemble them in this, 
that they please us no longer when once we 
l^now them. 

A man, who admirer a fine woman, has yet 
»o more reason to wish himself her husband, 
than one who admired the Hesperian fruity 
would have had to wish himself the dragon that 
kept it. 

He who marries a wife, because ht cannot ' 
always liye chastely, is much like a inan, who, 
finding a few humours in his' body, resolY^a^O;' 
wear a perpetual" bIister^ ■ . ~ .' 

..• - Married.,' 
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Married people, for being so closely united, 
are but the apicr to part; as knots, the harder 
they are pulled, break the sooner. 

A fiamily is but too often a commonwealth of 
malignants : wiiat we_ call the charities arid lie^ 
of affinity, prove but so many separate and clash- 
ing interests : the son Wfshes the death of the 
father ;* the younger brother that of the elder; 
the elder repines at the sisters portions : when 
any of them marry, there are new divisions and 
new animosities. It is bi^t. natural and reason- 
able to expect all this, and yet we fancy no com- 
fort but in a family. 

Authors in France seldom apeak ill of each 
other, but when they have a personal piques 
authors in England seldom speak well of each 
other, but when they have a personal friend- 
ship,t 

There is nothing wanting to make all rational 
and disinterested people in the world of one re- - 
ligion, but that they should walk together every 
day. . 

Men are grateful in the same degree that they 
are resentful. 

The longer we live, the more we shall be con- 
yinced, that it is reasonable to love God, and 
despise man, as far as we know either. 



^ A faUDily a mmmorrweulth of malignant!! and son wiiliia^- 
the death of a fiither I Bid Pope, whose filial piety wai hx\ 
most eoitoeui virtue, -uiiihjhe dralh of his mot/urf What riglit 
hid. he then to charge such a maliginnt sentiment on humaoi 
luture? Bowles. 

t This apfAh^im might have suited onr author, and hia knot, 
of adpdJT^i biU it isitreeocral less trc^e of Et^ish authors than 
anjr other. Bowlks. 

That 
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That character in conversation, which com- 
monly passes fur agreeable, is made up of civi- 
lity and fabehood. 

A short and certain w&y to obtain the charac- 
ter of a reasonable and wise man, is, whenever 
any one tells you his opinion, to comply with it. 

What is generally accepted as virtue ia women, 
is very different from what is thought so in 
Vien: a very good woman would but make i 
paltry man. 

Some people are commended for.a giddy kind 
of good humour; which is as much a virtue ai 
drunkenness. 

Those people only will constantly trouble jod 
with doing little offices for thein, who least de- 
serve you should do any. 

We are sometimes apt to wonder to see those 
people proud, who have done the meanest things; 
whereas a consciousness of having dope poor 
things, and a shame of hearing of them, often 
make the composition we call pride. 

An excuse is worse and more terrible than s 
lie : for an excuse is a lie guarded. 

Praise is like ambergris; a little whiff of it, 
"^nd by snatches, is very agreeable; but wheni 
' man holds a whole lump of it to your nose, it ii 
a stink, and strikes you down. 

The general cry is against ingratitude, be wif 
the complaint is misplaced, it should be against 
vanity. None but direct villains are capable of 
wilful ingratitude ; but almost every body i* 
capable of thinking he has d^ne more tban 
another deserves, while the other thinks he. t>^ 
received less than he deserves, 

; ■L;,q-,:...vC00gLt' 1 
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T never knew any man in- my life, who' could 
not bear . another's misfortunes perfectly - like a 
Christian.* 

' Several explanations of casuists, to multiply 
the catalogue of ^ins, may be called amendments 
to the ten commandments. 

It is observable that the ladies frequent trage- 
dies more .than comedies: the j.eason may be, 
that in tragedy their sex is deified and adored, 
in comedy exposed and ridiculed. 

The character of covetousness is what a man 
generally acquires more through some niggard- 
liness, or ill grace, in little or inconsiderable 
things, than in expenses of any consequence. 
A very few pounds a year would ease that maa 
of the scandal of avarice. 

Some men's wit is like a dark lantern, which 
serves their own turn, and guides them their 
own way ; but is never known (according to the 
Scripture phrase) either to shine forth before 
men, or to glorify their Father in Heaven. 

It often happens that those are the best peo- 
ple, whose characters have been most injured by 
slanders ; as we usually find that to be the 
sweetest fruit; which the birds have been peck- 
ing at. 

The people all running to the capita! city, is 
like a confluence of all the animal spirits to the 
heart; a symptom that the constitution is in 
danger. 

* P(^ bat mad« [his apolhegm his own bj a little alteratiotr, 
and BBjing " he never knew {" like those who tell an olJstory, 
and make it their o'^a, by ta/lng they rtmemher so and so. 
S0WI.SJ, 

The 
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The wonder ire often express at our neighbours 
keeping dull company, would lessen, if we re- 
flected, that most people seek companions less to 
be talked to than to talk. 

Amusement is the happiness of those that can- 
not think. 

Never stay dinner for a clergyman, who is to 
make a morning visit ere he comes, for he vill 
think it liis duty to dine with any greater man 
that asks him. 

A cotiteDted man is like a good tennis-ptayer, 
vho never fatigues and confounds himself vith 
running eternally after' the ball, but stays till it 
comes to him. 

Two things are equally unaccountable to rea- 
son, and not the object of reasoning; the wisdom 
of God, and the madness of man. 

Many men, prejudiced early in disfavour of 
mankind by bad maxims, never aim at making 
friendships ; and, while they only think of avoid- 
ing the evil, miss of the good that would meet 
them. They begin the world knaves, for pre- 
vention, while others only end so after dis- 
appointment 

The greatest things and the most praiseworthy, 
that can be done for the public good, are not 
what require great parts, but great honesty: 
therefore for a king to make an amiable charac- 
ter, he needs oulyto be a man of common ho- 
nesty, well advised. 

No woman hates a man for being in l6vp with 
her ; but many a woman hates a man for beio^ 
a friend to her. -' . ' . i 

The eye of a critic is often, like a wiicrosce^V *^ 
- maw,/- 
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made so very fine and nice, that it discovers the 
atoms, grains, and minutest particles, without 
ever comprelwodiag the whole, comparing the 
parts, or seeing all at once the harmony. 

A king may be x tool, a thing of straw ; but 
if he serves to frighten ou^ enemies, and secure 
Our property, it is well eiiough : a scarecrow is 
a. thing of straw, but it protects the corn. 

Notwithstanding the common complaint of die 
knavery of men in power, I have known no great 
ministers, or men of parts and business, so wicked 
as their inferiors ; their sense and knowledge 
preserve them from a hundred common rogue- 
ries ; aiid When they Ikfctome bad, it is feeiWralty 
IftOffr ftoiti tbc necessity of their situation, thad 
from a natural bent to evil. 

Whatever rSay fefe said against a pi'erofer or 
iitie mihisf£r,-. the efil of svich a one, in an «b'- 
solute government, may not be great : for it il 
(KwsibI*!, tfrit ftlftiost any minister May be a better 
irian than 4 king b.otn and bred. 

A iWart eorffing to the *'ater?rele is siirrOmtd^Sd 
hy aH the cfe*': (fvefj' orte is officioos, every 
one makes applications, every one offer'tog Mt 
tertic^^; th^ \vha\(i b^tstte of the place seemi to 
be only fofr him. The same man going from the 
watertidfif iw noise is iliadd dbout kim, no crea- 
ture takes ttttticft of him, all let him paM witfc 
utt4r ri^gtect ! — the picture of a minister vbtai 
he comes int« power, and when hi goes ouL 
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A WONDERFUL PROPHECY. 

lUcen 6bai tbe moath of tfae ipirit of a penon, who wai biiba^ 
TDasljr ibin bj the Mobocks ) proving alto that tbe uidMot 
bocka and Hawcabitea ace the Gt^ and Magog mcndoncd in 
the Revelation; and therefore that tbi« vain aod tianiittaj 
World win abortlj be btotight to its final Otssolntioii. 

SKXATHtD tamrm ik thb tb&k lyiii 

Woel Woel Woe! 

W^OE to London ! Woe to Westminster ! ffoS 
to Southwark ! and, Wue to the inhabitants 
thereof. 

I am loth to say. Woe to the old and new 
churches, those that are built, and those that arc 
not built! 

But Woe to the gates^ the streets, and the 
houses ! Woe to the men, the women^ and the 
children ! for the Mohocfca and the Hawcubitei 
are already come, the time draweth near and 
the end af^roachetb 1 

Not to mention the near resemblance betveeb 
the names of Mohock and Gog, Hawcubite and 
Magog (though I think there is a great deal 
even in that) I shall go on to .proceed in |ny 
more solid arguments, proving to you ^net odIj 
the things that are^ but also the things that an 
not. ■ )\ 

The things that are, are ihe^Mobocks awJ-.J 
Hawcuhites; the- things that ,arj!= n^,,-ai'cQo|' 
and Magog; and yet both , the things ^^^^ 
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■ and the things that are not, are one and the 
same thing. 

How this matter is, or when it is to be ful- 
filled, neither you nor I knov, but I only. 

For when the M'ohocks and Hawcubites came, 
Satan came also among them : and where Satan 
is, there are Gog and Magog also. 

They have the mark of the beast in their 
■foreheads, and the beast himself is in their 
hearts, their teeth are sharp hke the teeth of 
lions, their tails are fiery like the tails of scor- 
pions, and their hair is as the hair of women. 

[Here the spirit paused a nhiky and thtu again 
proceeded.'^ 

Now listen to what is to come : 

Those that are in shall abide in, and those that 
are out shall abide out. Yet those that are in 
shall be as those that are out, and those that are 
out shall he as those that are in. 
- Be not dejected — fear not — but believe and 
tremble. 

The lions of this world are dead, and the 
princes of this world are dead also, and the next 
world draweth nigh. 

That ancient whig, the antichrist of St John, 
shall lead the van like a young dragon; bat he 
shall be cut piecemeal, and dispossessed. 

The dragon upon Bow church, and the grass- 
Jiopjier upon the Royal Exchange, shall meet to- 
■' gether upon Stocks market, and shake liands like 
brethren. ■'■ , . _ 'X^ ■. . - 

Shake therefore, ypur-heads, O ye people ! My 
v«j^. XVIII. r r timt 

,■;-■■ • L;,q-,:....,Coogk' 
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titVie ii short, and yours is not long ; lengthtn, 
therefore, your repentance, and shorten jour 
iniquities. 

Lo ! the comet appeareth iti the south! yea, it 
appeareth exceedingly. Ah poor deluded Chris- 
tians! Ah blind brethren !__ think not that this 
baleful dog star only shaketh his tail at you in 
waggery < no, it shakcth it as a rod. It is not a 
sporiing tail, but a fiery tail, even as the tail of 
a harlot ; yea sijch a tail as may reach, and be 
told, to all posterity. 

I am the porter, that was barbarously "slain in 
Fleet-street : by the Mohocks and Hawcubites, 
was I slain, when they lard violent bands upon 
me. 

They pot their hook into my mouth, they di- 
vided my nostrils asunder, they sent me, as they 
thought, to tay long home ; but now I am re- 
turned again to Toretel their destruction. 

The time is at hand, when the freethinkers of 
Great Britain shall be converted to Judaism; 
and the stiltan shall receive the foreskins ofTo- 
land and Collins* in a box of gold. 

Yet two da^-s, a day, and half a day, yet, upoD 
the twelfth hour of the fourth day, those embleBB 
of Gog and Magog at the Guildhall shall fall l" 
the ground, and be broke asunder. With them 
Bhall perish the Mohocks and Hawcubites, and 
the whole world shall perish with them. 

[Here the spirit dist^rpeared, . and im0d^. 
thereupon keid kis peace.'] > ■- ^'- 

'.-,■•.■ ' . • ■- , V*; ■ 
* Autbonof several bo^iafarourofiofid^t;;.!'^*' 
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THE COUNTRY POST: 

VROH TUESDAY, AUGUST THl TTELFTHf TO 
THUESDAT, AUGUST TBB rOUKTEEHTH. 

, {From the kennott, August the 4tk.] 

IWO days ago we were put in a dreadful con- 
sternation by the advance of a kite, which 
threatened every minute to fal.I upon us : he 
made several motions, as if he designed to at- 
tack our left wing, which covered our infantry. • 
We were alarmed at his approacli, and, upon -a 
general muster of all our forces, the kitchen 
maid came to our relief; bat we were soon con- 
vinced that she had betrayed u^ and was in the 
interest of the kite aforesaid ; ft>r she twisted off , 
two of our companions necks, and stripped them 
naked : five of us were also clapped in a close 
prison, in order to be sold for slaves the next 
market day. 

P. S. Tlie black hen was last night safely de- 
livered of seven young ducks. 

[From the garden, August the 3rf.] 

The hoars have done mudi mischief of late in 
these parts, bo such ,a degree, tliat not a turnip 
OF carrot can lie safe in their bedd. Yesterday 
severaJ of them were tadcen, and sentenced to - 
have a' wooden engjne ' put aboul; thCir necks, 

■ * ■ F s a^ to 

■ ■ " ■■ C,q,t,=cdbvC00gle 
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to have their noses bored, and rings thntit 
through them, as a mark of isfamy for such 
practices. 



[Frcm the great pondf August the t«f.] 

Yesterday a large sail of ducks passed by here, 
after a small resistance from two little boys, who 
flung stones at them : they landed near the bam 
door, where they foraged with very good success. 
M'hile they were upon this enterprise, an old 
tufkeycock attacked amaid in a red petticoat, 
and she retired with great precipitation. This 
afternoon being somewhat rainy, . they set sail 
again, and took several frogs. Just now arrived 
the parson'9 wife, )iod twenty dupks were brought 
forth before her, in order to be tried, but fci 
wha,t crime we know not: however, two of them 
were condemned. Twas also observed, that the 
carried off ^ gosling ^nrf three sucking pigs. 



[From the Utile fort at the end of the gar^ 
August the 5th.'^ 

Last night two young men of this place made 
a detachment of tneir breeches, in order, as it i> 
thought, to possess theipselves of ^he two over- 
tures of the said fort ; but at their approach the? 
heard great firing from the port- holes ; they. 
found them already bombarded by the Te>^ 
guard of Sarah and Siiky, who, fearing the« 
youqg men were come to heat up their quarter^ 
deserted their necessary postflj which were iniDi&' 

diately 

CqitOcdbvCoOglC 
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diately taken possession of, notwithstanding they 
were much annoyed, by reason of several stink- 
pots, that had been flung there the same morning. 



IFrom the barleymtm near the bam, August ' 
the Sd.] 

It was yesterday rumoured, that there was 
heard a mighty squeaking near this plat;e, as of 
an army of mice, who were thought to lie in 
ambuscade in the said mow. Upon this, tlie 
farmer assembled together a council of neigl;i> 
hours, wherein it was resolved, that the mow 
should be removed, to prevent the further de- 
struction of the forage. This day the affair was 
put in execution ; four hundred and seventy- 
nine mice, and three large rats, were killed, 
and a vast number wouiided, by pitchforks and 
other instruments of husbandry. A mouse that 
was close pursued, took shelter under Dolly's 
petticoats; but, by. the vigilance of George 
Simmons, he was taken, as he was endeavouring 
to force his way throngh a deep morass, and 
crushed to death on the spot There was nothing 
material happened the next day, only Cicily - 
Hart was observed to make water under the 
aaid mow, as she was going a milking. 



■ [From the great ifard, Augu$t the 2rf.] 

• '■■'- ' ' . / 

It is -very credibly reported, that there is a 

treaty of marriage on foo^ between the old red 

*■ F 3 cock 
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cock and the pied ben, they having gf ij^ ap- 
peared very much in public together : ho yester- 
day made her a prascot of three barleycorns, so 
that we look^n this affair as concluded. This is 
the same cock, that fought a duel for her about 
a month agow 

[From the ^squire*« hotue.1 

On Sunday last there was a noble entertain- 
ment in our great hall, where were present the 
parson and the farmer: the parson eat like a 
farmer and the farmer like a parson : we refer 
you to the curious in calculations, to decide 
which eat most. 

It is reported, that the minister christened > 
male child last week, but it wants conflrmation. 



[From the Justices meeting, August the 7 th.] 

This day a jackdaw, well known in the panst^ 
was ordered close prisoner to a cage, for cryiog 
"Cuckold" to a justice of the quorum ; and, 
the same evening, certain apples, for hissing in 
a disrespectful manner as they were roasting, ^ 
were committed to lamb's wool. The same day 
the said justices caused a pig to be whipped to 
death, and eat the same, being convicted of - 
e4ueaking on the 10th of June. ^ 

{From ike church] Vigust /A^"«(A?| \^'*^ ' 
Divine servipe is coni^nued in: our [W^ <■* 






THE eOUMTRT POSt. 439 

i^sual, though we have seldom the company qf 
any of the neighbouring gentry; by whose ma«- 
ner of living it may be conjectured, that the 
advices from thia place are not credited by 
them, or else regarded as matters of little con- 
sequence. 



{From the churchyard, August the Sth."] 

The minister, having observed his- only daugh- 
ter to seem too much aifected with the in- 
tercourse of his bull and the cows of the parish, ■ 
has ordered the ceremony for the future to be 
performed, not in his own court, but in the 
churchyard': where, at the first solemnity of 
that kind, the grave-stones of John Fry, Peter 
How, and Mary d'Urfey, were spurned down. 
This has already occasioned great debates in the 
vestry, the latter being the deceased wife of 
the singing clerk of this place. 



[Casualties this zeeek.'} 

Several casualties have happened this week, 
and the bill of mortality is very much increased. 
There have died of the failing sickness two 
stumbling horses, as also one of their riders. 
Smothered (in onions) seven rabbits. Stifled (in 
a soldier's breeclias) two geese. Of a sore throat, 
teveritl sheep^andaaJi^s at the butchers. Starved 
' 'to death, one Ijastarj eliild, nursed at the parish 
-charge. , Stillborn, jn eggs of turkeys, geese, 
ducks, aind; hens, thirty-six'. Drowned, nine 
r p 4 puppies. 
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puppies. Of wind ia the bowek, five bottles of 
sinall beer. X have not yet seen the exact litt 
of the parish-clerk; so that, for a more particular 
account, we refer you to our next. 

We have nothing material as to the stocb, 
only that Dick Adams was set in them Ust Sun* 
day for swearing. 



' .. < * ite« ■ 
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A TRUE AND FAITHFUL NARRATIVE 

• F THAT PABBID IN LONDON, SDaiHO THB 
OBNZBAI. C0N8TBRNATI0N OF. ALL BANKS 
AND DEOBEBS OF UANBIND, ON TUESDAT. 
WII^NXgDAY, THURBDAT, AND FBISAr LAftT* 

On Tuesday the 13th of Octoher, Mr. \7histon* 
held bis lecture, near the Royal Exchange, to an 
audience-of fourteen worthy citizens, his subscri- 
bers and constant hearers. Beside these, there 
were five chance auditors for that night only, 
who had paid their ahillings apiece. I think my- 
self obliged to be very particular in this relation, 
leat my veracity should be -suspected : which 
makes me appeal to the men, who were present ; 
of which number I myself was one. Their names 
are, 

Henry Watson, haberdashet. 

George Hancock, druggist. 

John Lewis, drysalter. 

William Jones, comchandler. 

Henry Theobald, watchmaker. 

James Peters, draper. 

Thomas Floyer, silversmith. 

John Wells, brewer. 

Samuel Greg, soapboiler. 

William Cooley, fishmonger. 

'" . * ThU cohscimtloDi and karned divine is well known bj bit 
oumerous writing!, and by the " Memoirs of his own Life," writ- 
ten, byhiimelf, and pablished In 1749. He died^ )a baSSth 
)wu-> Aug. 22, 1732. N. 

Jamet 
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James Harper, hqsier. 
Robert Tucker, stationer. 
George Ford, ironmonger. 
Daniel Lynch, apothecary. 

William Beonet, "t 

David Sdmers, { 

Charlea Lock, > apprentices. 

Leonard Daval, { 

Heniy Croft, J 

Mr. Whiston began by acqnainUng ui, that 
(contrary, to hb advertisement) he thought \am- 
self in duty and coiucience obliged to change 
the subject matter of hi* intend^ discourse. 
Here he paused, and seemed, far a qhort spacQ, 
AS it were, lost in devotion and mental prayer ; 
aAer which, vith great earnestness and vehe-. 
mence, he spake as follows: 

*' Friends and fellow citizens, alt speculative 
science is at an end : the period of all things is 
at hand ; on Friday next this vorld shall be no 
more. Put not yoiir cosfideoee in me, brethren; 
for to morrow morning, five nfnutes after five, 
. the truth will be evident t in that instant the 
comet shall appear, of which I Itav^ heretofore ^ 
wariled you. As y« have heard, ImUcvc. Go 
hence, and prepare your wives, your femilies, and 
friends, for the universal change," 

At this solemn and dreadful pirediction, the 
whole society appeared in the utmost astonish- 
ment : but it would be unjust not t© remember, 
that Mr. Whiston himself was in so calm a tefii- , 
fer, as to return a shiUjng apiece to the yiMibh-. 
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who had been disappointed of their lecUire, which 
I thought, from a man of his integrity, a con* 
Tincing proof of his Own faith in the prediction. 

As we thought it a duty in charity to warn 
all men, in two or three hour^ the news had spread 
through the city. At first, indeed, our report 
met with but little credit; it being, by our 
greatest dealers in stocks, thought only a court 
artifice to sink them, that some choice favourites 
might purchase at a lower rate ; for the South Sea, 
that very evening, fell five per ctntt the India 
eleven, and all the other funds in proportion. 
But, at the court end of the town, our attesta* 
tions were entirely disbelieved, or turned into 
ridicule ; yet nevertheless the news spread avny 
wherc^ and was the subject matter of all cqnvcr* 
sation. 

That very night (as I was credibly informed) 
Mr. Whiston was aent for to a great lady, who 
is very curiotis in. the learned sciences, and ad- 
dicted to all the speculative doubts of the mo^t 
able philosophers; but he was not now to be 
found : and since, at other times, he has been 
known not to decline Uiat honour, I make no 
doubt he concealed himself to attend the great 
business of his sout : but whether it was the 
lady's faith or inquisitiveaea^ that occasioned her 
to. send, is a point I shall not presume to de> 
termine. As for his being seat for to the secre- 
tary's olSce by a messenger^ it is now known 
. to be a matter notoriously faUe, and indeed at 
iirst it had little credit with me, that so zealous 
-. and honest a man should be ordered into custody, 
as a secUtioHs preacher, who is known to be 
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•o well affected to the present happj eitabliili- 
ment. 

It M-as DOW I reflected, with exceeding tronbU 
and sorrow, that I had disused family prayerefor 
above five years, and (though it has beec a ciu- 
tom of late entirely neglected by meu of any 
business or station) I determined within myself 
no longer to omit so reasonable and religious a 
duty. I acquaint^ my wife with my intentions: 
but, two or three neighbours having been en- 
gaged to sup with us that night, and many houn 
being unwarily spent at cards, I was prerailed 
upon by her to put it off till the next day ; she 
reasoning, that it would be time enough to take 
off the servants from their business (which this 
practice must infallibly occasion for an hour or 
two every day) after the comet had made its ap- 
pearance. 

Zachary Boven, a qaaker, and my next neigh- 
bour, had no sooner heard of the prophecyi but 
he made me a visit. I informed him of every 
thing I had heard, but found him quite obstinate 
in his unbelief; for, said he, be comfortedi 
friend, thy tidings are impossibilities ; for, were 
these things to happen, they must have been 
foreseen by some of our brethren. This indeed 
(as in all other spiritual cases with this set of 
people) was his only reason against believing 
me; and,, as he was ftilly persuaded that the 
prediction was erroneous, he in a very neigh- 
bourly manner admonished . me against selling 
my stock at the present low pric^ which, he 
said, . beyond dispute, must have a rise before 
Monday, when . this unreasonable comttmatiwi 
should be over. ',' 

Bit 

' "■ - .......Co.:, . ■ 
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But on Wednesday morning (I believe to the 
exact calculation of Mr. Whiston) the comet ap- 
peared : for, at three minutes after five by my 
own watch, I saw it. He indeed foretold, that 
it would be seen at five minutes after five; but, 
as the best watchea may be a minute or two 
too slow, 1 am apt to think his calculation just 
to a minute. 

In less than a quarter of an hour, all Cheapside 
was, crowded with a vast concourse of people, 
and notwithstanding it was so early, it is thought 
that, through all that part of the town, there 
was not man, woman, or child, except the sick 
or infirm, left in their beds. From my own bal- 
cony, I am confident, I saw several thousands in 
the street, and counted at least seventeen, who 
were upon their knees, ami seemed in actual 
devotion: Eleven of them,' indeed, appeared to 
be. old women of about fourscore; the six others 
were men in advanced life, but(aB I could guess) 
two of them might be under seventy. 

It is highly probable, that an event of thii 
nature may be passed over by the greater histo^ 
rians of our- times, as conducing very little or 
nothing to the unravelling and laying open the 
deep schemes of politicians, and mysteries of 
state; for which reason, I thought it might not 
be unacceptable to record the facts, which, in 
the space of three days, came to my knowledge, 
either as an eye-witness, or from unquestionable 
authorities ; nor can. I think this narrative wilt 
be entirely without its use, as it may enable us to 
form a more just idea of our country-men in ge- 

■ * . neral. 
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neral, particiilarly in regard to their faith, re- 
ligion, morals, and politics. 

Before Wednesday noon, the belief wai uni- 
Tcrsal, that the day of judgment was at hand, 
insomuch, that a waterman of my acquaintance 
told me, he couated no less than one hundred 
and twenty three clergymen, who had been 
ferried over to Lambeth before twelve o'clock: 
these, it ii said, went thither to petition, that a 
short prayer might be penned, and ordered, 
there being none in the service upon that occa- 
siont But, as in things of this nature it is ne- 
ceflsary that the Council be consulted, their re- 
qutst was not immediately complied with; and 
this I aifirm to he the true and only reason, that 
the cbucobes were not that morning so well at- 
tended J, and is in no ways to be imputed to the 
feai:« and ooosternation of the dergy, with which 
the freethinkers hare since very unjustly re* 
proaclicd tlietn. 

My wife and I went to church (where we had 
pot been for many years on a week day) and. 
Myth- « rery large congregation, ivere disip* 
pointed of the ser\'ice. But (what mil be scarce 
credible) by the cardessness of a 'prentice, in 
our absence^ we bad -a piece of fiae eanfanc 
carried off by a aheplifter: ao little impression 
was y«t mad« on the tsiads of those viokerf 
womeii! 

t cannot omit the care of a particular director 
of the Bank ; I hope the worthy asd *whhy 
knight will forgive me, that I endeavour *o d« 
him justice; for it was unquestionably otfinff ^^ 
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sir Gilbert HcathcDte'a*" sagacity, that ali the fire- 
offices were required to have a particular eyo 
upon tlie Bank of England., Let it be recorded 
to his praise, that in the general hurry this struck 
him as his neare»t aiid tfcnderest concern ; but 
the next day in the evening, after having taken 
due Care of all his book*, bills, and bonds, I waa 
informed, his. mind was wholly turned upon spi- 
ritual matters; yet, ever and aaoo, he could not 
help expressing his resentment against the t6rie« 
and jM^obites, to whom fae imputed that sudden 
run upon die Bank, whiuh happened on this oc- 
casion. 

A great man (whom at this time it oaay not bs 
prudent to name) employed all the Wednesday 
morning to make up such an account, as might 
appear fair, in case fae should be called upon to 
produce it on the Friday; but was forced to de* 
sist, after having for several hours together at- 
tempted it, not being able to bring himself to a 
resolutiott to trust the many hundred articles of 
his secret transactions upon paper. 

Another seemed to be very mekncholy, which 
bis flatterers imputed to his dread of losing his 
power in a day or two; but I rather take it, that 
his chief concern was the terror of being tried in 
a court, that could- not be infiuenced, and wbo-e 
ft majority of voices could avail him nothing. It 
was observed too, that he had but few visitors 
that day; this added so much to his mortification, 

*SirGilbert Heatbcote hiu!- before ugnalized hb core for Ibe 
Bank when in equal, danger, b; {KtitioQiDg ag^nit tbo lord 
treasiircr Godolptiia's being rcmov^, a» a mcaiore that woulS 
:4csm»y the poWic owUt. H. 

, . that 
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that be read through the first chapter of the book 
of Job, and wept over it bitterly ; in abort, he 
aeemed a true penitent in every thing, but in 
charity to his neighbour. No busiuess was that 
day done in his compting-house ; it is said too, 
that he was advised to restitution, but I never 
beard, that he complied with it any further, than 
in giving half a crown apiece to several crazed, 
and starving creditors, y/ho attended in the-out- 
ward room. 

Three of the maids of honour sent to counter- 
mand their birthday clothes ; two of them burnt 
all their collections of novels and romances, and 
sent to a bookseller's in Fall-mall to buy each of 
them a Bible, and Taylor's " Holy Living and 
Dying." But I must do all of them the justice 
to acknowledge that they showed a very decent 
behaviour in the drawing room, and restrained 
themselvcA from those ii>nocent freedoms, and 
little levities, so commonly incident to young 
ladies of their profession. So many birth -day 
suits were countermanded the next day, that 
most of the tailors and mantnamakers discharged 
all their journeymen and women. A grave elderly 
lady of great erudition and modesty, who visits 
theseyoungladies,seemedto be extremely shocked 
by the apprehensions, that she was to appear naked 
before the whole world ; and no less so, that^U 
mankind was to appear naked before her ; which . 
mighc so much divert her thoughts, as to ipc'a^ ^ 
pacitate her to give ready and apt answers, to Htk'- 
interrogatories that might be made he^. 'The ' 
maids of honour, 'who had bott- modesty ^irffeff^^ 
curiosity, could tiot; ima^ne ;fh^ '^ht io^ df,^.. ^ 
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agreeable as was represented ; nay, one of them 
Vent so far as to say, she perfectly longed to see 
it ; for it could not be so indecent, when every 
body was to be alike; and they had a day or two, 
to prepare themselves to be seen in that con- 
dition. Upon this reflection, each 'of them or- 
dered a bathing tub to be got ready that evening, 
and a looking>gIas3 to be set by it. So much are 
these young ladies both by nature and custom 
addicted to cleanly appearance. 

A west-country gentleman told nlfe, he got a 
. church'lease filled up that morning for the same 
sum which had been refused for three years sue* 
cessively. I must impute this merely to accident ; 
for I cannot imagine, that any divine could take 
the advantage of his tenant in so unhandsome a 
manner; or that the shortness of the life was in 
the least his consideration; though I have heard 
the same worthy prelate aspersed and maligned 
since, upon this very account. 

The term being so near, the alarm ambrig the 
lawyers was inexpressible, though some of them, 
I was told, were so vain as to promise themselves 
some advantage in making thtir defence, by being 
versed in the practice of our earthly courts. It 
is said too, that some of the chief pleaders were 
heard to express great satisfaction, that there 
had been but few state trials of late years'. Several 
.attornies demanded the return of fees, that had 
. been given the lawyers; biit it was answered, the 
fee was undoubtedly cfear^ed to their client, and 
tliaj^they could not ctfhiiive at Such injustice, as 
to suiter it to. be ^ndk: in the attorneys' pockets. 
<)ur jsage and le?ii*Oed judges had great cohsola- 
;., -VOL, XVIII. ..• ■ GB "■■■/ tion, 
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tion, iDSomucli as they had not pleaded at the 
bar for several years ; the barristers rejoiced in 
that they were not attorneys, and the attorneys 
felt po less satisfaction, that they were not pet- 
tifo^ers, scriveners, and other meaner officers of 
the law. « 

As to the army, far be it from me to conceal 
the truth. Every soldier's behaviour was as un- 
dismayed, and undaunted, as if nothing was to 
happen : I impute not this to their want of faith, 
but to their martial disposition; though I cannot 
help thinking they commonly accompany their 
commands with more oaths than are requisite, of 
which there was no remarkable diminution this 
morning on the parade in St. James's Park. But 
possibly it was by choice, and on consideration, 
that they continued tliis way of expression, not 
to Intimidate the common soldiers, or give occa- 
tion to suspect, that even the fear of damnation 
could make any impression upon their superior 
officers. A duel was fought the same morning 
between two colonels, not occasioned (as was re- 
ported) because the one was put over the other's 
head ; that being a point, which might at such a 
juncture have been accommodated by the media- 
tion of friends; but as this was upon the account 
of a lady, it was judged it could not be put off at 
this time, above all others, but demanded imme- 
diate satisfaction: I am apt to believe, that a 
young officer, who desired his surgeon to d.efet. 
putting him into a salivation tilt SaturJia^stnight 
make this request out of 'some op.imon he had Ojf,/, 
the truth of the prophecy; for the agprehe^HOWTli 
of any danger in the operatiOD cou& aotbe hffi.- 
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ftiotive, the surgeon himself having assured me, 
that he had before undergone three severe ope- 
rations of the like nature with great resignatioa 
and fortitude. 

There was an order issued, that the chaplains 
of the several regiments should attend their 
dutyj but as they were dispersed about in several 
parts of England, it was believed, that most of 
them could not be found, or so much as heard 
of, till the great day was over. 

Most of the considerable physicians by their. 
Outward demeanor seethed to be unbelievers; 
but at the same time, they every where insinu- 
ated, that there might be a pestilential malig- 
nancy in the air, occasioned by the comet, which 
might be ai'ttied against by proper and timely 
medicines. This caution had but little effect ; 
for as the time approached, the Christian resig- 
nation of the people increased, and most of them 
(which was never before known) had their aouU 
moi'e at heart than their bodies. 

If the reverend clergy showed more concern 
than others, 1 charitably impute it to their great 
charge of souls ; and what confirmed in this opi- 
nion Was, that the degrees of apprehension and 
terror could be distinguished to be greater or 

t-. less, according to their ranks and degrees in the 
church. 

The like might be observed in all sorts of 
■ministers, though not of the church of England ; 

;. the lii^er their rank, the more was their fear. 

I , , '-" I.,speak not of the court for.fear of offence; 

f 'and I forbear inserting, tlie. names of particular 

|. G ;8 '■ persons. 
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persons, to avoid the imputation of slander, so 
that the reader will allow the narrative must 
be deficient, and is therefore desired to accept 
hereof rather as a sketch, than a regular cii* 
cumstantial history. 

I was not informed of any persons, who showed 
the least joy; except three malefactors, who were 
to be executed on the Monday following, and 
one old man, a constant church-goer, who being 
at the point of death, expressed some satisfaction 
at the news. 

On Thursday morning there was little or no- 
thing transacted in 'Change-alley ; there were i 
multitude of sellers, but so few buyers, that one 
cannot affirm the stocks bore any certain price 
except among the Jews; who this day reaped 
great profit by their infidelity. There were many 
who called themselves Christians, who offered to 
buy for time, but as these were people of great 
distinction, I choose not to mention then, bfr 
cause in eifect it would seem to accuse them both 
of avarice, and infidelity. 

The run upon the Bank is too well knowij to 
need a particular relation : for it never can be 
forgotten, that no one person whatever (except 
the directors themselves, and some of their par- 
ticular friends and associates) could convert a 
bill all that day into specie; all hands being 
employed to serve them. ■■: 

In the several churches of the city and suburb* 
there were seven thousand two hundred and forty- 
five, who publickly and solemnly, declared before 
the congregation, that tbey took to wife thtjr 

acveril 
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scTeral kept mistrewes, which waa allowed as 
valid marriages, the priests not having time to 
pronounce the ceremony in form. 

At St. Brides church in 'Fleet-street, Mr. Wool- 
Bton (ivho writ against the miracles of our Saviour) 
in the utmost terrors of conscience, made a public 
recantation. Dr. Mandcville* (who had been 
groundlessJy reported formerly to have done the 
same)didit now in good earnest at St. James's gate; 
as did also at the Temple church several gentle- 
men, who frequent coffeehouses near the bar. So 
great was the faith and fear of two of them, that 
they dropped dead on the spot; but I will not 
record their namci, lest I should he thought in- 
vidiously to lay an odium on their families and 
posterity. 

Most of the players, who had very little faith 
before, were now desirous of having as much as 
they could, and therefore embraced. the Roman 
catholic religion: the same thing was observed of 
some bawds, and ladies of pleasure. 

An Irish gentleman out of pure friendship came 
to make me a visit, and advised me to hire a boat 
for the ensuing day, and told me, that unless I 
gave earnest for one immediately, he feared it 
might be too late ; for bis countrymen had se- 
cured almost every boat upon the river, as judg- 
ing, that in the general conflagration, to be upon 
the water would be the safest place. 

There were two lords, and three commoners, ■ 

* Bernard ic Mandcville, M.D. aathor of the Fable itftbe 
;Sces, a book jiuteoded to subvert not. only reltgioD but virtae, 
,. by .sJiowing that private vices are public benefits. He died ta 
17m. N. 

G G 3 who, 
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who, out of scruple of conscience, very hastily 
threw up their pensions, as imagining a pension 
was only an annual retaining bribe. Alt the 
other great pensioners, I was told, had their 
scruples quieted by a clergyman or two of disr 
tinction, whom they happily consulted. 

It was remarkable, that several of our veiy 
richest tradesmen of the city, in common charity, 
gave away shillings and sixpences to the beggars, 
who plied about the church doors ; and at a pair 
ticular church in the city, a wealthy churchwar- 
den with his own hands distributed fifty twelve- 
penny loaves to the poor, by way of restitution 
for the many great and costly feasts, which lie 
had eaten of at their expense. 

Three great ladies, a valet de chambre, two 
lords, a customhouse officer, five half-pay cap- 
tains, and a baronet (all noted gamesters) came 
publicly into a ehurch at Westminster, and. de- 
posited a very considerable sinn of money in the 
minister's hands; the parties, whom they had 
defrauded, being either out of tOAvn, or not to 
be found. But so great is the hardness of heart 
of this fraternity, that among either the noble, 
or vulgar gamesters (though the profession is so 
general) 1 did not hear of any other restitution 
of this sort. At the same time I must observe 
that (in comparison of these) through all par's 
of the town, the justice and penitence of the 
highwaymen, housebre^ers, and common pick- 
pockets, was very remarkable. , 

The directors ofour public companies vere itt; 
such dreadful apprehensions, that one would toye' 
thought a parliamentary inquiiy wasa't handjjg' 'i;* 
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stt great was their presence of mind, that all the 
Thursday morning was taken up in private trans- 
fers, which by malicious people was thought to 
be done with desirjn to conceal their effects. 

I forbear mentioning the private confessions 
of particular ladies to their husbands; for as their 
children were horn in wedlock, and of conse- 
quence are legitimate, it M'ould be an invidious 
task to record tliem as bastards; and particularly 
after their. several husbands have so charitably 
forgiven them. 

The evening and night through the whole 
town were spent in devotions both public and 
private ; the churches for this one day were so 
crowded by the nobility and gentry, that thou- 
sands of common people were seen praying in 
the public streets. In short, one would have 
thought the whole town had been really and 
seriously religious. But what was very remark- 
able, all the different persuasions kept by them- 
selves, for as each thought the other would be 
damned, not one would join in prayer M'iih the 
other. 

At length Friday came, and the people covered 
all the streets; expecting, watching and praying. 
But as the day wore away, their fears first began 
to abate, then lessened every hour, at night they 
were almost extinct, till the total darkness, that 
Hitherto used to terrify, now comforted every 
freethinker and atheist, preat numbers went 
together to the taverns, bespoke suppers, and 
broke up whole hogsheads for" joy. The subject 
-of all wit and conversation was to ridicule the 
prophecy, and rally each other. AU the quality 
G G 4 and 
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and gentry were perfectly ashamed, nay, lome 
utterly disovned that they had nianifesled 3Dy 
signs of religion. 

Dut the next day even the commoD people, n 
well as their betters, appeared in their usual state 
of indifference. They drank, they whored, they 
swore, they lied, they cheated, they quarrelled, 
they murdered. In shorty the world went od ia 
the old channel. 

I need not give any instances of what will so 
easily be credited ; but I cannot omit relating, 
that Mr- Woolston advertised in that very Sa- 
turday's Evening Post a new treatise against the 
miracles of our Saviour; and that the few, who 
had given up their pensions the day before, so-r 
licited to have them continued : which, as they 
had not been thrown up upon any ministeriai 
point, I ant informed was readily granted, 
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" Dr. Freind was with me, and pulled out a 
twopenny pamphlet just published, called 'The 
State vf Wit,'* giving a character of all the pa- 
pers that have come out of late. The author 
seems to be a whig; yet he speaks very highly 
of a paper called 'The Examiner;' ^nd says he 
supposes the author of it is Dr. Swift. But 
above all things he praises the Tatlers and Spec- 
tators; and I believe Steele and Addison were 
privy to the printing of it.' Thus one is treated 
by those impudent dogs !" 

Journal to Stella, May 14, 1711. 

• The light thrown by tliis little tract oo the various periodical 
papcn of the time when it was written will, we doubt not, be 
deemed a sufficient reaion for having pi^served it in tbii Collec- 
tion. It is somewhat remarkable, that it was advertised at the 
end of the original Examiner of May 17. and not at all in lb* 
Spectator. — Though published anonymotitly, from the iDiliab 
J. G. being placed at the cilnclaNon, and from its singular im- 
partiality, there is great reason to suppose it the production of 
Mr. Gay. N. 
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THE PRESENT STATE OF WIT. 

Sir, JVestminster, May 3, 17H. 

Y OU acquaint me, in your last, that you arc 

still so busy buildiag at , that your friends 

must not hope to see you in town this year; at 
the same time you desire me, that you may not 
be quite at a loss in conversation among the 
beau monde next winter, to send you an account 
of the present state of wit in town ; which, with- 
out further preface, 1 shall therefore endeavouf 
to perform, and give you the histories and cha- 
racters of all our periodical papers, whether 
"monthly, weekly, or diurnal, with the same free- 
dom I used to send you our other town news. 

1 shall only premise, that as you know I never 
cared one farthing either for whig' or tory ; so I 
shall consider our writers purely as they are 
such, without any respect to which party they 
may belong- 

Dr. King* has for some time lain down his 

* Dr. WUliam King, bam in 1663, was educated at West- 
ramster school, and thence elected a student of Chtlst Cdurchi 
be was admitted an advocate in Doctors Commons in 16^2, acd 
apiMinted judge of the high court of admiralty in Ireland ia 
1702. A nntural indolence, and a lurn for dissipatioD, having 
greatly reduced his circumslancet, he was indebted to the friend- 
ship of Dr. Swift, at the end of the }'ear 171 1, for the office of 
gazetteer) which he enjoyed but a few months; the labour being 
more than suited his inclinations. He died Dec. 25, 17J2. His 
Original Wprks, which arc remarkable for a peculiar vein of ha- 
inour, and etqiiisite raillery, were printed, with Historical Notei 
and Memoirs of the Author, in 3 volumes, Bvo. 1776. N. 

Monthly 
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Monthly Philosophical Transactions, which, the 
titlepage infonned us at first, were only " to be 
continued as the^ sold ;"* and though that gen- 
tleman has a world of wit, yet, as it Ires in one 
particular way of raillery, the town looii grew 
weary of his writings ; though I cannot but 
think, that their author deserves a much better 
fate than to languish out the small remainder 
of his life in the Fleet prison. 

About the same time that the doctor left off 
writing, one Mr. Ozell t put out his Monthly 
Amusement, which is still continued; and, as it 
is generally some French novel or play indiffe- 
rently translated, is more or less taken notice 
of as the original piece is more or less agreeable. 

As to our weekly papers, the poor Review^ is" 
quite 

* The Monthly Transactions began in January l^OS-g; and 
Aoded in September 1709. N. 

t John Ozell, a voluminooi translator ; who, having incQired 
the displeaiure of Mr. Pope, wai very severely handled by him 
fiad^ his Conunentator, in the Dunciad and the notes up<Hi it. 
Mr- Ozell published hardly any thing original; and bis translations 
are not in mnch repute. He Was auditor- general of the dty and 
bridge accompti, of St. Paul's cathedral, and of St. Thomas's hos- 
pital ; and ii said to have been a very worthy roan, and an excel- 
lent compaaion. He died Oct. IS, 1 743. N. 

J This paper was entirely the production of Daniel Dc Foe, who 
was equally faoioua for politics and poetry. He set out in life as 
• hosier; but iu that situation being very unsuccessful, he was in- 
duced to apply to his pen for subsistence. He was invited in l6(^ 
to settle at Cadiz, as an agpnt to the English merchants j 41uch 
he declined frffltn patriotic motiyes ; and was some tiii&aftcr'a^ 
pointed accomptast to the comm^ssianersoftbe^ij^ar'odty.V For 
one of his perfbnnatif^s he yrn. condamocft ts'^^f^Sloryrand, 
when exalted aboy'jliitfcirows, he cbeetfu^ underwent thi- pa- ,,^<.; 
■ ■'■.; . nubnw^' ^ 
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quite exhausted, and grown so very contempti- 
ble, that though he has provoked all his brother* 
of the quill round, none of them will enter hito 
controversy with him. This fellow, who had ex- 
cellent natural parts, but wanted a small foun- 
dation of learning, is a lively instance of tboser 
wits, who, as an ingenious author says, " wiH 
endure but one skimming." 

The Observator was almost in the same condi- 
tion ; but, since our party struggles ba>ve rati s* 
high, be is much mended foe the better ; wliidi 
is imputed to the charitable assistance of some 
outlying friends.* These two authors f migh^ 
however, 

puQubment, asd wrote "AHjtan fa>tie PDlDiy," at adefianoB 
to the ministiy. He publubcd many books and pamidilets; tmt 
is perhaps at [Hresent best knova by hia " History of Robituoa 
Cmsoe." He died at Islington, in easy dccacaiUaeot, and at s 
rciy adranccd age, April 26, 1731. N. 

* John TutchiD was conceraed oa the side of Mraitaotitli ht 
the time of Charla II. ; and, for a political ^coe which be wroir 
m £iToaT of him afterward, was scnteoced by JcfTeries to be^ 
whipped tbroagh several towoi in the West, aod handled h se- 
Terely, that he petitioned James II. to be hanged. When that 
fciDg died in exile, he wrote aa invective againtt faia memoiy, ac 
casioned by some humane el^cs on bis death. The Observator 
^a title which had before been osed by L'Estrange) was lesamed 
by Tutchin, April 1, 1702; and continued by him till 1707; ver]^ 
nanfally putting bii name to all that he published. Becoming 
obnoxious to the taries, he was attacked by some unknown per- 
wnB^ who so cmelly beat him, as to occanon an illness widdk 
terminated in death. lu the last paper which be published, be 
complaiiu of being a prisoner for a small debt, which he was not. 
lAletopay; and that ever since he received the blows on his bead^ 

btf 

t.poodpfatriHtiof DeFooMid-Jtidpath(whoaresty1ed "Tb« 
Bti^At Lit^eii'') ' wen eDfpaf^'^buler.a,i>ead of Steele (in tba 

.'■"". . ■ : '■;i; " tV: charact« 
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however, have flourished some time longer, hzA 
not the controversy been taken np by mucli 
abler hands. 

The Examiner is a paper which all med, Icho 
speak without prejudice, allow to be weJl writ- 
ten. Though his subject will admit of no great 
variety, he is continually placing it in so many 
different lights, aud endeavouring to inculcate 
the same thing by so many beautiful changes of 
expression, that men who are concerned in no 
party may read him with pleasure. His way of 
assuming the question in debate is extremely art- 
ful; and his letter to Crassus is, I think, a mas* 
terpiece. As these papers are supposed to hare 

lie had been langaishin^, and h'la head imposthu mated. " Add (ft 
this," he sayi, " an empty parse, sick heart, a numerous family, 
and being neglected by my ftienda that I have served ; and yod 
need not wonder that my pulse beats low." — Observator, Sept. 20, 
1707. He died in three days after, at the age of 44. But bis 
paper was e}ntinued by George Ridpatb, under the title of " The 
Observator revived;" and wa« published for " the advantage of 
the widow and family of Captain Tutchin."—Bidpalh was also 
Buthor of " The Flying Post," in oppowlion to " The Poslboy" 
of Abel Boper -, two tcaodalous papers, for which they equally 
sod alternalety deserved to be cudgelled, and were so: 
There Bidpath, Roper, cudgei'd might ye view, 
■ The, very worsted still loofc'd black and blue. 
Bidpath was committed lo Newgate, Sept. 8, 1/12, for some 
scandalous reflections io " The Flying Post ;" and it is remark- 
able, that he and Boper both died on the same day, Nov. i6, 
1729. N. 

character of " Isaac Bickerslaff, esq., the British Censor,") as an 
oroanient to a whimsical poem in folio, called " The Three 
Champions," printed about l^H,' a copy of which (p^liapsan 
unique) b among the many curious tracts bequeathed by . arch,- 
bishop Setker to the Lambelfi Library. N. ; ■; 

'■■ been 
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been written by several hands, the critics will tell 
you, that they can discern a difference in their ' 
styles and beauties, and pretend to observe, that 
the first Examiners abound chiefly in wit, the 
last in humour. 

Soon after their first appearance, came out a 
paper from the other side, called The Whig Exa- 
miner,* written with so much fire, and in so ex- 
cellent a style, as put the tories in no smalt pain 

* Five nambers tinly of this paper were published ondcr that 
title, by Mr. Addison and Mr. Arthur Maynwatiog : and, froio 
ita being laid down to make room for " The Medley," Mr, Old- 
mixon concludes it to have beeo principally the work of the latter. 
Both were published in professed opposition to " The Examiner," 
At the end of the 25th Medley, May 26, 1712, appeared the fij- 
lowing curiosity : " In a few days will be published an improve- 
tnent of the Rev, Dr. Jonathan Swift's late proposal to the most 
honourable ihe lord high treasurer, for correcting, improviog, and 
ascertaining, the English tongue j wherein, beside abundance of 
ether particulars, wtil be more clearly shown, that to erect an aca- 
demy of such men, who (by being no Christians) have unhappily 
preveuted their ecclesiastical preferment j or (by being bufibons 
and scandal-bearers) can never expect (he employment of an envoy 
from those who prefer such services at hpme, to the doing them 
so service abroad ; and that to give them good pensions, is the 
true and only method toward the end proposed; in a letter to a 
gentleman, thai mistook the doctor's project" And in the Med- 
ley following, stood this advertisement: " Whereas, since my last, 
there has been published a Tery ingenious pamphlet, called, ' Ee^ 
flections on l)r. Swift's Letter;' this has prevented the coqiing 
out of a pamphlet, entitled, ' Reasons for not correcting, &-c.* 
which was advertised in my paper of Monday last, and was in- 
tended to be published by the Thursday following " This was to 
have been called, " Seasons for not correcting, improving, and 
ascertaioiog, the EngU^h Tongue at this Time. lu a IiCtter to 
Dr. Swift." See The Medley, No. 24. Rudely,, however, at 
Dr. Swift w'as lA many instances attacked by Mr. Maynwaring, 
it must be owned, he was the politejjt of his opponents. N. 

: ■' ^ for 
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for their favourite hero : every one cried, Bicker* 
staff must be the author ; and people were thf! 
more confirmed in this opinion upon its being stf 
soon laid down, which seemed to show that it was 
only written to bind the Examiners to their good 
behaviour, and was never designed to be a weekly 
paper. The Examiners therefore have no one td 
combat with at present, but their friend the Med' 
iey ; the author of which paper, though he seems 
to be a man of good sense, and expresses it luc 
kily enough now and then, is, I think, for the 
most part, perfectly a stranger to fine writing.* 
I presume I need not tell you, that The Examiner 
carries much the more sail, as it is supposed to 
be written by the direction, and under the eye« 
of some great persona who sit at the helm of af- 
fairs, and is consequently looked on as a sort of 
public notice which way they are steering us. 
The reputed author is Dr. Swift, with the assist* 
ance sometimes of Dr. Atterbury and Mr. Prior- 
The Medley is said to be written by Mr. Old- 
ttixonjf and supervised hy Mr, Maynwaring, J 

who 

* Thia refiectioD was ceitalnly intended for Oldmlron, beinf 
by no means applicable to Mr. Maynwaring. N. 

f CHdmlxon conclodes the Jf^g Examiner to have been princi- 
fdlly the work of Mr. Maynwaring; as it was laid down to make 
toora for the MkJ/ey, N. 

} Arthur Ma^nwaring, esq. born at Igfatfield, in Shropshire, 
ifiSB, was educated at Shrewsbury, and, in l^O^, sent to Christ 
Church, O&fordj to study the law, which he practised on Ui 
■ettling in London ; but, coming early to an estate of about WOi' 
■ year, be ezefaanged the bar far mote pteamrable porwils.' 'B* 
vat from principle a strenuous NoDJurort.bot soon mlingwditcl 
ttkoae o|Hnions irom coDTiction. In the latter edd oi iiiogWii- 
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who perhaps might CDtirely write those few pa- 
pers which are so much better than the rest.* 

Before I proceerf further in the account of our 
weekly papers, it wilt be necessary to inform you, 
that, at the beginning of the winter, to the infi- . 
nrte surprise of all men, Mr. Steele flung up his 
Tatler; and, instead of Isaac Bickerstaff, esq. 
aubacribed himself Richard Steele to the last of 
■ those papers, after a handsome compliment to 
the town, for their kind acceptance of his en- 
deavours to divert them. The chief reason he 
thought 6t to give, for his leaving off writing, 
was, that, having been so long looked on in all 
public places and companies as the author of 
those papers, he found that his most intimate 
friends and acquaintance were in pain to act or 
speak before him. The town was very far from 
being satisfied with this reason ; and most people 
judged the true<cause to be, either that he was 
quite spent, and wanted matter to continue his 
undertaking any longer, or that he laid it down 

liam's reign, he was nude a conKniiskHier of the castotpt. tbroogb 
theintercst of the dake of Somerset; and afterward, by lord Go- 
dolpbin, was appointed auditor of the imprest. He took an active 
part agaiast Dr. Sacbeverell ) puUlshed some little ttacts on that 
occasion ; aod was the author of several political piece*, which tit 
■pedfied id his " Life and Pottbnmoua Works," publi^ed hj Mr. 
Oldmiion (who had asiisted coDtiderably io " The Medley") id 
1713. He died Nov. 13, 1712. Mr. Maynwaring"s '■ Medley" 
was laid down with Dr. Swift's " Examiner ;" but bolb those pub- 
lication* were afterward reEumed; the former (under the title of 
" ibe Medley and Flying Pbat") by Ridpath, a Scpttbmaa] Um 
latter by Oldisworth. N. 

• This was exactly true. Mr, Oldmixon, in his Life of Mr. 
Mnynwaring, attributes each number of the Mrdley to its proper 
wriier; and see the Biographia BriMnnica, art. Mayirwutng, JA 
_ VOL. XVIII. H H Bf 
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at a sort of submiseton to, or composition with, 
the government, for some past offences; or, 
lastly, that he had a mind to vary his shape, and 
appear again in some new light. 

However that were, his disappearing seemed to 
be bewailed as some general calamity : every one 
wanted so agreeable an amusement : and the cof- 
feehouses began to be sensible, that the esquire's 
lucubrations alone had brought them more cus- 
tomers than all their other newspapers put to* 
gether. 

It must indeed be. confessed, tbat never maq 
threw up his pen under stronger temptations to 
have employed it longer; his reputation was at a 
greater height than, I believe, ever any living 
author's was before him. It is reasonable to sup- 
pose that his gains were proportionably consider- 
able ; every one read him with pleasure and good 
will ; and the tories, iu respect to his other good 
qualities had almost forgiven his unaccountable 
impi^vidence in declaring against them. Lastly, 
it was highly improbable, if he threw oflF a cha- 
racter the ■ideas of which were so strongly im- 
firessed in every one's mind, however finely he 
jnijjht write in any new^orm, that he should meet 
with the same reception. 

■ To giv«' you my own thoughts of this gentle 
tnan's writings, I shall in the first place observe, 
that there is this noble difference between him 
and all the rest of our polite and gallant authors : 
the .latter have endeavoured to please the age by 
falling in w'^h them, and encouraging them 1m. 
their fashionable vices, and false notions of things. 
].t woutfl have been a jest some time since, ipQr^a 
K^ man 
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nian to have asserted thatany thtng'wittj' conld- 
be said in praise of a married state ; or that devo- 
tion and virtue were any M-ay necessary to the 
character of a fine gentleman, Uickerstaff ven- 
tured to tell the tOTvn, that they were a parcel of 
fops, fools, and vain coquettes ; but in such a' 
Aianner, as even pleased them, and made them 
more than half inclined to believe that he spoke 
truth. 

■Instead of complying with the false sentiments 
or vicious tastes of the age, either in morality, 
criticism, or good -breeding, he has boldly as- 
sured them, ttiat they were altogether in the 
wrong, and commanded them, with an authority 
wliich perfectly well became him, to surrender 
themselves to his arguments for virtue and good 
sense. 

It is incrediijle to conceive the effect his writ- 
ings have had on the town ; how many thousand 
follies they have either qiiire batiished, or given a 
very great check to : how much countenance 
they have added to virtue and religion ; ho\c 
many people they have rendered happy, by show- 
ing them it was their own fault if they were not 
so; and lastly, how entirely they have convinced 
our fops and young fellows of the value and ad- 
vantages of learning. 

He has indeed rescued it out of the hands of 
pedants and fools, and discovered the true me- 
thod of making it amiable and lovely to all man- 
kind. In the dress he gives it, it is a most wel- 
come guest at tea tables and assemblies, and is 
relished and caressed by the merchants on the 
'Change; accordingly, there is not a lady aC 
a a 3 court, 
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court, nor a banker in Lombard street, who is 
not verily persuaded, that captain Steele is the 
greatett scholar and best casuist of any man in 

England. 

Lastly, his ^rritings have set all our wits and 
men of letters upon a nev way of thinking, of 
which they had little or no notion before; and 
though we cannot yet say that any of them have 
come np to the beauties of the original, I think 
wc may venture to affirm, that every one of 
them writes and thinks much more' justly than 
they did some time since. 

The vast variety of subjects which he has 
treated of in so different a manner, and yet ail 
«o perfectly irell, made the world believe that it 
was impossible they should all c6me from the 
)iame hand.* This set every one upon guessing 
who ^vas the 'squire's friend ; and most people at 
first fancied it must be Dr. Swif^ ; but it is now 
ao longer a secret, that his only great and cod- 
stimt assistant was Mr. Addison. 

This is that excellent friend to whom Mr. 
Steele owes so much, and who refuses to have his 
name set before those pieces which the greatest 
pens in England would be proud to own. Indeed, 
they would hardly add to this gentleman's repu- 
tation, whose works in Latin and English poetry 

* Dr. Felton tcfls ns, " The grave and facetioiu squire Bickcr- 
ttaff hath drawn mankind in every dren, and every disguiie cJ 
nature^ in a ilyle ever varying with the humours, ftncies, and 
fdliet he dcseribes [" that " he bath shown bimaclf ■ master ta 
every torn of his pea, whether hiasut^ect be light or serious »' 
and, from his having " bid down the rules of common life with 
■o much judgment, in snch lively and agreeable language," k- 
•(Hmnendt him as a model of matmen and of style. N. 

long 
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long since convinced the world that lie Wat 
the greatest master in Europe of those two lan- 
guages.* 

> I am assured from good hands, that all the vi. 
■ions, and other tracts in that way of writing, 
with a very great number of tlic most exquisits 
{lieces of wit and raillery throughout the lucu* 
brations, are entirely of this gentleman's 6oni- 
posing ; which may in some measare account for 
that different genius M'hich appears in the winter 
papers from those of the summer, at which time; 
as the Examiner often hinted, tills friend of Mr. 
Steele was in Ireland. 

Mr. Steele confesses, in his last volume of the 
Tatler, that he is obliged to Dr. Swift for his 
Town Shower, and the Description of the Morn- 
ing ; with some other hints recdved from him iK . 
(irivate conversation. 

I have also heard, that several of those letters 
which came as from unknown hands were writ- 
ten by Mr. Henley;! which is an answer to your 

query, 

• '* I may recommend Mr. Addifon and Mr. Prior, as perfect 
pattenii of true poetic writing. Mr. Adtlison is more laboured, 
like his great master Virgil ; he hath weighed every word ; nor u 
Utere any exprc»aIon, in all his lines, that can be changed for any 
;jiMter, or more forcible than itself, Mr. Prior enjoys the freest 
and easiest Muse In the world, and perhaps is the only man who 
Way rival Horace, in an admiiahlc felidty of expresMon, both in 
the sublime and ferailiRr way. Like onr celebrated Cowley, he 
^■th excelled in all kinds of poetry. In his works we meet an 
assembly of the Muses. Since the Roman Swan expired, none 
haA taken bolder and happier flights, or touched the lyre with a 
more manerjy hand ; and, since our Chaucer's days, none hath 
told a merry or heroic tale so well." Pbltok. 

* Anthony, ion of sir Rdiert Henley, of th; Grange, was bred 
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query, \vho those friends are whom Mr. Steele 
ftpeaks of in his last Tatler. . 

But to proceed with my account of our other 
papers. The expiration of BickerstaiF's Luca- 
brations was attended with much the same conse- 
quences as the deatliof Meliboeus's ox in Virgil': 
as the latter engendered swarms of hees, the 
former immediately produced whole swarms of 
little «atirLcaI scribblers. 

One of these authors called himself the Grow- 
ler ; and assured us, that, to make amends for Mr. 
Steele's silence, he was resolved to growl at us 
weekly, as long as we should think fit to give 
him any encouragement. Another gentleman, 
with more modesty, called his paper the Whis- 
perer. And a third, to please the ladies, chris- 
tened his the Telltale. 

At the same time came out several Tatlers; 
each of which, with equal truth and wit, assured 
us that he was the genuine Isaac I}ickersta£f.* 

It 

at Oxford i where he diitinguished himself by an early taste fat 
polite learclng, and an iotimate acquaintance with the aactcot 
poeb; i which naturally esciting a congenial spirit, he bacanie do 
iDConaidcrabte writer. Bung on all occasions a zealous sesetta 
of liberty, he was the mover of thq address for promoting Mr. 
Hoadly -, and occasionally assisted in some of the whig pnblics- 
tioas. The 31st number of ibe Medley, in particular, isbybi* 
band ; as are many of the Tatlers, in the fifth voiuroe. He »(■ 
fectcd a low sioiplidty in bis writings; was remarkably happy ■" 
touching the manners and the passisna j and died, miicfa lataealiA, 
in August. 17U. N. 

. * Dr. Swift, when he had written bis celebrated " Predictiooi,' 
being at a loss what name to prefix to them, observed a sign oiO 
a house where a locksmith dwelt, with Bickcrstaff written ^"ifi 
it) which being a name somewhat uncomioon, he chose to call 

bimxlf 
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It may be observed, that when the 'squire laid 
Aovfn his pen, though he could not but foresee 
that several scribblers would soon snatch it up, 
which he might, one w^ould think, easily have 
preveuted, he scorned to take any further care 
about it, but left the field fairly open to any 
vorthy successor. Immediately some of our wits 
were for forming themselves into a club, headed 
by one Mr. Harrison, and trying how they could 
" shoot in this bow of Ulysses ;" but soon found 
that this sort of writing requires so fine and par- 
ticular a manner of thinking, with so exact a 
knowledge of the world, as must make them ut* 
terly despair of success. 

■ They seemed indeed at first to think, that what 
was only the garnish of the former Tatlers was 
that which recommended them, and not those 
substantial entertainments which they every 
where abound in. 

Accordingly they were continually talking of 
their maid, nightcap, spectacles, and Charles 
Lillie. However, there were now and then some 
faint endeavours at humour, and sparks of wit; 
which the town, for want of better entertain- 
ment, W43 content to bunt after, through a heap 
of impertinences: but even those arc at present 
become wholly invisible, and quite swallowed up 
in the blaze of the Spectator. 

bimseir by it. It was afterward adopted by Mr. Steele, and re- 
tained by hii successor, Mr. Harrison. — " Upon Steele's leaving 
off, tliere were two or three Tatlers came out j and one of them 
holds on still, and to-day it advertised ag^in^t Harrison's; and so 
there must be disputes which are genuine, like the straps for 
razors." Journal to Stella, Jan. 13, 1710-11. N. 

You 
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You may remember I told you before, that one 
cause assigned for the laying down theTatlerwaa 
want of matter; and, indeed, this waa the pre- 
vailing opinion in town, when we were surprised 
all at once by a paper called the Spectator, which 
Was promised to be continued every day, and wu 
Written in so excellent a style, with so nice a 
judgment, and such a noble profusion of wit and 
humour, that it was not difficolt to determine it 
coitld come from no other hands but those wliich 
had penned the Lucubrations. 

This immed'iately alarmed these gentlcmfn; 
who (as it is said Mr. Steele phrases it) had *' the 
censorship in commission." They found the new 
Spectator come on like a torrent, and swept away 
all before him ; they despaired ever to equal him 
in wit, humour, or learning (which had been thdr 
true and certain way of opposing him); and there- 
fore rather chose to fall on the author, and to call 
Out for help to all good christians, by assuring 
them again and again, that they were the firs^ 
original, true, and undisputed Isaac Bickerstaff. 

Meanwhile, the Spectator, whom Vf6 regard al 
Our shelter from that flood of false wit and im* 
)>ertinence which was breaking in upon us, is in 
every one's hand, and a constant topic for our 
morning conversation at tea-tables aftd coifee* 
houses. We had at first, indeed, no manner of 
notion, how a diurnal paper could be continued 
in the spirit and style of our present Spectators;* 

but, 

* The ablest of our modem writers, who bath himself sae- 

ccfded so happily in the RambleT, thus characiei izes the Sp«H- 

lor : " It comprises preceiJts of criticism, sallies of inveolioo, 

(Icscripiions 
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but, to our no small surprise, we find them still 
rising upon us, and can only wonder from whence 
so prodigious a run of wit and learning ca:n pro- 
ceed t since some of our best judges seem to 
think that they have hitherto, in general, out-' 
shone even the 'squire's first Tatlers. Most people 
fancy, from their frequency, that they must be 
composed by a society : I, with all, assign the 
first place to Mr. Steele and his friend, 

Ihavcoftenthoiightthattheconjunctionofthose 
two great geniuses (M'ho- seem to stand in a class 
by themselves, so high above all our other wits) 
resembles that of two famous statesmen in a late 
reign, whose characters are very well expressed 
in their two mottos, prodesse quah conspici ;* 
and OTiuM COM DioNiTATE-t Accordingly the 
first was continually at work behind the curtain ; 
drew up and prepared all those schemes and de- 
signs, which the latter still drove on; and stood 
out exposed to the world, to repeivp its praises or 
censureif. 

Meantime, all our unbiassed well-wishers to 

. learning are in Jiopes, that the known temper 

And prudence of one of these gentlemen, will 

hinder the other from ever launching out into 

party, and rendering that wit, which is at prcr 

4escriptji:i|]s of life, sad lecture of rirtue ; it employi wit in (he 
cause of tnith, and makes elegance Eubservieot to pjety : it has 
uow for more than half a century supplied the Engliih nation, ia 
a great nieanire, with principlu of speculation, and rula of prac- 
tice; and given Ad^ifpDticlaifli tabC'ODmbered among the beae- 
facton of mankind." N. 

* Tbp piotto of lord Somen. M. 

t liat of the earl of Halifax. N, 

vflL. XVIII. I J ", ' aent 
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^enta cftmtndn'good, odious and utigratefiil to 
the better part of the nation. 
, If this piece of imprudence does not spoil so 
-inccellent a paper, I propose to myself the highest 
satisfaction in reading it with you, over i disli of 
tfia, every rtiorning next winter. 

As we have yet had nothings new jinfie tfep 
Spectator;* it only remains for me to assure 
3'ou, that I am Vours, &c. J. G. 

P, S. Upon a review of my letter, I find I have 
quite forgotten the British Apollo ;f which might 
possibly hai>pen from its having of late retreated 
t)Ht of this end of the town into the city; where 
,1 am informed, however, that it still reconmierdi 
itself by deciding wagers at cards, and giving ' 
good advice to the shopkeepers and their ap- 
prtintices. 

* " Tlie Spectators sre printed in a larger and a smaller Volume; 
■o I believe tbey are goin|r to leave tbem off; atid indeed fwdple 
^row wearj of Ibenij though they arc often prettiljr written.^ 
Jdumal (a Stella, Nov. 2, 1712.— We fear there wtts (to M/lbe 
but of it) Kune prejudice in this predicrion. A similar rcflcctiui 
u throwo out on the Tatler, in p. 465. N. 

t " Hie Britith Apollo, Or Curiotii Aalusements for the tagl> 
Urdiu { to wbtcli are tiddad tbe liiost material OcCurroncdl foreign 
■ad ddUtesCic. terfonabi bj ■ Societjr of QsotleaKn." Thit 
paper, wbicb was pnbliibed twice a week, began Feb. 13, ITpOi 
and was continued on that plan till March 26, 1711, wbeo thra^ 
. £>Iio volntnea Were cotnptefed : after tbat time, V^t into a freak 
cbiionel, aod siinfc iato obicurit^. N. 

Us or voi.> xvfli. 
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